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Sign at the entrance to the town of Debaltsevo in Eastern Ukraine. It was the scene of a defeat of the 

US/NATO backed Kiev coup forces against the Novorossiyan anti-fascist defence forces. 

 

5 REASONS WHY LEFTISTS SHOULD DEFEND 

RUSSIA By Eric Draitser

As tensions between the US and Russia have 

increased in the last year, so too has the 

polarization of public opinion. While the western 

corporate media has reverted to its formerly 

antagonistic, Cold War era attitude toward Russia 

– predictably radicalizing much of western public 

opinion, infusing the discourse with a decidedly 

Russophobic bias – it has increasingly been left 

to those on the political margins to deconstruct 

the false narrative, expose the Empire’s agenda, 

and defend the right of sovereign nations to act 

independent of western diktats. 

 

And it is here, on the political margins, where 

many are willing to speak out against the US 

agenda in Ukraine and beyond, where the real 

fight for hearts and minds is taking place. The 

political mainstream will simply go along with the 

narratives presented to it by the Empire’s 

compliant media, thus ensuring its continued 

impotence and irrelevance to policy. However, a 

loud chorus of critics, dissidents, and anti-
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imperialist voices is becoming increasingly 

impossible to ignore. 

 

And while on the far right libertarians and 

paleoconservatives are engaged in their own 

internal conflict over support for Russia and 

President Putin, so too is there an internal, quasi-

ideological confrontation taking place on the left. 

 

Many self-proclaimed “leftists” have merely 

transposed their anti-Soviet politics into an anti-

Russian ideological posture, which sees in Russia 

both an embrace of capitalism and a desire for 

imperial revanchism. In this way, such groups 

(numerous on what passes for the “organized 

Left”) run interference for the political 

establishment, serving to dilute the potency of an 

anti-imperialist message through internecine 

conflict, demonization, and sectarianism. They 

proclaim that there is nothing about Russia worth 

defending for leftists. But is this true? 

 

Here are a few reasons why those on the left who 

argue that Russia is “no better than the US” are 

either plainly ignorant, or they have ulterior 

motives: 

 

1. Opposing US-NATO. Any self-described 

“leftist” should immediately question their own 

position when they find themselves on the same 

side with Washington and NATO on questions of 

foreign policy, war and peace. Russia has 

consistently (and with increasing assertiveness in 

the last few years) opposed the Empire’s agenda 

in various corners of the globe. 

 

In Syria, Russia (with China following its lead) has 

become the leading global voice of resistance to 

the US-NATO-Israel-GCC agenda that has 

destroyed the lives of hundreds of thousands of 

innocent men, women, and children. Exercising 

its veto power at the UN Security Council, Russia 

has prevented a US-led war on Syria at least 

twice, each time supplying important intelligence 

information that cast doubt on the US narrative 

that conveniently blamed Assad for every single 

atrocity in that foreign-backed war on his country. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Ukraine, Russia has effectively ended the 

eastward march of NATO expansion, drawing its 

red line, and demonstrating to the world that the 

once subservient “non-Western” developing 

economies will not be made into mere supplicants 

subject to the whims of power brokers in 

Washington, London, and on Wall St. Moreover, 

Russia’s rejection of the US-instigated coup in 

Ukraine, and its subsequent support for the rebels 

of Donetsk and Lugansk, has demonstrated to the 

world that western soft power is not some 

inexorable force, but is instead a carefully 

manipulated political weapon that can be blunted 

with sufficient planning and popular resistance. 

 

2. BRICS, SCO, and “Multi-Polarity.” Russia is, 

along with China, the driving force behind the 

Above: Photo by Rianvosti 

The photo shows the destruction of the center of 

Keiv by the Western backed fascist coup on 

February 22, 2014. The US has admitted funding 

“NGOs” in Ukraine to the tune of 5 billion dollars 

since the destruction of the USSR. Soviet Ukraine 

provided jobs and housing for all workers, despite 

other social and political problems. “Independent” 

or capitalist Ukraine provided permanent mass 

unemployment, leading to a re-growth of ultra-

nationalism and outright fascism.  



3 
 

establishment, and continued development, of 

non-Western international forums such as the 

BRICS grouping, the Shanghai Cooperation 

Organization, the Eurasian Economic Union, and 

a handful of others. These platforms for 

international cooperation have one important 

feature in common: they are not dominated by the 

United States. 

Since the dissolution of the Soviet Union, nearly 

every major international institution has, in one 

way or another, been dominated by the United 

States. From its political hegemony in the United 

Nations, to the levers of its economic dominance 

in the IMF, World Bank, and other international 

financial institutions, to its global military 

capabilities in the form of NATO and similar 

military architecture, the United States has acted 

as judge, jury, and executioner around the globe. 

In effect, this could best be described as US 

global hegemony. Put in slightly more traditional, 

though no less accurate, leftist terminology, this 

could rightly be called US imperialism. 

 

And so, why would anyone who truly believes in 

the political, moral, and ethical bankruptcy of US 

imperialism not want to support those forces 

rising globally to challenge it? It is seemingly a 

“no-brainer” that those who believe US hegemony 

and imperialism to be one of the scourges of the 

planet should be promoting any forces providing a 

counterweight to it. And yet somehow many 

leftists are convinced – partly, I would argue, from 

a decades long ideological and political decay 

coupled with the cumulative psychological effects 

of multi-generational propaganda and red-baiting 

– that Russia today is no better or worse than the 

US, merely a rival. Of course, this sort of anti-

historical analysis is silly, if not dangerous. 

Considering the US global military footprint in 

nearly every country, its influence and power 

manifested in myriad ways all over the globe, its 

perpetual wars, etc., only a fool could make such 

a comparison with a straight face and then ask to 

be taken seriously. 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Opposition to Shock Therapy and Disaster 

Capitalism. A primary preoccupation of many on 

the Left has been to oppose the twin evils of IMF 

“shock therapy” and “disaster capitalism,” both 

fundamental parts of what has come to be known 

as the “Washington Consensus.” These 

phenomena include privatizing and selling for 

scrap the institutions of the state once it enters 

into political and/or economic collapse while, 

simultaneously, demanding “economic 

liberalization,” which is merely coded language for 

austerity on the one hand, and plunder on the 

other. Such policies can really only be 

implemented in times of great crisis and near total 

collapse, either from political, economic, or even 

natural disasters. It has been done countless 

times, from Chile in 1973 to New Orleans after 

Hurricane Katrina, to Haiti still today. 

 

However, the most infamous, and globally 

significant, example of this sort of shock therapy 

and disaster capitalism came in Russia in the 

1990s. There, the institutions of the one-time 

superpower were stripped of their most valuable 

component parts and sold on world markets, 

primarily to US and European investors through 

the intermediaries of a parasitical class that has 

come to be known as the “Russian oligarchs.” 

This formation of a new capitalist economic elite 

on the wreckage of a formerly socialist (the 

degree to which the Soviet Union was truly 

Above: The Nazi backed Ukrainian Kiev coup 

government relies on fascist militia to fight its war 

against anti-fascist Eastern Ukrainians, which has 

now caused the death of around 6000.   
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‘socialist’ is not going to be debated here) state is 

the quintessential template for how disaster 

capitalism works. Those on the left who 

seemingly opposed these policies in Latin 

America and elsewhere somehow conveniently 

forget the tough road that Russia has had to 

travel to claw its way back to global relevance. 

 

Or their argument goes that one set of oligarchs 

was simply replaced by another set dominated by 

President Putin. Naturally, they conveniently 

leave out the part about re-nationalization of 

certain vital industries, restarting Russian 

economic production, raising standards of living 

from the deplorable state of the early 90s, 

improved infrastructure, medical services, and so 

on. All these things, you know, the material 

conditions of life for millions of people, somehow 

become irrelevant when set against a seemingly 

moribund orthodoxy. 

 

4. WWII, The Holocaust, and Defending Historical 

Memory. Since the end of the Soviet Union, many 

right wing, reactionary, and often fascist, 

tendencies have emerged throughout the former 

Soviet bloc. These movements, far from 

preaching “conservative values” in any way 

recognizable in the West, rather root their politics 

in a vehement hatred of the Soviet Union/Russia 

and communism in general. Their hatred however 

is not manifested in some search for historical 

truth, but rather in an insidious attempt to rewrite 

history, casting themselves and their fascist 

antecedents as “patriots struggling against 

Bolshevism.” 

 

This whitewashing of history is being vigorously 

promoted by the US and many of its European 

toadies who, for political reasons, want the 

historical narrative to be written in such a way as 

to make an equivalence between the 

Soviets/communism and the Nazis/fascism. It 

does not take exceptional perceptive powers to 

see the agenda behind this. In making such an 

equivalence, the US is then able to present itself 

as the great hero of the 20th Century, having 

defeated the “twin evils” of fascism and 

communism. Of course, such historical fiction is 

what passes for truth these days in the West. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Perhaps this agenda, long understood by many 

on the Left, though increasingly forgotten by the 

21st Century ‘Left’, goes a long way to explaining 

the seemingly limitless support that the West 

provides to fascists in Ukraine where, just as 

more than 70 years ago, fascists are mobilized to 

counter the Soviets/Russians. Of course, it should 

be remembered that the Ukrainian Nazis, 

followers of the degenerate collaborator Bandera, 

care not that Russia is not communist, as for 

them it is the “Moskals” (pejorative term for 

Russians) that must be “cleansed from the 

nation.” It is this blind hatred of Russia that makes 

them the darling of the US, which is the primary 

reason why they are described as “nationalists” 

and not rightly as Nazis. 

 

Above: Australian PM Tony Abbott welcomes the 

NATO installed fascist coup Kiev government 

leader Petro Poroshenko.  Abbott and “opposition” 

ALP leader Bill Shorten fully support the US efforts 

to undermine Russia by backing fascist gangs and 

other ultra-right elements in Ukraine, even if this 

leads to full scale war. Ultimately, the crisis in 

Ukraine is yet another disastrous result of the 

counterrevolution which destroyed the Union of 

Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) in 1991-92. 

Ukrainian people have suffered immensely as a 

result, and the US empire has moved in. 
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The Holocaust is also critical to this story. As the 

70th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz by 

the Red Army was just celebrated, perhaps it is 

worthwhile to examine just how much history has 

been erased. It was, after all, the multi-national 

Soviets (Russians, Ukrainians, Belarusians, 

Kazakhs, etc.) who liberated most of the 

concentration camps, including the infamous 

Auschwitz, only to find that 70 years later, Russia 

is not invited to commemorate the event. In the 

Baltic states, as in Ukraine, you hear talk of 

monuments commemorating the “heroes” who 

“fought communism.” But who are these heroes? 

And when did they “fight communism”? That part 

is conveniently left out of the story, lest the veil of 

historical amnesia be lifted to reveal that these 

are monuments to Nazi collaborators and other 

fascists. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So, these are monuments to perpetrators and 

participants in one of the worst genocides in 

history, one that attempted to cleanse Jews, 

Romani “Gypsies”, homosexuals, the mentally 

handicapped, and other “undesirables” from the 

face of the earth. In cities like Lviv, the very 

existence of the Holocaust is denied, let alone the 

city’s heinous role in it. There was no rounding up 

of Jews in the streets. There was no cheering for 

the Nazi invaders. There was no collaboration. Or 

so they would like us to believe. And the US and 

Europe allow this narrative to fester, like an 

infection spreading through the body politic of 

Europe. 

 

Only Russia is countering this historical erasure, 

reminding everyone that their “Great Patriotic 

War” was the salvation of Europe, the salvation 

for millions of Jews, the salvation of freedom. This 

clashes with the Russophobia, creating a sort of 

cognitive dissonance that has become all too 

pervasive in recent years. 

 

5. Political Support for Victims of US Imperialism. 

There is an undeniable trend manifesting itself in 

recent years, namely that countries under assault 

by the Empire now have a friend, if only for 

political expediency, in Russia. As Moscow has 

become more assertive in its foreign policy, it has 

consistently begun placing itself as the defender 

of nations being attacked. So, Russia has been 

the lone power (with China following Russia’s 

lead) blocking US aggression against Syria. 

Russia has extended a friendly hand to DPRK 

(North Korea). Russia has maintained comradely 

relations with Venezuela, Bolivia, Nicaragua, and 

Ecuador. Russia had continued expanding its 

political, economic, and military cooperation with 

Iran. These are not insignificant developments as 

they represent a growing awareness both in 

Moscow and around the world that Russia is 

willing to act as a counterweight to US 

geopolitical ambitions and hegemony. 

 

Of course, Russia has self-interested reasons for 

doing this, as all states do in their political 

decisions. However, it is equally true that Russia 

Above: Graphic from Russian Television. It shows 

the devastation caused by the NATO backed coup 

against the former Ukrainian government. The Kiev 

regime then launched a war against anti-fascist 

Ukrainians in the east of the country, with an 

approximate death toll of 6000. Many of these 

were people going about their daily routines. 
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increasingly sees its role as a defender of 

countries victimized by the US-EU-NATO order. 

 

The importance of this assertiveness in defending 

such states is perhaps most clearly illustrated by 

the negative example: Libya. In 2011 Russia, 

under then President Medvedev, chose not to 

veto UNSC Resolution 1973 which authorized a 

“No Fly Zone” in Libya which, to no one’s 

surprise, was immediately transformed into a de 

facto authorization for war. Russia’s refusal to 

veto the measure – a decision Medvedev has 

since admitted was regrettable – is a principal 

reason why the US-NATO were able to carry out 

their vicious war against Libya, topple Gaddafi, 

throw that country into chaos, and destabilize the 

whole region. What if Russia would have vetoed 

and there would have been no resolution? Would 

the Libyan state still exist, rather than being the 

chaotic failed state it is today? Would all those 

lethal weapons have fallen into the hands of Al 

Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM), Boko 

Haram, and other terror groups? Would North 

Africa be as dangerous as it is today? The 

answers are painfully self-evident. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Russia is vital to maintaining stability and some 

semblance of imperial restraint on the West. Its 

steadily stronger responses to the US and Europe 

demonstrate that perhaps, finally, the Russian 

political elite are beginning to realize this. 

Perhaps they have finally understood that rather 

than constantly waxing poetic about their 

“Western partners” and looking for any way to 

further integrate themselves into a Western-

dominated system, they must strike out on their 

own, blaze their own trail, and show some 

backbone in the face of the ever-present US boot 

on the neck. 

 

If it is true that Russia’s political elite have finally 

recognized their own global importance, the world 

will benefit. Hopefully, some on the so-called Left 

will also come to this realization. If not, then they 

should cease to call themselves anti-imperialists, 

and instead admit what they really are…the left 

flank of the Empire. 

 

Eric Draitser is an independent geopolitical 

analyst based in New York City, he is the founder 

of StopImperialism.org and OP-ed columnist for 

RT, exclusively for the online magazine “New 

Eastern Outlook”. 

 

 

THEY LIED! LABOR PARTY RE-STARTS 

PRIVATISATION OF QUEENSLAND’S STATE 

ASSETS! MOBILISE WORKERS TO REVERSE 

PRIVATISATION AND REDUCE THE COST OF 

LIVING! 

This is the text of a leaflet which was distributed 

by MLF members in response to the QLD ALP 

government announcing it would re-start the 

privatisation of state assets, particularly public 

housing and some land. 

08-03-15 - It was a lie. Just one day before the 

recent Queensland state election, Australian 

Labor Party (ALP) leader of the then opposition 

Annastacia Palaszczuk stated “Under Labor, 

Queenslanders will own Queensland’s assets and 

the jobs they create.” (QT website 30-01-15) In 

fact, the whole election campaign run by the ALP 

focused on the Liberal National Party (LNP) plans 

to sell $37 billion worth of state assets, and a 

claim that the ALP would not entertain this. This 

Above: Resistance fighters raise the Novorossiyan 

flag above Debaltsevo after their victory. Mostly 

volunteers from the East defeated a mostly 

conscript Kiev coup regime.  
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was transparently false. Barely a month after the 

narrow election victory, Premier Palaszczuk 

announced that there would be selling of public 

assets, such as “old” public housing stock, as part 

of “day to day business transactions”!! (ABC news 

website 03-03-15) The ALP Deputy Premier 

Jackie Trad stated that assets that are “non-

strategic” could be slated for being sold, i.e. 

privatisation. Trad claimed this was not a broken 

election promise, as the ALP had only committed 

to not selling strategic assets. Trad also indicated 

that some major asset sales, for which contracts 

had already been signed, would go ahead. 

(Brisbane Times website – 05-03-15) 

 

 

 

The lessons for the working class are clear. No 

capitalist party – the ALP, the LNP, or any other,  

 

The lessons for the working class should be clear. 

No capitalist party, the ALP, the LNP, or any 

other, can be trusted to do scarcely anything 

other than serve the interests of millionaires and 

billionaires, at the expense of workers, 

pensioners and students, and others struggling to 

get by. The ALP, just like the LNP, governs for 

the elite sections of Australian and international 

capital, and is prepared to use any amount of 

taxpayers resources to help bail out capital in the 

midst of one of the most dire capitalist economic 

crises in history. During times of such crises, 

illusions in social-democracy can actually 

increase, not decrease. In the absence of 

genuine class struggle, the idea that “all we can 

do” is to vote for the ever so slightly more liberal 

major party appears as the only option. Hence at 

times such as these it is more necessary than 

ever for pro-working class Union members and 

left parties to agitate for the breaking of illusions 

in social-democracy, which in our case largely 

takes the form of support for the ALP, and to a 

lesser extent the Australian Greens. This needs 

to be done in the process of agitating for, and 

attempting to spur on, class struggle.  

 

The idea that workers can vote against 

privatisation, and have privatisation halted, within 

the existing parliamentary system, has been 

exposed as fraudulent. Yet this is precisely the 

false notion that almost the entire Trade Union 

leadership promoted and carried out in the lead-

up to, and during the election campaign. The 

Queensland Council of Unions (QCU) initiated 

and funded a “Put the LNP last” campaign. The 

implication was that they were not calling for a 

vote for any party, but only a vote against the 

LNP. Yet this can be seen through like a pane of 

glass. Without saying so openly, the call to “Put 

the LNP last” was, in the context of a corporatised 

two party system, a call to vote ALP. Yet it was 

the ALP who began the privatisation of state 

assets in Queensland, which dramatically 

escalated under former Premier Anna Bligh. The 

ALP’s privatisation of roads, freight rail, ports and 

forests was the main reason why the ALP was 

almost wiped out as a parliamentary party in the 

2012 election, and it was the LNP’s continuation 

of privatisation which led to its dumping earlier 

this year. No sooner do we have the ALP back in 

government the privatisation of state assets 

begins again! Nor is voting independent a 

guarantee against privatisation either. Peter 

Wellington, the independent member for Nicklin, 

who has made some valid criticisms of the 

excesses of the former LNP government, agreed 

that the sale of land should go ahead, and that he 

was only opposed to sales of “necessary 

infrastructure”. (Sunshine Coast Daily – 06-03-15) 

This is an identical bogus claim to oppose 

privatisation as that of the ALP, who has 

incidentally rewarded his support for forming 

government with the position of speaker of 

parliament. 

 

Above: The ALP’s Annastacia Palaszczuk 

campaigning in the state election under a “stop 

the asset sell-off banner”. This was a bald-faced lie 

– the ALP restarted privatising assets a month after 

being elected on January 31, 2015. 
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The Electrical Trades Union (ETU) has been the 

most active in building campaigns to oppose the 

privatisation of state assets in Queensland. It has 

organised a “Not4Sale” drive which has been 

active. However, the leadership of the ETU 

ensured that it was tailored almost entirely 

towards electoral ends. There were many pickets 

and actions organised, outside speaking 

engagements for the former Premier, or any LNP 

member. While some of these actions are indeed 

useful, the only political message put forward was 

essentially that voting ALP will protect public 

assets. This was false, and Union members’ 

money was effectively used to campaign for the 

ALP. And more damage is done in reinforcing 

illusions amongst workers not only in the ALP, but 

in the capitalist system. By continually insisting 

that there is a more liberal wing of the Australian 

ruling class that will look after you if you only give 

it a go, the ETU leadership set up the workers for 

more and more defeats – as we have now 

experienced with the ALP committing to selling off 

more public housing. The pro-ALP ETU 

leadership was unfortunately joined by some 

leftist parties, who uncritically endorsed the 

“Not4Sale” campaign, with its unstated call to 

vote ALP. By contrast, we in the MLF refused on 

principle to join the implicit vote ALP campaign, 

albeit under the rubric of “Put the LNP last”. We 

called on workers, in the absence of any genuine 

pro-working class candidates, to cast a blank 

ballot, but commit to class struggle outside and 

where necessary, against parliament. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s an old saying, but it still rings true. That is, if 

you vote for one of the two major parties as a 

lesser evil, you end up with both the lesser evil 

and the greater evil combined. At election times, 

many workers come under pressure of their own 

conservative Union leaders and other liberal 

wings of the ruling class, to cast a vote for the 

ALP regardless of how often or how poorly the 

ALP treats them. It’s a zero sum game. Firstly, it 

tends to delay serious class struggle for several 

more years, at which time workers are again 

called upon to vote ALP, even if in a disguised 

way such as “Put the LNP last”. The focus on 

elections and parliament, consciously fostered by 

treacherous Union leaders, assisted by 

opportunist left parties, demoralises workers more 

and more, as they can feel their material well-

being, and that of future generations, getting 

worse and worse. What is urgently needed is a 

switch of focus to serious class struggle, which 

can take many forms, but ultimately must include 

Union led industrial action. It is through this 

struggle, rather than the endless cycle of 

parliamentary elections for parties of the ruling 

class, that has the potential to win real gains for 

working people, which will then flow on to other 

areas such as the provision of public services and 

the genuine preservation of the natural 

environment. The mobilisation of working people 

for this task can include workers running their own 

candidates for election to the rulers’ parliament, 

but it can never afford to be subordinate to this 

parliament – ultimately an anti-worker organ. 

 

The only assemblies that workers’ should 

ultimately respect are those that result from a 

struggle for workers’ power. And these bodies 

themselves will be a transitional form subordinate 

At left below : One of the pickets organised by the 

ETU leadership against the sell-off of electricity in 

Queensland. While actions such as these are 

necessary, the only political strategy offered was 

to “put the LNP last” – a backhanded way of 

pleading for a vote to the ALP. Note the placard 

which says “vote to save your power asset”.   

There is no way to vote against privatisation – or 

much else – under capitalism. 
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to the struggle for workers’ rule in Europe, Japan 

and the United States, joining with the existing 

socialist states. Until such time, workers in 

Queensland need to embark on the path of class 

struggle to win immediate gains. There are many 

negative flow-on effects from the relentless drive 

to privatise, including mass unemployment, 

unaffordable electricity, water and public transport 

costs. To contain any struggle against these 

elements, the government are also trying to 

normalise the militarisation of public areas and 

public transport, using fully armed police, 

combined with Translink ticket inspectors dressed 

in paramilitary get-up, who are simply there to 

harass and prosecute citizens. Enough!   

We cannot afford to go even further backwards. 

Some of the demands that we suggest should be 

raised and fought for immediately are: 

-          Stop and Reverse Privatisation! Full public 

ownership of the roads, ports, railways, electricity 

generation, distribution and supply, water 

services, state forests, state land, state primary 

and secondary schools! 

-          To address unemployment, a shorter work 

week with no loss in pay! 

-          Stop all public housing sell-offs, and 

dramatically increase public housing stock! 

-          Abolish all water charges! Abolish all toll 

roads! Halve electricity costs! 

-          For concession prices for the unemployed 

on public transport! Halve all public transport 

costs! Abolish the Tertiary Transport Concession 

Card! 

- No armed cops on public transport! Stop the 

intimidation of public transport users! No 

prosecution for not having a ticket or go card! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NO MORE US BACKED COUPS! IMPERIALIST 
HANDS OFF VENEZUELA, SYRIA, LIBYA, 
UKRAINE, HONG KONG! 
 
06-03-15 – It is almost exactly a year since a 
violent coup attempt was made against the 
Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela by ultra-right 
wing opposition, known as “guarimbas”, in which 
43 people perished. This week, Venezuela has 
again had to act to foil another violent coup 
attempt, when it was announced that a retired 
Venezuelan Air Force general was among 10 
military and civilian officers arrested. President 
Nicolas Maduro stated on national television that 
the coup plotters had confessed. He accused the 
government of the United States of America for 
conspiring with the coup plotters. The role of 
Washington in previous coup attempts has been 
proven. Indeed, according to Eva Golinger, this 
year President Obama approved a State 
Department fund of $5 million to support anti-
government groups in Venezuela, alongside $1.2 
million in financing from the congressionally 
funded National Endowment for Democracy. It is 
estimated that millions more are being pumped 
into the Venezuelan opposition through unofficial 
channels. (Venezuelanalysis website).  
 
What is being attempted repeatedly by US 
imperialism in Venezuela is the overthrow of a 
sovereign state. Yet in recent years, there have 
been many similar attempts by the US to 
overthrow other sovereign states, and one of 

For the emancipation of 

workers from the chains of 

capital!  

Join the Marxist-Leninist 

Front! 
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them – Libya – has unfortunately been 
successful. The US, along with the UK, France, 
armed and funded Libyan opposition groups, 
many of which were enmeshed with Al-Qaeda. 
The US then used NATO to bomb Libya, enabling 
Al-Qaeda and other right wing opposition groups 
to murder Colonel Gaddafi and destroy Libya’s 
sovereign government. The government led by 
Colonel Gaddafi had ensured the highest 
standard of living in Africa for its people, with no 
payment required for electricity supply and most 
education facilities. Despite some 
accommodation to the West in recent years, Libya 
remained independent. Former Venezuelan 
President and inspirational leader Hugo Chavez 
recognised this, and in one of his visits gave 
Colonel Gaddafi the Sword of Bolivar, a huge 
gesture, from one anti-imperialist leader to 
another.  
 

 
 
 
Above:  In 2010, Hugo Chavez, the inspirational 
leader of the Bolivarian Revolution, gave visiting 
Libyan Leader Muammar Gaddafi a replica of the 
Sword of Bolivar. The Sword of Bolivar is the 
sword of Venezuela’s independence  fighter 
Simon Bolivar, revered in Venezuela’s history. 
During the visit, Chavez also offered to mediate 
between the Libyan government and the 
opposition in order to prevent the overthrow  of 
sovereign Libya. It was a strong display of anti-
imperialist solidarity from Latin America to Africa. 
  
The other major sovereign state which the US is 
still attempting to overthrow by covert and overt 
means, is the Syrian Arab Republic. For at least 4 
years, the US, along with its allies in Israel, Saudi 
Arabia, Qatar and Turkey, have been waging a 
proxy war to take out one of the few countries in 
the Middle East which is not totally subservient to 
the West. Some of the very Al-Qaeda operatives 
which helped overthrow Libya are now in Syria, 
along with jihadists from 83 different countries. All 
of them are being armed, funded and trained by 
the US and its allies, the rhetoric about “fighting 

ISIS” notwithstanding. The Syrian government, 
led by the popularly elected President Bashar Al-
Assad, have heroically resisted this proxy war, 
protecting its secular state, and many Christians 
and other faiths at the same time. Former 
Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez went to his 
unfortunately early end defending Syria against 
this horrendous war. Current President Nicolas 
Maduro is just as resolute in the defence of Syria 
today. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Above: United Socialist Party of Venezuela 
(PSUV) members demonstrate in solidarity with 
Syria outside the Syrian consulate in Venezuela. 
There is a sizable Syrian expatriate community in 
Venezuela. Nonetheless, Venezuelans, along 
with most Latin Americans, are very familiar with 
the US waging a “dirty war” to overthrow a 
democratically elected government. It has 
occurred countless times throughout the 20th and 
21st century history of Latin America, and indeed 
is still occurring today. 
 
It should be noted that the Australian government 
currently has 600 soldiers and 6 Super Hornet 
fighter jets in the area of Iraq and Syria, expressly 
backing the US effort to overthrow Syria. And, it 
has provided “non-lethal aid” to another US 
backed coup  – the neo-Nazi Ukrainian coup 
government. (SMH website – 03-09-14) The US 
government, often with the support of the 
Australian government, has absolutely no qualms 
about the political or ideological intentions of 
those they arm and fund for military takeovers of 
related countries. In Libya and Syria, the 
“opposition” forces they armed and funded were 
some of the most reactionary Islamic 
fundamentalists ever seen. In fact, there are 
many doubts about whether ISIS is even based 
on Islamic fundamentalism at all. Murder, torture, 
beheadings and even cannibalism were not 
beyond those who made up the “Free Syrian 
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Army”, Al-Qaeda, Al-Nusra, Salafists and at a 
later time, ISIS.  In the Ukraine, however, the 
“opposition” were not jihadists, but fascists. 
There, the US has been openly politically backing 
fascist and Nazi groups. These fascist militias are, 
for the moment, the mainstay of the Kiev coup 
government. They were used to overthrow the 
previously elected Ukrainian government led by 
Victor Yanukovych on February 22 last year.  
 
If the definition of fascism includes the use of 
violent force to eliminate political opponents, then 
there is much similarity between the Kiev 
government and the Venezuelan opposition. Both 
use violence, or the threat of violence, to 
overthrow or threaten to overthrow governments 
not to their liking. Both are backed politically by 
the US, and overtly or covertly funded by them. 
The February 22 fascist coup in Kiev last year 
came after years of US funding for Non-
Government Organisations (NGOs) to the tune of 
$5 billion over the years since the 
counterrevolutionary destruction of the Soviet 
Union – by their own admission! (politifact.com – 
03-19-14) The fascist supported and US backed 
Kiev government has gone on to wage war 
against Eastern Ukrainians, who have been 
forced to set up their own People’s Republics in 
anti-fascist self-defence. The ultimate aim of the 
US is to use NATO to install a pro-Western 
government, which will then be used as a bulwark 
to undermine or break up Russia.  
 

 
 
Above:  Hong Kong counterrevolutionary 
“democracy” advocates Martin Lee and Anson 
Chan personally meet with US Vice President Joe 
Biden in the White House in April last year. In 
September, pro-Western students and others 
attempted violent occupations of government 
buildings in Hong Kong, essentially demanding 
different electoral rules there than the rest of the 
People’s Republic of China. The pro-capitalist 
rallies failed to gain public support.  
 

It’s not only Russia that the US aims to break up, 
undermine or overthrow. This is also the plan for 
the People’s Republic of China – the world’s most 
powerful socialist state. China itself is too large to 
overthrow from the outside, so the aim, like 
Russia, is to break off chunks of the whole by 
funding counterrevolutionary forces inside. This 
was why the US covertly funded and politically 
backed the so-called “Occupy Hong Kong” rallies 
in September last year. In April last year, pro-
capitalist “democracy” leaders Martin Lee and 
Anson Chan personally met with US Vice 
President Joe Biden in the White House itself! 
(rt.com – 07-04-14) Less than six months later, 
pro-Western and pro-British students led a series 
of attempted occupations of government buildings 
in Hong Kong. This included a grossly hypocritical 
attempt to appropriate the “Occupy” sentiment 
from the movement which previously was set up 
to protest against the vast inequalities 
engendered by the capitalist system, despite 
some of the participant’s varied views. Yet 
“Occupy Hong Kong” was implicitly pro-capitalist, 
albeit under the absurd claim that they stood for 
“democracy” – when there was not a shred of 
democracy permitted in Hong Kong under British 
rule. 
 
 
There is an urgent need for solidarity with 
Venezuela in the face of repeated US backed 
coup attempts. Yet if we are to truly stave off 
these gross violations of Venezuelan sovereignty, 
we need to be consistent across the board, and 
oppose ALL US backed coups. The international 
solidarity for Venezuela can only be strong 
enough if it is global. 
 
In a recent interview, renowned international 
journalist John Pilger described Venezuela as a 
“reformist social democracy with a capitalist 
base”. While we agree with this characterisation, 
this should not in the least diminish our defence 
of the independence and sovereignty of the 
Bolivarian Republic. The Bolivarian revolution has 
achieved many important gains for Venezuelan 
workers. It has simultaneously pushed back the 
encroach of US imperialism over Latin America, 
and internationally. Yet the US funded subversion 
in Venezuela will continue as long as Venezuela 
remains in this social-democratic framework. For 
one thing, US funded subversion is made 
somewhat easier while this is the case. It is the 
case that the neighbouring Republic of Cuba, 
which formed a socialist state out of their 1959 
revolution, is still the target of US funded 
subversion. However, due to the fact that Cuban 
workers hold state power, they are generally able 
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to intercept, arrest or otherwise prevent serious 
attempts to foster and foment counter-revolution 
against Cuban socialism.  
 
The Bolivarian revolution in Venezuela, on the 
other hand, is not yet a socialist revolution. For a 
socialist revolution requires the seizing of state 
power by the workers, supported or at least not 
opposed, by other social layers. Socialism begins 
with the seizure of state power, it cannot be 
achieved even by 15 years of winning elections. 
One indicator of this was the fact that during the 
violent attempted coup 12 months ago, the 
Venezuelan armed forces were mobilised, but not 
authorised, to put down the violence. For while 
the Venezuelan armed forces remain national 
armed forces, they are restricted in being able to 
reign in the class enemies of the Bolivarian 
revolutionary process. For this, the Venezuelan 
armed forces need to be sworn to protect not the 
“nation”, but the working classes – which again 
poses the question of who holds state power. In 
the meantime, the defence of the sovereignty of 
Venezuela must be absolute.  NO MORE US 
BACKED COUPS! IMPERIALIST HANDS OFF 
VENEZUELA!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REBUILD OUR UNIONS FROM THE GROUND 

UP! PUSH ASIDE OFFICIALS WHO STAND IN 

OUR WAY! FOR WORKERS’ POWER!  

This is the text of a leaflet which was distributed 

to workers attending the March 4 rallies called by 

the Australian Council of Trade Unions (ACTU). 

 

4-3-15 – It is well past time that some semblance 

of a fightback is organised. Workers’ rights in 

2015 stand at the lowest point since Federation. 

Even before the world crisis of the capitalist 

economies began in 2008, workers had been hit 

with three decades of assaults on rights and 

conditions won over a century of struggle. Since 

the crisis, these assaults have picked up pace. 

The Victorian Electrical Trades Union (ETU), in 

the process of building today’s rally, suggested a 

list of items to march against. These included: 

Removing penalty rates, attacking RDOs, 

increasing the retirement age to 70, the Federal 

Building Code, the reintroduction of the Australian 

Building and Construction Commission, 

dismantling Medicare, deregulating TAFE and 

Universities and slashing support for 

apprenticeships and training for unemployed 

youth. 
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It is of course more than welcome that today’s 

national rallies have been called by the Australian 

Council of Trade Unions (ACTU). However, we 

should be wary of giving the top leadership of the 

ACTU, and their associated state bodies, carte 

blanche to steer this campaign in defence of our 

rights as workers, and as the public. For the top 

leaders of the ACTU have allowed the situation to 

reach the dire stage we find ourselves in today. 

For example, around 40% of the Australian 

workforce is in temporary, casual or contract 

work. This is a staggering figure, but for the 

employers it means ongoing downward pressure 

on wages, conditions and rights of those who are 

in permanent work. And the working conditions 

for those who are in relatively stable work are 

frequently stressful and physically and mentally 

exhausting. The conditions in many workplaces, 

especially in the construction industry, are simply 

unhealthy. Unemployment is another huge 

problem, now the highest it has been in 12 years. 

Unemployment needs to be fought; we can’t just 

sit back and wait for better times.. 

 

Workers and their allies know how bad the 

situation is, but how do we fight it? First, we have 

to recognise that some of the conditions we face 

are a result of one of the worst capitalist 

economic crises in over 100 years. This crisis, 

which began in 2008, is a systemic, rather than a 

standard cyclical boom and bust. But this is only 

half of the story. The other major reason why 

Australia’s workers find themselves in ever-

worsening circumstances is the betrayal by our 

own Union leaderships. There are exceptions, but 

for the most part, Union leaders have either been 

silent about, or have been complicit with, major 

assaults on workers’ rights and conditions over a 

30 year period. Many Unions simply don’t have 

members meetings, the conservative officials 

refuse to organise them. Many officials don’t even 

call meetings at the time when workers are under 

attack in the workplace. For example, in 

Queensland, up to 15 000 state public servants 

were sacked in 2012, and no Union leadership 

called even one minute of industrial action! 

 

Many of these officials are in very well paid and 

stable jobs, which often the members they 

represent don’t enjoy. This whole officialdom, the 

trade union bureaucracy, is a product of 

economic development itself, so they can’t be 

wished away. To rebuild our Unions, conservative 

officials need to be pushed aside – but workers 

can only do this collectively. Going one out before 

the Union bureaucracy plays into their hands. But 

if a group of workers, or a whole workplace, was 

to place the pressure on their Union officials, it’s a 

different situation. In many cases, it will be 

necessary for workers to take action without the 

sanction of the conservative bureaucracy.  

 

What is desperately needed in this struggle is 

workers’ unity. This needs to be extended to all 

workers in Australia, whether or not they are on a 

457 visa, and all workers overseas. It is worth 

noting that workers in the socialist states in the 

Asia-Pacific region – China, Vietnam, the DPRK – 

often have stable working conditions and stable 

jobs – given that the victory of socialism in their 

country has taken their economies out of the 

capitalist casino, which remains in dire crisis. 

Ultimately, workers’ rights can only be 

permanently guaranteed through the establishing 

of a workers’ republic. In the meantime, through 

workers’ unity, the Union movement is capable of 

pushing aside treacherous leaders and officials, 

rebuilding itself, and once again winning real 

gains for workers. Some slogans the workers’ 

movement could put forward are: Permanent jobs 

for all workers! Full Union rights! Fund 

Universities, TAFEs, Healthcare and public 

transport! For workers’ rule!  
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The following is the text of a leaflet distributed to 

the counter-rally against the fascist “Reclaim 

Australia” rallies organised by various Neo-Nazi 

outfits around Australia on April 4. 

 

 

 

 

 

ULTRA-

NATIONALISM, 

RACISM AND 

BIGOTRY ARE NO 

SOLUTION. WORKERS 

CAN DEFEAT 

FASCISM! ALL OUT 

ON APRIL 4! 

20-03-15 – Working people and the 

oppressed should take note – fascism arises 

due to two conditions being present. The first 

is an economic collapse of the capitalist 

system. The second is the absence of a 

genuine class struggle left wing party and 

mass movement prepared to lead workers in 

a struggle for socialism. Here we see the 

beginnings of such a collapse, and the 

organised left is largely dispersed. Hence we 

see shoots of fascism arising – this time 

under the guise of “Reclaim Australia”. 

National rallies are being held in capital cities 

and some regional areas, organised by 

various ultra-nationalist groups, on April 4, 

which has triggered anti-fascist counter 

demonstrations. The MLF urges all workers 

and their supporters to mobilise for the 

counter rallies. In Brisbane, the planned 

action is at King George Square at 11am. 

Make no mistake, the flag waving “patriotism” 

and nationalism of “Reclaim Australia” hides 

the psychotic and fascist tendencies of neo-

Nazism. One of the targets of their vicious 

bile is anyone who practices the Islamic faith, 

with their wildly false claims about Sharia Law 

and Halal food. But anyone who is a migrant, 

Aboriginal, ethnic or any minority, person of 

colour, gay or lesbian, or a worker who is a 

member of, or supports Unions, are also 

targets of fascists, potentially for deadly 

extermination. This is why fascists cannot be 

treated as just others who have a differing 

political opinion. Their actions present a clear 

and present physical danger to anyone who 

appears “foreign”, indigenous, or to workers 

and their organisations – especially Trade 

Unions. Fascists must be prevented, by any 

means necessary, from publicly marching or 

organising in public. This is a simple matter of 

self-defence. 

Fascism sprouts, and can very easily thrive, 

in the absence of an organised and politically 

aware labour movement. In Australia today, 

the Union movement is almost totally 

hamstrung by treacherous pro-capitalist, and 

often pro-ALP, leaders and officials. These 

misleaders have colluded, and often helped 

implement, at least 30 years of austerity 

measures against workers, even before they 

were known as such. When workers and their 

supporters are continually sold out and 

betrayed by their own Union leaders, the 

demoralisation can easily turn in other 

directions. Anyone providing answers – even 

fascists, are then considered. If sufficiently 

organised, the intervention of a revolutionary 

workers’ party linked to the Unions has the 

power to prevent the drift to the far- right. If 
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such a workers’ party does not exist, it must 

be built. 

 

Above: Anti-racist protester waves the flag of the 

Syrian Arab Republic at the April 4 counter-

demonstration. The backdrop to the extreme 

Islamophobia being whipped up by the Federal 

Government is its waging of war against Syria, in 

cahoots with the US and its allies. There are 

currently 1000 Australian troops in Iraq and Syria. 

Photo by The Courier Mail. 

The other condition which has enabled 

fascism to rear its ugly head now, is the near 

total absence of an anti-war movement. 

Capitalism remains in a dire economic crisis, 

and this drives ever more reckless war 

provocations, principally by Western 

imperialism. In recent years, NATO, fully 

backed by Canberra, destroyed Libya and 

lynched former leader Colonel Gaddafi in the 

streets. This was after funding and arming Al-

Qaeda and other jihadists against the former 

Libyan government. At the same time, the US 

empire was funding, arming and training 

similar jihadists against the Syrian Arab 

Republic, and is still doing so five years later. 

Unfortunately, not only has the majority of 

leftist parties not opposed the US led wars for 

“regime change” on Libya and Syria, they 

have given backhanded support to them, 

albeit under the guise of backing an 

imaginary  Libyan  or  Syrian “revolution”.  

The fact that the only people  participating    

in these alleged “revolutions” were 

US/Saudi/Israeli/Turkish/Qatari-armed 

jihadists, was, for them, a minor matter.  

The whipping up of anti-Islamic bigotry to 

justify war abroad and the shredding of any 

semblance of democratic rights for workers at 

home, is no minor matter, however. Deluded 

individuals who blame “Islam” for the 

problems stemming from the economic and 

social disintegration of capitalist society are 

conveniently being used by the very Labor 

and Liberal governments they no doubt 

scorn. They are also perhaps unaware that 

the Taliban, Al-Qaeda and now ISIS are 

almost entirely creations of US led 

imperialism, dating back to the arming of the 

Mujahideen against the Soviet Union in 

Afghanistan in the 1980s. The US led war in 

Afghanistan against the USSR, backed by 

Canberra, eventually succeeded in 

contributing to the counterrevolution which 

destroyed the Soviet bloc – which was indeed 

the long standing aim of the US empire.  

In a similar way, the aim of the US empire, 

along with its Saudi/Israeli/Qatari/Turkish 

allies, is the overthrow of the sovereign 

Syrian Arab Republic. The arming, funding 

and training of all manner of Salafist, 

Wahabist, Al-Qaeda and the manufactured 

“ISIS” groups are all efforts to prosecute this 

aim. Politically backing this project are the US 

lackey imperialist states of the UK and 

France, and the junior imperialist Australian 

state. Once Syria is taken out, Iran will be 

deprived of a major ally, which will be an 

easier target. Once Iran has gone, the larger 

US targets of Russia and China beckon. 100 

years after the original Anzac landing, the 

Abbott government, fully supported by 

Shorten, are using flag waving ultra-

nationalism to create another war myth of 

diggers going to fight a good fight. That they 

are scapegoating Muslims here and abroad 

to serve their aim of endless war, as well as 

degrading even basic democratic rights for 



16 
 

workers here, should indicate to us the 

depths to which they are prepared to sink.  

 

Above: Far-right racist demagogue Pauline 

Hanson addresses the “Reclaim Australia” rally in 

Brisbane, flanked by deluded ultra-nationalists. 

Despite Hanson’s lack of general awareness, the 

alliance of the fascist organisers with the likes of 

Hanson is a dangerous sign for the workers’ 

movement. Photo by The Brisbane Times. 

The severe Islamophobia, whipped up by the 

Federal Government, is inseparable from the 

wars it is either waging or preparing for. 

“ISIS” – which is armed by the very states 

claiming to wage war against it – is a 

convenient cover. It is thus impossible to 

oppose the Islamophobia and fascism of 

“Reclaim Australia” without also opposing the 

drive to imperialist war. Ultimately imperialist 

war can only be halted through the overthrow 

of the capitalist state and the establishment of 

a worker’s government. While we work 

towards this goal, we must now sweep the 

incipient fascist movement off the streets, so 

that workers and all minorities can walk the 

streets of their own town in safety. Fascism 

must not be allowed to flourish, for by then it 

will be too late. In order to defeat the threat of 

fascism and potential world war, workers here 

must at a minimum demand: 

Australian troops out of the Middle East!  

Victory to Syria!   

Defeat Islamophobia by defeating the “war 

on terror”!  

Mobilise workers to sweep fascism off the 

streets!  
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North Korea’s Food Situation: 
Stable and Improving 

by Scott A. Snyder  
February 17, 2015  

This article first appeared at: 

http://blogs.cfr.org/asia/2015/02/17/nort
h-koreas-food-situation-stable-and-
improving/ 

When asked in his January 22 interview with 
YouTube [9:00 ff.] about the likely effects of 
greater sanctions on North Korea following 
the Sony hack, President Obama repeated a 
mantra widely associated with North Korea 
that as a result of its isolated, authoritarian 
leadership, “the country can’t really even feed 
its own people” and that “over time, a regime 
like this will collapse.” But the latest reports 
show that North Korea’s food situation is 
stable, and the leadership probably thinks it is 
doing better, not worse. 

The UN Food and Agricultural Organization 
(FAO) released its latest assessment of the 
situation in North Korea on February 3, 
2015.  The nature of the assessment differs 
from assessments of previous years in that it 
relies solely on DPRK figures supplemented 
by additional observations based on FAO 
satellite analysis and educated judgements 
regarding DPRK production gathered through 
past experience inside the DPRK, but the 
report does not benefit from information 

http://www.marxistleninistfront.blogspot.com.au/
http://blogs.cfr.org/asia/author/ssnyder
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GbR6iQ62v9k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GbR6iQ62v9k
http://www.fao.org/giews/english/shortnews/20150203DPRK.htm
http://www.fao.org/giews/english/shortnews/20150203DPRK.htm
http://www.wfp.org/countries/korea-democratic-peoples-republic-dprk/publications/crop-and-food-assessments
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gathered during past on-the-ground food 
security assessment missions.  These 
missions had been taking place annually 
through the fall of 2013 but the mission did 
not occur in the fall of 2014. 

 

Above: Agricultural scene from the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 
(DPRK). Every square centimetre of arable 
land is used for the often difficult task of food 
production, in a country which effectively 
freezes for six months of the year. Despite 
this, the DPRK’s food supply situation is 
improving. Photo from KCNA. 

 

The fact that the DPRK decided not to 
continue to host an annual UN FAO field 
assessment is double-edged.  On the one 
hand, the failure to approve the mission itself 
provides confirmation that DPRK authorities 
are increasingly confident in their improved 
food security situation. The DPRK appears to 
have made steady progress in domestic 
production in recent years, but at the same 
time growing income inequality in North 
Korea has resulted in continuing malnutrition 
among some sectors of the population, 
especially in rural areas.  On the other hand, 
the decision to cancel the food assessment 
mission in 2014 leaves the FAO reliant on a 
combination of technical tools and information 
voluntarily provided by the government of the 
DPRK for the information used to make its 
assessment of the food situation in the 
DPRK.  Over time, the quality of the 
assessment could be degraded without the 

opportunity to supplement these observations 
with local experience gained through physical 
visits to various parts of North Korea. 

The bottom line of the FAO assessment is 
that North Korean food production has 
“remained stagnant” in 2014 at 5.94 million 
tons compared to the 5.93 million tons 
realized in 2013-2014. (This result was 
50,000 tons below the FAO projection of 5.98 
million tons released in November of 
2013.)  The FAO report projects a poor winter 
wheat and barley harvest in the coming 
months, but this harvest represents only 
about 10 percent of North Korean overall 
production.  Even with this poorer than 
expected result, the FAO anticipates that the 
DPRK will need to import 407,000 tons of 
cereal to meet its overall need. 

The 2013 FAO report had projected a cereal 
import requirement of 340,000 tons for 2013-
2014.  This amount is 8 percent greater than 
the actual amount of DPRK imports (313,755 
tons) reported during that period.  DPRK 
commercial cereal imports during this period 
included 248,603 tons of wheat flour from 
China.  In addition, food aid to the DPRK 
declined “significantly” to about 65,152 tons 
of cereals. 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations Global Information and Early 
Warning System Update for North Korea 
(February 3, 2015), pg. 8 

Interestingly, according to this year’s report 
the Russian Federation surpassed China as 
the largest bilateral donor to North Korea in 
2013-14 with 28,700 tons of wheat, followed 
by China with 8,300 tons of 
maize.  Multilateral cereal food assistance 
rose by almost 10 percent to 36,385 tons in 
2013-2014.  The attached chart from the 
report shows the substantial reduction in 
DPRK cereal imports to around 300,000 tons 
from about one million tons of assistance 
required in the aftermath of North Korea’s 
famine in the mid-2000s.  It also shows North 
Korea beginning to meet its production 
shortfalls through commercial procurement 
rather than reliance on international aid. 

http://blogs.piie.com/nk/?p=9282
http://blogs.piie.com/nk/?p=9282
http://www.fao.org/docrep/019/aq118e/aq118e.pdf


18 
 

The FAO assessment of North Korean food 
production is consistent with anecdotal 
reports that North Korea has made 
productivity improvements in recent years 
and that the North Korean economy is stable 
if not growing slowly.  Andrei Lankov reports 
on the basis of defector interviews that a 
number of the agricultural and market reforms 
made under Kim Jong-un appear to be taking 
hold.  This means that North Korea’s two-
pronged policy of simultaneous economic and 
nuclear development is showing some 
modest results on the economic side.  The 
problem is that the nuclear priority remains in 
place and North Korea’s efforts to develop 
missile and nuclear programs continues to 
proceed unchecked. 

North Korea’s apparent economic progress is 
bad news for those who expect increased 
sanctions to be decisive in driving North 
Korea to make a strategic choice to give up 
its nuclear weapons.  So far, the effects of 
increased sanctions have been far from 
generating sufficient economic pressure to 
induce North Korea to make such a 
choice.  Under current circumstances, there 
is nothing to stop North Korea from having its 
cake and its yellowcake, too. 

 

SYRIZA: THIRD PARTY OF 
GREEK CAPITALISM!     
SOCIAL DEMOCRACY 

CANNOT SAVE EUROPE.  FOR 
WORKERS’ RULE! 

04-02-15  It only lasted a few hours. 

Within that time, SYRIZA – the “Coalition 

of the Radical Left”, which had won the 

majority of votes in the January 25 

elections, began negotiations with the 

Independent Greeks (ANEL), in order to 

form a capitalist government. ANEL are an 

ultra-nationalist, xenophobic anti-

immigrant party of the far right. SYRIZA, 

which began as a split from the 

Communist Party of Greece (KKE), has 

now morphed into a classical social 

democratic formation, which has been 

moving steadily rightwards since 2012. 

Despite constantly employing all kinds of 

anti-austerity, social justice and 

progressive rhetoric, SYRIZA has been at 

pains to assure the Greek and European 

ruling class that its administration will 

pose no danger to their wealth and power. 

The unprincipled manoeuvre with ANEL 

was a part of this.  The Greek working 

class, which has endured 5 years of 

horrific attacks on what remains of their 

living standards, and remain in a 

precarious situation, are offered only 

crumbs from SYRIZA.  Despite this, many 

Greek workers see little other option, and 

have cast a vote for SYRIZA in vain hope. 

Social democracy is never the correct 

option for the working class, but it is a 

positively dangerous option in times when 

capitalism is looking for ways to contain 

and prevent the workers from moving 

towards taking state power themselves. 

Social democracy, i.e. using the capitalist 

state to redistribute wealth, will not be 

able to improve the living and working 

conditions at this historical juncture, when 

world capitalism finds itself mired in the 

worst economic crisis it has endured, 

perhaps ever. It is not an option for the 

capitalist rulers now, as it was, for 

example, in the post Second World War 

period. Then, with the massive destruction 

http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2014/11/reforming-north-korea-20141117121917871925.html#.VHvdyTJrLyY.twitter
http://blogs.cfr.org/asia/2013/11/20/the-motivations-behind-north-koreas-pursuit-of-simultaneous-economic-and-nuclear-development/
http://blogs.cfr.org/asia/2013/11/20/the-motivations-behind-north-koreas-pursuit-of-simultaneous-economic-and-nuclear-development/
http://blogs.cfr.org/asia/2013/11/20/the-motivations-behind-north-koreas-pursuit-of-simultaneous-economic-and-nuclear-development/
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of human and physical capital as a result 

of the war, AND with the counterweight of 

the Soviet Union and the Eastern Bloc – 

the Western capitalist ruling classes felt 

they had no option but to deliver a form of 

“welfare state” for workers – relatively 

free healthcare, education and social 

security generally. Moreover, wartime 

destruction meant that capital was able to 

expand rapidly in that time, ultimately 

causing a labour shortage, and thus 

plentiful employment. Yet even these 

conditions only lasted until the mid-1970s, 

when world capitalism began once again 

to enter recession like conditions. Since 

then, to varying degrees, the workers in 

the capitalist West have endured some 

level of austerity.  

The austerity that Greek workers have 

endured is, of course, much more drastic 

since 2009. Yet it is a mistake to believe 

that the classical period of social 

democracy  - the post Second World War 

period – can now be revived, or that social 

democratic policies can simply be put in 

place by a more “left” government, such 

as one led by SYRIZA.  For one thing, the 

devastation of workers’ living conditions in 

Greece caused by a decrepit capitalist 

system has led to the rapid growth of the 

fascist Golden Dawn. Golden Dawn is now 

the third largest party in the Greek 

parliament, and has well known support 

amongst the police and armed forces. 

Between 40 and 50 per cent of police 

officers are said to have voted for Golden 

Dawn at the last two elections. If SYRIZA 

does not deliver on its anti-austerity 

rhetoric, the resultant despair could well 

lead to Greek workers turning towards 

fascism. After all, it was the failure of 

social democracy in Germany in the 1920s 

that was a huge factor in the coming to 

power of the Nazis – who are the historical 

idols of Golden Dawn. This dangerous 

scenario is now more likely given that 

Panos Kammenos of the ANEL, has been 

appointed Defence Minister by SYRIZA.  

 

 

Perhaps the central issue in relation to the 

austerity measures brought against the 

working class, is membership of the 

European Union (EU). The infamous troika 

of the EU, the European Central Bank 

(ECB) and the International Monetary 

Fund (IMF), have been the initiators of the 

unrelenting savagery against workers on 

behalf of capital. The EU is essentially a 

capitalist trading bloc which is used for 

intra-ruling class backing for the 

suppression of workers all over Europe. 

This intra-capitalist state is the mortal 

enemy of the workers of Europe, and 

indeed the world. Yet SYRIZA fully backs 

the EU, and thoroughly rejects the notion 

of leaving or resigning from it. It is the 

Above: SYRIZA leader Alexis Tsiparas in warm 

discussions with the far-right ultra-conservative 

Panos Kammenos of the Independent Greeks 

(ANEL). ANEL are bitterly opposed to migrants, are 

homophobic, ultra-nationalist, and aim for more 

influence of the Greek Orthodox Church in the 

education system. Yet SYRIZA had no qualms about 

forming government with them, and even 

appointing Kammenos as Minister for Defence.  It 

is just one of the social-democratic betrayals of all 

Greeks who have supported and voted for SYRIZA. 

It wasn’t the first time that SYRIZA have formed an 

alliance with ANEL, and it demonstrates the depths 

to which SYRIZA are prepared to sink to appear as 

“sound managers” of a capitalist state. 
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case that SYRIZA questions German 

leadership of the EU, but it goes on to 

uphold the fantasy that the EU can be 

“democratised”, or made to work in the 

interests of the less affluent southern 

European states. Greece’s debt to the EU, 

which has been accumulated by the 

capitalist state attempting to prop up 

ailing Greek businesses, stands at around 

300 million Euro. This debt, which 

previous New Democracy (ND) and PASOK 

(Pan-Hellenic Socialist Movement) 

attempted to lump on Greek workers, has 

not been accumulated by workers and 

therefore should not be paid by workers.  

Yet Yanis Varoufakis, the new SYRIZA 

Finance Minister, rejects any suggestion 

that they will seek to write off even half of 

Greece’s debt. He declared “…there won’t 

be a duel between us and the EU….there 

won’t be any threats.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Varoufakis has form. He wrote an op-ed 

for the New York Times with James K 

Galbraith in 2013. In it, he wrote that if 

SYRIZA was elected “nothing vital would 

change for the United States”. He went 

on: “SYRIZA doesn’t intend to leave NATO 

or close American military bases”.  This 

says all that needs to be said about the 

international outlook of SYRIZA – not so 

much “all the way with LBJ” but all the 

way with the US Empire. Unfortunately, 

this position in an op-ed was effectively 

put into practice within a few days of 

SYRIZA’s election “victory”. After initially 

sounding some caution, SYRIZA folded and 

voted for extended EU sanctions on 

Russia. That is, SYRIZA is effectively 

standing with the illegal fascist Kiev 

government, which is backed by the US, 

Germany and NATO against the Donetsk 

and Lugansk People’s Republics as well as 

Russia. This is at a time when the US is 

openly discussing arming the Nazi Kiev 

government to the tune of 3 billion dollars 

– or the amount they are admitting to. Yet 

for SYRIZA, the prospect of world war is 

less important than its loyalty to the 

capitalist EU.  

 

SYRIZA supporters hail its “Thessaloniki 

Program” as evidence of its commitment 

to break with the austerity imposed on 

Greece over the last six years. In reality, 

the Thessaloniki Program barely chips 

away at the house of horrors Greek 

Above: SYRIZA Finance Minister Yanis Varoufakis in a 

warm embrace with the International Monetary Fund’s 

(IMF) Christine Legarde. The IMF, along with the 

European Union (EU) and the European Central Bank 

(ECB) comprise the hated Troika – the architects of 

austerity and mass misery for Greek workers. SYRIZA 

claim to be against the Troika and against austerity, 

while at the same time working with parts of the Troika 

to implement austerity with minor alterations.  
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workers have endured. According to the 

Greek Centre for Progressive Policy 

Research, 62.5 billion Euro worth of 

austerity measures were dumped on 

Greece from 2010 to 2014. However, 

SYRIZA’s Thessaloniki Program only 

proposes to spend 1.8 billion Euro of the 

11.3 billion Euro total cost of the program 

on “confronting the social catastrophe”. 

This will barely reach the millions of Greek 

workers, pensioners and unemployed as a 

result of the capitalist onslaught. What is 

more, SYRIZA leaders are already backing 

away from the extremely modest 

proposals contained in their program. On 

January 26, SYRIZA Central Committee 

member Stathis Kouvelakis wrote that 

“the financing plan set out in the 

Thessaloniki Program was based on very 

over optimistic estimates (or even simply 

wrong ones).” This is the social-democratic 

program that SYRIZA was elected on – and 

already it is preparing to water it down!  

This should put paid to any notion that 

SYRIZA are somehow in a different 

category to the usual parliamentary 

parties. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here in Australia, some left parties have 

been falling over themselves to 

opportunistically make mileage out of the 

SYRIZA election win – despite its alliance 

with the ultra-right. Most prominent 

amongst these are the Socialist Alliance 

and Socialist Alternative. These 

organisations do not appear to see any 

contradiction between claiming adherence 

to Marxism on the one hand, and building 

political support internationally for the 

clearly electoralist and liberal methods 

and aims of SYRIZA on the other. “SYRIZA 

is Greek for hope”, proclaims the Socialist 

Alliance. Yet “hope” is precisely why many 

Greek workers have cast a vote for SYRIZA 

– they “hope”, as a last resort, that SYRIZA 

may do something which may alleviate 

their suffering. It’s not as if it’s a vote of 

confidence or a ringing endorsement. And 

if SYRIZA insist on staying within the 

capitalist EU at all costs, it will be virtually 

impossible to seriously curtail any of the 

austerity measures. Likewise Socialist 

Alternative has hailed the SYRIZA victory 

as a “stunning victory for the left”. Their 

sister organisation, the Internationalist 

Workers Left (DEA), works within SYRIZA, 

Lower left  :Picture by Makis Sinodinos 

ANTARSYA (Anti-Capitalist Left Cooperation for the 

Overthrow) members lead a rally in downtown 

Athens on February 26 2015 in protest against the 

SYRIZA government making a deal for the 

extension of loan agreements, which require 

SYRIZA’s Finance Minister Yanis Varoufakis’ list of 

“reform” or austerity, measures to be applied.  
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as part of the “Left Platform”. So in a 

sense it is bound to talk up SYRIZA, while 

making some suggestions about 

continuing the struggle to retain left 

credibility. Yet from all reports within 

Greece, it is not uncontroversial to refer to 

SYRIZA as a reformist party – people on 

the ground there experience this.  

The KKE correctly criticise the liberal 

reformism of SYRIZA, and their electoral 

slogan “Don’t trust SYRIZA” has proven to 

be remarkably apt. Yet while the KKE have 

refused to join this bourgeois government 

with SYRIZA, they have in the past, and 

indeed they hold the local administration 

of the port city of Patras. ANTARSYA – the 

coalition of the anti-capitalist left, also 

correctly criticise SYRIZA for not being 

anti-capitalist, but also want to act as a 

left pressure group on SYRIZA. There may 

be an organisation in Greece which is 

attempting to form a group or a party 

based on Marxist-Leninism, which fights 

for workers’ rule by organising workers to 

seize state power. In any case, this should 

be the central aim. In the meantime, we 

would suggest that Marxist-Leninists 

continue to recruit to their own banner, 

while attempting to drive a class struggle 

perspective forward in the current period.  

The lessons for workers internationally 

should be clear. SYRIZA’s rapid sell outs – 

forming government with an ultra-right 

party, voting for sanctions on Russia, 

proceeding with the privatisation of the 

port of Piraeus – on top of pledging 

allegiance to the EU and NATO – once 

again demonstrate the folly of the call for 

a “government of the left”. A capitalist 

government, even with a “left” one led by 

SYRIZA, will be incapable of seriously 

addressing the dire needs of Greek 

workers. Indeed, the call for a 

“government of the left” is a call for a new 

capitalist government. Waiting for a 

reformist government to deliver reforms is 

like waiting for increased funding for the 

fire department while your house is 

burning down. Instead, workers need to 

push aside all liberals, and fight directly for 

state power. No trust in social democracy! 

For workers’ rule in Europe! 

MARXIST-LENINIST FRONT 

 

MLF20701@GMAIL.COM 

Marxistleninistfront.blogspot.com.au 

 

For a Workers’ Party 

This is the first issue of Red Fire, the 

publication of the Marxist-Leninist Front 

(MLF). The MLF was formed on November 

14, 2014 – an initiative of a small number of 

founding members who saw an urgent need 

to take action to address the state of the left 

in Australia. 

In our view, none of the existing left parties in 

this country consistently apply Leninist 

positions on all issues, internationally as well 

as domestically. Several left parties are 

correct on some issues, yet incorrect on 

others – as far as the interests of the working 

mailto:MLF20701@GMAIL.COM
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class are concerned. Some left parties take 

pro-working class positions internationally, 

such as defending the existing socialist states 

– but they follow this up with social-

democratic and reformist positions on 

domestic issues. On the other hand, some 

left parties take pro-working class positions, 

and seek to mobilise the working class in its 

struggle domestically, but then capitulate to 

imperialist propaganda on some international 

issues. We say – it is vital for the left to be 

consistent in advocating the interests of the 

working class on all issues. For this, it is 

necessary to forge a workers’ party based on 

Marxist-Leninism. The MLF does not claim to 

be that party, or the only ones to be fighting 

for such a perspective. Nor do we claim to be 

putting forward anything entirely original. All 

we say is that the formation of a revolutionary 

workers’ party which seeks to prepare the 

working class to sweep away capitalism -  is 

desperately needed. 

The political issues facing the workers of the 

world are well known. Since the crash of 

2008, world capitalism has remained in an 

ongoing recession which has particularly hit 

the US, Europe, Japan and to a lesser extent 

Australia. This is on top of 30 years or more 

of the rolling back of gains won by Unions 

and the working class generally during the 

post-World War II period. Indescribable 

poverty afflicts half the globe, whether or not 

there is boom or crash in the First World. 

Unemployment permanently afflicts even the 

wealthiest nations – and those in work have 

little guarantee of job security. Global 

warming, or climate distortion, threatens to 

wipe out the basis of human civilisation as we 

know it. The dire economic crash of the 

capitalist economies drives the imperialist 

states to commit ever more reckless and 

criminal acts of war against states not under 

their influence. The principal targets of the 

West are the states of Russia and China. A 

world war of the imperialist West against 

Russia, China and its allies is not at all 

inconceivable. 

 

 

Yet the picture of doom and gloom we see in 

the capitalist West is to some extent a 

distortion – though its dangers are very real. 

Conditions for workers in the socialist states – 

those countries which have applied their own 

interpretation of Marxist-Leninism – are 

relatively stable. The People’s Republic of 

China (PRC) is basically preventing world 

capitalism from sliding down further into 

recession, with its staggering economic 

growth only marginally affected by recession 

in the capitalist West. The Republic of Cuba 

continues to provide its people with high 

quality education and free healthcare at no 

cost. The Socialist Republic of Vietnam 

(SRV), while operating on a much lower 

economy of scale than gigantic China, has 

lifted millions of its people out of dire poverty. 

The Laos People’s Democratic Republic 

(LPDR) has been largely unaffected by the 

economic crisis afflicting the capitalist West. 

The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 

(DPRK) is perhaps the most advanced in 

providing for its workers – free healthcare, 

education, guaranteed employment and free 

housing amongst some of the benefits. And 

this while being permanently threatened with 

immanent invasion and destruction by US 

imperialism and its allies.   
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In our view, the left’s understanding of 

Marxism in practice hinges on just who or 

what was the continuation of the 1917 

Russian Revolution, led by V.I. Lenin and the 

Bolsheviks. Was Stalinism, Trotskyism or 

Maoism the true inheritor of Leninism? Even 

though adherents of all three of these 

variants claim to be Leninism, we contend 

that none of them consistently apply Leninism 

– and thus contain both Leninist and anti-

Leninist positions, at various times on various 

issues. No one is perfect, and no party 

claiming to be Leninist will be perfect, but we 

contend that those claiming to be guided by 

Leninism should at least be consistent. 

 

Stalinists generally, for example, defend 

workers’ states from imperialist overthrow, yet 

they also invariably act to strengthen social-

democracy at home. Trotskyists generally, for 

example, take many good stances defending 

the class interests of workers domestically 

and internationally. Yet at crucial times, they 

have a tendency to capitulate to imperialism 

and revert to social-democracy. Maoists in 

general staunchly defend Marxist ideas and 

theory, but their approach is overlain with 

sometimes extreme levels of nationalism, 

which in our view would have repulsed Lenin. 

Of course, there are perhaps hundreds of 

variants of Stalinism, Trotskyism and 

Maoism, and most of them stridently argue 

against other variants of their own allegiance. 

Yet neither Stalinism, Trotskyism nor Maoism 

as ideologies, in themselves, provides 

consistency. In fact we can say that while 

Stalinism, Trotskyism and Maoism made 

important contributions to the theory and 

practice of Marxist-Leninism, they all contain 

internally contradictory positions. 

Unfortunately, Stalinism, Trotskyism and 

Maoism are so bound up in contradiction that 

they inherently contain both left-wing and 

right wing positions, often simultaneously. 

 

In our view it is necessary to form a 

revolutionary workers’ party based on 

Leninism, which aims to help organise and 

lead the working class in their historic task of 

overthrowing the chains of capitalist 

oppression. Such a party would consistently 

advocate the interests of the workers on all 

international and domestic issues, would 

seek to help forge a class struggle leadership 

of the Union movement, and would seek to 

help lead all of the workers and the 

oppressed towards the classless socialist 

society. If you agree with this basic approach, 

join us!  

 

 

Below is the party symbol of the Marxist-

Leninist Front. (MLF) The red five pointed 

star represents socialism. All those 

committed to the working class struggle for 

socialism are welcome to apply to join the 

MLF.  

 

 

 

 


