
RED FIRE                                          JANUARY 2019 Page 1 
 

RED    FIRE 

Jersey Evening Post 

YELLOW VEST REBELLION 

SHAKES NEO-CON RULE 
18-12-2018 – “Act Five” of the Gilet Jaunes (Yellow 

Vest) demonstrations continued across France this 

past weekend. While the numbers were down 

compared to round four the week before – 

perhaps due to police violence against the 

demonstrators, tens of thousands across France 

again rallied in the face of the armed fist of the 

state. Some reports say that 3 000 rallied in Paris, 

while there were 66 000 across the country – 

compared with 125 000 a week ago.1 In typical 

French fashion, anti-government protests, when 

they erupt, continue for weeks on end. Whether it 

can keep its momentum remains to be seen. 

The brave protestors have already won one of their 

main demands – the abolition of the fuel tax 

                                                           
1
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increase on petrol and diesel, which had been 

imposed by the government as a “green tax”. At 

the same time, French President Emmanuel 

Macron refused to abolish the scrapping of a 

“wealth tax”, which has earnt him derision as the 

“president for the rich”.2 If the Yellow Vest 

movement continues across France, and inspires 

similar actions across Europe, the French President 

will struggle to retain his post.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More than cost of fuel concerns 

Yet the Yellow Vest movement is not just about 

President Macron, and not just about a concern 

about high fuel prices. The leaderless movement 

has nonetheless circulated a list of demands, with 

the vast majority about the high cost of living, 

heavy workloads for little or no gain, and general 

unease about an unjust order which favours the 

rich at the expense of the poor and the “middle 

class”.3 In other words, the Yellow Vest rebellion is 

an uprising against capitalism, but without saying 

so openly. The lack of pro-working class leadership 

somewhat restricts the goals of the movement, but 

at the same time this distance from the official 

“left” is what has allowed its launch and growth so 

far. From a distance it seems that in France, like 
                                                           
2
 https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2018/12/05/macron-

mulls-bringing-back-ultra-rich-tax-halt-yellow-vest-protests/ 
(18-12-18) 
3
 https://www.sott.net/article/402396-What-do-the-

protesters-in-France-want-Check-out-the-official-Yellow-
Vest-manifesto (18-12-18) 

Australia, what passes for the left is seen as too 

reformist, and the Union bureaucracy too 

concerned for the contents of their own pockets. In 

such conditions, revolt against neo-conservative 

government rule, had to take place outside of the 

“left”.  

Some have claimed that amongst the Yellow Vests 

are right-wing or even fascist elements, attempting 

to drive it down their avenues. While the Yellow 

Vests have so far eschewed association with any 

political party or movement, left or right, the 

direction so far is much more left wing insofar as it 

is demonstrating against the immense inequality of 

a profits first system. Moreover, it possibly 

portends even a revolution to redress these 

rightful grievances, and many others, built up over 

several decades. It is a revolt against the elite 

which is not only enriching itself at the expense of 

the poor, but threatening the very existence of 

human civilisation. In addition, in stark contrast to 

the right-wing populism which has perhaps 

understandably produced Brexit in the United 

Kingdom, Trump in the US, and Bolsonaro in Brazil, 

the Yellow Vests do not have an anti-immigrant or 

a racist anti-European Union (EU) position per se.4 

In fact, the Yellow Vest’s stance towards the EU 

does call for a “Frexit” – a pull-out from the EU. 

According to some demands which have been 

circulating in their name, the Frexit is called for to 

“regain economic, monetary and political 

sovereignty”.5 Here there is perhaps a lack of class 

awareness, for if France was to exit the EU, French 

workers would still be subject to the oppression of 

“their own” ruling class. Nevertheless, the content 

does not indicate the arrant racism which 

compelled some Britons to vote for Brexit. The EU 

is an imperialist trading bloc, which seeks to drive 

down the living and working conditions of all 

European workers to benefit the wealthiest 

European ruling classes, particularly the French and 
                                                           
4
 http://newsjunkiepost.com/2018/12/07/are-the-gilets-

jaunes-todays-sans-culottes/ (19-12-18) 
5
 https://www.sott.net/article/402396-What-do-the-

protesters-in-France-want-Check-out-the-official-Yellow-
Vest-manifesto (19-12-18) 
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German. Workers need a left-wing opposition to 

the EU, which the Yellow Vests provide. 

Perhaps the most progressive Yellow Vest demand 

of all is the call for France to cease its participation 

in foreign wars of aggression, and for an exit from 

NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organisation).6 French 

imperialism took part in arguably the dirtiest war in 

history – the arming and funding of terrorist death 

squads to overthrow the Syrian Arab Republic from 

2011 to 2018. Much of what passes for the “left” 

internationally backed this atrocious war of regime 

change against Syria, so in this sense alone the 

Yellow Vests are leagues ahead of liberal war-

mongering. As for NATO, it is no exaggeration to 

say that it is threatening the world with global 

nuclear war. NATO was always an imperialist anti-

Russian pact, whether in the form of the former 

Soviet Union, or modern Russia. Driven by the US 

Empire, it is an imperialist alliance pushing 

humanity to the brink of a catastrophic war. The 

Yellow Vest demand for a French exit from NATO 

fills part of the anti-war gap which flowed from the 

liberal non-opposition to the NATO wars against 

Libya and Syria. This should be complemented by 

similar demands to leave NATO by workers in 

NATO countries, and demands internationally for 

its abolition. 

Similarly, the Yellow Vest demand for the 

repatriation of all French soldiers from 

“Francafique” – former French colonies in Africa, to 

cease interfering in the African countries, and for 

equal relations between them and France7, is 

virtually a demand for the final end of French 

colonialism. Algeria was only the most well-known 

French African colony, after its battles for 

independence. But “Francafique” includes Mali, 

Senegal, Guinea, Benin, Morocco, Ivory Coast, 

Mauritania, Gambia, Chad and Cameroon. Direct 

military occupation by France is not entirely a thing 

of the past, to which the Yellow Vests draw 

attention. 

                                                           
6
 Ibid.  

7
 Ibid. 

 

 

 

Environment 

The Yellow Vests were criticised in some quarters 

for ignoring environmental issues such as global 

warming, given that their central demand (which 

they subsequently won) was for the abolition of a 

fuel tax increase. But in fact, the Yellow Vests were 

well aware of the acute danger of climate 

disruption and agreed that measures must be 

taken to deal with it. Their only precondition was 

that the poor, working class and sections of the 

middle class should not be made to pay for it – 

while the rich elite get off scot-free. In Australia, 

while there was no open revolt on the streets, 

many people rejected the former Labor Party 

federal government’s “carbon tax” for similar 

reasons – despite right-wingers also opposing it on 

the basis of climate denial.  

The Yellow Vest manifesto does contain significant 

pro-environment measures. For example, it calls 

for a ban on the production of plastic bottles, a call 

to weaken the power of Big Pharma (large scale 

pharmaceutical companies), and demands a ban on 

GMO (Genetically Modified Organism) crops, 

carcinogenic (cancer causing) pesticides, endocrine 

disruptors (cancer causing chemicals) and 

monocrops (the large scale growing of one crop 

Above: Yellow Vest demonstrators attempt to hold the 

Arc De Triomphe despite the attacks of riot police. 

Image from RT.com 
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over vast fields).8 It should be recognised that 

under a socialist system, with the profit motive 

absent, GMOs could potentially be used to increase 

crop yield to feed more people. Under private 

production for private profit, however, GMOs in 

the hands of corporate agribusiness contain critical 

danger. The Yellow Vests are on point here, as was 

the President of Syria – a target of imperialism, 

when he banned the use of GMOs in that country 

in 2012.9 

Perhaps the most remarkable environmental 

demand of the Yellow Vests is the call for all 

products to be made to last 10 years, and for spare 

parts to be available for them during that time.10 

They explicitly call for the end of “planned 

obsolescence” – a hallmark of late capitalism. 

“Planned obsolescence” is of course where the 

manufacturing corporations deliberately 

manufacture products with a short lifespan, 

sometimes as little as 12 months. At a certain 

point, capital realised that making good quality 

products which had a long life span actually 

prevented the masses from purchasing new ones. 

Thus the “throw away” society was born, with 

people more or less encouraged to dispose of old 

things rather than have them repaired. And indeed, 

repairs became uneconomical or even impossible 

to come by. The throw-away society is just one 

aspect of the inherently anti-environmental 

practice of the profit system. 

For state protection of the vulnerable 

The Yellow Vest manifesto contains significant 

demands for the welfare and well-being of the 

masses. For example, it calls for an increase of 40% 

of the basic pension and social welfare. It calls for 

an increase in hiring in the public sector to re-

establish public services. It demands a public 

housing program to house the 5 million homeless, 

and severe penalties for mayors that leave people 

                                                           
8
 Ibid. 

9
 https://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/world/assad-

bans-gmos-in-food-to-preserve-the-health-of-human-
beings/article4620664/ (22-12-18) 
10

 Ibid, 5.  

on the streets.11 This is recognition of how the 

capitalist system has abandoned and turned 

against the working class over the last 30 years. 

This drive is often referred to as “neoliberalism”, 

but this is a misnomer. “Neoliberalism” is not a 

policy choice, but the current phase of capitalism. 

From their perspective, the crisis in the rate of the 

profitability of capital has driven demands to 

release whole areas where previously the state 

organised and ran public services. Education, public 

housing, healthcare, legal aid, public transport, 

infrastructure – all of these areas and more had 

previously been undertaken by the capitalist state 

in order to assure the profitability of private 

capital. It did this by running sections of the 

economy where the capitalists could not obtain an 

adequate rate of return, and thus had no interest. 

Now, capital no longer makes an adequate profit 

from the industries it traditionally invested in. This 

is the basic reason for the relentless wave of 

privatisation. 

Confuting demands 

Despite the progressive overall direction of the 

Yellow Vest manifesto, at the same time it contains 

demands which aid the oppressive system they 

rebel against. For example, it calls for the 

“prevention of migratory flows which cannot be 

accommodated or integrated”.12 This does not 

come across as an extreme anti-immigration 

position, but appears to bend in that direction. 

Mass migration to Europe in recent times has 

largely come about due to the wars imperialism 

has waged in the Middle East and Northern Africa – 

a fact recognised by other Yellow Vest demands. 

Yet it is a dangerous path to go down to play into 

the central divide and rule tactic the ruling classes 

use against workers. Capital says to unwitting 

workers, your enemies are “foreigners” – not the 

obscenely rich corporations. It should be 

recognised that there are some issues with the 

large numbers of migrants flowing into Europe in 

                                                           
11

 Ibid. 
12

 Ibid. 
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some areas. Yet these issues are minor in 

comparison with the error of throwing in your lot 

with the elite classes, which is the inevitable result 

of falling for an anti-migrant line. 

 

 

 

In addition, the demand for the “quadrupling of 

the budget for law and order” could easily go in the 

opposite direction to that which is intended. The 

full demand does demand access to judicial 

procedures for all13, which trends in a progressive 

direction. Under the rule of capital, the poor and 

working classes generally cannot afford to either 

defend a legal case, or bring one before a court of 

law. This is yet another injustice of the rule of 

finance capital. However, calling for a four-fold 

increase of the budget for law and order could very 

well mean four times the amount of riot police the 

Yellow Vests will face on the streets! The Yellow 

Vests appear to be somewhat unaware of the class 

nature of the capitalist state. 

The treacherous role of the Trade Union 

bureaucracy was displayed in a statement released 

by six Union confederations on December 6. It 

denounced “all forms of violence”, did not ask 

anyone to join the Yellow Vest demonstrations, 

and effectively called for “negotiations”.14 The 

                                                           
13

 Ibid. 
14

 https://redflag.org.au/node/6640 (23-12-18) 

conservative officials risk being seen as at one with 

the government itself, which again increases the 

risk of workers turning away from Unions 

altogether, into the hands of the far right.  

 

 

 

 

 

Despite the reformism of the hidebound Union 

officials, and despite the at times contradictory 

demands of the Yellow Vest manifesto, it is in the 

interests of workers internationally to join and/or 

come behind a general uprising against capitalist 

class rule. If a Marxist vanguard was to form, it 

could give crucial leadership to a movement which 

has thus far remained leaderless by necessity – 

given the reformism of the “left” and the 

conservatism of the Union officials. Clarity of the 

political role of capital and the role of the working 

class in fighting for its liberation is at a premium. 

The rule of the rich must end. 

 

WORKERS  LEAGUE 

www.redfireonline.com 

E: workersleague@redfireonline.com 

PO Box 66  NUNDAH QLD 4012 

Above: Yellow Vest protests have appeared in the 

Netherlands. Image from aa.com.tr 

Above: Yellow Vest demonstrators attempt to stop traffic 

in Portugal. The Yellow Vest movement has the potential 

to spread across Europe and further afield. Other 

countries where Yellow Vest demonstrations have 

appeared include the Netherlands, Israel and Taiwan. 

Image from www.parstoday.com 
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BRAZIL: “TRUMP OF THE TROPICS” 

ASSISTED INTO POWER 

CagleCartoons.com 

By Paul Nave 

17-11-2018 – Fascism has arrived in Brazil. Or so 

we are told. Jair Bolsonaro, who won the 

Presidential candidacy of the Social Liberal Party 

(PSL) after only joining that party at the beginning 

of the year, won the second round of Presidential 

elections on the 29th of October. The ultra-right 

Bolsonaro secured 55.1% of the vote15, over the 

Workers Party (PT) candidate Fernando Haddad. 

Bolsonaro has made a string of ultra-conservative 

and fascist-like statements, from openly supporting 

military dictatorship, the use of torture by the 

authorities, to overtly sexist, racist and 

homophobic comments. Bolsonaro even once 

stated that former Chilean military dictator 

                                                           
15

 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/live/2018/oct/28/brazil
-election-2018-second-round-of-voting-closes-as-bolsonaro-
eyes-the-presidency-live (10-11-18) 

Augusto Pinochet “should have killed more 

people”.16 

Working people should be clear. Fascism has not 

“arrived” with the election of Bolsonaro. An ultra-

right wing, ultra-conservative has won electoral 

power, which has created conditions which may 

lead to fascism – the mobilisation of dissatisfied 

and despairing workers and small business people 

combined with the forces of capitalist state power 

enabling the physical crushing and dispersal of 

Unions, socialist parties and anyone suspected of 

being left-wing. Ironically, labelling Bolsonaro 

“fascist” may even spur his popularity even further, 

and backfire still further on politically progressive 

forces.  

PT betrayals 

                                                           
16

 https://jacobinmag.com/2018/10/jair-bolsonaro-quotes-
brazil-election (10-11-18) 
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The sad truth is that the ultra-right “Trump of the 

Tropics” was handed power by the “left” – 

principally the PT, but also by other left parties 

trailing in its wake. Thirteen years of betrayals by 

the PT in government,, from 2003 to 2016, first 

under President Luis Inacio Da Silva (known as 

“Lula”), and then under President Dilma Rousseff, 

where the PT moved so far to the right so as to be 

almost indistinguishable from actual conservatives 

– led directly to the working class switching their 

allegiances even further to the right. It mirrored 

the combination of political circumstances that led 

to the US working class ultimately opting for 

Trumpism, convinced that something, anything, 

that appears to be outside standard establishment 

politics – is worth a try. The working class as a 

whole, which by no means endorses or agrees with 

all ultra-conservative political positions, was willing 

to turn a blind eye to the excesses of Bolsonaro, 

convinced that nothing could be worse than the PT 

governed status quo.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the same way that Obama and Clinton paved the 

way for Trump, Lula and Dilma paved the way for 

Bolsonaro. Also, in both cases, the capitalist left 

(the Democrats in the US, the PT in Brazil) was 

aided and assisted by the extra-parliamentary left 

parties, who ultimately could not break from 

“lesser evilism”, and thus remained as activist 

adjuncts to the “left” in government. No matter 

how right wing the Democrats and the PT became, 

these left parties in practice played the role of 

establishing an effective permanent popular front. 

A popular front is usually where ostensibly pro-

working class organisations and parties link 

themselves to a “progressive” capitalist party, in a 

“broad front” against the right. But what this 

automatically entails is the working class chaining 

itself directly to the “left” wing of the ruling class, 

completely disempowering it. The popular front 

can raise no demands whatsoever that are not 

acceptable to the capitalist class as a whole – and 

thus the working class as a whole understandably 

sees it – and mistakenly the “left” - as no different 

to the entire system which makes their lives harder 

to endure. 

It’s true that the PT in government carried out 

some minor reforms. The Progama Bolsa Familia 

(PBF) was introduced by Lula in 2003, and gave 

cash transfers to poorer families in return for 

ensuring children attended schools and were 

vaccinated. It led to a reported 28% reduction in 

poverty overall.17 Between 2003 and 2010, the 

years of the Lula presidency, the Brazilian 

minimum wage steadily increased, and in fact 

quadrupled.18  There was also the creation of 14 

million formal sector jobs, which led to an 

impressive Gross Domestic Product (GDP) growth 

rate of 7.5% by the time Lula left office19, when he 

handed over to Dilma Rousseff. These 

redistributive practices, and the resulting surge in 

apparent economic growth, led to Brazil joining the 

US Empire challenging BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, 

China, South Africa) economic and political bloc. 

PT corruption 

However, these measures did little to counter the 

overall fiscally conservative economic policies of 

the PT government. There may have been a hope, 

when the PT was first elected in 2003, that it might 

                                                           
17

 https://www.centreforpublicimpact.org/case-study/bolsa-
familia-in-brazil/ (10-11-18) 
18

 https://countryeconomy.com/national-minimum-
wage/brazil (10-11-18) 
19

 https://chi.org.za/wp/blog/2018/05/10/a-high-road-
scenario-creating-our-lula-moment/ (10-11-18) 
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be immune to the widespread corruption of the 

Brazilian capitalist political system, which pre-

dated the election of the PT by decades. But it 

wasn’t long before the PT, and Lula himself, was 

implicated in overtly corrupt practices. In 2006, the 

PT was investigated by federal police for spending 

1.7 million reais (the Brazilian currency) on a “proof 

of corruption” file against a political rival to the PT 

running for governor of Sao Paulo. Lula denied any 

involvement on his part, but the then PT president 

was forced to resign.20 

 

 

 

 

 

While Lula left office in 2010 still retaining some 

personal popularity, the corruption scandal which 

engulfed the PT in 2013 probably ended any 

chance of the PT rehabilitating itself in the eyes of 

the masses. The Lava Jato (“car wash”) scandal 

involved large sums of money being paid to several 

political parties – including the PT – through the 

state owned oil company Petrobras. Huge 

demonstrations erupted in 2015 against the 

ongoing corruption of the PT administration, and 

against Dilma Rousseff as leader. Although some of 

                                                           
20

 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2006/sep/22/brazil.ma
insection (11-11-18) 

this opposition included middle class opposition to 

some of the PT’s mild redistribution of some state 

funds, large parts consisted of workers fed up with 

corruption in combination with other austerity 

measures.21 As in many parts of the world, the 

working class is usually “tolerates” a certain level 

of corruption amongst politicians, but at a certain 

point a tipping point is reached. The PT themselves 

presided over this period when Brazilians said 

“Enough!” 

It was the PT in power when extensive protests 

over increases in public transport fares broke out in 

2013.22 It was the PT in power when deforestation 

in the Brazilian Amazon – the “lungs of the earth” – 

virtually reached the “point of no return”.23 It was 

during the time of the PT in power when Brazil’s 

prisoners revolted over the relentless 

overcrowding of prisons.24 It was the PT 

government that did little to address concentrated 

land ownership in Brazil, and even favoured 

corporate agribusiness against landless peasant 

farmers, a reported 200 000 of whom still have no 

plot of land to till.25 In fact, it was the Dilma led PT 

government which classified roadblocks and land 

occupations – protest measures used by landless 

peasant farmers – as “terrorist” crimes.26 

It was the Lula led PT government which sent 

Brazilian troops to occupy Haiti in 2004, and where 

they remained for 13 years. Reportedly the 

                                                           
21

 https://www.opendemocracy.net/alfredo-
saadfilho/debacle-of-workers%E2%80%99-party-in-brazil (11-
11-18) 
22

 https://www.marxist.com/struggle-against-fare-increase-
puts-brazil-on-the-path-of-protest-movements-aroudn-the-
world.htm (11-11-18) 
23

 https://www.ibtimes.co.uk/it-too-late-save-amazon-
rainforest-scientists-say-it-reaching-point-no-return-1663575 
(11-11-18) 
24

 https://newint.org/features/web-
exclusive/2017/01/30/brazil-prison-violence-overcrowding 
(11-11-18) 
25

 http://www.ipsnews.net/2015/02/rousseffs-brazil-no-
country-for-the-landless/ (11-11-18) 
26

 https://ediciones-ineditos.com/2018/10/29/the-
proletariat-of-brazil-was-defeated-by-democracy-not-
dictatorship/?fbclid=IwAR2wHzVB-
Xz3cKqyeZLP9U1LTCePVSGQ5vo1gXz-
LY6FJLO1EKhFQqo0HTM (11-11-18) 

Above: Demonstrators haul balloon dolls depicting Lula 

Da Silva in a prison uniform, and Dilma Roussef with an 

“impeachment” ribbon. The involvement of the PT in 

corruption was likely the last straw for the majority of 

Brazilians after the  PT’s move to the right while in office 

for 13 years. Image from www.fortune.com 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2006/sep/22/brazil.mainsection
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2006/sep/22/brazil.mainsection
https://www.opendemocracy.net/alfredo-saadfilho/debacle-of-workers%E2%80%99-party-in-brazil
https://www.opendemocracy.net/alfredo-saadfilho/debacle-of-workers%E2%80%99-party-in-brazil
https://www.marxist.com/struggle-against-fare-increase-puts-brazil-on-the-path-of-protest-movements-aroudn-the-world.htm
https://www.marxist.com/struggle-against-fare-increase-puts-brazil-on-the-path-of-protest-movements-aroudn-the-world.htm
https://www.marxist.com/struggle-against-fare-increase-puts-brazil-on-the-path-of-protest-movements-aroudn-the-world.htm
https://www.ibtimes.co.uk/it-too-late-save-amazon-rainforest-scientists-say-it-reaching-point-no-return-1663575
https://www.ibtimes.co.uk/it-too-late-save-amazon-rainforest-scientists-say-it-reaching-point-no-return-1663575
https://newint.org/features/web-exclusive/2017/01/30/brazil-prison-violence-overcrowding
https://newint.org/features/web-exclusive/2017/01/30/brazil-prison-violence-overcrowding
http://www.ipsnews.net/2015/02/rousseffs-brazil-no-country-for-the-landless/
http://www.ipsnews.net/2015/02/rousseffs-brazil-no-country-for-the-landless/
https://ediciones-ineditos.com/2018/10/29/the-proletariat-of-brazil-was-defeated-by-democracy-not-dictatorship/?fbclid=IwAR2wHzVB-Xz3cKqyeZLP9U1LTCePVSGQ5vo1gXz-LY6FJLO1EKhFQqo0HTM
https://ediciones-ineditos.com/2018/10/29/the-proletariat-of-brazil-was-defeated-by-democracy-not-dictatorship/?fbclid=IwAR2wHzVB-Xz3cKqyeZLP9U1LTCePVSGQ5vo1gXz-LY6FJLO1EKhFQqo0HTM
https://ediciones-ineditos.com/2018/10/29/the-proletariat-of-brazil-was-defeated-by-democracy-not-dictatorship/?fbclid=IwAR2wHzVB-Xz3cKqyeZLP9U1LTCePVSGQ5vo1gXz-LY6FJLO1EKhFQqo0HTM
https://ediciones-ineditos.com/2018/10/29/the-proletariat-of-brazil-was-defeated-by-democracy-not-dictatorship/?fbclid=IwAR2wHzVB-Xz3cKqyeZLP9U1LTCePVSGQ5vo1gXz-LY6FJLO1EKhFQqo0HTM
https://ediciones-ineditos.com/2018/10/29/the-proletariat-of-brazil-was-defeated-by-democracy-not-dictatorship/?fbclid=IwAR2wHzVB-Xz3cKqyeZLP9U1LTCePVSGQ5vo1gXz-LY6FJLO1EKhFQqo0HTM
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Brazilian troops as part of the United Nations 

Mission for the Stabilisation of Haiti (Minustah), 

took part in the terrorisation of the poor and 

students in the favelas of Haiti, in which some 

Haitians perished.27 These practices were repeated 

against poor Brazilians who rose in revolt against 

the millions spent by the PT led governments 

hosting the 2014 World Cup and the 2016 

Olympics.  

Very early in the Lula PT government, from around 

2004, the PT’s open attacks on the pension system 

aroused bitter indignation from Brazil’s workers. 

The age of eligibility for the age pension was jacked 

up to 60 for men and 55 for women. Today this 

may sound modest, but in fact the eligibility age for 

the pension at the time exceeded average life 

expectancy, which then stood at 59.28 There was a 

wave of workers’ strikes in response. In short, the 

PT led a capitalist government in Brazil from 2003 

to 2016, whose actions engendered bitter hostility 

and enmity from Brazil’s vast working class. 

Identity politics repels workers 

Much is made of Bolsonaro’s seemingly open 

embrace of racism, sexism and homophobia. Make 

no mistake, the working class movement for 

socialism cannot be successful unless it combats 

racism, sexism and homophobia in the process of 

its struggles against capitalism. The problem, 

however, is that today, the liberal left harps on 

about these issues in isolation from a political 

offensive against the ravages of the free market 

system. The liberal left also excuse the capitalist 

left – the PT in the case of Brazil – from their 

targeting. They assume that the words of capitalist 

parties such as the PT means that the PT actually 

genuinely opposes racism, sexism and 

homophobia. While the rhetoric of the PT may rail 

against these things, the PT does not attempt to 

                                                           
27

 https://www.brasildefato.com.br/2017/09/05/brazil-
withdraws-troops-after-13-year-occupation-of-haiti/ (11-11-
18) 
28

 https://www.icl-
fi.org/english/wv/archives/oldsite/2004/Brazil-818.html (17-
11-18) 

confront the system of private production for 

private profit – which produces the racism, sexism 

and homophobia in the first place.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the 1960s and 1970s, at least in the West, there 

was a working class upsurge against the imperialist 

war on Vietnam waged by the US government. This 

led to the famed ‘radicalisation’ of politics at that 

time, with many working class people identifying 

with socialism. This partially enabled other sectors 

to politically radicalise, as they were given 

momentum by the vast anti-war movement – but 

also by an extensive trade union and workers’ 

movement. This was the time of the “second 

wave” of feminism, which made strides towards 

women’s liberation. It was the time of expansive 

anti-racist movements, with the civil rights 

movement involving African-Americans in the US. 

And it was the time of the initial breaking through 

of movements for lesbian and gay liberation. These 

were vital political steps forward, and they had 

great political impact because they were linked to 

large scale progressive working class movements 

Above: Despite Jair Bolsonaro’s overtly sexist statements, 

many women and young people have come behind the 

right-wing demagogue. In fact, a high proportion of 

Bolsonaro supporters in Brazil are those aged under 35. 

The lesson for the left should be clear – focusing 

exclusively on identity politics, to the exclusion of basic 

issues facing the working class, repels workers and hands 

them over into the arms of the far-right. Image from 

www.csmonitor.com 

https://www.brasildefato.com.br/2017/09/05/brazil-withdraws-troops-after-13-year-occupation-of-haiti/
https://www.brasildefato.com.br/2017/09/05/brazil-withdraws-troops-after-13-year-occupation-of-haiti/
https://www.icl-fi.org/english/wv/archives/oldsite/2004/Brazil-818.html
https://www.icl-fi.org/english/wv/archives/oldsite/2004/Brazil-818.html
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such as the anti-Vietnam war movement and a 

strong trade union movement.  

Fast forward to today, and we unfortunately find 

that the Union movement is probably at its 

weakest point in a century. And unfortunately 

there is scarcely an anti-war movement at the very 

time when the world is threatened by a new cold 

war. In fact, much of the Western left actually 

came behind the imperialist wars on Libya and 

Syria. So when workers see the liberal left engaging 

in loud campaigns against racism, sexism and 

homophobia – but are almost silent during 

imperialist wars AND during years of ruling class 

attacks on living standards – understandably some 

workers come to view the left as being of very little 

help. In fact, some workers can come to see the 

“left” as part of the problem.   

In addition, workers do not take kindly to being 

lectured on racism, sexism and homophobia – 

especially from a left which has offered them no 

assistance in dealing with things such as the 

skyrocketing cost of living. Workers especially 

resent being lectured if it is implied that they 

themselves are racist, sexist and homophobic. With 

a “left” continually moralising about these issues, 

and also being tied to the capitalist left – it is 

understandable that some workers will reject the 

“left” altogether, and look to the right, even the 

fascist far right. Workers are not inherently racist, 

sexist or homophobic, and they can be won to fight 

against such scourges, but only when connected to 

a struggle for their own (class) interests.  

Liberalism cannot fight fascism 

If indeed Bolsonaro does start a fascist movement 

in Brazil and in Latin America, one thing is certain – 

the liberalism that produced Bolsonaro will never 

be able to defeat him. Liberalism is not 

counterposed to fascism, and has little interest in 

fighting it. One could argue that fascism is the end 

product of liberalism.29 Liberals see people as 

individual voters for a strong state, whereas 
                                                           
29

 https://www.globalresearch.ca/why-fascism-won-in-
brazil/5659649 (17-11-18) 

fascism simply dispenses with formalities and 

unites everyone - against the left - to form a strong 

state. Under a fascist state some liberal politicians 

may miss out on jobs *as politicians*, but that is 

about it. In reality, their connections with big 

business means that they will scarcely miss out 

altogether. 

Potential fascism in Brazil can thus only be fought if 

the working class makes a complete political break 

with the capitalist left – the PT – and also the 

liberal left which united into an electoral popular 

front with the PT, which includes PSOL (Party of 

Socialism and Freedom) and the PCB (Brazilian 

Communist Party). This is the only way to start 

reaching the workers and young people who 

turned to Bolsonaro after seeing and experiencing 

the betrayals of the PT in government. A genuine 

Marxist party, speaking to workers’ direct needs, 

will be required to lead both Brazil and Latin 

America away from an abyss. 

Above: www.cartoonmovement.com  Below: Pinterest 

https://www.globalresearch.ca/why-fascism-won-in-brazil/5659649
https://www.globalresearch.ca/why-fascism-won-in-brazil/5659649
http://www.cartoonmovement.com/
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STOP ADANI NOW – THE 

PLANET IS BURNING! 

Image from @stopadani on twitter 

(The following is the text of a leaflet distributed by 

the Workers League at a Stop Adani action in 

Brisbane on December 8, 2018.) 

08-12-2018 – Queensland is literally on fire. 140 

bushfires, some of which are described as 

“firestorms” have torched areas of Central 

Queensland this last fortnight. Some people who 

have evacuated have spent a week away from their 

homes, unable to return. The rabid intensity of 

these fires is a window to the dire portent of 

cataclysmic global warming which is only just 

beginning. Climate denialists no longer have an 

audience, if they ever did, in the face of chaotic 

and dangerous “weather” sweeping the globe.  

In the face of this reality, the obscenity of the 

Adani coal mine slated for the Galilee Basin is a 

stark reminder of the archaic political system which 

allows, and even encourages, its own destruction. 

In the face of coal mines being green lighted and 

Pacific Islands being swallowed up by the sea, last 

week saw a “School Strike 4 Climate” where 

primary and secondary students around the 

country walked out of school to protest the glaring 

lack of action by politicians.30 The Stop Adani 

campaign continues, following on from Adani’s 

recent claim that its mega coal mine will go ahead. 

                                                           
30

 https://www.smh.com.au/education/school-students-on-
mass-strike-to-protest-climate-change-inaction-20181129-
p50j4c.html (05-12-18) 

https://www.smh.com.au/education/school-students-on-mass-strike-to-protest-climate-change-inaction-20181129-p50j4c.html
https://www.smh.com.au/education/school-students-on-mass-strike-to-protest-climate-change-inaction-20181129-p50j4c.html
https://www.smh.com.au/education/school-students-on-mass-strike-to-protest-climate-change-inaction-20181129-p50j4c.html
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It will apparently now be self-funded, after a string 

of domestic and international banks refused to 

provide finance.31 

Break with the system to stop Adani 

All of the urgent student actions and all of the 

actions against the Adani monstrosity need to 

continue. They are desperately needed and allow 

those most aware of potentially civilisation ending 

ecological collapse to step into activism. At the 

same time, the political leadership of the official 

Stop Adani campaign and the School Strike for 

Climate steer the actions on a course which is 180 

degrees in the wrong direction. They seek to simply 

lobby the very politicians who know very well who 

they are serving, which is certainly not “the 

people” or those without wealth. These politicians 

are “not listening” because they are trained 

operatives defending that which produced Adani – 

the capitalist system of production for private 

profit. The parliament itself is set up as a foil for 

working people – it sustains the massive illusion 

that there are representative bodies that are 

responsive to their needs.  

The official Stop Adani campaign is focusing on 

lobbying the Labor Party, especially in the lead up 

to the coming federal election. The Labor Party 

(ALP) is as committed to capitalist environmental 

desecration as the profit-gouging corporations 

themselves. If the Labor Party wanted to, it could 

Stop Adani tomorrow, as it holds government in 

Queensland. Instead, federal ALP leader Bill 

Shorten recently stated that the Adani coal mine 

would not affect carbon emissions !!32 It should be 

clear that the Labor Party is prepared to lose an 

election rather than oppose the Adani coal mine. 

This highlights the futility of not only lobbying the 

ALP, but the parliament and every pillar of the rule 

of capital. To really stop Adani, the political 

                                                           
31

 https://www.abc.net.au/radio/programs/pm/adani-
carmichael-coal-mine-to-proceed-scaled-back-self-
funded/10568600 (05-12-18) 
32

 http://www.greencareer.net.au/news/shorten-coy-on-
adani-emissions (05-12-18) 

leadership of the campaign will have to break with 

the entire apparatus of the system. 

 

 

 

 

  

Yet breaking with the system is not the intention of 

the political leadership of the Stop Adani campaign, 

and the campaign against global warming in 

general. On the contrary, their intention is to drive 

working people back towards the system, towards 

parliament, towards “our politicians”. This is the 

deadliest illusion of them all. Politicians who are 

paid apparatchiks of the rule of the banks are not 

“ours” in the slightest way. They are hired guns of 

an alien class – the elite billionaires whose wealth 

accumulates on the backs of the labour of workers. 

There may be some politicians who, in words, 

sound more liberal, and more progressive than 

others. Yet they are just as much guns for hire as 

conservatives. 

There are a myriad of NGOs (Non-Government 

Organisations) who are very well funded, whose 

prime aim is to steer the Stop Adani and climate 

change movements back towards the supposedly 

liberal politicians, into parliament, and indeed, 

right back into the very source of environmental 

destruction – capitalism itself. This appears as a 

contradiction only to those who have yet to side 

Above: A Stop Adani protester upstages Labor Party 

Queensland Premier Annastacia Palaszczuk. Even though 

the Australian Labor Party (ALP) Queensland government 

could easily halt the Adani Coal Mine, it has not done so, 

and has even facilitated it, including a mining royalty free 

deal, and awarding it the right to unlimited water 

resources. Image from www.abc.net.au 

https://www.abc.net.au/radio/programs/pm/adani-carmichael-coal-mine-to-proceed-scaled-back-self-funded/10568600
https://www.abc.net.au/radio/programs/pm/adani-carmichael-coal-mine-to-proceed-scaled-back-self-funded/10568600
https://www.abc.net.au/radio/programs/pm/adani-carmichael-coal-mine-to-proceed-scaled-back-self-funded/10568600
http://www.greencareer.net.au/news/shorten-coy-on-adani-emissions
http://www.greencareer.net.au/news/shorten-coy-on-adani-emissions
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with the workers in their struggle for 

emancipation. Stop Adani, the Australian Youth 

Climate Coalition (AYCC), SEED (a branch of AYCC), 

350.org, the Australian Conservation Foundation 

(ACF) and GetUp!  are the primary NGOs who bend 

over backwards to limit the campaign to stop Adani 

within the strict bounds of appealing to corporate 

Australia, and the parliament as its puppet, to “be 

reasonable”. But there is no reasoning with those 

who build their careers and accumulate obscene 

profits at the expense of the lives of workers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRC lights the way 

The idea that socialism in power can counteract 

dangerous climate change is anathema to liberal 

minded NGOs. Yet this is precisely what is 

happening in the People’s Republic of China (PRC). 

In the PRC, working class power arrived with the 

victory of the 1949 revolution. There have been 

many changes since that time, but today the PRC 

government is the major power in the world which 

is making serious efforts to counteract fast 

approaching global warming. The PRC is phasing 

out coal, implementing electric bus transport in 

cities, and heavily investing in solar and wind 

power.33 For serious efforts to move away from 

coal, however, the PRC is now the fastest 

expanding nuclear power producer.34  Rather than 

the fantasy of “100% renewable energy”, what is 

required is the correct mix of all zero carbon 

energy sources. That is, perhaps until nuclear 

fusion is developed, at which point all other zero 

carbon energy sources will probably be eclipsed. 

And, lo and behold, it is the PRC which is leading 

the way here also.35 

While China’s socialism is far from perfect, the 

graphic lesson is that only a workers’ state can take 

resolute measures towards holding humanity back 

from the abyss of climate catastrophe. Rather than 

a fool’s gallery of elite politicians and their plush 

parliaments, the Stop Adani campaign must look to 

working people and its potential collective power 

to stop both coal and capitalism in its tracks. 

WORKERS   LEAGUE             

 

www.redfireonline.com 

E: workersleague@redfireonline.com 

                                                           
33

 https://www.climaterealityproject.org/blog/after-
airpocalypse-5-ways-china-becoming-global-climate-leader 
(06-12-18) 
34

 https://www.iaea.org/newscenter/news/how-china-has-
become-the-worlds-fastest-expanding-nuclear-power-
producer (06-12-18) 
35

 https://www.bbc.com/news/blogs-china-blog-43792655 
(06-12.18) 

Above: A solar panel array in the shape of a giant panda 

bear in the People’s Republic of China (PRC). The PRC is 

the world’s leader in installation of solar power, by a long 

way. China’s predominantly collectivised and planned 

economy does not primarily run on the basis of 

production for profit, so government leaders can direct 

companies to invest and produce solar panels, and other 

technologies which produce zero carbon when operating. 

For serious power, the PRC is building out a swathe of 

zero carbon nuclear power plants. Image from 

www.vox.com 

http://www.redfireonline.com/
https://www.climaterealityproject.org/blog/after-airpocalypse-5-ways-china-becoming-global-climate-leader
https://www.climaterealityproject.org/blog/after-airpocalypse-5-ways-china-becoming-global-climate-leader
https://www.iaea.org/newscenter/news/how-china-has-become-the-worlds-fastest-expanding-nuclear-power-producer
https://www.iaea.org/newscenter/news/how-china-has-become-the-worlds-fastest-expanding-nuclear-power-producer
https://www.iaea.org/newscenter/news/how-china-has-become-the-worlds-fastest-expanding-nuclear-power-producer
https://www.bbc.com/news/blogs-china-blog-43792655


RED FIRE                                          JANUARY 2019 Page 14 
 

NAZI BACKED GOVT DRIVES 

UKRAINE TO WAR – AGAIN 

Above: The Kerch Strait Bridge, which links Russia to Crimea across the Sea of Azov. Image from www.rt.com 

By Kurt Unmack 

 

02-12-2018 – In a world which was not upside 

down, open military provocations against a 

neighbouring country which threaten catastrophic 

war near the European landmass would be 

universally condemned. When the targeted 

country happens to be Russia, however, any 

provocation, however hostile, is justified. Defying 

basic logic, such taunting can even be twisted to be 

presented as a “Russian attack”.36 Such is the world 

of the Western corporate media, official 

mouthpieces for the behemoth of US imperialism. 

What actually occurred was an open and reckless 

provocation by the Kiev based Ukrainian 
                                                           
36

 https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-11-26/whats-next-
after-russia-and-ukraine-tensions-rise/10554870 (27-11-18) 

government against Russia, acting as a cat’s paw 

for US/EU/NATO imperialism. Three ships were 

ordered to deliberately enter Russian territorial 

waters by crossing the Kerch Strait, without the 

required notification to Russian maritime 

authorities. How do we know this? Because the 

Ukrainian sailors have already admitted as such.37 

Not only that, the Ukrainian Security Service (SBU), 

have also admitted that it had two agents aboard 

the Ukrainian naval ships which were detained by 

Russia for ignoring warnings to cease their 

dangerous manoeuvres.38 Throwing away even a 

semblance of an independent mask, Ukrainian 

President Petro Poroshenko then publicly appealed 

                                                           
37

 https://thesaker.is/ukrainian-sailors-confirm-that-they-
deliberately-entered-russian-waters/ (01-12-18) 
38

 http://tass.com/world/1032816 (01-12-18) 

http://www.rt.com/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-11-26/whats-next-after-russia-and-ukraine-tensions-rise/10554870
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-11-26/whats-next-after-russia-and-ukraine-tensions-rise/10554870
https://thesaker.is/ukrainian-sailors-confirm-that-they-deliberately-entered-russian-waters/
https://thesaker.is/ukrainian-sailors-confirm-that-they-deliberately-entered-russian-waters/
http://tass.com/world/1032816
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for NATO ships to patrol the Sea of Azov to 

“provide security”39.  

Martial law?  

Continuing the charade, Poroshenko then declared 

martial law – inside Ukraine – supposedly to deter 

hostile acts from Russia. As others have pointed 

out, declaring martial law within Ukraine, for 

something that happened out at sea, is highly 

suspicious.40  Yet more dubious actions have 

followed. On November 30, Poroshenko banned 

Russian males between the ages of 16 and 60 from 

entering Ukraine. He claimed that this was to 

prevent Russians forming private armies which, he 

claimed, act as directed by the Russian 

Federation.41 He outrageously claimed that these 

“armies” aim to finish what started in 2014.  

Working people need to be clear. What actually 

occurred in 2014 in Ukraine was a US/EU/NATO 

backed fascist coup against an elected 

government. It was this fascist coup in February 

2014 which brought Poroshenko and his cronies 

into “government”. While the Poroshenko 

government just barely stops short of being an 

organised fascist movement, his government relies 

on support from literal pro-Nazi Ukrainian fascists 

who are viscerally anti-Russian, anti-socialist and 

pro-US. In response to this fascist backed coup, 

Ukrainian areas in the East bravely declared 

independence in opposition to the Kiev based 

fascist coup government. They formed the Donetsk 

People’s Republic and the Lugansk People’s 

Republic. Given their refusal to submit to NATO 

armed fascism, they deserve the support of 

workers worldwide. 

Once again on Crimea 

 

                                                           
39

 https://www.euractiv.com/section/defence-and-
security/news/putin-defends-seizure-of-ukrainian-ships-
poroshenko-invites-nato-in-azov-sea/ (01-12-18) 
40

 http://landdestroyer.blogspot.com/2018/11/ukraine-
provokes-russia-to-what-end.html (01-12-18) 
41

 https://www.kyivpost.com/ukraine-politics/ukraine-bans-
russian-men-between-16-and-60-from-entering-country.html 
(01-12-18) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ever since 2014, the Western corporate press has 

repeated a falsehood over and over and over again 

– that Russia “annexed” Crimea. Such language 

harks back to pre-World War I rhetoric, and 

provides an ominous presage to World War III. 

What occurred was that Crimeans voted by an 

undisputable majority – over 95%42 - to secede 

from Ukraine and to join the Russian Federation. 

Crimea is overwhelmingly ethnically and 

linguistically Russian, but even that was only part 

of the reason why a reunion with Russia was the 

almost universal choice. Crimeans voted to join 

Russia because the alternative was to live under 

the rule of NATO armed fascists.  Barely a word of 

this essential truth ever appears in the corporate 

media of the US Empire and its vassal states. No 

amount of desperate fairy-tale retelling of events 

by Washington, London, Paris and Canberra can 

unmake this fact.  
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 https://www.rt.com/news/crimea-vote-join-russia-210/ 
(02-12-18) 

Above: In 2014, in the face of a NATO armed fascist coup in 

Kiev, Crimean residents voted by 96.77% to rejoin Russia. 

This was a clear vote against NATO armed Ukrainian 

fascism, and a reflection that the overwhelming majority of 

Crimeans are ethnically Russian. Despite this, the Western 

corporate media repeatedly refers to a supposed Russian 

“annexation” of Crimea !!  Image from Strategic Culture 

Foundation.  
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For the imperialists, war is the only way out of the 

economic and political crisis which is almost 

entirely of their own making. The collapse of “free 

enterprise” capitalism in the US, Europe, Japan and 

Australia, and the subsequent vicious attacks on 

the workers which result, means that the Western 

elites must have a scapegoat and a target, lest they 

face open revolt at home. Russia is the easy target, 

what with a century of anti-Soviet propaganda 

already hammered into the psyche of a suffering 

Western working class. Hence, Russophobia makes 

a dramatic return, and is then ramped up to 

hysterical levels. As we have mentioned previously, 

the Russophobia of today contains a combination 

of racism and anti-communism, even despite the 

overthrow of socialism in the former Union of 

Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) in 1991-2. 

 

This is why it is in the vital interests of the word’s 

workers to defend Russia against US imperialism, 

despite the capitalism restored in Russia since that 

time. This is why also it was necessary to stand by 

Russia as it effectively defeated the ISIS mercenary 

death squads in Syria. In fact, the US led war for 

regime change in Syria was in part a proxy war 

against Russia. In the same way, the NATO backing 

of fascists in Ukraine is in some ways an even larger 

proxy war against neighbouring Russia. While the 

foreign policy of the Russian state can sometimes 

be highly questionable, e.g. maintaining good 

relations with dubious states such as Israel and 

Saudi Arabia, at the same time the Russian state is 

one of the only entities which is currently 

preventing Wall Street from launching a 

catastrophic war which could potentially incinerate 

hundreds of millions of people. In fact, Russia 

today effectively takes on the responsibility – 

which it did not ask for – of holding the 

US/EU/NATO juggernaut in check.  

The Russian state today, with its strategic military 

strength, will need to be a temporary ally in the 

struggle for socialism of the world’s working 

people, insofar as it acts to stay the hand of a 

marauding and dangerous US imperialism. At the 

same time, pro-socialist workers within Russia 

need to recruit to their own banner, in the course 

of linking with other pro-working class forces 

internationally, in the struggle to prevent the US 

Empire from launching World War III. Australian 

left parties especially, need to utterly reject all 

facets of Russophobia, and act to combat its 

dissemination amongst working people. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: Crimeans demonstrating for the referendum in 

2014.  The placards read “Yankee – go home!”, 

“Referendum [a] democratic European value” and “NATO – 

go home!”. Crimeans could clearly see that, in reality, it 

was in fact NATO which was attempting to occupy Crimea, 

and not Russia. NATO’s “values” were clearly shown by its 

arming and funding of fascists and neo-Nazi armed groups 

in Ukraine. Image from www.economist.com 
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USA/AUSTRALIA: HANDS 

OFF PALESTINE! 

Above: The US opened its embassy in Jerusalem in May this year. The same day, Israeli Defence Forces shot dead 58 Palestinians as 

they protested near the Gaza border. Image from www.thenational.ae 

By Leo Rose 

19-10-2018 – As if the Australian government could 

not be any more craven to the masters of the US 

Empire, Liberal Party Prime Minister Scott 

Morrison this week publicly floated the idea that 

his government would follow the lead of the US 

Donald Trump administration and move its 

embassy from the Israeli capital Tel Aviv to 

Jerusalem. This would also entail recognising 

Jerusalem as the capital of Israel.43 The opening of 

the US embassy in Jerusalem in May this year was 

birthed with the blood of 58 Palestinians who were 

shot dead by the Israeli Defence Force, who were 

apparently given orders of shoot to kill to prevent a 

protest march in Gaza from breaching the border. 

Around 2000 were also wounded, after being hit by 
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 https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-10-16/australia-could-
move-embassy-to-jerusalem/10379602 (17-10-18) 

live-fire bullets.44 One wonders if the Australian 

government was hoping for a similar massacre to 

christen the opening of its embassy in Jerusalem. 

The Beast lashes out after defeat in Syria 

Some speculation has it that Prime Minister 

Morrison’s thought bubble was a desperate ploy to 

secure votes ahead of the coming by-election in 

the seat of Wentworth, vacated by dumped former 

PM Malcolm Turnbull. The Liberal Party’s 

candidate, Dave Sharma, is a former Ambassador 

to Israel. This may well have been part of the 

reason, but world geo-politics following the US 

Empire’s war on Syria plays the dominant hand. 

From 2011 onwards, the US Empire waged 

arguably the most atrocious proxy war in history 
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upon the Syrian Arab Republic, in a not so subtle 

war of regime change. The plans of the US ruling 

class for regime change in Syria did not by any 

means begin in 2011, but go way back to at least 

the 1980s.45 But this time, the US government, 

which has routinely overthrown states in Latin 

America, the Middle East, Africa and Asia over 70 

years, was stopped in its tracks. Incredible heroism 

was shown by the Syrian Arab Army, and they were 

joined by the resistance fighters of the Lebanese 

Hezbollah and Iranian armed forces. Decisive, 

though, was the intervention of Russia, which 

followed through on a request from the Syrian 

government. Russia’s far superior air power dealt 

crippling blows to ISIS, Al Qaeda and all of the 

mercenary death squads which had been armed, 

trained, funded or otherwise assisted by, at least, 

the governments of the US, the UK, France, Saudi 

Arabia, Turkey, Qatar, Canada, Denmark and 

Australia. Recently, the Israeli government finally 

admitted that it too had armed the anti-

government barbarians in Syria.46  

Donald Trump was partially elected as President on 

the promise that the US would no longer be 

involved in the regime change wars, such as those 

in Libya and Syria. Despite fury from the CIA 

Democrats, Trump has more or less wound up 

former President Obama’s regime change plans for 

Syria. But the writing was well and truly on the wall 

in any case – Russia effectively liberated Syria from 

ISIS.  

Nationalism is no way forward  

Many supporters of Palestine, and some left 

parties, ply the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions 

(BDS) campaign in their efforts to end the suffering 

of Palestinians. Yet PM Morrison’s actions this 

week should serve as a warning sign as to how 

misguided are nonetheless well intentioned BDS 
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 https://medium.com/@caityjohnstone/the-us-empire-has-
been-trying-to-regime-change-syria-since-long-before-2011-
40d4e6648d54 (17-08-18) 
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https://sputniknews.com/middleeast/201809051067754662-
Israel-Guns-Anti-Government-Extremists-Syria/ (17-08-18) 

supporters. The “Sanctions” part of BDS calls on 

national governments to apply sanctions on Israel 

until some just demands of the Palestinians are 

met. Working people should not be attempting to 

win over the same governments that have recently 

committed the outrageous provocation of shifting 

embassies to Jerusalem, to the cause of Palestinian 

liberation. These governments are part and parcel 

of states which are class enemies of working 

people, and oppressed nationalities such as 

Palestine. They cannot be won over because they 

are an integral cog of capitalist imperialism. Any 

attempt to win them over feeds the already vast 

illusions that no matter what “mistakes” these 

governments make, at the end of the day they are 

“our” representatives. Little could be further from 

the truth. 

 

 

 

 

 

The governments that the BDS movement wills to 

apply sanctions on Israel are the very same ones 

which uphold the Zionist Israeli state. This 

contradiction comes about because often the 

nationalism of the oppressed nation can only really 

be recognised by the powerful (imperialist) 

nations. BDS is ultimately one wing of Palestinian 

nationalism. Others include the nationalism of the 

Above: Jewish Anti-Zionist Group IfNotNow marches with 

supporters on Trump Tower to protest the US moving of 

their embassy to Jerusalem. The BDS campaign errs  by 

not seeking to win anti and non Zionist Jewish and Israeli 

groups and individuals to the cause of Palestinian 

liberation, even though they exist in Israel and 

internationally. Image from www.theguardian.com  
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almost universally rejected Palestinian Authority, 

which functions as little more than a Zionist/US 

deputy policing Palestinians. Another is the Islamist 

nationalism of Hamas, which treacherously backed 

the overthrow of neighbouring Syria by sectarian 

cutthroats armed by the West, as well as the Israeli 

government. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Any nationalism trapped within the framework of 

capitalism will not be able to solve its first tasks. 

Palestine can only be freed alongside the millions 

strong Israeli working class – the overwhelming 

majority of whom do not at all back the Zionist 

policies of predatory aggression towards the 

Palestinians. What is required is to unite 

Palestinian and Israeli workers through the 

struggle for a bi-national Arab/Hebrew workers 

state. In other words, the just cause of the national 

rights of the Palestinians can only be finally won 

through a victorious socialist revolution.  

Even before such a revolution is won, working 

people internationally who defend Palestine can 

only be effective in doing so by consistently and 

stridently opposing all facets of imperialism – not 

by seeking to work with it, as per the BDS 

campaign. This means opposing all wars being 

waged or being threatened by the Zionist Israeli 

state’s guarantor – the US. War against Syria, Iran, 

Russia, China, the DPRK (Democratic People’s 

Republic of Korea), Venezuela – all of these must 

be opposed with equal vigour – if one is to be 

genuine about the liberation of Palestine. Key to 

this outlook is the forging of Marxist vanguard 

parties, which seek to light the way from the 

horrors of war to the beacon of socialism. 

 

 

 

 

Above: The leadership of Liwa Al Quds, a Palestinian 

militia who fought for and with the Syrian Arab Republic 

against the mercenary ISIS and Al Qaeda forces as they 

attempted to overthrow the Syrian state. The Zionist 

Israeli state – despite their claimed Judaism, nonetheless 

assisted Al-Qaeda and other Western armed jihadists, in 

an effort to take down secular Syria, and undermine the 

Islamic Republic of Iran. Palestinians themselves were 

divided on the war on Syria, despite the fact that the 

imperialist sponsored overthrow of Syria would have 

caused chaos, and further war, in the region. While 

Hamas and their backers called for the downfall of the 

Syrian Arab Republic, many other Palestinians did not 

agree. Many supporters of BDS try to ignore the 

Palestinians who fought against the Western backed 

death squads, and thus defended Syria against regime 

change. Image from www.konflictcam.com 

Above: Both images are from Al Quds Day rallies in Iran, 

attended by tens of thousands, which express their 

support for Palestine and against the Zionist Israeli state. 

BDS supporters unfortunately routinely ignore Iranian 

backing for Palestine. Images from www.aljazeera.com 
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APEC 2018: US THREATENS 

NEW PACIFIC WAR 

www.apec.org 

By Tim Stanton 

24-11-2018: Asia Pacific Economic Co-Operation 

(APEC) meetings are usually straight forward 

affairs, full of feel good rhetoric about “free” trade 

and co-operation. This year it is a different story, 

with no traditional joint communique able to be 

cobbled together amongst the 21 member states.47 

The corporate media offer the vapid analysis that 

this was due to tensions between the governments 

of the United States of America (US) and the 

People’s Republic of China (PRC). In reality, this 

year’s APEC summit was one in which the US rulers 

threatened, yet again, to launch a catastrophic war 

against Red China.  If triggered, such a war could 

annihilate millions of innocent human beings. As 

usual, Washington is backed to the hilt by vassal 
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 https://postcourier.com.pg/happens-undeliverable-apec-
2018-png-communique/ (24-11-18) 

Canberra politicians, recklessly endangering the 

entire Asia-Pacific. 

Manus Island military base? 

Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison 

announced the development of the Lombrum 

naval base, along with the US military at the APEC 

summit. The Lombrum naval base is on Manus 

Island, and has not been used as a US base since 

World War II. The Manus Island  Papua New 

Guinea (PNG) governor, Charlie Benjamin, stated 

that the naval base is only in the interests of the US 

and Australia, not PNG locals.48 It is the cruelest of 

ironies, that the base could be expanded on Manus 

Island, which the Australian government has made 

notorious by using it as a location for the inhuman 
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torture of refugees and those seeking a safe place 

to live. To be both a base for the illegal and unjust 

detention of innocents, as well as a staging post for 

the potential launching of US led imperialist war, 

condemns the systems which allow it. The 

Australian ruling class has already allowed the US 

to use Darwin as a rotating training ground for 

thousands of its marines, but Manus Island would 

be a beach head significantly closer to their target 

– mainland China. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The language from PRC President Xi Jinping was 

conciliatory and offered cautious warnings, 

whereas the language from US Vice President Mike 

Pence was almost inflammatory. President Xi 

defended the trillion dollar One Belt One Road 

(New Silk Road) infrastructure development 

project as one which has no hidden political 

agendas, and which targets no one. Vice President 

Pence, on the other hand, claimed that the US 

offers its partners no coercion, no drowning 

countries in a sea of debt, and no compromises on 

their independence.49 The US spokesperson 

retailed bald faced lies when referring obliquely to 

China’s mutual assistance projects it undertakes 

throughout Eurasia and the Asia-Pacific. The fact is 

that the US, mired in a capitalist economic crisis of 

its making, is not in a position to offer the 

development assistance that China’s huge state led 

economy can. The US rulers know that the longer 

they sit back, the more they will be overtaken by 

the PRC. Unable to countenance coming second to 

anyone, let alone an Asian country which 70 years 

ago was mired in Third World conditions, 

Washington’s only chance to prevent being 

overtaken is to launch a cataclysmic war – 

regardless of the costs.  

Socialism versus capitalism 

Mainstream media reports of China and the US 

refer to “rivalry” and “tensions” between two 

superpowers, where they sometimes admit that 

the US is past the peak of its power, whereas China 

is rising. What they cannot say is that China versus 

the US today is a case of socialism versus 

capitalism. Yes, the socialism in China is distorted, 

imperfect, and sometimes politically misled 

internally and internationally by the Communist 

Party of China (CPC). Despite this, China’s rapid 

advance over the last 30 years clearly 

demonstrates the superiority of the socialist mode 

of production, based predominantly on public 

ownership of the means of production, vis-à-vis the 

capitalist mode of production based on private 

ownership of the means of production by a tiny 

handful of obscenely wealthy elites, as in the West. 

While world capitalism entered the “Third Slump” 

in 2008 and has barely recovered, China’s economy 

powers along, outstripping the West even despite 

not being able to yet match Western labour 

productivity overall. 

China ended the “century of humiliation” at the 

hands of the colonial powers in 1949, with the final 
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 https://mothership.sg/2018/11/chinese-president-xi-
jinping-us-vice-president-mike-pence-2018-apec-summit/ 
(24-11-18) 

Below: There have been 90 trained medical staff working 

in Papua New Guinea since 2002. Here they welcome a 

Chinese “floating hospital” ship to PNG. The ties between 

PNG and China go back decades – diplomatic relations 

were established in 1976. Washington and Canberra do 

not have the economic resources to counter the 

assistance offered by socialist China, and thus resort to 

threats of provocation and war. Image from 

www.chinadaily.com.cn 
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victory of its socialist revolution. Today, China’s 

stupendous economic growth is driven by the 

workers’ state which emerged out of this victory, in 

which hundreds of millions of workers and 

peasants overturned feudal and capitalist rule. In 

the PRC, the banks, transport infrastructure, 

telecommunications, electricity, shipping, defence 

industries, space industries, robotics, aircraft and 

train manufacturing, media, cinema and computer 

chip manufacturing, amongst other things, are all 

state owned or majority state owned. And they are 

all supervised and controlled by the government to 

ensure they stay within the limits of the five year 

plan. This has led to stunning breakthroughs by 

Chinese made technology, with, for example, China 

leading the way in the production of 

supercomputers,50 and being the first country to 

effect a soft landing on the dark side of the 

moon.51 
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The capitalist economies of the US, Europe, Japan 

and Australia, on the other hand, remain mired in 

effective recession. In Australia, wages in terms of 

purchasing power have never been lower in 

history. All governments routinely slash public 

spending on healthcare, education, public 

transport, pensions, aged care etc., and funnel it 

directly to the private sector. This has little effect, 

the rate of profit continues to fall, and working 

people suffer the consequences. Poverty and 

homelessness is skyrocketing in Australia and also 

the United Kingdom (UK). These governments then 

try to divert the backlash – onto China!  

Working people should not fear China but defend 

it, in the process of struggling to achieve socialism 

on these shores. Infrastructure development, 

decent public transport, banks which provide a low 

cost service, affordable housing, indeed - a better 

life – all this and more awaits if workers can 

prevent Washington and Canberra from launching 

a calamitous war in the Pacific.  

 

 

 

 

 

Above: China’s Chang’e 4 lander, pictured during the first 

ever landing by anyone on the dark side of the moon, 

which occurred in January 2019. Only three countries 

have landed on the moon: the USA, the USSR and the 

People’s Republic of China (PRC). However, only the PRC 

has effected a soft landing on the dark side of the moon – 

the side that is not illuminated by the sun. The PRC’s 

tremendous advances in science and technology are only 

possible though it’s massive funding of research and 

development by the socialist state. Image from 

www.gizmodo.com 

Above: Graph from 2013 showing child poverty rates in 

relation to median income. The US has a huge rate of 20%, 

while Australia is almost half that with 9.3%. Meanwhile, 

China’s rapid economic development has lifted hundreds 

of millions of people out of poverty since the 1980s. At 

least 700 milliion people no longer live in poverty in China, 

thanks to its predominantly publicly owned and planned 

economy, overseen by a workers’ state – the central gain 

of the 1949 socialist revolution.  
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US EMPIRE ROLLS THE DICE 

ON VENEZUELA INVASION 

Above: Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro greets children on the occasion of his second inauguration. www.axios.com 

By Paul Nave 

27-10-2018 – It’s no secret. The US ruling class, 

through its various fronts, has attempted to 

overthrow the Venezuelan government repeatedly 

since Hugo Chavez swept to electoral power in 

1998. There was a coup attempt in 2002, an 

attempt to shut down the state owned PDVSA oil 

company in 2003, a separatist plot in the Zulia 

region in 2008, and violent opposition led rolling 

street demonstrations in 2014 and 2017.52 This 

year on July 8, US President Donald Trump laid the 

military option on the table. According to 

Venezuela’s Foreign Minister Jorge Arreaza, Trump 

had a meeting with the then Secretary of State Rex 

Tillerson and then national security adviser HR 

McMaster, asking why the US could not “finish off” 

Venezuelan President Nicholas Maduro through a 
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 https://venezuelanalysis.com/analysis/14094 (27-10-2018) 

military operation. Apparently Tillerson and 

McMaster managed to talk Trump out of that 

option.53 

US government funding of Venezuelan opposition 

Washington, however, continues to carry out 

everything but an actual military intervention to 

overthrow the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela. 

While there is a substantial right-wing domestic 

opposition to the Venezuelan government, it 

would barely be able to sustain its multiple coup 

attempts without the financial and political backing 

of notorious US deep state operatives such as the 

National Endowment for Democracy (NED). The 

NED is more or less the public face of the CIA, 

which poses as an aid organisation, but in fact 
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exists to subvert and/or overthrow any 

government or country around the world which is 

perceived to be too independent from Wall Street. 

In Venezuela, it partners with the US Agency for 

International Development (USAID), to funnel 

funding to the opposition which repeatedly refuses 

to accept the results of elections within Venezuela 

which they lose. In 2015 alone, the US pumped 

$4.2 million into Venezuela through the NED and 

USAID.54 The US government also funds the 

Broadcasting Board of Governors, to the tune of 

some $777.8 million55. This money runs the “Voice 

of America” news service, which for decades has 

beamed anti-communist propaganda into Cuba, 

and continues to do so throughout Latin America 

and Asia.  

 

Yet it is not just faux media organisations which 

Washington funds and often creates. It is also 

entire opposition political parties. The NED, via the 

International Republican Institute (IRI), funds the 

right-wing coalition Democratic Unity Roundtable 

(MUD), in violation of Venezuelan law. The IRI has 

virtually set up the opposition parties Primero 

Justicia and Voluntad Popular.56 It is also no 

coincidence that these right-wing parties are 

heavily supported and backed by Venezuela’s 

wealthy and upper classes. For years, the majority 

of working class and poorer Venezuelans have 

stood by their “Bolivarian Revolution”. 

Economic crisis undermines Chavismo 

For around 15 years, the Chavista movement (or 

“Chavismo”, named after initiating President Hugo 

Chavez) was unassailable and virtually could not 

lose an election. The Bolivarian Revolution, with 

the overwhelming support of the majority of 

Venezuelans who have little personal wealth, did 
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win substantial gains that leftists the world over 

could celebrate. For the first time, many people 

who could not afford to get an education were able 

to enroll. The minimum wage was increased, by 

government decree, repeatedly. Free health care 

centres were set up in poorer neighbourhoods 

which had rarely seen a doctor. Housing was built 

for those who could least afford to buy. 

Venezuela’s substantial oil wealth helped to fund 

these progressive steps which had never previously 

been contemplated.57 

 

Hugo Chavez and the Chavistas claimed they were 

for socialism, and that this was the aim of their 

revolution. Chavista supporters no doubt 

consciously accept socialism, yet in practice the 

Bolivarian Revolution was always based on 

reforming the capitalist system. Chavistas may 

deny it, but the Bolivarian Revolution did not take 

the crucial first steps towards socialism – the 

organisation of the working class in preparation for 

the seizure of state power. For this, what is 

indispensable is the forging of a Marxist vanguard 

party – composed of the most advanced pro-

working class fighters. Even Chavista supporters 

internationally would admit that the party created 

by Hugo Chavez, the United Socialist Party of 

Venezuela (PSUV), was not conceived as a Marxist 

organisation.  

 

The Bolivarian Revolution itself was never a 

socialist revolution. This is something that genuine 

Chavista supporters in Venezuela and 

internationally have to face up to. Socialism begins 

with the working class creating its own power, 

overthrowing the rule of capital, and taking control 

of the major means of production, at least initially. 

None of this has been attempted in Venezuela – in 

fact, quite the opposite. Despite some abandoned 

factories being taken over by the government here 

and there, the major means of production remain 

in private hands in Venezuela. The entire banking 
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https://www.telesurtv.net/english/news/US-Pumped-4.2M-in-2015-to-Destabilize-Venezuelan-Government-20170408-0006.html
https://www.bbg.gov/strategy-and-performance/budget-submissions/
https://www.bbg.gov/strategy-and-performance/budget-submissions/
https://www.counterpunch.org/2014/04/25/the-dirty-hand-of-the-national-endowment-for-democracy-in-venezuela/
https://www.counterpunch.org/2014/04/25/the-dirty-hand-of-the-national-endowment-for-democracy-in-venezuela/
https://www.counterpunch.org/2014/04/25/the-dirty-hand-of-the-national-endowment-for-democracy-in-venezuela/
https://www.telesurtv.net/english/analysis/4-Gains-Maduros-Venezuela-Made-That-Mainstream-Media-Ignores-20170413-0026.html
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system remains in the hands of the wealthy elite. 

Far from organising working class occupations and 

take-overs of critical public infrastructure, the 

Chavistas have restricted their political work largely 

to elections. Because the state remains in the 

hands of capital, all of the gains made by the 

Bolivarian Revolution can therefore be taken away 

by a lost election.  

This reality is getting closer day by day. In fact, a US 

backed military intervention, or even just a classical 

Wall Street backed “opposition” movement 

creating enough chaos to topple the government, 

is on the cards. An actual socialist revolution 

enables the most advanced workers to destroy the 

capitalist state, and erect a workers’ state in its 

place, as the first step towards the transition to 

socialism. The critical factor is that the working 

class uses state power to win the majority of the 

working people, and integrates them into ruling 

the new society themselves – without and against 

the corporations and their wealthy backers. The 

Bolivarian Revolution, on the other hand, attempts 

to rule in the name of the “people” or 

“Venezuelans”. In a class divided society, however, 

uniting antagonistic classes is an impossibility. And 

so, without working class control of the banks 

especially, there is no chance of being able to 

control such things as runaway inflation. This is one 

reason why the right-wing opposition is able to 

make a comeback. 

Negotiations while migration crisis expands 

The PSUV and Maduro constantly enter into 

negotiations with Venezuelan capitalists and the 

opposition generally, in a vain attempt to 

somehow make enough concessions that might 

lead them to refrain from sabotaging the economy 

and the state. A genuine socialist leadership of a 

workers’ state would enter into negotiations with 

former capitalists who have been deprived of 

political power – but Maduro and the Chavistas do 

not lead a workers’ state, and they have no 

intention of expropriating even some of them. 

Their negotiations are based on the fantasy that 

Venezuelan business owners would somehow 

value all Venezuelans above their material wealth. 

But the opposition’s open consorting with and 

through Washington and all of their agents is a 

clear indication that the Venezuelan “captains of 

industry” are only loyal to the profits they can 

squeeze out of Venezuelan workers and the poor. 

 

 

 

 

  

The Venezuelan rich classes are also part of the 

reason why there is a migration crisis between 

Venezuela and Colombia, and elsewhere. The 

hoarding of goods by businesses that refuse to sell 

or supply them to poor Venezuelans causes some 

to pack up their belongings and seek asylum where 

food and goods, not to speak of work, are 

available. Hyper-inflation, now barely measurable, 

pushes prices of basic goods out of reach. Some 

reports state that as many as 10 to 12%, or around 

3.8 million, Venezuelans now live abroad in more 

than 90 countries.58 Many of them flee Venezuela 

on foot, and large numbers of them cross the 

border into Colombia. Some move further through 

Ecuador and into Chile.  
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 https://www.straitstimes.com/world/americas/how-the-
venezuelan-migration-crisis-affects-south-america (27-10-18) 

Above: This warehouse in the state of Zulia was seized by 

the Venezuelan government, as the owners had hoarded 

thousands of basic goods such as nappies, detergent and 

black beans. Rich owners opposed to the government 

hide goods in order to push prices up, for which they then 

hypocritically blame the government. Image from 

www.venezuelanalysis.com 

https://www.straitstimes.com/world/americas/how-the-venezuelan-migration-crisis-affects-south-america
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At the same time, the hypocrisy of the Colombian 

government blaming Venezuela entirely for this 

migration crisis stands out in stark relief. 50 years 

of war in Colombia, with right-wing paramilitaries 

regularly murdering left-wing guerrillas and 

perceived supporters has led to millions of 

Colombians fleeing for their lives. Venezuela has 

reportedly absorbed about 30% of this migration, 

with an estimated 5.6 million Colombians living in 

Venezuela, according to 2015 figures.59 What is 

more, these Colombians benefit from the same 

rights as all Venezuelans, and make use of the 

government provided health care, education and 

housing!  

Chinese investment assists oil industry 

The Venezuelan oil industry, the exports of which 

make up around 95% of government earnings, is 

now at its lowest level in 70 years. Crude oil 

production is currently down to around 1.4 million 

barrels per day (mbpd), which is about half of the 

average 2.4 mbpd Venezuela usually produces. It 

had a record high of 3.4 mbpd in 1997, and a 

record low of 0.594 mbpd in January 2003, during 

the opposition “oil lockout”.60 The People’s 

Republic of China (PRC) is a major recipient of 

Venezuelan oil, but due to the problems PDVSA is 

experiencing, it is struggling to send its shipments. 

In July, the China Development Bank approved a 

$250 million grant to PDVSA to boost oil 

production. This is on top of a $5 billion loan 

already approved, which exists alongside previous 

$50 billion oil-for-loan arrangements with the 

Asian economic powerhouse.61 Workers should be 

clear – this assistance from the PRC stems from the 

predominantly socialist state led Chinese economy, 

of which its state owned oil production forms a 

part. Without the PRC’s largely collectivised and 

planned economy, based on public ownership of 
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 https://www.telesurtv.net/english/analysis/Why-Do-
Colombians-Continue-Migrating-to-Venezuela--20150910-
0028.html (27-10-18) 
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 https://tradingeconomics.com/venezuela/crude-oil-
production (27-10-18) 
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 https://www.dw.com/en/venezuela-secures-oil-sector-
funding-from-china/a-44518822 (27-10-18) 

the major means of production, Red China would 

not be the world’s leading economic generator 

today.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

While the economic assistance the PRC is able to 

grant Venezuela acts as a welcome countervailing 

factor to the threats of regime change emanating 

from the US Empire, it may not be enough to stave 

off the relentless sabotage the Venezuelan right 

wing opposition utilises, in concert with 

Washington. While the PRC’s assistance to 

Venezuela is welcome, the politics of the 

Communist Party of China (CPC) leadership is such 

that it does so in order to prop up the Venezuelan 

bourgeois system, rather than “socialism”. If the 

PRC was led by genuine Marxist internationalists, 

the assistance would be provided alongside 

political encouragement to raise the working class 

to power, in Venezuela and Latin America.  

Defend Venezuela against regime change  

 

The working class internationally is crying out for 

leadership, as capitalism drives human society ever 

Below: Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro and his 

wife meet with Chinese President Xi Jinping and his wife 

in Beijing in January, 2015. The Chinese government has 

provided Venezuela with millions of dollars in economic 

assistance, a necessary counterweight to the ongoing 

internal and external regime change efforts stemming 

from Washington. While China’s economic assistance is 

welcome, neither the Venezuelan government nor China 

are pushing for workers’ power. www.chinadaily.com.cn 

https://www.telesurtv.net/english/analysis/Why-Do-Colombians-Continue-Migrating-to-Venezuela--20150910-0028.html
https://www.telesurtv.net/english/analysis/Why-Do-Colombians-Continue-Migrating-to-Venezuela--20150910-0028.html
https://www.telesurtv.net/english/analysis/Why-Do-Colombians-Continue-Migrating-to-Venezuela--20150910-0028.html
https://tradingeconomics.com/venezuela/crude-oil-production
https://tradingeconomics.com/venezuela/crude-oil-production
https://www.dw.com/en/venezuela-secures-oil-sector-funding-from-china/a-44518822
https://www.dw.com/en/venezuela-secures-oil-sector-funding-from-china/a-44518822
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closer to an abyss. There is scarcely any leadership 

coming from the left in the Western imperialist 

countries. The leaderships of the countries which 

broke from capitalism after World War II maintain 

their initial success in establishing the first steps 

towards socialism. In the PRC, the largely 

nationalised and planned economy guided by 

socialist state led development continues to 

outstrip the US, Europe, Japan and Australia. Yet 

the PRC leadership, along with their cohorts in 

Vietnam, Laos, the DPRK (“North Korea”) and Cuba 

concentrate their building of socialism within their 

own borders. Unfortunately, workers do not hear 

calls from them to join with them in a struggle to 

finally end global capitalist rule. 

Neither, however, do such calls emanate from 

Chavismo. The movement led by Chavez and now 

Maduro has won substantial gains for the working 

class and the poor in Venezuela. Yet every reform 

made via electoral change, even one which has 

governmental power, can be taken away by capital 

as soon as the political conditions allow. The only 

way to not only protect the free health care, 

education, housing and other gains won by 

Chavismo, is to prepare the workers for the 

overthrow of corporate rule, via the destruction of 

the old regime based on vast inequality, and the 

construction of their own state. Unless the working 

class holds power, socialism only lives in words.  

Workers in Venezuela have the task of winning 

over Chavistas to the perspective of a genuine 

struggle for the arming of their class and the rule of 

a workers government. Key to this is the forging of 

an internationalist Marxist cadre party. Workers 

internationally have the task of defending 

Venezuela against the dire threat of open 

imperialist intervention from the US Empire. There 

is a need for the military defence of the 

Venezuelan government against US imperialism, 

while preparing the political conditions for the 

supersession of Chavismo with a perspective of 

united action between the workers of Venezuela, 

Colombia, Latin America, the US and 

internationally.   

 

 

 

 

 

Above: Venezuelan President Maduro highlights the 

Venezuelan identity card, created with the assistance of 

Chinese company ZTE. Right wing opponents say the card 

is used for social control and to marginalize political 

opponents. However, the real rationale was to enable 

many poor Venezuelans the ability to apply for bank 

accounts and other government benefits where previously 

they had no formal ID. Image from Reuters TV.  
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BREAK ANTI-UNION RULES! 
STATEMENT OF THE    WORKERS LEAGUE 

Above: “Change the Rules” rally in Brisbane November 20, 2018. The demand “Australia needs a pay rise” is sometimes tacked on to 

the overall demand to “Change the Rules”, but it still ties in with an electoral approach. www.queenslandunions.org 

(The following is the text of a statement released 

by the Workers League on 20 November, 2018.) 

20-11-2018 – The Australian labour movement has 

a long and proud history, which has won 

substantial gains for working people for over 100 

years. Weekends, public holidays, four weeks 

annual leave, leave loading and many other basic 

working conditions were won through powerful 

and well organised Unions since the 1890s. But it is 

no secret that the Union movement has never 

been under greater attack than it is now. The 

capitalist financial crisis which began in 2008 has 

barely let up, resulting in the “captains of industry” 

pushing to remove hard won working conditions 

that many had taken for granted. The right of 

Union staff to enter workplaces to speak with 

workers is restricted and in some cases completely 

absent. Decent penalty rates – the right to be 

compensated for working weekends and public 

holidays –  have been removed for hospitality 

workers, and if there is no fightback, will inevitably 

be removed from other industries one by one. 

Employers only need argue in a court which is 

already stacked in their favour, that there is little 

reason why they should pay them when other 

employers are not.  

Change the Rules = elect the ALP 

The Australian Council of Trade Unions (ACTU) is 

currently pushing the “Change the Rules” 

campaign, with rallies taking place in many cities 

around the country throughout November. It is 

purported that this campaign aims to change the 

Industrial Relations (IR) laws, which now are 

heavily tilted in favour of employers, to IR laws 

http://www.queenslandunions.org/
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which guarantee basic rights and entitlements for 

workers. But the “Change the Rules” campaign is a 

gigantic scam, a common ruse to elect the 

Australian Labor Party (ALP) to federal 

government. The ALP in government, however, 

from 2007 to 2013, barely changed the “Work 

Choices” legislation of the Howard Liberal 

government, putting in place an Orwellian named 

“Fair Work Australia”. The Australian Building and 

Construction Commission (ABCC) – a body 

designed almost wholly to take down the power of 

the building and construction Unions – remains. It 

has been joined by the Registered Organisations 

Commission (ROC) – a government body which has 

the power to de-register Unions, and even decide 

who can be an official of a Union. Needless to say, 

the ALP has given no undertaking that it will make 

any move whatsoever against these anti-Union 

arms of the state.  

 

The corporate employer class is already getting 

away with murder – in the case of the construction 

industry, sometimes literally. Unpaid overtime is 

widespread through several industries. Outright 

wage theft, where workers are being paid way 

below what they are legally entitled to, is rampant. 

In areas where there are different classifications 

and thus different pay levels, employers are often 

simply giving workers jobs which are above their 

classification, and expect them to be done without 

any extra pay. Health and Safety in many industries 

is regarded as a cost by employers, which can be 

ignored regardless of the dangers posed to 

workers, or even the public. Casualisation is now at 

unprecedented levels, with around 40% of the 

workforce in temporary or contract employment. 

Not only does this mean casual staff have no right 

to any paid leave, they are almost powerless to 

demand basic workplace rights, due to the very 

real threat of being removed from the workplace 

at the drop of a hat. Wages themselves, are the 

lowest they have ever been in Australian history, in 

terms of purchasing power.  

Win by breaking unjust rules 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The business and employing class clearly feel no 

compunction for blatantly breaking industrial laws, 

many of which were written for their benefit. In 

fact, many employers’ actions are lawless as a 

matter of routine, with reckless regard for the 

consequences. In response, the only chance 

workers and Unions have of winning back the 

rights that have been stripped, and holding the 

employers to account for the laws that they 

flagrantly breach, is to openly defy the laws which 

allow this to occur. This means taking strike action 

– whether or not the “rules” allow for this. If any 

worker or Union is taken into custody for taking 

strike action – then the strike in response must be 

expanded further and further. In fact, it will be 

necessary to strike for the right to take strike 

action. Almost all gains won by Unions in this 

country were won through the use of the strike 

weapon. No rules were ever changed by pleading 

with the rule writers to change them – and this is 

especially going to be the case for industrial laws.  

Standing as a clear obstacle to this perspective is 

the conservative Union bureaucracy, chock full of 

Above: The outbreak of the Yellow Vest movement in 

France, and spreading to other countries, is one 

consequence of conservative Union officials failing to offer 

leadership to the working class in its struggle for survival 

against the onslaught of the capitalist crisis. If led in a left-

wing direction, the Yellow Vest movement may pressure 

careerist Union officials into leading a fightback, as 

opposed to the electoral diversion of “Change the Rules”. 

Image from Wikipedia. 



RED FIRE                                          JANUARY 2019 Page 30 
 

careerist Union officials – many of whom are 

actually members of the ALP. With a few 

exceptions, the Union officials, from the ACTU 

down to local Union secretaries, have a material 

interest in herding workers within the bounds of 

what is acceptable to the profit system. Thus they 

consciously attempt to imbue workers with an 

outlook which is in stark contrast to their basic 

needs. If the business class says that penalty rates 

must go, or livable wages must go, or basic health 

and safety conditions must go, or the right to 

permanent employment must go – then workers 

must respond by saying that if this is the case, it is 

capitalism itself which must go!  This basic defence 

of working people is anathema to the Union 

officials, who are handsomely paid to shepherd 

workers behind the parliament, and/or, the Labor 

Party. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The truth workers need to know is that, in fact, the 

IR “rules” are doing precisely what they are 

intended to do – to ensure the flow of obscene 

profits to private capital, in an era of profound 

international crisis for the capitalist system. The 

“rules” ensure that workers pay the price through 

the destruction of manufacturing, the privatisation 

of public services and the disappearance of secure 

employment. To turn this around, what is required 

are the building of rank and file networks 

throughout all Unions which exclude officials and 

paid Union staffers. Within these rank and file 

committees, class struggle militants and socialists 

need to push for a complete break with the Labor 

Party and all arms of the employers’ state – 

arbitration commissions, courts, parliaments, the 

lot. A class struggle leadership of the Unions would 

fight for a shorter working week with no loss in 

pay, for permanent jobs for all, and for Union 

control of hiring and training. This is bound up with 

efforts to forge a genuine workers party. Such a 

party would fight for a socialist order which 

abolishes the entire system of wage slavery via the 

rule of workers councils and public ownership of 

the major means of production. BREAK ANTI-

UNION RULES! 

WORKERS    LEAGUE 

 

E: workersleague@redfireonline.com 

www.redfireonline.com 

Below: Electrical Trade Union (ETU) QLD/NT State 

Secretary Peter Ong, stating that the “rules are broken”, 

and workers therefore need to “change the rules”. In fact, 

the rules, written by and for the interests of capital, are 

doing what they are designed to do – ensure profitability 

for the stock market investors at the expense of workers. 

The actual legal laws may never be changed in writing, 

but serious class struggle against the employer class as a 

whole can force their hand, and render anti-Union laws a 

dead letter.  

For example, it may never be written in law that workers 

have the right to strike. To win this right, workers are 

going to have to take it on, daring the state to arrest 

workers who strike, and then spreading it if any workers 

are detained. A class struggle leadership of the Unions, 

will need to emerge during this surge. Mematic.net 

mailto:workersleague@redfireonline.com
http://www.redfireonline.com/
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WEST PAPUA: CORPORATE 

MEDIA ENLISTED TO SPREAD 

FALSE CLAIMS, FAKE NEWS 

Above: Map highlighting West Papua. Note the proximity to the Australian mainland. Image from RNZ 

By Adam Baker 

30-12-18 – As far as false flags go, this one was a 

whopper. In an “exclusive” posted in The Saturday 

Paper on December 22, John Martinkus and Mark 

Davis make the outlandish claim that the 

Indonesian military used white phosphorus 

munitions against West Papuan villagers in the 

region of Nduga.62 White phosphorus is an 

internationally banned chemical weapon, due to 

the immense damage it causes to humans in a 

battlefield. It ignites spontaneously in contact with 

oxygen, and burns human flesh incessantly, causing 

unbearable pain and often death. The very 

mention of white phosphorus condemns those 

who use it against supposed adversaries. However, 

in this case, the mention of white phosphorus is 
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https://www.thesaturdaypaper.com.au/2018/12/22/exclusiv
e-chemical-weapons-dropped-papua/15453972007326 (27-
12-18) 

calculated to cause maximum outrage, up to and 

including demands for Western intervention – as if 

that would do anything but make things worse.  

Embedded regime change media  

Given the recent background of John Martinkus 

and Mark Davis, and The Saturday Paper, and SBS, 

in stridently backing the US led war of regime 

change against the Syrian Arab Republic, it’s not 

difficult to see how they have transferred their 

skills in fake news. And the deadly irony is that the 

side they were paid propagandists for – US 

imperialism and its ISIS and Al-Qaeda death squad 

proxies – repeatedly used white phosphorus 

against Syrian civilians and anyone suspected of 

defending their government and armed forces 

against arguably the dirtiest war in history. A little 

over a month ago, it was reported that the US 

military used banned white phosphorus bombs in 

the Deir Ez-Zor province of Syria for the fourth time 

https://www.thesaturdaypaper.com.au/2018/12/22/exclusive-chemical-weapons-dropped-papua/15453972007326
https://www.thesaturdaypaper.com.au/2018/12/22/exclusive-chemical-weapons-dropped-papua/15453972007326
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in two months.63 It is not as if the US denies using 

banned white phosphorus munitions – a crime of 

colossal proportion. In 2017, the US military 

claimed that white phosphorus rounds were used 

for “screening” in a way that “considers civilians”.64 

Needless to say, the US military would probably 

also claim that its entire war for the overthrow of 

the Syrian state was because it was concerned for 

civilians!  

 

Unfortunately the US was actively assisted in this 

atrocious war by other imperialist powers such as 

the United Kingdom (UK), France, Canada and 

Australia. And the region of Deir Ez-Zor is very 

close to home for the Australian ruling class. In 

2016, the Australian military admitted that its 

warplanes had been involved in bombing in Deir 

Ez-Zor which not only slaughtered up to 82 Syrian 

soldiers,65 but actively assisted ISIS alongside the 

US military. This was during a period where the US 

was back-pedalling due to the military success of 

Russia’s air strikes against ISIS, which were 

requested by the Syrian government.  

2016 was the year in which John Martinkus openly 

propagandised for US imperialism, again ironically 

in the same The Saturday Paper. At that time there 

was a slew of Western corporate media slanders 

against the actions of the Russian military in Syria, 

with fabricated claims that Russia was bombing 

civilians instead of bombing ISIS, especially in and 

around the ancient city of Aleppo. John Martinkus’ 

article at that time was a part of this unprincipled 

barrage, and even claimed that the Syrian 

government also took part in supposedly raining 

death upon Syrian civilians.66 For his part, Mark 
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 https://www.mintpressnews.com/us-uses-banned-white-
phosphorus-bombs-in-syrian-city-for-the-fourth-time-in-two-
months/251537/ (27-12-18) 
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https://sputniknews.com/middleeast/201706091054502594-
us-coalition-white-phosphorus-raqqa/ (27-12-18) 
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 https://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-09-18/australian-jets-
involved-in-botched-air-strike-on-syrian-army/7855610 (27-
12-18) 
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https://www.thesaturdaypaper.com.au/news/politics/2016/

Davis also joined in as a mercenary journalist for 

hire, posting a video about the mythical “Syrian 

uprising”.67  

If these reporters were consistent, or were even 

half remorseful about their role in working for 

imperialist interests against Syria, and in practice 

for the terrorist death squads armed by the West, 

they might have written a story about how the US 

used white phosphorus during its war on Syria, and 

still does. But no – now they have turned their 

hand to put together fabricated claims that the 

Indonesian military used white phosphorus against 

West Papuan separatists. In Syria, the aim was to 

call for further Western intervention to accelerate 

the destruction of the entire Syrian nation, 

potentially triggering a global nuclear war. Now, 

the aim appears to be a call for Western 

intervention into West Papua, on the basis of 

unproven and fake claims against the Indonesian 

armed forces. It seems the material benefits of 

fanning the flames of the nefarious ends of 

imperialism are too much to resist.  

What did happen in Nduga? 

In amongst the blanket of lies about white 

phosphorus, even compromised guns for hire feel 

compelled to report some of what actually 

occurred. The firing of some kind of gas projectiles 

into the Nduga region by the Indonesian military 

was in response to the slaughter of at least 31 

workers who were constructing the Trans West 

Papua highway. The Saturday Paper’s “exclusive” 

admits that these killings were murders. These 

murders were apparently carried out after 

requests for the road workers to destroy a video of 

a flag raising ceremony in the region on December 

1 – the day that West Papuans mark as their 

declaration of independence from Dutch 

colonialism in 1963. The armed Papuans 

                                                                                                     
10/01/syrian-city-aleppo-under-siege/14752440003804 (27-
12-18) 
67 https://www.sbs.com.au/news/dateline/story/syrias-

uprising  (27-12-18) 
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apparently chased the workers back to their 

accommodation, and murdered 24 of them. 8 

escaped to the home of a nearby politician, the 

armed Papuans again chased them to that place, 

and murdered 7 more.68 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Indonesian military (TNI) expressly denied 

using white phosphorus, and credibly pointed out 

that such munitions cannot be fired from a 

helicopter, but would be have to be fired from a jet 

fighter or a bomber, from a distances of tens or 

hundreds of kilometres away. A statement 

provided to the ABC by the Papua Military 

Command went on to say that the TNI does not 

operate jet fighters, let alone bombers.69 On the 

other hand, the West Papuan armed groups make 
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 https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-12-23/indonesia-
military-denies-using-chemical-weapons-in-west-
papua/10664402 (27-12-18) 

the likely claim that the road workers are in fact 

Indonesian military, and not civilians. Moreover, 

they claim that the Trans Papua Highway will be 

used for military purposes, and will not benefit 

civilians.70 The West Papua National Liberation 

Army (TPN-PB) has claimed responsibility for the 

attack which took 31 lives.71 Needless to say, once 

a dispute reaches the point of armed conflict, a 

political resolution becomes more and more 

difficult to attain.  

Independence for West Papua?  

There appears to be a divide between some of the 

armed separatist West Papuan groups and a 

political wing. Benny Wenda, the exiled chair of the 

United Liberation Movement for West Papua 

(ULMWP), stated in response to the incidents in 

Nduga that his organisation does not want 

bloodshed, but does want Indonesia to come to 

the international table so there can be an 

agreement about a referendum.72 At the same 

time, Victor Yiemo, international spokesperson for 

the West Papua National Committee (KNPB), 

stated that the TPN-PB is “our military and are 

fighting for our freedom and we support them”.73 

What stance should working people take on the 

issue of independence for West Papua? Many on 

the left misinterpret the leader of the Russian 

Revolution, V.I. Lenin, on the issue of national 

liberation. While it is the case that Lenin and the 

Bolshevik party often advocated for the right of 

nations to self-determination, up to and including 

the right to separate – this was not always 

automatic. And more to the point, it was only 

advocated by the Bolsheviks in order to strengthen 

the struggle for socialism against capitalist 
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Above: US military forces have admitted the use of white 

phosphorus munitions during their assaults on Mosul in 

Iraq and Raqqa in Syria. The picture shows what white 

phosphorus looks like when discharged. There have been 

no such photographs or other evidence to show that 

white phosphorus was used by the Indonesian military. 

The cause of justice for West Papua is not at all helped by 

false claims. West Papuan independence advocates need 

to avoid using fake reports from those who are on record 

as logging fake reports blaming the Syrian government, 

rather than the US military, for its use. While not excusing 

the actions of the Indonesian military (TNI), West Papuan 

independence advocates should admit that there is an 

armed wing of the independence movement which 

launches raids on the TNI. Image from 

www.geopolitics.co 
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imperialism. In the case of the nations within the 

Tsarist “prison-house of nations”, it was specifically 

put forward in order to gain working class support 

for the overthrow of capitalism and the 

establishment of a multi-national workers’ state. 

This later became a reality with the founding of the 

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) in 1922. 

However, this was only possible after the working-

class seizure of state power which was the 

spectacular success of the October Revolution of 

1917.  

In acknowledging the right of nations to self-

determination, it does not follow that Marxists will 

therefore automatically advocate the exercise of 

such a right. In addition, while Marxists do not of 

course insist that a national liberation movement 

must necessarily have international socialist 

politics driving it before offering support, the 

politics of the leadership of such a movement must 

be analysed and assessed. It therefore becomes 

not so much a case of whether or not to demand, 

and fight for, independence. It is much more a case 

of independence with which politics?  

More to the point, what is the political character of 

the leadership of the various groups pushing for 

independence for West Papua?  There is no doubt 

a historic injustice has been perpetrated against 

the people of West Papua, and thus a strong case 

could be put forward for independence. Yet if the 

current political leadership of such a movement is 

prepared to allow blatant false flags (such as the 

claim of being bombed with white phosphorus) in 

cahoots with Australian journalists with a track 

record of working directly for imperialism in 

perhaps the dirtiest war in history, such a 

leadership must at the very least be questioned. 

Imperialism itself repeatedly used blatant false 

flags – claims that the Syrian government used 

chemical weapons against civilians, without a shred 

of evidence, to prosecute a war which slaughtered 

at least 500 000 innocent people. Is the political 

leadership of the West Papuan independence 

movement at all concerned that its movement 

could be associated with such forces? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

United Nations – a double edged sword 

Taking the cause of West Papuan independence to 

the United Nations (UN), or appealing to it to 

intervene on behalf of West Papua, has some 

advantages, but many disadvantages. On the one 

hand, it may be possible to score moral victories, in 

terms of votes in the General Assembly in favour. 

For example, the UN General Assembly has voted 

for many years for the lifting of the economic 

blockade on Cuba. Repeatedly, the only countries 

to vote against usually include the US and Israel. 

These indicative votes in favour of a basic issue of 

justice of course cannot be enforced, but help to 

establish a certain political justification. On the 

other hand, the UN is a body which is controlled by 

the various imperialist powers, and led by the 

largest imperialist of all – the US. Therefore, 

appeals to the United Nations (UN) recognises the 

existing power structure and builds illusions in the 

very system which holds the world in its death grip. 

It doesn’t point a way forward to liberation from 

this system – in West Papua or elsewhere. 

The ULMWP is apparently campaigning throughout 

2019 for a UN vote on West Papua, and are asking 

Above: West Papuan supporters demonstrate outside the 

United Nations (UN) building in Geneva. Appealing to the 

UN to “save” West Papua may score some moral victories, 

but in the end appealing for recognition of West Papuan 

nationalism, on its own, means thereby recognising the 

nationalism of the large imperialist powers. Ultimately, 

working people across the Pacific and the world can only 

achieve freedom by breaking with global capitalism as 

represented by the UN. Image from www.radionz.co.nz 
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Australian to lobby the federal government to 

support it.74 This is the same UN which oversaw the 

discredited “Act of Free Choice” decades ago, and 

rubber stamped the Indonesian take-over of West 

Papua soon after.  Some also lobby to expand the 

International Parliamentarians for West Papua 

(IPWP), which includes current Labour Party leader 

Jeremy Corbyn.75 Ironically, closer to home, Jeremy 

Corbyn is on record as opposing independence for 

Scotland. But the supreme danger in terms of 

working people swinging behind such moves is that 

it reinforces the central myth of corporate class 

rule – that, despite everything, bodies such as the 

UN, the Australian and UK Parliaments are “our” 

politicians and “our” leaders. Little could be further 

from the truth. These bodies are marionettes 

whose strings are pulled by the real rulers of the 

world – the holders of finance and industrial 

capital, accumulated daily by the endless toil of 

working people throughout the globe. 

Neither can working people make apologetics for 

the Indonesian government or its military (TNI) 

with its role in West Papua. The only way to 

combat this politically though, is to reach out to 

Indonesian workers in West Papua and throughout 

Indonesia, in a struggle against capitalist rule in 

South West and South East Asia, and indeed 

throughout Australasia and the Pacific. This would 

impair the unhealthy dynamic of “Indonesia versus 

West Papua”, and also the even more unhealthy 

“Muslim versus Christian” by-product. Under this 

political context, the demand for West Papuan 

independence could be backed by working people 

in the region, and could spur on the much needed 

socialist revolutions in the imperialist centres. Key 

to this drive will be the formation of workers’ 

vanguard parties in West Papua, Indonesia, 

Australia and the Pacific. West Papua can only be 
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liberated by the actions of workers united across 

Australasia. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Below: A graphic posted on Twitter.com, likely from pro-

Indonesian nationalists. It attempts to refute what they 

regard as myths about West Papua. It claims that there is 

no genocide taking place, that West Papua is not a colony 

of Indonesia, and that West Papuans elect their own 

parliamentary representatives. Each of these are only 

partially true, but it highlights the difficulties of the 

current politics of the West Papuan independence 

movement. Would an independent West Papua include 

all Austronesian transmigrants, many of whom have been 

living in West Papua for several decades?  Would an 

independent West Papua take over all of the 

infrastructure which has been built by the Indonesian 

government, such as roads and Universities?  An 

independence movement which attempted to make links 

with Indonesian workers in a struggle against capitalism 

in Indonesia and the Asia-Pacific region would certainly 

be one which working people in Australia and 

internationally could come behind.  
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US FUELLING TERRRORISM 

IN CHINA 

New Eastern Outlook 

 

(We reprint below an article from the online journal 
the New Eastern Outlook. The Workers League is in 
general agreement. To view footnotes in the 
original, please visit: https://journal-
neo.org/2018/10/24/us-fueling-terrorism-in-
china/) 

By Tony Cartalucci 

The West’s human rights racket has once again 
mobilized – this time supposedly in support of 
China’s Uyghur minority centred primarily in the 
nation’s north-western region of Xinjiang, China. 

Headlines and reports have been published 
claiming that up to a million mostly Uyghurs have 
been detained in what the West is claiming are 
“internment camps.” As others have pointed out, it 
is impossible to independently verify these claims 
as no evidence is provided and organizations like 
Human Rights Watch, Amnesty International, and 
Uyghur-specific organizations like the World 
Uyghur Congress lack all credibility and have been 

repeatedly exposed leveraging rights advocacy to 
advance the agenda of Western special interests. 

Articles like the BBC’s, “China Uighurs: One million 
held in political camps, UN told,” claim (emphasis 
added): 

Human rights groups including Amnesty 
International and Human Rights Watch have 
submitted reports to the UN committee 
documenting claims of mass imprisonment, in 
camps where inmates are forced to swear loyalty 
to China’s President Xi Jinping.  

The World Uyghur Congress said in its report that 
detainees are held indefinitely without charge, and 
forced to shout Communist Party slogans. 

Nowhere in the BBC’s article is evidence presented 
to verify these claims. The BBC also fails to mention 
that groups like the World Uyghur Congress are 
funded by the US State Department via the 
National Endowment for Democracy (NED) and has 

https://journal-neo.org/2018/10/05/china-s-uyghur-problem-the-unmentioned-part/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-45147972
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-45147972
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an office in Washington D.C. The NED is a US front 
dedicated specifically to political meddling 
worldwide and has played a role in US-backed 
regime change everywhere from South America 
and Eastern Europe to Africa and all across Asia. 

What China Admits  

According to the South China Morning Post in an 
article titled, “China changes law to recognise ‘re-
education camps’ in Xinjiang,” China does indeed 
maintain educational and vocational training 
centres. The article claims: 

China’s far-western Xinjiang region has revised its 
legislation to allow local governments to “educate 
and transform” people influenced by extremism at 
“vocational training centres” – a term used by the 
government to describe a network of internment 
facilities known as “re-education camps”. 

The article also claims, echoing the BBC and other 

Western media fronts: 

The change to the law, which took effect on 
Tuesday, comes amid an international outcry about 
the secretive camps in the Xinjiang Uygur 
autonomous region. 
 
But observers said writing the facilities into law did 
not address global criticism of China’s systematic 
detention and enforced political education of up to 
1 million ethnic Uyghurs and other Muslims in the 
area. 

Again, the “1 million” number is never verified with 
evidence, nor does the article, or others like it 
spreading across the Western media address the 
fact that China’s Uyghur population is a target of 
foreign efforts to radicalize and recruit militants to 
fight proxy wars both across the globe, and within 
China itself. 

Also omitted is any mention of systematic 
terrorism both inside China and abroad carried out 
by radicalized Uyghur militants. With this 
information intentionally and repeatedly omitted, 
Chinese efforts to confront and contain rampant 
extremism are easily depicted as “repressive.” 

Uyghur Terrorism is Real, So Says the Western 
Media Itself   

Within China, Uyghur militants have carried out 
serial terrorist attacks. This includes a wave of 
attacks in 2014 which left nearly 100 dead and 
hundreds more injured. The Guardian in a 2014 
article titled, “Xinjiang attack leaves at least 15 
dead,” would admit: 

An attack in China’s western region of Xinjiang left 
15 people dead and 14 injured.  
 
The official Xinhua news agency said the attack 
took place on Friday on a “food street” in Shache 
county, where state media said a series of attacks 
in July left 96 people dead, including 59 assailants. 

 

 

 

Abroad, Uyghur-linked terrorists are believed to be 
responsible for the 2015 Bangkok bombing which 
targeted mainly Chinese tourists and left 20 dead. 
The bombing followed Bangkok’s decision to send 
Uyghur terror suspects back to China to face justice 
– defying US demands that the suspects be allowed 
to travel onward to Turkey. 

In Turkey, they were to cross the border into Syria 
where they would train, be armed, and join 
terrorists including Al Qaeda and the so-called 
Islamic State (ISIS) in the West’s proxy war against 
Damascus and its allies. 

AP in its article, “AP Exclusive: Uighurs fighting in 
Syria take aim at China,” would admit: 

Above: Map highlighting the vast Xinjiang province in 

the West of mainland China. Image from Wikipedia. 

https://www.scmp.com/news/china/politics/article/2167893/china-legalises-use-re-education-camps-religious-extremists
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https://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/nov/29/xinjiang-attack-15-dead
https://www.apnews.com/79d6a427b26f4eeab226571956dd256e
https://www.apnews.com/79d6a427b26f4eeab226571956dd256e


RED FIRE                                          JANUARY 2019 Page 38 
 

Since 2013, thousands of Uighurs, a Turkic-
speaking Muslim minority from western China, 
have travelled to Syria to train with the Uighur 
militant group Turkistan Islamic Party and fight 
alongside al-Qaida, playing key roles in several 
battles. Syrian President Bashar Assad’s troops are 
now clashing with Uighur fighters as the six-year 
conflict nears its endgame.  
 
But the end of Syria’s war may be the beginning of 
China’s worst fears. 

The article implicates the Turkish government’s 
involvement in facilitating the movement of 
Uyghurs through its territory and into 
Syria. Another AP article claims that up to 5,000 
Uyghur terrorists are currently in Syria, mainly in 
the north near the Turkish border. 

The Western media – not Beijing – admits that 
China’s Xinjiang province has a problem with 
extremism and terrorism. The Western media – not 
Beijing – admits that Uyghur militants are being 
recruited, moved into Syria, funded, and armed to 
fight the West’s proxy war in Syria. And the 
Western media – not Beijing – admits that battle-
hardened Uyghur terrorists seek to return to China 
to carry out violence there. 

Thus it is clear that Beijing – as a matter of national 
security – must confront extremism in Xinjiang. It is 
undeniable that extremism is taking root there, 
and it is undeniable that China has both the right 
and a duty to confront, contain, and overcome it. It 
is also clear that the West and its allies have played 
a central role in creating Uyghur militancy – and 
through feigned human rights concerns – is 
attempting to undermine Beijing’s efforts to 
confront that militancy. 

US Supports Uyghur Separatism, Militancy   

The US National Endowment for Democracy’s own 
website admits to meddling all across China and 
does so so extensively that it felt the necessity to 
break down its targeting of China into several 
regions including mainland, Hong Kong, Tibet, 
and Xinjiang/East Turkistan. 

It is important to understand that “East Turkistan” 
is what Uyghur militants and separatists refer to 
Xinjiang as. Beijing does not recognize this name. 

NED – by recognizing the term “East Turkistan” – is 
implicitly admitting that it supports separatism in 
western China, even as the US decries separatists 
and alleged annexations in places like Donbass, 
Ukraine and Russian Crimea. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And more than just implicitly admitting so, US NED 
money is admittedly provided to the World Uyghur 
Congress (WUC) which exclusively refers to China’s 
Xinjiang province as “East Turkistan” and refers to 
China’s administration of Xinjiang as the “Chinese 
occupation of East Turkistan.” On WUC’s website, 
articles like, “Op-ed: A Profile of Rebiya Kadeer, 
Fearless Uyghur Independence Activist,” admits 
that WUC leader Rebiya Kadeer seeks “Uyghur 
independence” from China. 

It is the WUC and other Washington-based Uyghur 
fronts who are repeatedly cited by the Western 
media and faux human rights advocacy groups like 
Human Rights Watch and Amnesty International 
regarding allegations of “1 million” Uyghurs being 
placed into “internment camps,” as illustrated in 
the above mentioned BBC article. 

Above: A demonstration by supporters of “East Turkistan” 

(Xinjiang) in Washington DC. Note the US flags being 

waved prominently alongside the flag of “East Turkistan” 

– a name not recognised by Beijing. Such groups do not 

hide the fact that they receive financial and political 

support from the notorious National Endowment for 

Democracy (NED). Imagine if the Chinese government 

funded separatist groups operating on the US mainland? 

Image from www.erainstitute.org 
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By omitting the very real terrorist problem facing 
China in Xinjiang as well as elsewhere around the 
world where state-sponsored Uyghur terrorists are 
deployed and fighting, and by depicting China’s 
campaign to confront extremism as “repression,” 
the West aims at further inflaming violent conflict 
in Xinjiang and jeopardizing human life – not 
protecting it. 

Where Uyghur terrorists are being trafficked 
through on their way to foreign battlefields, 
Beijing-friendly governments like Bangkok are 
sending suspects back to face justice in China. In 
nations like Malaysia where US-backed opposition 
has recently come to power, Uyghur terror 
suspects are being allowed to proceed onward to 
Turkey. 

Al Jazeera’s recent article, “Malaysia ignores 
China’s request; frees 11 ethnic Uighurs,” would 
report: 

Malaysia has freed 11 ethnic Uighurs detained last 
year after they broke out of prison in Thailand and 
crossed the border, despite a request from Beijing 
for the men to be returned to China.  
 
Prosecutors dropped immigration charges against 
the group on humanitarian grounds and they flew 
out of Kuala Lumpur to Turkey on Tuesday, 
according to their lawyer Fahmi Moin. 

Al Jazeera would also make sure to mention: 

The decision may further strain ties with China, 
which has been accused of cracking down on the 
minority Uighurs in the western region of Xinjiang. 
Since returning as prime minister following a 
stunning election victory in May, Mahathir 
Mohamad has already cancelled projects worth 
more than US$20bn that had been awarded to 
Chinese companies. 

This point makes it abundantly clear that Uyghur 
extremism has become a central component in 
Washington’s struggle with Beijing over influence 
in Asia and in a much wider sense, globally. 
Geopolitical expert F. William Engdahl in his recent 
article, “China’s Uyghur Problem – The 
Unmentioned Part” concluded that: 

The escalating trade war against China, threats of 
sanctions over allegations of Uyghur detention 
camps in Xinjiang, threats of sanctions if China buys 
Russian defence equipment, all is aimed at 
disruption of the sole emerging threat to a 
Washington global order, one that is not based on 
freedom or justice but rather on fear and tyranny. 
How China’s authorities are trying to deal with this 
full assault is another issue. The context of events 
in Xinjiang however needs to be made clear. The 
West and especially Washington is engaged in full-
scale irregular war against the stability of China.  

It is difficult to argue with this conclusion – as the 
US has already openly wielded terrorism as a 
geopolitical tool everywhere from Libya where the 
nation was divided and destroyed by NATO-led 
military operations in the air and terrorist-led 
troops on the ground, to Syria where the US is all 
but openly aiding and abetting Al Qaeda and its 
affiliates cornered in the northern governorate of 
Idlib, and even in Yemen where another AP 
investigation revealed the US and its allies were 
cutting deals with Al Qaeda militants to augment 
Western and Persian Gulf ground-fighting capacity. 

It is important to understand the full context of the 
West’s accusations against China and to note the 
media and supposed nongovernmental 
organizations (NGOs) like Human Rights Watch, 
Amnesty International, and others involved in 
propaganda aimed at protecting terrorists and 
promoting militancy inside of China. 

These same media groups and faux-NGOs will turn 
up elsewhere along not only China’s peripheries 
across Southeast, South, and Central Asia, but also 
within and along the borders of nations like Russia 
and Iran. 

Exposing and confronting these appendages of 
Western geopolitics, and the Western corporate-
financier interests themselves directing their 
collective agenda is key to diminishing the 
dangerous influence they have and all the violence, 
conflict, division, and destruction they seek to 
employ as they have already done in places like 
Iraq, Afghanistan, Yemen, Libya, and Syria. 
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