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Flag of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR) 

HONG KONG: TOWARDS CAPITALISM 

OR SOCIALISM? 
(Article sourced from www.redfireonline.com) 

25-08-2019 – As the staged provocations in Hong 

Kong enter their 12th week, it is becoming more 

obvious that the Blackshirt separatists have the 

(unofficial) backing of the US state department. It is 

likely that the violent pro-capitalist demonstrators 

have been given an assurance that they will 

continue to receive covert support if they do not 

let up with their efforts to destabilise Hong Kong. 

The aim appears to be to provoke a military 

response from Beijing, which, if it occurred, would 

again give the Western world the chance to 

manufacture another 1989 Tiananmen Square type 

propaganda coup.1 One of the reasons that Julian 

                                                           
1
 

https://chinarising.puntopress.com/2019/07/24/tiananmen-

ISSUE #17         $2                                         WORKERS OF THE WORLD UNITE!  

    

https://chinarising.puntopress.com/2019/07/24/tiananmen-redux-west-pushing-baba-beijing-to-send-pla-into-hong-kong-china-rising-radio-sinoland-190724/


RED FIRE                 OCTOBER 2019 Page 2 
 

Assange is now in prison facing possible extradition 

to the US is the fact that Wikileaks revealed that in 

1989 in Beijing, there was no “massacre” in 

Tiananmen Square – it was manufactured by the 

West’s corporate media.2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This has not prevented Washington convincing 

almost half of humanity – or at least those who 

reside in the first world – that moves for 

“democracy” in China will be crushed by a 

“totalitarian communist government”. But as the 

People’s Republic of China moves to surpass the 

West economically, scientifically and 

technologically, more and more people are 

beginning to welcome the rise of the world’s 

largest socialist state. This is alarming for 

Washington, London, Canberra and other acolytes, 

as they need “their own” people in a state of fear 

and loathing of China, in order to shoehorn them 

back behind their capitalism – despite the fact that 

it is driving masses of working people further into 

poverty. Hence, the orchestrated attempted colour 

revolution in Hong Kong today, using black shirted 

pro-US separatists and/or revanchist pro-UK 

colonial footmen – and women. 

Democracy?  
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The Western corporate media endlessly drone that 

“pro-democracy” protests are occurring weekly in 

Hong Kong. Hardly. Democracy in the abstract is a 

totally meaningless concept, unless it is connected 

with the political aims of a particular class. The 

politics and the class character of all movements 

must be analysed carefully – but the West’s paid 

scribes have no interest in doing so. This is because 

the class character of the separatist rioters in Hong 

Kong is clearly pro-capitalist and anti-socialist. The 

separatists sometimes claim left cover even while 

agitating for capitalism. For example, the 

separatists claim that Hong Trade Unions are 

supporting their movement. But there are two 

Trade Union bodies in Hong Kong. One is the Hong 

Kong Federation of Trade Unions (HKFTU) – which 

has strongly opposed the often violent protests. It 

is the largest body of Unions, and 251 of its 

affiliated Unions have campaigned against the 

separatists’ call for a general strike.3 On the other 

hand, the Hong Kong Confederation of Trade 

Unions (HKCTU) has backed the anti-China 

protests, but they represent a much smaller body 

of workers, and only have 61 affiliated Unions.4 

They have joined with the bogus “Civil Human 

Rights Front” which co-ordinates the anti-Beijing 

demonstrations. However, it is no exaggeration to 

describe the HKCTU as “CIA Unions”, for there is 

evidence that they receive funding from the 

notorious National Endowment for Democracy 

(NED),5 the public relations arm of the CIA. 

 

NED funding of “democracy activists” gives the 

game away wholesale. The US imperialist state is 

never interested in “democracy” or “human 

rights”, even in the most nebulous sense. They are 

about protecting and maintaining the interests of 

US based capital, regardless of the human cost 

anywhere on the planet. Aside from yellow 
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Red fire  is the publication of the Workers League. 

The Workers League is an organisation which seeks to 

build a vanguard party for working people, which can 

lead the struggle for socialism and a world without war. 

 

We welcome all enquires and feedback, as well as 

applications to join. Contact us by: 

 

Mail: PO Box 66  NUNDAH QLD  4012 

Email: workersleague@redfireonline.com 

Phone: 0421 408 692 

www.redfireonline.com 
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“Unions”, the NED admits to spending $400 000 in 

funding for “democracy” advocates just in the year 

2018.6 There is little doubt that this has ended up 

in the hands of the right-wing “Civil Human Rights 

Front” directing the ugly and often violent anti-

China demonstrations. What’s more, the 

dangerous targeting of those suspected of backing 

the Hong Kong police or China, even the elderly, is 

a sure sign that the separatists’ aims are not pure.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Central leaders of the separatists have been caught 

openly colluding with the US state department, 

who are essentially their benefactors. Joshua Wong 

and Nathan Law were photographed literally 

meeting with US embassy staff at the height of the 

protests.7 Soon after, Nathan Law revealed that he 

was leaving Hong Kong, to study at the prestigious 

Yale University in the US.8 Joshua Wong was the 

noted head of the “Demosisto” party which 

launched in 2016 in Hong Kong, when Mr Wong 

was then 19 years of age, and with little or no 

political experience. Given that Mr Wong was at 
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that time too young to run for office in Hong Kong, 

it is apparent that the Western corporate media 

did not wish to admit that the Demosisto “party” 

was patently another front funded by the NED.9  

“Independence” - code for capitalism 

 

The other fraudulent claim about the separatist 

protests is that they are a legitimate move for 

independence. As in so many other 

“independence” claims – such as the one in Tibet – 

in reality the call for independence is a rallying cry 

for counter-revolution. In other words, those in 

favour of “independence” in Tibet or Hong Kong 

are in fact protagonists for capitalism, who aim to 

break away from the socialism the People’s 

Republic of China (PRC) has created. In Hong Kong, 

this is masked by the yet more fraudulent call for 

“universal suffrage”. Here the call is for separate 

electoral and political laws to mainland China – to 

which Hong Kong is in the process of being 

integrated. Hong Kong certainly did have separate 

political reality to mainland China when operated 

by British imperialism until the handover in 1997. 

During this time, there were no elections, no 

elected government, no right to a minimum wage, 

no right to decent housing or healthcare and 

definitively no freedom of the press or freedom of 

speech.10 This was capitalism, British imperial style. 

And yet some of the separatists today wave the 

Union Jack! 

If it ever were to occur, an “independent” Hong 

Kong would be entirely dependent on the US and 

the UK – precisely what the right wing separatists 

desire. But it is a pipe dream that the PRC will give 

up on Hong Kong, especially after the completion 

of the high-speed rail link from West Kowloon to 

Shenzhen and Guangzhou, which opened on 

September 23, 2018. It links Hong Kong with 44 

mainland China rail stations, and is part of the 
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The publication of red fire involves considerable 

expense, but it is a task which is willingly undertaken to 

advance the struggle for socialism. 

The Workers League welcomes any donations that all 

supporters of the workers’ cause are able to contribute. 

Any donation, no matter how small, is greatly 

appreciated.  
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largest high speed rail link in the world.11 For a 

road link, try the Hong Kong-Macau-Zhuhai Bridge, 

the longest sea-spanning bridge in the world, built 

at a cost of 20 billion dollars.12 Together, the high 

speed rail link and the mega-bridge will 

permanently connect Hong Kong to mainland 

China, irrespective of the reactionary desires of 

Hong Kong separatists and their imperial backers. 

The deep state operatives of the US and the UK 

know this, which is why they pin their hopes on 

triggering anti-socialist political unrest, which they 

hope will politically destabilise Hong Kong, and 

then spread into mainland China. 

Who holds power in the PRC? 

In referring to the PRC’s socialism, we do not infer 

that there are no concerns or political problems for 

Chinese workers. The PRC is socialist to the extent 

that there is a predominantly nationalised and 

planned economy, which is underpinned by a 

workers state which was the vital gain of the 1949 

socialist revolution. The PRC is socialist insofar as 

the key state apparatus – the police, the courts, 

the civil service, the armed forces – uphold and 

defend the working class rule which emerged out 

of the victorious revolution led by the Communist 

Party of China (CPC). Workers in China hold state 

power and economic power – yet political power 

remains elusive. For now, political power is 

exercised by a conservative and nationalist caste, 

inside and outside the CPC. This caste blocks 

workers from exerting political decision making 

power, in relation to domestic and international 

matters.  

At the same time, Chinese workers benefit from 

the gains of socialism in China, and not only 

economically. Additionally, workers internationally 

benefit from the gargantuan economic power of 

the PRC, which even props up and drives economic 

growth in its trading partners – including Australia. 
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Without trade from China, Australia’s capitalist 

recession would be much worse than it is now. 

Workers in South East Asia also benefit from the 

planned extension of further trade and integration 

with the PRC – which results in the US state 

department frantically attempting to fund 

“opposition” parties in Cambodia, Thailand, 

Malaysia and Myanmar, amongst others. What 

drives the huge economic growth in China – which 

has averaged 9% per year, every year, for 30 years 

– is the fact that the major means of production in 

China are state owned or majority state owned. 

They do not have to run at a profit. The PRC 

government can use them to build the economy by 

providing employment for workers – something for 

which no capitalist enterprise could ever exist.  

The CPC is politically based on distortions of 

“Marxism-Leninism”, the twin pillars of which are 

the mistaken theories of “socialism in one country” 

and “peaceful coexistence”. Yet the very 

disturbances we see in Hong Kong over the last 

three months are another reminder of the falsity of 

these theories, which have little in common with 

Marxism or Leninism. Under the theory of 

“socialism in one country”, it is posited that a 

workers state can arrive at an agreement with 

imperialism that they should be left alone, to build 

“their own” socialism, while the imperialists 

continue building capitalism in their country.  

Marx and Lenin, had they lived, would have scoffed 

at the very suggestion that imperialism could be 

trusted at any time, let alone be trusted to leave 

you alone for years or decades. Capitalism must 

expand or die, and it cannot expand sufficiently 

within the borders of “their own” countries. 

Capitalism cannot expand within its own borders, 

mainly because it cannot raise the standard of 

living of “its own” workers beyond a certain level. 

Competition for an adequate rate of profit means 

they must drive down wages, not raise them. 

Hence they constantly seek new fields of capital 

plunder overseas. If any government resists, they 

must be subverted, undermined or overthrown – 

via imperialism. 
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Defend the PRC  

 

The imperialists know that they cannot overthrow 

the PRC directly, due to its huge population, and 

also because the PRC retains a necessary nuclear 

defence. As remote as the possibility seems, 

imperialism must try regardless. Funding and 

backing pro-capitalist dissidents in Hong Kong is 

just one strategy they employ – making a mockery 

of the theory of “peaceful coexistence”. The 

imperialists will not, and cannot, think of 

peacefully existing with a socialist state. In fact, as 

we know, ANY state – not just a workers state, 

which does not sufficiently bow to the will of 

Washington, can expect to be targeted for regime 

change sooner or later. The vast and relentless 

funding of “democracy” activists in Hong Kong by 

the governments of the US and the UK will not stop 

until real workers power is extended from the 

mainland. Standing in the way of this, however, is 

the distorted “Marxism-Leninism” of the CPC. 

 

 

 

 

Despite this, workers in China and Hong Kong and 

internationally, have a vital stake in defending the 

PRC against the reactionary intrigues of Western 

imperialism. The Western media is currently in a 

frenzy, whipping up anti-China hysteria to an 

extremely dangerous level. It is becoming clear 

that Washington, London and Canberra are 

preparing us for a catastrophic war with Red China. 

The only disagreement amongst the capitalist 

ruling classes is when to begin. To do this though, 

they need to saturate the working class with any 

and all anti-socialist propaganda they can muster. 

If this is carried on at fever pitch for a number of 

years, there may be little working class resistance 

to the launch of what could be “mutually assured 

destruction”.  

Workers in Australia and internationally need to 

insure that imperialist propaganda, and their 

preparations for war, fall flat. This should be done 

by exposing the hypocrisy of the US flag waving 

separatists in Hong Kong, defending the PRC 

against “our own” ruling class, and by striving to 

forge working class parties based on genuine 

Leninism – true internationalism. The defence of 

the PRC workers state must be linked to our 

struggles for our own workers state, as the first 

step towards a classless socialist society.  

Below: Blackshirt rioters in Hong Kong, preparing more 

violence in support of reactionary political ends. It is 

strongly suspected that the gas masks and helmets the 

Blackshirts wear are supplied by one of the thousands of 

US government funded NGOs operating in Hong Kong. 

The rioters also physically beat up supporters of the 

government or of mainland China. Bystanders who do not 

agree with them can be subject to a physical beating by a 

violent mob. Incredibly, some on the left refer to this 

behaviour as “pro-democracy”. www.chinadaily.com.cn 
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Above: A rally in Sydney organised by Trotskyist Platform, calling for the release of Chan Han Choi. 

 

 

 

Re: Open Letter to Prime Minister Scott Morrison Regarding the Imprisonment of Chan Han Choi 

The Hon Scott Morrison MP 

Prime Minister 

Parliament House 

CANBERRA  ACT 2600 

 

(We reprint below an Open Letter calling for the 

release of pro-DPRK (Democratic People’s Republic 

of Korea) political prisoner Chan Han Choi. The 

Workers League takes part in the Australia-DPRK 

Friendship and Cultural Society as part of our 

efforts to defend the DPRK workers’ state.) 

 

Dear Prime Minister Scott Morrison, 

 Late last month you pledged to “stand up” 

for an Australian citizen, Yang Hengjun who has 

been detained in China on suspicion of espionage. 

Moreover you strongly implied that Yang Hengjun’s 

human rights were being violated in China saying 

that: “I am concerned [about his treatment], and 

those concerns have been raised directly by the 

Foreign Minister on several occasions now.” You 

also said to China that, “we do expect Australia, 

and indeed all citizens, to have their human rights 

appropriately looked after.” Meanwhile, your 

minister for foreign affairs, Marise Payne has said 

that she is "very concerned" about Yang, claiming 

that: “"Dr Yang has been held in Beijing in harsh 

conditions without charge for more than seven 

months. Since that time, China has not explained 
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the reasons for Dr Yang's detention, nor has it 

allowed him access to his lawyers or family visits."   

We do not here wish to comment on the case of 

Yang Hengjun, especially since the evidence in the 

case and the specific charges that he faces are not 

yet available and are to be released at a future 

date. However, we must point out that while you 

and your foreign minister have been quick to 

attack China over the detention of Yang Hengjun, 

right here in Australia, an Australian citizen and 

political prisoner Chan Han Choi has been 

imprisoned in far harsher conditions than Yang 

Hengjun. Chan Han Choi is a humanitarian who 

Australian authorities have imprisoned for his 

sympathy for - and efforts to aid the people of - the 

Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK).  

 

 

 

 

In contrast to Yang Hengjun who has been held by 

China’s authorities for the last 7 or so months, 

Chan Han Choi, who has yet to be convicted of any 

offense, has been imprisoned for the last 21 

months – three times as long as Yang Hengjun has. 

We note too that while Yang Hengjun spent the 

first six months that he was held in the 

comparatively comfortable conditions of house 

arrest (he was only moved to a detention facility in 

mid July), Choi has spent the entire 21 months 

imprisoned in harsh conditions in various Sydney 

jails.  

Choi has up to this time been denied bail even 

though his trial is not scheduled to take place until 

next year. We note the unfairness of him being 

held in detention since Choi has no criminal record 

and his not accused of any sort of crime against a 

victim; therefore he is no threat to the community 

if released. He is not accused of killing anyone, 

assaulting anyone, sexually assaulting anyone, 

stealing from anyone or otherwise defrauding 

anyone. He is also not alleged to have committed 

espionage unlike the accusations against Yang 

Hengjun. All he is accused of doing is trying to 

arrange alleged trade deals between entities in the 

DPRK and entities in third countries, which 

allegedly had they been actually carried out would 

have violated economic sanctions on the DPRK.   

Chan Han Choi is not accused of any crimes against 

a victim but has not been granted bail. Why this 

discrepancy? This can be answered by referring to 

the 9 July 2018, Statement of Facts on Choi’s case, 

produced by the Australian Federal Police (AFP) 

where they claim, in relation to the matter of bail, 

that “as an economic agent of the DPRK [we note 

here that the word “agent” is used to make 

someone who is really just a trade representative 

sound sinister and covert], the AFP believes the 

Accused has no loyalty to Australia or his life here 

and will flee the jurisdiction if given the 

opportunity.” This is blatant political discrimination 

and amounts to saying that an Australian citizen 

who works or volunteers as a trade representative 

for the DPRK should be held in greater suspicion 

and have less rights (in this case in relation to bail) 

than an Australian citizen employed in other work, 

including one who works or volunteers as a trade 

representative of another country. This argument 

of the AFP, which forms a core part of what has 

been used to keep Choi in custody prior to his trial, 

amounts to saying that all people are not equal 

before the law and the rights afforded to them 

depend on their political sympathies. 

Above: Chan Han Choi being led in hand-cuffs by 

Australian Federal Police. Mr Choi has not harmed any 

person, and yet is subjected to inhumane treatment. 

Image from www.thenewdaily.com.au 
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Now your foreign minister, Marise Payne has 

accused China’s authorities of restricting Yang 

Hengjun’s access to lawyers and family. However 

the restrictions that have been placed on access to 

Australian citizen detained in Australia, Chan Han 

Choi have been far harsher. Yang Hengjun has at 

least been allowed regular visits by Australian 

embassy officials and his court appointed lawyer. 

However, Chan Han Choi, following an initial visit 

from a lawyer soon after his arrest, underwent an 

approximately 50 day period when he was 

prevented from having visits from anyone at all – 

whether they be lawyers, family or friends. 

Following this period, his wife was finally able to 

visit. Yet she and his son have been subjected to 

such intimidating pressure by Australian authorities 

that she has been afraid to visit again. Meanwhile, 

friends and supporters trying to visit Choi have 

been subjected to not only a time-consuming and 

restrictive application and vetting process by NSW 

prison authorities but what seems very likely to be 

deliberate deception; all of which is aimed at 

blocking visits to Choi. Three friends of Choi who 

applied to visit him in early March 2018 (and who 

had each of their applications checked and proofs 

of identity approved by a Corrective Services NSW 

employee), were told on at least two occasions 

that their applications were being processed when 

one of their number inquired with the appropriate 

Corrective Services NSW entity about the status of 

their applications. However, when one of the 

applicants again inquired some seven weeks after 

the applications, they were told that there was no 

record whatsoever in the system that any 

application was made by any of them! After the 

applicants then produced copies of their original 

applications, their applications were still stalled. 

They were finally only informed that their 

applications had been successful some four and a 

half to five months after their initial applications 

(one of the three was sent by post a letter 

confirming that his own application was successful 

some three weeks prior to this but a copy of the 

letter later sent by E-mail showed that it had been 

sent – deliberately? - to the wrong address!). As a 

result, even though Choi, unlike Yang Hengjun, is 

imprisoned in the country of his own citizenship 

and residence, he went through a five month 

period during the autumn and winter of 2018, 

where he was not able to have any visits from 

family and friends. 

Meanwhile, Australian authorities have totally 

barred Chan Han Choi’s only child, his adult son, 

from being able to visit his father in jail. This 

despite no charges having been laid against Choi’s 

son. Moreover, AFP/ASIO had Choi’s son sacked 

from a senior, skilled professional role at a reputed 

IT infrastructure company. The AFP told him that 

he would not be able to work in a professional role 

again. This is the classic guilt by association/family-

ties rationale used by despotic regimes.  

In order to break the spirit of political prisoner 

Chan Han Choi, NSW authorities have banned Choi 

(who speaks some English but is not fluent in it) 

from speaking in Korean with his wife, who does 

not speak English, in telephone calls. Previously 

prison officials would simply cut the phone call if 

either of them spoke in Korean. Then on 22 

February of this year, prison intelligence officials 

threatened Choi that if he or anyone else he spoke 

with used Korean on the phone he would be sent 

to Goulburn Supermax (super maximum security) 

prison. As a result Choi has not spoken to his wife 

even by telephone for the last seven months. 

The efforts of Australian authorities to isolate 

political prisoner Chan Han Choi continue to this 

day. After a brief period allowing him to call his 

friends, authorities have since late last year barred 

him from making any phone calls to his friends. 

Since then, the only person that he is able to 

telephone is his wife but since they are not able to 

speak in Korean this “right” is effectively useless. 

Perhaps, most concerning is the way that 

Australian authorities have restricted Choi’s access 

to his lawyers. Soon after coming into the matter, 

his current lawyers were able to visit him in 

September 2018. However, since then, and at the 

time of writing this letter, the authorities have 
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repeatedly blocked or delayed visits from his 

lawyers saying that they – and/or the Korean-

English interpreters essential for Choi to be able to 

understand complex legal concepts – first need 

security clearance. As a result, since that initial visit 

to Choi, Choi’s lawyers have only been able to visit 

him twice in the last year and only one of those 

occasions was with an interpreter! The last time 

that Choi’s lawyers were able to visit him was more 

than five months ago. Meanwhile since late 2018, 

prison authorities have totally blocked Choi from 

calling his own lawyers. 

 

 

 

By contrast, when Choi was “represented” by a 

government-appointed lawyer in the autumn and 

winter of 2018, that lawyer had unrestricted 

visiting rights and was able to visit Choi some 15 to 

20 times in that period. This lawyer sought to push 

Choi into pleading “Guilty” and engaged in 

negotiations with the prosecution to this end 

behind Choi’s back. Moreover, against Choi’s 

wishes, he refused to allow Choi to be part of 

Audio-Visual links to the court room during court 

mentions of Choi’s case. As a result, Choi could not 

directly follow proceedings related to his own 

matter and moreover his face and voice was 

hidden from the media and public. It seems that 

this government appointed lawyer was happy to 

help authorities dehumanize this political prisoner 

– a 60 year-old working class man who is 

immensely proud of his son, who worked as a 

hospital cleaner at the time of his arrest, had 

previously trained and worked as an engineer and 

is cultured and cosmopolitan in his outlook, loving 

Western classical music and Japanese food. 

After Choi, through his supporters, was finally able 

to select his own lawyers, these current lawyers 

were at first granted visiting rights and Choi was at 

first able to telephone them. Yet soon after, when 

it became clear that these lawyers were really 

going to represent him and not necessarily push 

him into a “Guilty” plea, the Australian authorities 

changed their stance. They began blocking visits 

from these lawyers and their interpreters and cut 

off Choi’s right to contact them by phone. 

Despite all these violations of Chan Han Choi’s 

most basic rights as a defendant and prisoner he 

has defiantly pleaded Not Guilty to all the charges 

that he faces. Meanwhile, support for this political 

prisoner both within Australia and internationally is 

growing. The reason that such support is 

mushrooming is that many people realise that even 

if the charges against Choi turn out to be true, he is 

not in the slightest a criminal from the standpoint 

of the interests of the overwhelming majority of 

people in Australia and the world. For these UN 

sanctions on the DPRK that he is accused of 

violating are profoundly unfair and have caused 

enormous suffering to her people. They restrict the 

imports of many vital goods including medical 

drugs, fuel and machinery. Meanwhile, by cutting 

off almost all of the DPRK’s exports, they greatly 

impede her people’s ability to have the hard 

currency needed to buy food and medicine. Even 

the UN’s own agency, UNICEF, estimated that 

similar sanctions imposed on Iraq, during their first 

eight years of implementation from 1990 onwards, 

caused such an increase in infant and child deaths 

that it led to the deaths of 500,000 Iraqi children 

under the age of five. Only a small class of powerful 

people with vested interests in the destruction of  

countries like the DPRK would have their interests 

harmed by a person attempting to aid the DPRK in 

violation of these murderously, cruel sanctions. 

Above: Socialist political prisoner Chan Han Choi. Image 

from www.youtube.com 
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Realising that support for Chan Han Choi is 

growing, Australia’s authorities are going to great 

lengths to silence this political prisoner. Earlier this 

year, a journalist from a well-known international 

newspaper was prevented from having visiting 

rights to Choi. Meanwhile seven months ago, 

Corrective Services NSW intelligence officials 

threatened to send Choi to Goulburn Supermax 

prison should he speak to the media. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While you have been quick to as good as declare 

Yang Hengjun innocent of the crime that China’s 

authorities suspect him of prior to actually seeing 

the evidence in the case, your predecessor 

Malcolm Turnbull as good as declared Chan Han 

Choi guilty in high-profile public statements related 

to his arrest in the hours after that arrest took 

place. Turnbull said, “I want to congratulate the 

Australian Federal Police for their investigative 

work and this is a very, very important arrest” and 

that, “It is important for people to know, if they are 

assisting or thinking of assisting the North Korean 

regime in sanctions busting, the AFP will find you.” 

In basically pronouncing Choi guilty, Turnbull then 

went on to hype up the seriousness of the case by 

outrageously claiming that, “these are very serious 

matters. North Korea is a dangerous, reckless 

criminal regime threatening the peace of the 

region” and that “It supports itself by breaching UN 

sanctions.” That the highest political officer of this 

country has made such prejudicial statements 

about Choi and his alleged “crime” ensures that 

there can be no jury who could fairly adjudicate on 

his case when Choi faces his trial before a jury. 

When one adds the blatant prejudice that 

Australian and NSW authorities have shown Choi in 

denying him bail, blocking access to his lawyers, 

restricting communication with his family, 

obstructing visits from his friends, isolating him 

from the media etc, it is obvious that there is no 

way that political prisoner Chan Han Choi could 

have a fair trial. 

We demand that the persecution of political 

prisoner Chan Han Choi cease immediately, that he 

be freed immediately from custody and that all 

charges against him be dropped.  

 

Sincerely, 

Neil Fitzgerald 

President 

Raymond Ferguson, 

National Secretary 

Australia-DPRK Friendship and Cultural Society 

www.australia-dprk.org 

info@australia-dprk.org 

Above: Agricultural production in the DPRK. The DPRK has 

limited arable land, due to largely mountainous terrain 

covering the northern half of the Korean peninsula. Due 

to extremely cold temperatures during long winters, the 

soil is often frozen for six months of the year. This means 

that there is limited time to grow, cultivate and harvest 

crops for consumption for the entire year.  

Due to  mountainous terrain making less land usuable, 

the DPRK makes use of every available square inch of land 

which may be suitable for the growing and cultivation of 

grains and vegetables. 

 The extensive sanctions on the DPRK make it extremely 

difficult for the DPRK to be self-sufficient, but they 

manage it somehow. Workers internationally need to 

work towards the lifting of all sanctions applied to the 

DPRK, including those applied by the Australian 

government. Image from www.truthout.org 

http://www.australia-dprk.org/
mailto:info@australia-dprk.org
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WHAT’S WRONG WITH 

EXTINCTION REBELLION? 

Rebellion.earth 

(Article sourced from www.redfireonline.com) 

04-08-2019 – Extinction Rebellion (XR) formed as 

an organisation in late 2018, and has since 

expanded into some 400 chapters around the 

globe. In April, XR burst onto the scene by 

blockading parts of London, with some participants 

in costumes, and topped off by a pink yacht.13 

Calling for urgent action to address the increasingly 

dire climate warnings, XR has drawn in many who 

are rightly fed up with the blatant inaction of 

politicians, and are willing to take action which 

disrupts “business as usual”. XR is correct about 

one thing: if immediate and drastic steps are not 

taken to eliminate carbon emissions and withdraw 

carbon already in the atmosphere within the next 

ten years, humanity itself will die a horrible death. 

However, XR display the wrong tactics, with the 

                                                           
13

 https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2019/04/16/eco-
protesters-armed-pots-pink-yacht-blockade-capital/ (29-07-
2019) 

wrong strategy, which flows from wrong politics. 

So wayward is XR (the organisation – as distinct 

from XR members and supporters), we urge 

workers to stand clear and seek better methods of 

struggle, despite the critical importance of 

politically inspired climate action.  

Anti-socialist action 

Although one of XR’s slogans is “beyond politics”, 

they are very political – but not in a good way as 

far as working people are concerned. One of the 

core positions of XR is being against socialism – or 

at least their misunderstanding of it. Some XR 

organising sessions have warned participants 

against carrying placards saying “Down with 

Capitalism”, lest the action be interpreted as being 

organised by socialists!!  Explicit anti-socialism was 

on show with the now infamous XR training video, 

where a talk given by XR founder John Hallam 

identifies 20% of those who take part in political 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2019/04/16/eco-protesters-armed-pots-pink-yacht-blockade-capital/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2019/04/16/eco-protesters-armed-pots-pink-yacht-blockade-capital/
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demonstrations as “obstructionists”, who have to 

be bypassed to get to those who are supposedly 

not as political. Hallam is referring to socialists who 

allegedly bring everyone down by denouncing 

capitalism. He states the solutions need to be a 

balance, “not socialism or anything”.14 

From the off we can see what the XR leadership 

mean by “no politics”. They really mean “no 

socialism”. The most advanced workers would be 

aware that there is no other systemic alternative to 

capitalism other than socialism. It cannot be any 

other way in a society divided by the two major 

classes which are involved in production – capital 

and labour. In rejecting labour, the XR leadership 

consciously choose capital – no matter how radical 

they make themselves out to be. In choosing 

capital, they are choosing the very force 

responsible for impending human extinction, 

despite themselves.  

It’s a contradiction, for some of those drawn into 

XR actions could easily view socialism quite 

favourably. But just a glance at the bios of two of 

the XR founders is revealing. Gail Bradbrook is one, 

who has reportedly spent the last 18 years in the 

pay of both NGOs, charities and some of the 

world’s largest corporations including Shell, BT, 

Microsoft, Panasonic, BAE Systems and Goldman 

Sachs.15 Many of these roles has been as “advisor” 

– to the very governments she now implores 

people to lobby through XR “non-violent” action. 

Farhana Yamin has been an environmental lawyer 

and “advisor” on climate change “development 

policy” to the United Nations and the governments 

of other countries for 20 years.16  Ms Bradbrook 

and Ms Yamin, if nothing else, are clearly 

connected to the very capitalist governments and 

corporations which are responsible for the burning 

                                                           
14

 http://www.wrongkindofgreen.org/2019/05/06/extinction-
rebellion-training-or-how-to-control-radical-resistance-from-
the-obstructive-left/ (31-07-2019) 
15

 https://www.vigiliae.org/dr-gail-marie-bradbrook-
compassionate-revolutionary-for-hire-by-un-extinction/ (31-
07-2019) 
16

 https://www.bond.org.uk/person/farhana-yamin (31-07-
2019) 

of the planet in the first place. We can scarcely 

believe that their new XR creation will therefore be 

anything other than another lobby group trying to 

get the ear of big capital and big parliaments. Far 

from rebellion, the XR leadership are after a seat at 

the table. 

The 3.5% colour revolution 

XR’s anti-socialism can only lead to open advocacy 

of capitalist imperialism, and their “theory” does 

likewise. The elite XR leadership state their 

agreement with the “3.5%” thesis – that only 3.5% 

of the population has to be mobilised in non-

violent action to achieve fundamental change, 

even “revolution”. Which “revolutions” allegedly 

occurred this way? The 1986 “People Power” 

actions in the Philippines, which deposed President 

Marcos (but left the ruling class entirely intact), the 

“Rose Revolution” in 2003 in Georgia, the “Singing 

Revolution” in Estonia in the late 80s, and the 

“Velvet Revolution” in Czechoslovakia in 1989.17 

The last three were not “revolutions” in any 

progressive sense, but full-throated counter-

revolutions against the distorted socialism which 

came through the victory of the Soviet Union over 

Nazified fascism in World War II. In the former 

Soviet Union and the Eastern Bloc, despite political 

power being monopolised by conservative 

bureaucratic castes, workers held state power 

which ensured basic economic security – jobs, 

healthcare, education – for all. For its part, Wall 

Street never wavered in its determination to bring 

down these admittedly imperfect workers’ states, 

yet decades later, the bishops of XR hail the 

restoration of free-market capitalism in Georgia, 

Estonia and Czechoslovakia as a “revolution” !!   

The XR VIPs share the aim of US backed “colour 

revolutions”, which were not only used to bring 

down the Soviet bloc, but are now used to 

destabilise Russia itself and all of the countries it 

                                                           
17

 http://www.bbc.com/future/story/20190513-it-only-takes-
35-of-people-to-change-the-world (03-08-2019) 

http://www.wrongkindofgreen.org/2019/05/06/extinction-rebellion-training-or-how-to-control-radical-resistance-from-the-obstructive-left/
http://www.wrongkindofgreen.org/2019/05/06/extinction-rebellion-training-or-how-to-control-radical-resistance-from-the-obstructive-left/
http://www.wrongkindofgreen.org/2019/05/06/extinction-rebellion-training-or-how-to-control-radical-resistance-from-the-obstructive-left/
https://www.vigiliae.org/dr-gail-marie-bradbrook-compassionate-revolutionary-for-hire-by-un-extinction/
https://www.vigiliae.org/dr-gail-marie-bradbrook-compassionate-revolutionary-for-hire-by-un-extinction/
https://www.bond.org.uk/person/farhana-yamin
http://www.bbc.com/future/story/20190513-it-only-takes-35-of-people-to-change-the-world
http://www.bbc.com/future/story/20190513-it-only-takes-35-of-people-to-change-the-world
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once had influence over.18 This includes the 

relentless funding of imperialist fronts posing as 

NGOs in a vast network of countries throughout 

Eurasia. These deadly moves by Washington 

threaten to unleash a series of wars, or even a 

nuclear war, against Russia. XR has no objections 

though, not least because the leadership see 

themselves as a type of NGO. Tellingly, XR also says 

not one word against imperialist war in general – a 

major driver of climate collapse.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

By attempting to ignore the working class, the elite 

XR leadership attempt to embrace all classes – and 

thus fall into the same nationalist fictions that 

imperialist governments constantly try to 

reinforce. That is, capitalist governments are 

“ours” and “we” are all a part of it. In fact, they 

insinuate that “we” are all responsible [!] for the 

climate crisis and therefore it is everyone’s [!] 

responsibility to do something about it. Such 

classless nonsense would be laughed out of even 

the most reformist Trade Union. Even if workers 
                                                           
18

 https://www.globalresearch.ca/coups-and-color-
revolutions-us-wages-geopolitical-warfare-against-russia-in-
central-asia-and-caucasus/5441969 (03-08-2019) 

themselves are not yet class conscious in a Marxist 

sense, they know and feel instinctively that they 

are up against a force which is counterposed to 

their interests, and that collective action must be 

used in order to defend all those who labour for a 

living. Even if they do not yet see a way around it, 

workers see and feel, from their own experience, 

that highly paid managers, corporate executives 

and self-serving politicians are an obstacle to basic 

justice – and that includes urgent action on the 

climate crisis.  

XR and the cops 

By far the most dangerous approach of XR is its 

embrace of the police of the capitalist state as 

allies. In the UK, the blocking of intersections in 

London with a yacht and a truck for a week can 

only have been done through extensive 

consultation with the police,19 which were likely 

carried out by the unaccountable leaders of XR, 

rather than those who attended the action. What is 

more, one of the core strategies of XR is actually to 

get people arrested, and there is evidence of the 

XR leadership actively assisting the cops to do just 

this.20 It hardly needs emphasising that the police 

are the core security force of the capitalist state, 

which uses extreme violence against the working 

class and the poor in order to secure the wealth of 

private capital. Any organisation which advocates 

working directly with, or assisting, the cops, is 

plainly a deadly enemy of all working people. 

Directing workers to assist the cops in any task – 

not to speak of your own arrest! - is not only the 

most serious form of class treachery. It physically 

endangers workers, Aboriginal people, migrants, 

women, and all others who attempt exercise their 

political rights – which ultimately are very limited 

as long as capitalism remains economically 

stagnant. 

                                                           
19

 http://www.wrongkindofgreen.org/2019/04/24/extinction-
rebellion-socialist-revolution/ (03-08-2019) 
20

 https://libcom.org/blog/extinction-rebellion-not-struggle-
we-need-pt-1-19072019?fbclid=IwAR1-
PgvdDKz1NpAWnow8rkgtIzxfG5HC67gIw07ffmotFZ_xZThnfD
uEwOg (03-08-2019) 

Above: Extinction Rebellion’s (XR) yacht painted pink with 

the slogan “Tell the Truth” in London. Grassroots activist 

groups generally do not have the resources to buy a 

yacht. Moreover, this could hardly have been moved 

through the streets of London without co-operation with 

the police – the armed fist of the capitalist state. It raises 

serious questions about XR’s approach to the police. 

Image from www.nbcnews.com 

https://www.globalresearch.ca/coups-and-color-revolutions-us-wages-geopolitical-warfare-against-russia-in-central-asia-and-caucasus/5441969
https://www.globalresearch.ca/coups-and-color-revolutions-us-wages-geopolitical-warfare-against-russia-in-central-asia-and-caucasus/5441969
https://www.globalresearch.ca/coups-and-color-revolutions-us-wages-geopolitical-warfare-against-russia-in-central-asia-and-caucasus/5441969
http://www.wrongkindofgreen.org/2019/04/24/extinction-rebellion-socialist-revolution/
http://www.wrongkindofgreen.org/2019/04/24/extinction-rebellion-socialist-revolution/
https://libcom.org/blog/extinction-rebellion-not-struggle-we-need-pt-1-19072019?fbclid=IwAR1-PgvdDKz1NpAWnow8rkgtIzxfG5HC67gIw07ffmotFZ_xZThnfDuEwOg
https://libcom.org/blog/extinction-rebellion-not-struggle-we-need-pt-1-19072019?fbclid=IwAR1-PgvdDKz1NpAWnow8rkgtIzxfG5HC67gIw07ffmotFZ_xZThnfDuEwOg
https://libcom.org/blog/extinction-rebellion-not-struggle-we-need-pt-1-19072019?fbclid=IwAR1-PgvdDKz1NpAWnow8rkgtIzxfG5HC67gIw07ffmotFZ_xZThnfDuEwOg
https://libcom.org/blog/extinction-rebellion-not-struggle-we-need-pt-1-19072019?fbclid=IwAR1-PgvdDKz1NpAWnow8rkgtIzxfG5HC67gIw07ffmotFZ_xZThnfDuEwOg
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The elite XR leadership’s willing embrace of the 

murderous core repressive forces of the capitalist 

state are a reflection of its political program. They 

are an example of the enraged petty-bourgeoisie, 

who cannot understand why big capital does not 

see its own extinction by continuing fossil fuel 

“business as usual”. The petty-bourgeoisie 

encompasses a whole range of political forces 

which stand between capital and labour by virtue 

of their class position. Their rejection of the 

working class and its aim – socialism – leads them 

into desperately tying themselves to big capital, 

but in the form of begging for reforms. Capital has 

no intention of granting them, which then drives 

the petty-bourgeois XR leadership further into a 

frenzy. It thus organises “radical” actions such as 

blockading traffic, and removing their clothes in 

parliamentary galleries, in a desperate attempt to 

shock the ruling class into change.  

 

The ruling class, of course, cannot be changed. It 

must be overthrown, and by the only class which 

does not have a material interest in the 

maintenance of the profit system – the proletariat. 

As long as XR rejects the proletariat and its struggle 

for its own government and its own state power, it 

will be reduced to placing plaintive demands on 

the very forces responsible for the imminent 

climate collapse. And any political movement 

which simply asks its overlords for mercy cannot be 

described as “radical” in any way. This also explains 

why XR’s demands display a staggering 

combination of utopian liberalism and reformist 

populism. For example, XR demand that the 

government and the media “tell the truth” [!!] 

about climate change, while calling on the 

government of the capitalist profiteers to convene 

a “citizen’s assembly” 21 !! The petty-bourgeois 

democrats, materially and/or politically beholden 

to their class interests  (small scale capital), are 

incapable of a political course independent of the 

stock markets, the banks and the giant Western 

corporations, and therefore remain in thrall to the 

entire political state of the big bourgeoisie.  

                                                           
21

 https://rebellion.earth/the-truth/demands/ (03-08-2019) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bandwagon jumping left parties adapt  

Some Australian left parties have simply adapted 

to the anti-socialist XR movement, by 

“temporarily” folding up their socialism and placing 

it in their back pocket. Never one to pass by a 

chance to jump on a bandwagon, the Socialist 

Alliance claim that some members of XR agree with 

an anti-capitalist approach, even if the XR platform 

does not.22 Socialist Alternative avoid mentioning 

the XR platform, but claim that the major positive 

of XR is their focus on militant direct action, and 

urge these actions to grow.23 Both these parties 

play out the fantasy that ANY movement can be 

“pushed to the left” if only socialists take part in it. 

They make the mistake that any movement can be 

a vehicle for progressive change. Even if XR has a 

pro-capitalist leadership, all that is supposedly 

needed is for the left to “relate” to left wing 

elements within them. Never tiring of tailing after 

the “left” wing of the ruling class, such tactics in 

                                                           
22

 https://www.greenleft.org.au/content/what-kind-
rebellion-will-it-take-save-humanity-extinction (04-08-2019) 
23

 https://redflag.org.au/node/6812 (04-08-2019) 

Above: Extinction Rebellion (XR) activists hold an action 

calling on the BBC to “tell the truth” on climate change. 

XR’s apparently naïve view is that the corporate media, 

which works hand in glove with the corporations which 

pollute the environment at will, can be “pressured” to 

report factually. XR’s classless analysis of society here is 

exposed for all to see. Rather than calling on workers to 

take action, they appeal to the “powers that be” to change 

their view. This is scarcely “radical”. Image from 

www.hitc.com 

https://rebellion.earth/the-truth/demands/
https://www.greenleft.org.au/content/what-kind-rebellion-will-it-take-save-humanity-extinction
https://www.greenleft.org.au/content/what-kind-rebellion-will-it-take-save-humanity-extinction
https://redflag.org.au/node/6812
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fact tie workers to “their own” capitalist 

governments, for an indefinite period. Meanwhile, 

such waylaid left parties forever claim that they are 

only “working with” allegedly progressive 

bourgeois layers. Clearly, they are instead working 

for them, and by extension, for the bourgeoisie 

itself.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The XR leadership proffer the radically false theory 

that everyone, from a minimum wage earning 

seamstress right up to billionaire corporate 

magnates, are all affected by climate collapse so 

“everyone” has an interest in doing something 

about it. In reality, all strata of the capitalist class, 

right down to the small time business owner, 

would rather see the earth incinerated than be 

stripped of their “right” to exploit the labour power 

of the workers who produce their profits. Allowing 

for historical variations, this is just as true for the 

modern day capitalists as it was for the slave 

owners who pre-dated them, and the biblical kings 

before them. While the pre-capitalist ruling classes 

did not face civilisation ending threats, they also 

would have preferred to see the world burn rather 

than lose their social power over the toiling 

masses.  

The only way for slaves and serfs to change their 

conditions of life was to band together to 

overthrow the slave-owners and medieval 

monarchs. This eventually occurred, but now the 

task falls to the modern day working class to 

liberate humanity from the tyrannical rule of 

capital. The issue of impending ecological collapse 

does not invalidate this historical task, but only 

makes it more urgent. The capitalists and their 

state, and their governments, cannot be made to 

“see reason”, no matter how much traffic or 

business as usual disruption is organised – though 

different forms of mass action will certainly be 

needed. What is required is the organisation of the 

most class-conscious into a Marxist vanguard party, 

which can lead the working class in a struggle for 

the seizure of the major means of production. 

Workers’ control of production, and society itself, 

will greatly increase the chances of humanity 

avoiding extinction through the rational application 

of science and technology. The crusade for a 

workers’ state and a workers’ government is, in the 

final analysis, the only real rebellion. 

 

Above: Extinction Rebellion (XR) and their slogan “Act 

Now”. Although it is absolutely necessary to act now to 

avert climate disaster, this demand is aimed towards 

governments and parliaments – the same ones who have 

overseen inaction on climate distortion for half a century. 

XR does not recognise, or does not want to name, the 

capitalist system – which reveals the class content of its 

politics. In a sense it wishes to deal with “climate action” 

now, and the question of capitalism and socialism 

sometime later. But the “later” never arrives. Image from 

www.msn.com 
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A REAL CLIMATE STRIKE MEANS 

CLASS AGAINST CLASS 

www.mamamia.com.au 

(Article sourced from www.redfireonline.com) 

14-08-2019 – On September 20, young students 

will walk out of class, encouraging older workers to 

walk out of work and join them, in an inspiring 

continuation of the worldwide movement for 

urgent action on the increasingly dire warnings of 

climate collapse. Following the lead of Greta 

Thunberg, these climate strikers will send a 

message to all governments that they cannot be 

ignored any longer. Or so we are told. As in all 

things political, however, the truth lies somewhat 

beneath appearances. In this case, the ugly truth is 

one which should be repellent to workers with 

elementary class awareness.  

The September 20 strikes are being primarily 

organised by SS4C (School Strike for Climate). Who 

are they? The real organisers are hidden, because if 

they were honest about who they were, they may 

not be welcomed. SS4C hide their tracks very well, 

so definite proof is hard to come by. But one 

glance at the politics they are trying to shoehorn 

everyone into coming behind reveals, within a few 

degrees of accuracy, forces whose ultimate aim are 

seats in parliament, not “climate action”. 

Circle of reaction 

Three organisations are key to understanding the 

dark forces behind the September 20 walkouts. 

SS4C is one, the Australian Youth Climate Coalition 

(AYCC – or “Baby GetUp!”) is another, and the 

other is the Australian Labor Party (ALP). In reality, 

the first two are trustees of the ALP, the allegedly 

moderate front of capital in the wide brown land. 

When questioned, SS4C/AYCC deny their 

connections to the ALP – yet they remain in plain 

sight. SS4C have even altered their demands in a 

vain attempt to claw back their federal election 

defeat in May by the Liberal National Party (LNP), 

an election which should have been a shoe-in for 

http://www.mamamia.com.au/
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the ALP.24 The federal election swung to the LNP 

largely on the basis of regional Queensland, where 

sky-high unemployment led some workers to view 

that the ALP would stop the construction of the 

Adani mega coal mine, leading to the end of 

desperately needed flow on jobs. In reality, the ALP 

was never opposed to Adani, but had to equivocate 

in the face of the Stop Adani campaign.25  

The parliamentary fixation of SS4C is plain to see. 

They speak of “our” [!] politicians, and “politicians 

can show they care” [!] by meeting our demands.26 

To say this is parliamentary cretinism is an 

understatement. Workers should be aware that 

capitalist parliaments are the key institution used 

by the ruling class to fool the masses into believing 

that there is some institution which represents 

them, albeit with some limitations they admit. The 

Australian federal parliament, like all parliaments 

under bourgeois democracy, is a den of corruption 

and deceit. Moreover, it is a class weapon 

brandished by the corporate elite against the 

workers and the poor. It cannot be used as a 

staging post for climate action any more than it can 

be used to advance housing for the homeless. For 

SS4C and AYCC, on the other hand, parliament is 

their holy grail, and their universal solution – for 

their own careers.  

Perhaps the greatest crime of SS4C and AYCC is 

their deceitful use of young people to advance the 

careers of (ALP) Members of Parliament. The 

young primary and secondary school students are 

wise enough to understand the eminent danger 

that global warming poses, and they indeed should 

be congratulated for taking a brave stand, in some 

cases resisting principals and school authorities. 

Yet without sufficient political experience, which 

can only be gained over some years, these young 

people cannot be expected to see through the 

Machiavellian scheming of the SS4C/AYCC agents. 

They cannot be expected to understand that the 
                                                           
24

 https://redfireonline.com/2019/05/19/liberalism-at-a-
dead-end-alp-loses-the-unlosable-election/ (10-08-2019) 
25

 https://overland.org.au/2019/06/why-adani-happened/ 
(10-08-2019) 
26

 https://www.schoolstrike4climate.com/about (10-08-2019) 

AYCC’s raison d’etre is not climate action per se, 

but to be a youth front for the ALP, and thus for 

the very profit system which imperils human 

civilisation. 

 

 

 

 

Dishonest climate campaign 

SS4C proffer their campaign descriptors as “school 

student led, decentralised, grassroots, non-

partisan, inclusive, non-violent, mission focussed, 

ambitious, creative”.27 The only one of these that 

has a partial ring of truth is “inclusive”, in that all 

are invited to take part in the climate strike. This is 

the reason why workers can attend, stop work, and 

encourage Union members and officials to do 

likewise. Yet it must be with the aim of 

undermining and eroding SS4C/AYCC leadership – 

which, if left unchallenged, will lead the climate 

movement into parliamentary paralysis. It is false 

to claim that school students are leading this 

movement – the AYCC does the work on the 

ground. Decentralisation is fallacious – the ALP 

knows that every campaign must have a 

centralised leadership. Grassroots is mendacious – 

as politicians are anything but. Non-partisan is a 

furphy – they are non-partisan only towards the 

ALP and perhaps the Greens. Left parties are only 

                                                           
27

 Ibid, 3. 

Above: The School Strike for Climate (SS4C) logo. Under 

this banner, political forces linked to the supposedly 

liberal wing of the capitalist class attempt to rally working 

people behind the very system which imperils the 

climate. Image from Facebook.com  

https://redfireonline.com/2019/05/19/liberalism-at-a-dead-end-alp-loses-the-unlosable-election/
https://redfireonline.com/2019/05/19/liberalism-at-a-dead-end-alp-loses-the-unlosable-election/
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welcome IF they politically submit to liberalism. 

The non-violent moniker is a pledge of fealty to the 

police forces of the capitalist state. In short, SS4C 

operate on a pack of half-truths. 

 

 

 

 

 

Moreover, SS4C submit three demands: 1. No new 

coal, oil or gas projects, including the Adani mine. 

2. 100% renewable energy generation and exports 

by 2030. 3. Fund a just transition & job creation for 

all fossil fuel industry workers.28  These demands 

are pitifully moderate, and could just as easily be 

asked of the ALP – and this is the giveaway that 

that is the aim. Consciously, there is zero in these 

demands which would even eat into the profits of 

capital, let alone threaten their existence. In 

practice though, workers should not oppose 

demands 1 and 3. Demand 2, on the other hand is 

problematic. IF it demanded 100% zero carbon 

energy generation, it would be rational. However, 

the 100% renewable energy demand remains 

seriously impractical if it was actually possible, and 

if nuclear power was excluded.29  It is a sop to the 

mistaken environmental movement whose anti-

nuclear stance has effectively accelerated the 
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 Ibid. 4. 
29

 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1364032
117304495 (11-08-2019) 

burning of coal since the 1970s. There is evidence 

that some fossil fuel corporations have funded the 

anti-nuclear movement in order to ensure zero 

carbon nuclear fission does not replace them.30 

The fraud of Greta Thunberg 

As we have written previously,31 the aura around 

Greta Thunberg is fraudulent. Greta Thunberg the 

brand is backed by some of the largest corporate 

players on the planet, and hence focuses on 

politicians not doing the right thing. This lets the 

corporations – and the capitalist system – off the 

hook. Raising no objections to capitalism leads to 

advocacy of the worst excesses of imperialism, 

which Greta displayed in spades when she 

tweeted, “Let Russia and Hong Kong strike for 

climate”.32 Here is prima facie evidence that Greta 

is the anointed figurehead of what is essentially a 

pro-war “climate” movement. The US Empire is 

currently up to its eyeballs in hybrid war 

provocations for regime change against Russia and 

the People’s Republic of China, which are the 

harbinger of a nuclear holocaust arguably far more 

dangerous than extinction through ecological 

malfunction. Washington has already waged proxy 

wars against Russia in the Ukraine (by arming 

Nazis)33, and against Syria (by arming Al Qaeda).34 

Washington is currently waging an attempted war 

to dismantle China through direct funding to 

“NGOs” who employ thousands of violent pro-
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https://www.forbes.com/sites/kensilverstein/2016/07/13/ar
e-fossil-fuel-interests-bankrolling-the-anti-nuclear-energy-
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 https://redfireonline.com/2019/03/13/for-real-climate-
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https://twitter.com/gretathunberg/status/112834461218627
9937?lang=en (11-08-2019) 
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 https://consortiumnews.com/2018/11/17/blowback-us-
funded-ukraine-neo-nazis-mentor-us-white-supremacists/ 
(11-08-2019) 
34

 http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/opinion/cihan-celik/us-
turkey-realize-al-qaeda-threat-in-syria--a-bit-late-61834 (11-
08-2019) 

Above: Greta Thunberg “fist bumps” with former US 

President and Commander-in-Chief of US imperialism, 

Barak Obama. Ms Thunberg has hailed Obama as a hero, 

while effectively backing the Pentagon’s war drive against 

China and Russia. The US military is one of the largest 

emitters of carbon on the planet.  Whether Ms Thunberg 

is aware of it or not, she heads what is in practice a pro-

war “climate movement”. Image from www.thehill.com 
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capitalist Hong Kong yahoos, under the ruse of 

“independence”.35 

In fact, the reality that the climate strikers never 

refer to Pentagon launched imperialist 

provocations and actual and potential wars is 

revealing. One could plausibly argue that the 

climate strike movement is thus not really about 

the urging of governments to seriously address 

anthropogenic global warming. It is more about 

aiding and assisting the First World governments of 

the US, Europe and Australia in regaining their 

credibility with “their own” people – by making at 

least cosmetic efforts to reduce carbon emissions. 

The climate strike leaders, from Greta Thunberg to 

SS4C to AYCC, ultimately desire the restitution of 

imperialist liberal democracy in the eyes of working 

people. And what better way to do this than by 

shepherding workers behind a US/EU launched war 

of “democratic” imperialism against the 

“totalitarian” states of Russia and China?  

Left parties alibi climate parliamentarism 

Some Australian left parties help build what they 

see as climate activism, without pausing to 

consider its content. While they may grumble 

about the SS4C climate movement needing more 

pro-worker positions, they effectively only call for a 

slightly more progressive movement. The Socialist 

Alliance appears to have few grumbles at all, and 

reproduce press statements from SS4C verbatim.36 

They are joined as disciples of Greta Thunberg by 

Socialist Alternative, who likewise endorse and 

take part in the “new activism” of Extinction 

Rebellion (XR).37 Although XR are not organising 

the September 20 strikes, XR’s class basis of petty-

bourgeois radicalism38 dovetails squarely with the 

classical reformism of SS4C and AYCC. Solidarity 

correctly highlight the beginnings of some trade 

                                                           
35

 https://www.mintpressnews.com/hong-kong-
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 https://www.greenleft.org.au/content/why-school-
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 https://redflag.org.au/node/6855 (11-08-2019) 
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 https://redfireonline.com/2019/08/07/whats-wrong-with-
extinction-rebellion/ (11-08-2019) 

unions endorsing and taking part in the September 

20 walkouts.39 Yet there is no mention from them 

of the dangers of workers and their Unions 

obediently mobilising once again behind the abject 

parliamentarism of the SS4C/AYCC leadership of 

the climate strike. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After the disaster of the “Change the Rules” 

campaign, which saw Unions mobilise for two years 

in support of a failed attempt to elect an ultra-

conservative ALP to federal government, one 

would think some lessons about electoral 

campaigns masked as movements might be 

learned. Yet the link between the parliamentarism 

of SS4C/AYCC, imperialist war and the misguided 

left are apparent. Socialist Alliance, Socialist 

Alternative and Solidarity are strident opponents of 

Russia and China, as are SS4C/AYCC, as is the 

Australian ruling class. These left parties do not 

imagine themselves to be parliamentarists, even 

while marching in lock step with capital’s hand-

picked parliamentarist lieutenants. 
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 https://www.solidarity.net.au/highlights/workers-and-
unions-organise-to-join-climate-strike/ (11-08-2019) 

Above: Extinction Rebellion (XR) supporters take part in 

the climate strikes. Though XR uses different methods to 

the political forces behind the School Strike for Climate 

(SS4C), both in practice simply appeal to the 

parliamentarians of the capitalist state. These parliaments 

do not make the real decisions about what occurs in a for 

profit economy. The real decisions are made in corporate 

boardrooms of the largest and most powerful energy and 

mining magnates. Image from www.nme.com 
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Climate struggle is class struggle  

The assault on the climactic conditions necessary 

for human survival is one more assault on the living 

and working conditions of the masses. While the 

industrial revolution was necessary to prepare 

mass production, the private capital which fostered 

it was never going to be able to regulate itself to 

any degree of environmental sustainability. For 

that, private capital must become social capital. In 

other words, the major means of production must 

pass from private hands into those of the working 

people who set it in motion. Yet even though 

climate science is issuing more and more shrill 

warnings almost on a daily basis, the climate crisis 

in itself cannot be separated from the struggle for 

working class emancipation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finance capital is plunging human civilisation into a 

double-barrelled Armageddon - the slaughter of 

imperialist war and imminent climate collapse. The 

parliaments that defend finance capital - and 

therefore facilitate climate destruction - cannot 

change their course. In the course of their struggle 

for decent working and living conditions, and for a 

safe climate, working people do not directly 

confront the ruling class itself. Workers instead 

confront the agents of finance capital within the 

(sometimes contrived) social movements. Through 

all manner of subterfuge, these agents attempt to 

herd workers and youth back into a purely lobbyist 

perspective. They attempt to paint begging for 

different policies from politicians who have 

diametrically opposed material interests, as 

“radical climate action”. It is a very small step from 

rehabilitating a capitalist parliament in this way, to 

a blanket endorsement of imperialist wars against 

an “other” – be it Russia, China, or whoever. There 

is little doubt that this is the aim of SS4C and AYCC, 

who drag along the moderate left parties behind 

them. 

Thus, for the September 20 climate strike and 

beyond, working people and leftists need to 

participate with the express aim of breaking 

workers away from the political designs of the pro-

ALP, pro-imperialist leadership which will not and 

cannot provide even the first steps towards a safe 

climate – or a safe world. Rather, what is required 

is a fight for demands such as: the expropriation of 

the major means of production, transport, 

banking and finance which could be administered 

by workers’ committees in the interests of working 

people. A left-wing climate movement should 

demand elected workers’ councils to administer a 

socialised and planned economy. Here, the 

leadership of a Marxist vanguard party is crucial. 

The horrors of potential climate incineration, 

imperialist war and wage slavery can only begin to 

be addressed through workers’ rule in the 

transition from the profit system to human 

liberation.  

Above: Until and unless the climate movement adopts 

strong positions against imperialist war, it can easily be 

mobilised behind the Empire’s war machine, such as 

NATO. Actions opposing NATO and the potential and 

actual wars being prosecuted by Washington, London and 

Canberra, are vital to the struggle for a safe climate. 

Image from www.unapeace.org 
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WEST PAPUA: SEPARATISTS 

INCITE VIOLENCE 

Above: West Papuan separatists burnt down the Manokwari local parliament, after a week of violence. www.theguardian.com 

(Article sourced from www.redfireonline.com) 

04-09-2019 – The desecration of a national flag, 

destruction of shops, torching of government 

buildings. Are we talking about Hong Kong? Try 

West Papua. In the former, Western governments 

materially aid separatists40, while in the latter 

Western governments diplomatically aid 

separatists – for now. Separatism in itself, under 

certain circumstances, may be the correct political 

move for an oppressed class or nation. Likewise, a 

movement for independence – up to, and 

including, the right to form a separate state, may, 

under specific conditions, resolve political issues in 

favour of working people. Independence, if 

achieved against the interests of domestic and 
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 https://www.workers.org/2019/08/16/whats-behind-
hong-kong-protests/ (26-08-2019) 

international capital, may clear the way for an 

advance of a workers’ struggle for liberation. In 

West Papua today, however, a much different 

situation transpires. 

Student disrespect 

Just before August 17 – Indonesia’s national day – 

a post on WhatsApp by a youth organisation 

displayed a defaced Indonesian flag lying in a 

gutter near a University dormitory in Java.41 In 

response, Indonesian soldiers descended on the 

University dormitory and accused Papuan students 

of disrespecting the national flag. During this 

incident, some soldiers apparently used racist 
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insults, calling them “monkeys”.42 Reports of this 

incident triggered protests across Indonesia and 

throughout West Papua. While racist insults are of 

course unacceptable, a heated emotional response 

to the national flag being desecrated on the eve of 

the national day is understandable. After all, 

Indonesia’s national day marks the proclamation of 

Indonesian independence from Dutch colonialism 

(August 17, 1945), which had ruled Indonesia for 

350 years.43 While nationalists exist in Indonesia as 

in other countries, animated reaction against 

Papuan students disrespecting the Indonesian 

national flag, while being hosted at a Javan 

University, was likely. 

The separatist or independence protests that 

ensued as a result appeared to have a clear target 

– Indonesian government built infrastructure, 

government buildings, and Indonesian commercial 

activity. Despite the Papuan students using these 

services, alongside Indonesians themselves, the 

separatists displayed scant regard for them, or for 

the danger posed to human life in the process. Like 

Hong Kong, the protests were in effect violent 

riots. In Manokwari, the capital of the West Papua 

province, the local government building was 

torched and reduced to ashes.44 The separatists 

pulled down power poles and set fire to vehicles.45 

A market in Fakfak was set ablaze, as was a prison 

in Sorong – leading to the escape of 250 

prisoners.46 Also in Sorong, the airport was 

vandalised and many shops were looted.47 
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Liberation? 

 

The demand “Free West Papua!” sounds alluring 

and enticing, and is redolent of a struggle for 

justice and right. In reality, the slogan is devoid of 

political content, not to speak of class content. 

More than 200 years ago, Karl Marx and Frederick 

Engels railed against anarchist opposition in the 

First International, which called for “freedom” in 

the abstract, regardless of the development of 

society in an economic or political sense. 

“Freedom” in itself is a meaningless term in 

politics, unless it is referred to in concrete terms 

and to a certain class it seeks to liberate. West 

Papuan separatists appear to see “freedom” in 

terms of being released from integration with 

Indonesia, or specifically, from non-Papuan 

Indonesians. While there is some nationalism and 

racism directed against Papuans from ultra-

nationalist groups within Indonesia, this is not 

reflective of Indonesia as a whole. At the same 

time, there are eerie elements of Papuan 

disapproval of Indonesians on the basis of their 

ethnicity. This does not endow the West Papuan 

independence struggle - under its current 

leadership - with wholesome aims. 

Indonesian President Joko Widodo stated that he 

understood why Papuans were offended, and 

asked that both sides forgive each other as “fellow 

countrymen”.48 The governor of East Java, Khofifah 

Indar Parawansa, apologised for the behaviour of 

the Indonesian nationalist mobs, and said it does 

not “represent the…people of East Java”.49 These 

are scarcely the words of government leaders who 

are allegedly carrying out systemic discrimination 

against Papuans. The extent to which the 

Indonesian government always enacts fair 

treatment of Papuans is of course up for debate. 

However, the intent of the Indonesian government 

appears to be consistent – it is attempting to 
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integrate Papuans into the whole of Indonesia. In 

2001, the Indonesian government granted Papua a 

status of “Special Autonomy”. This may well be 

rejected by separatist Papuans, but “liberation” has 

to have a more positive political program than 

simply rejecting Indonesia.  

 

 

 

 

A liberation movement also needs a basic honesty, 

so that all can clearly see that the cause is just. Yet 

in the hands of the current political leadership, a 

lack of honesty is the major drawback for the West 

Papuan independence movement. Time and again, 

the West Papuan separatist leaders have fabricated 

blatant untruths in their attempt to whip up false 

hysteria against “Indonesia”. In December last 

year, Papuan separatists made the fatuous claim 

that the Indonesian military used white 

phosphorus munitions against independence 

supporters. They allied themselves with reporters 

who openly sided with US imperialism against 

Syria, where the US government accused the Syrian 

government – without evidence -  of using 

chemical weapons, while at the same time 

admitting they had themselves used white 

phosphorus munitions against civilians in Syria.50 
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 https://redfireonline.com/2018/12/30/west-papua-
corporate-media-enlisted-to-spread-false-claims-fake-news/ 
(29-08-2019) 

Around April this year, Papuan separatists were 

backed by Western NGOs in claiming – without a 

shred of evidence – that 32 000 people had been 

displaced in the Nduga region in West Papua, and 

that 34 schools had been damaged by the 

Indonesian military.51 No verification was provided. 

But this doesn’t stop Papuan separatists from 

trying it on again.  

Instigators of violence 

Papuan independence supporters raised their 

hands in horror at the Indonesian government 

blocking the internet in response to the outbreaks 

of violence wrought by the crowds they had 

incited. The Indonesian government claimed that 

this move was made in order to stop Papuan 

separatists sharing fake videos to further incite 

more violence. There were some reports that the 

Papuan students were circulating a video allegedly 

showing a student being killed by Indonesian 

soldiers, which was entirely fake. Without offering 

the Indonesian government any political support, 

they appear to be telling the truth here. Why? 

Because the West Papuan separatists have a 

history of retailing bald faced lies to artificially 

pump up support for their movement. It is not 

beyond belief that the violent riots which occurred 

in the last week of August were fuelled by the 

separatists spreading a fake video online. Given 

that this then lead to a government building being 

burnt to the ground, an airport vandalised, shops 

looted, markets set on fire, power poles being 

felled and more – it is in turn not unreasonable for 

the Indonesian government to “throttle” or even 

block the internet in an attempt to prevent further 

violence. 

The political violence instigated by the separatists 

only follows on from the instigation of military 

conflict by armed West Papuan militia. Time and 

again, the armed West Papuan groups provoke 

violent conflict with the Indonesian military only to 
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 https://redfireonline.com/2019/04/27/west-papua-
independence-movement-spreads-more-false-claims/ (29-08-
2019) 

Above: Map highlighting the provinces of Papua and West 

Papua in Indonesia, and its proximity to the north of 

Australia. Image from www.bbc.com 
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claim “oppression” when the inevitable retaliation 

ensues. It is similar to the situation in Syria, where 

US/UK armed death squads would attack Syrian 

government positions, and then claim that the 

Syrian response to overt violence against them was 

evidence of an “oppressive regime”.  In December 

last year, armed Papuan militia slaughtered 31 

Indonesian road workers constructing the Trans 

Papua Highway through the Nduga region.52 

Understandably, the Indonesian security forces had 

to move in to, at least, recover their bodies and 

secure the area. Hence, the Indonesian 

government claims that the military build up in 

parts of West Papua occurs only in response to the 

violent attacks from the separatists – are not 

without foundation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rejecting development 

At the time, Sebby Sambom of the West Papua 

National Liberation Army (TPNPB) claimed that the 

group deliberately attacked the road workers 

building the Trans Papua Highway because they 

reject all infrastructure development programs in 
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 https://www.scmp.com/news/asia/southeast-
asia/article/2176302/indonesia-probing-reports-rebels-
executed-31-construction (30-08-2019) 

West Papua.53 !  This statement is revealing. The 

West Papuan separatists appear to be aware that 

the infrastructure development programs paid for 

and installed by the Indonesian government will 

benefit Papuans and non-Papuans alike, and will 

lead to increased economic activity, contributing to 

a higher standard of living for all. If this occurs, 

political support for separatist independence 

would be likely to dissipate. So to keep alive their 

aim of separatism, 31 innocent Indonesian workers 

had to die – and with no apology. Is it any wonder 

that the separatist Papuans do not attract 

sympathetic Indonesians to their cause?  

The question of the economic and industrial 

development of West Papua is important. Without 

offering political support to the Indonesian 

government, the fact remains that the Indonesian 

government is ramping up its efforts to connect 

West Papua, parts of which are still inaccessible 

due to mountainous and jungle covered territory. 

The Trans Papua highway is a part of this, but there 

are also moves to extend electricity coverage to 

more areas of West Papua. In fact, the Indonesian 

state owned electricity company PLN recently 

signed a cooperation agreement with the 

Indonesian military and some Universities, where 

the aim is to provide electricity to 99% of the 

villages across West Papua in 2019.54 Is this the 

type of development which is rejected by the 

armed West Papuan groups – connecting villages 

to electricity, which have never seen it before? 

West Papuan independence advocates can 

arguably claim that the Trans Papua highway will 

only benefit Indonesians, as most Papuans do not 

own cars or commercial vehicles. However, it is not 

plausible to suggest that the electrification of 

nearly all of West Papua will not benefit Papuans, 

especially those from the highland areas which are 

currently in darkness. 

Transmigration 
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 https://indonesiaexpat.biz/news/free-papua-movement-
kills-workers/ (30-08-2019) 
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 https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2018/07/30/pln-
signs-deal-to-expand-electricity-in-two-provinces-in-
papua.html (01-09-2019) 

Above: Vehicles on the street were set alight by violent 

separatists during protests at the end of August. If the 

separatists were trying to win people to a cause, random 

acts of violence which potentially endanger lives is not the 

way to do this. The intention seems to be to create chaos, 

and then blame the government for “repression”. This calls 

into question the motives and the aims of the separatists. 

Image from www.abc.net.au 
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The critical issue which is driving some Papuans 

towards nationalist and pro-independence views is 

the desire to end the transmigration of 

Austronesians to Papua from other parts of 

Indonesia. The transmigration is significant, with 

Austronesians now making up around 51% of the 

population to the approximately 49% Melanesian 

indigenous population. However, there remain 

huge regional variances within the Papuan 

provinces. While Austronesian and other 

transmigrants now outnumber Papuans in urban 

and coastal areas, Papuans are still the 

overwhelming majority in the highland interior.55 

To some extent, fears of being pushed out of their 

own land MAY be understandable IF there was 

systematic and blatant exclusion of Papuans by the 

Indonesian government and those who tend to 

dominate commercial activity. However, it is 

apparent that the Indonesian government is 

attempting to integrate them into the “Unitary 

State” of Indonesia, through granting regional 

autonomy, spending vast sums on transport and 

electricity infrastructure, and, where possible,  

providing healthcare and education for all 

residents. 

Doubtless, there may be many blemishes on the 

record of the Indonesian government while 

attempting to implement their aims. Despite this, 

the Indonesian government  cannot stand by and 

allow armed Papuan groups to engage in wanton 

killings of non-Papuan residents. Nor can it stand 

by and allow Papuan separatists to engage in 

terroristic violence such as provoking gunfights 

with police and the military OR the incitement of 

crowds to commit riotous acts such as setting 

ablaze government buildings, markets, shops or 

transport facilities.  

It is true that Marxists MAY sometimes give critical 

support to a movement for national liberation IF it 

is directed against imperialism.  However, the 

current West Papuan “liberation” movement is 
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 https://www.globalresearch.ca/indonesias-west-papua-
settlers-dominate-coastal-regions-highlands-still-
overwhelmingly-papuan/5569676 (01-09-2019) 

oriented in the opposite direction. It aims to enlist 

imperialism to help achieve its aims, both because 

it knows it cannot defeat the Indonesian military 

on its own, and because it does not aim to 

convince Indonesians, let alone Indonesian 

workers, of the justness of its cause. So there are 

appeals to the United Nations, to British and 

Australian parliamentarians, and so on. The British 

ruling class has partially come to the party, by 

offering fugitive independence figure Benny 

Wenda “asylum” in London.56 The nationalism of a 

small state often means, in turn, recognising the 

nationalism of the largest states, as a quid-pro-quo. 

Working people, from Indonesia, Papua, the UK 

and Australia – on the other hand - have a material 

interest in politically combatting the nationalism of 

small and large states, in their combined struggle 

for liberation from capitalist imperialism. Papuan 

separatists, and their supporters, need to decide 

where they stand.  
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 https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-oxfordshire-
49009326 (01-09-2019) 

Above: Indonesian police attempt to track down 

approximately 250 inmates who escaped from the port 

city of Sorong, after separatists attacked the jail and set 

fire to it. West Papuan independence supporters perhaps 

intend to bust out other separatists who have been jailed 

by the Indonesian government for similarly violent acts. 

Such efforts give the false impression, internationally, that 

West Papuans are jailed for political activity, rather than 

crimes against public safety. Image from Bangkok Post. 
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CLIMATE MAYHEM: 

CAPITALISM MUST FALL!  

www.news.com.au 

(The following is the text of a leaflet which was 

distributed by the Workers League at the Climate 

Strike in Brisbane on September 20, 2019) 

20-09-2019 -  The planet is burning alive. On 

September 10, the Sunshine Coast and the Gold 

Coast were on fire, as were parts of northern New 

South Wales.57 Summer is still three months off, 

but the “bushfire season” starts earlier and lasts 

longer each year now. It is nothing like a “bushfire 

season”, or a “storm season”. It is clear that global 

warming tipping points are being approached, if 

not surpassed. Australia and the world face a 

climate meltdown which is already underway. 

World governments have been warned for 40 years 

that without serious moves to avert carbon 

emissions, ecological collapse is immanent. With 
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https://thenewdaily.com.au/news/queensland/2019/09/10/
queensland-bushfires-peregian/ (11-09-2019) 

the partial exception of some socialist states such 

as Cuba and China, they have done little or 

nothing. In the case of the Queensland 

government, by approving the Adani mega coal 

mine,58 they are virtually cranking the gas burner 

up to high, and disconnecting emergency sprinkler 

systems. 

Strike for Climate 

Like never before, student and worker strikes for a 

safe climate are desperately needed. Yet every 

strike has a political leadership, which attempts to 

direct it in line with their material interests. The 

September 20 Strike for Climate is no exception. Its 

political leadership, unfortunately, are not the 

young students themselves, even as they defy 

school authorities to attend. Behind the scenes, 
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the strike is organised and led by the Australian 

Youth Climate Coalition (AYCC), in essence an arm 

of GetUp! – who in practice are the foot soldiers of 

the Australian Labor Party (ALP). The political 

demands have been watered down so as to assist 

the ALP back onto the parliamentary benches in 

Canberra. GetUp! and the AYCC work for the ALP, 

no matter how strenuously they deny it in public. 

The demands of no new coal mines, renewable 

energy by 2030, and re-training for workers in 

fossil fuel industry  - should not be opposed per se 

(even though “renewable energy” is largely a 

furphy). However, they are so moderate that they 

make a mockery of pretensions to radical climate 

action. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition, the Strike for Climate is a double 

lobbying act. It is timed to occur just days before 

the United Nations (UN) “Emergency Climate 

Summit”. So working people in Australia are being 

asked to not only lobby parliaments on these 

shores, but to lobby the “world parliament” of the 

UN. Pleading for crumbs from the global and local 

political arms of capitalist imperialism is not only 

fruitless – it entrenches submission to the profit 

system responsible for ecological collapse in the 

first place. The Climate Strike organisers even 

boast about how many for profit businesses have 

now backed the “strike” in some way, even by 

allowing their workers leave to attend.59 To say this 

is class collaboration is vastly understating things. 

Conservative Union officials, masters at 

encouraging class collaboration amongst workers, 

are not to be outdone. Many have endorsed the 

Climate Strike, and some have even asked 

employers themselves to join in. To say the least, if 

workers march alongside employers, the “cause” is 

false. 

Climate is a class issue 

Even if climate collapse affects everyone – meaning 

both labour and capital – the subordination of the 

workers to direct agents of capital in the name of 

“climate action” is the highest political crime. The 

struggle for a safe climate cannot be separated 

from the overall struggle for human liberation. In 

the current period, human liberation is entirely 

bound up with the workers movement for 

socialism. Global warming induced bushfires 

burning closer and closer are linked to the lowest 

wages in history, wage theft, unemployment, 

homelessness and crushing poverty. Extreme 

weather events are also linked to US imperialism’s 

drive to nuclear war against China and Russia, and 

endless regime change wars against smaller states. 

The 700 odd businesses endorsing the climate 

strike are also responsible for the catastrophic 

decline in living standards, as they drive down the 

wages of their own workers – no matter how 

“enlightened” they may be. Marching with them 

for the “climate” is an illusion of colossal scale. 

The Climate Strike is yet another attempt to 

subject the workers to the ideological forms of 

bourgeois democracy – as if there can be any 

“democracy” between workers and business 
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 https://www.mybusiness.com.au/management/6198-
notbusinessasusual-businesses-urge-support-for-climate-
strike (14-09-2019) 

Above: A meeting of the United Nations (UN) on climate 

change, highlighting carbon emissions now reaching 

414.71 parts per million (ppm), the highest ever in 

recorded history. Working people appealing to the UN is a 

fools errand, as the UN is the pale front of world 

imperialism. Workers must establish their own class 

organs of power, even on such a vital issue as extreme 

climate. www.bbc.com 
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owners. Unquestionably, there must be many 

strikes for a safe climate, but these can only raise 

class awareness if pro-working class elements are 

able to depose liberal leadership, and forge their 

own path. To save the earth and humanity, all 

those bound up with private capital – AYCC, 

GetUp!, the conservative Union officials, business 

owners themselves – must be ruthlessly driven out 

of the climate movement. If nothing else, these are 

the same forces that aid and assist the Pentagon’s 

drive towards imperialist war. If they are not on 

the side of workers in war, they cannot be allies for 

“climate”. The climate movement must be based 

on a pro-working class axis, which can then gather 

behind it other strata of society which are not 

antagonistic to the workers’ interests – e.g. left-

wing students, pensioners, retirees, unemployed 

youth and so on. Vital demands which could assist 

this include: 

 For a 30 hour work week – a six hour day. 

 For the formation of workers’ councils, 

comprised of elected workers from all 

industries. 

 The workers’ councils to organise not only 

strikes but workers’ occupations of key 

industries – the banks, mines, railways, 

transport, telecommunications. 

 The workers’ councils to elect regional and 

national representatives – the basis of a 

workers’ government. 

 The workers’ government to declare the 

abolition of the private ownership of the 

means of production, and the constitution 

of a single economic plan. 

The most advanced workers must forge a vanguard 

party to lead this process. There is no time to 

waste – there is no disagreement about that. To 

save civilisation, capitalism must go, and socialism 

must emerge. 

WORKERS  LEAGUE 

www.redfireonline.com 

E: workersleague@redfireonline.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: The estimates by the Intergovernmental Panel  on 

Climate Change (IPCC), mentioned above, are most likely 

very conservative. However, even they give a glimpse of 

the scale of change needed to have a chance at stabilising 

the global climate. It also hangs on to the illusion that solar 

and wind power alone can replace all fossil fuel energy 

needs. In reality, it is likely to take working class ownership 

and control of the means of production at least in the 

advanced industrialised countries, and the spreading of 

resources internationally. www.unpri.org. 

http://www.redfireonline.com/
mailto:workersleague@redfireonline.com


RED FIRE                 OCTOBER 2019 Page 29 
 

 

XINJIANG: THE WEST’S BIG LIE 

Above: Map highlighting the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region (XUAR) of the People’s Republic of China (PRC). Rusi.org 

(Article sourced from www.redfireonline.com) 

17-07-2019 – A lie repeated a thousand times 

eventually becomes accepted as the truth. Such 

was the infamous advice of Josef Goebbles, 

Minister of Propaganda of fascist Germany from 

1933 to 1945. The governments of the capitalist 

West have learned this lesson well, and apply it 

wherever they can. In recent times, the largest of 

lies they attempt to impose on workers as a 

supposed “truth” is the wild claim that one million 

Uyghurs have been detained in concentration 

camps in the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region 

(XUAR), in the People’s Republic of China (PRC). For 

this claim, Western governments and their 

compliant media offer not a shred of evidence – it 

is simply repeated over and over again. The Nazis 

themselves would have been suitably impressed. 

The ABC (Australian Broadcasting Corporation) 

once had a reputation for ground breaking 

investigative journalism. Today it leads the charge 

in propagandising for a desperate US imperialism 

which enlists Canberra in its hybrid war against Red 

China. The Four Corners “documentary” program 

“Tell the World”, which aired on the 15th of July, 

compiles a litany of utterly fallacious claims about 

the political situation in Xinjiang, with the help of 

anti-socialist Uyghur emigres.60 It is presented by 

Sophie McNeil, who is known for hailing ISIS and Al 

Qaeda linked death squads as “rebels” during the 

US led war for regime change against Syria.61 Ms 

McNeil continues her backing of such barbarians 

through to Xinjiang – where a tiny minority of 

Uyghurs, infected with the Wahabist strand of 

Islam, also travelled to Syria to fight with ISIS linked 

cut-throats against the secular Syrian Arab 
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Republic, from the early years of the proxy war.62 If 

demented mercenaries, armed and funded by 

Western governments and the Saudi Arabian 

monarchy, should be hailed as brave fighters for 

“democracy” in Syria, why not in Xinjiang? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

West’s anti-China drive dividing the UN 

The Washington led drive against Red China drags 

all types of anti-worker governments behind it. The 

governments of 22 countries, most of them 

imperialist, signed a joint letter to the United 

Nations (UN) which condemned the “oppression” 

of Uyghurs and Muslims in Xinjiang. The US 

subordinates were: Australia, Austria, Belgium, 

Canada, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, 

Germany, Iceland, Ireland, Japan, Latvia, Lithuania, 

Luxembourg, the Netherlands, New Zealand, 

Norway, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and the 
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 https://www.voltairenet.org/article179260.html  (17-07-
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United Kingdom (UK).63 In response, a letter to the 

President of the Human Rights Council of the UN 

lauding the “remarkable achievements in the field 

of human rights” was signed by 37 countries. 

Among the defenders of the PRC were the 

governments of: Russia, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, 

Egypt, Cuba, Algeria, United Arab Emirates (UAE), 

Qatar, Nigeria, Angola, Togo, Tajikistan, Philippines 

and Belarus.64  Needless to say, the governments of 

Saudi Arabia, the UAE and Qatar play both sides of 

the coin, siding with Washington for some 

imperialist wars, while siding with the PRC in order 

to safeguard certain trade and investment 

opportunities. However, while the UN is no longer 

a body where Washington holds pre-eminent 

control, the UN is also not an arena which working 

people should revere. 

Washington’s concern is economics, not “human 

rights” 

The Pentagon’s invented “human rights” issues in 

Xinjiang are, as usual, a façade for the real reason 

Washington is concerned about the rise of Red 

China. The imperialist shop-fronts such as the 

International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World 

Bank both now rate the economy of China as world 

number one in terms of Purchasing Power Parity 

(PPP). Despite recent “slowing” the PRC’s economy 

is still growing at a Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 

rate of 7%, which is three times that of the US. The 

training and education of the Chinese working class 

is also expanding, with the PRC now spending 4% 

of GDP skilling up their own people.65 For 

Washington, with its production for private profit 

system staggering along in near or actual 

recessionary terms, the booming Chinese economy 

represents a nightmare come to life. For them, 

socialism and collective ownership is not supposed 
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 https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2016/12/the-world-s-
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Above: The Great Friday Mosque in Turpan, Xinjiang. In 

flagrant contradiction to the propaganda pouring out 

from Western corporate media, Islam is not prohibited in 

the slightest way in any part of China. In Xinjiang, the PRC 

authorities have to remain alert to a tiny minority of 

Uyghur jihadists, some of whom have fought alongside 

ISIS and Al Qaeda in Syria. They have also carried out 

mass knife murders on civilians in broad daylight. 

Precautions are thus necessary, something that the 

government of any Western country would automatically 

take, given a similar situation. Image from Flickr. 
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to be able to compete against the West with their 

stock markets, “free” trade and “free enterprise”, 

let alone surpass it. Yet this is reality. 

Washington’s concerns about Xinjiang are not its 

bluster about “human rights”. Their concerns are 

the staggering overall performance of the PRC - 

which is primarily due to predominantly state 

owned means of production and a planned 

economy. This is one reason why the US ruling 

class is hell bent on derailing, or at least disrupting, 

Red China’s trillion dollar “Belt and Road Initiative” 

(BRI) - a trade and infrastructure mega-project, 

which will spur on further economic integration 

between the PRC and Asia, Europe and Africa. 

Xinjiang is a central node of the BRI, with Xinjiang 

sitting in the middle of the ancient Silk Road. 

Xinjiang’s capital Urumqi, for example, now 

handles 3600 tonnes of cargo each day, much of it 

bound for other parts of Asia and Europe.66 Each 

tonne of trade that the PRC conducts with 

countries not under the political domination of 

Wall Street is another nail in the coffin of US 

economic hegemony, and their privately owned 

corporations which trample on the living standards 

of both US and international workers. 

While workers in Xinjiang and the rest of the PRC 

do not have political decision making power as a 

result of the fraudulent “Marxism” of the 

Communist Party of China (CPC), they nonetheless 

enjoy the fruits of the economic achievements of 

the PRC workers’ state – a precious gain of the 

1949 socialist revolution. A genuine Leninist 

leadership in Beijing would seek to politicise and 

mobilise the Chinese proletariat in favour of 

economic integration with neighbouring socialist 

states such as Vietnam, the DPRK (Democratic 

People’s Republic of Korea – “North Korea”) and 

Laos, as a means of politically combatting the 

capitalism wreaking havoc outside the largest 

country (by population) in the world. But this 

would mean severing the restrictions of the 
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 http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-
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“Marxist-Leninist” theory of “socialism in one 

country”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Despite this, workers in Australia and 

internationally have a vital interest in combatting 

and negating the anti-China hysteria emanating 

from Canberra, Washington and elsewhere. 

Australian workers cannot afford to buy into the 

liberal intelligentsia’s lies which foster disruption in 

Xinjiang - or Hong Kong, Tibet or Taiwan. On the 

contrary, workers need to strategically ally 

themselves with the PRC workers’ state against US 

imperialism as a lever of their own struggle for 

liberation from capitalist tyranny.  

 

E:workersleague@redfireonline.com 

PO Box 66  NUNDAH  QLD  4012 
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Above: This diagram shows the proposed routes of the 

PRC’s ground breaking Belt and Road Initiative (BRI or 

New Silk Road). This trillion dollar trade and investment 

project seeks to link the PRC to Eurasia, offering 

favourable terms and outcomes to participating 

countries, not only the PRC. The US Empire seeks to 

disrupt and, if possible, derail, the New Silk Road by any 

means necessary. This is one major reason why Western 

governments are, all of a sudden, concerned about 

“human rights” in Xinjiang. As in many times previous, the 

“human rights” card covers for the imperial agenda of the 

West. Image from Business Insider 

http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-08/12/c_137384382.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-08/12/c_137384382.htm
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US vs CHINA: WORKERS 

MUST DEFEND THEIR SIDE 

www.valuewalk.com 

 

(Article sourced from www.redfireonline.com) 

25-09-2019 – Anti-China hysteria has been set at 

fever pitch. The attempt to besmirch Liberal Party 

Member of Parliament Gladys Liu as an agent of 

the Communist Party of China (CPC) eventually ran 

out of steam, as the case collapsed for lack of 

evidence. Gladys Liu’s conservative and pro-

capitalist politics can be confirmed not the least by 

the fact that she has backed the anti-communist 

Hong Kong riots publicly, saying she admired the 

“passion and commitment”67 of the largely US and 

UK government funded separatists.68  Regardless of 

Ms Liu’s past membership of groups associated 

with the Chinese government, she also admitted 

organising an overtly homophobic and transphobic 
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 https://www.afr.com/politics/federal/gladys-liu-paranoia-
and-the-chinese-communist-party-20190912-p52qhz (22-09-
2019) 
68

 https://www.workers.org/2019/08/16/whats-behind-
hong-kong-protests/ (22-09-2019) 

WeChat social media campaign against equal 

marriage rights for same sex couples, and the “Safe 

Schools” program during the 2016 election 

campaign.69 Yet Ms Liu’s ultra-conservatism, and 

membership of the Liberal Party, was not enough 

to shield her from a New Cold War witch-hunt.  

Day after day, workers in Australia are beset by a 

corporate media (especially the government 

owned ABC) slur against virtually anything to do 

with the People’s Republic of China (PRC). Lurid 

tales of the PRC allegedly repressing ethnic 

minorities, overtly monitoring their people with 

social credit systems and facial recognition 

cameras and supposed debt-trap lending to Pacific 

nations, are retailed ad nauseum. All of these 

stories distort the truth beyond recognition, yet 
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 https://www.smh.com.au/politics/federal/completely-
abhorrent-julia-banks-slams-former-liberal-colleague-liu-
20190416-p51ek1.html (22-09-2019) 
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 they still appear. Capitalist states must have an

adversary, or create one, lest its own workers turn 

their justifiable grievances against their own rulers. 

This becomes even more urgent when capitalism 

enters economic crisis, and even more urgent again 

when a large country in its region is literally 

running laps around it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Socialism in the PRC, capitalism in Australia  

 

China’s rise as an economic power is noted by all 

classes, but it is causing serious concern for 

Australia’s ruling elite. They, like their patrons in 

the USA, are well aware that they must “do 

something” before being overtaken by the PRC 

economically, politically, financially and 

diplomatically. Australia’s capitalist economy is 

now stumbling along, effectively in recession. 

Many of the key economic indicators for Australia 

are at their worst point ever, and Australia is 

plummeting down the rankings of the OECD 

(Organisation for Economic Co-Operation and 

Development) countries. Australia now ranks 18th 

(out of 36, 36 being the lowest) for total numbers 

of unemployed, 21st in youth unemployment, 18th 

in economic growth, 20th in terms of lack of wage 

growth, 19th in terms of gross national savings, and 

28th in terms of unequal wealth distribution (the 

Gini coefficient).70 In short, Australia is following 

the USA, Europe and Japan in a long recession, 

which shows no sign of ending, and is plainly 

getting worse.  

Compare this bleak outlook to the situation of the 

PRC. In 2018, despite economic growth “slowing” 

to its lowest point in 28 years, it still had a growth 

rate of 6.6% - compared to Australia’s average 

1.5%, which is now 1.4%. The PRC’s economic 

output for last year was 1.4 trillion, which 

surpassed the total output of Australia for 2017, at 

1.32 trillion.71 Yet it is not just sheer economic data 

which is damning for the capitalist West. In January 

this year, the PRC became the first country in 

history to carry out a soft landing on the dark side 

of the moon,72 demonstrating its scientific and 

technological advances. This is also reflected in the 

top 500 world supercomputer ratings. PRC based 

companies in 2019 claimed 219 of the fastest and 

most powerful supercomputers, compared to the 

USA’s 119.73 In terms of high speed rail, the PRC 

has built and installed more than 25 000 kilometres 

of dedicated lines since 2008, which represents 

more than the total operating in the rest of the 

world.74 Australia, on the other hand, has no high 
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 https://independentaustralia.net/politics/politics-
display/australias-economy-has-deteriorated-under-the-
coalition,12644 (22-09-2019) 
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 https://www.scmp.com/economy/china-
economy/article/2188404/china-says-last-years-gdp-growth-
was-worth-more-australias (22-09-2019) 
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 https://www.space.com/42883-china-first-landing-moon-
far-side.html (22-09-2019) 
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 https://venturebeat.com/2019/06/17/top500-china-has-
219-of-the-worlds-fastest-supercomputers/ (22-09-2019) 
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 https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-
release/2019/07/08/chinas-experience-with-high-speed-rail-
offers-lessons-for-other-countries (22-09-2019) 

Above: China unveiled its new Maglev (Magnetic 

Levitation) high speed train, which can travel at speeds of 

up to 600 klm/hr. China’s rail industry is state owned, and 

is a significant section of its powerful workers’ state. The 

lack of a profit motive for rail expansion in the PRC is one 

reason it has leapt ahead, far in advance of the US and 

Australia. Image from NBC News. 
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speed rail, and is unlikely to obtain any in the 

foreseeable future. 

More figures demonstrating the contrast would be 

easy to find. It should be clear though, that in 

economic terms the PRC is moving forward, and 

Australia is moving backwards. This is because 

socialism in the PRC is the dominant mode of 

production, whereas in Australia we are stuck with 

capitalism – for now. The PRC has never had a 

recession, because the strategic means of 

production are all state owned or majority state 

owned, and the government runs five year 

economic plans. The PRC’s state ownership of the 

banks is a key factor in fireproofing their economy 

from the shocks of the recessions of the capitalist 

world. Economically, the PRC runs a socialist 

system – despite the inroads of free enterprise 

allowed by the CPC. There is much to criticise 

politically from a working class point of view – but 

mainly in terms of the lack of decision making 

power. Despite political limitations, the state and 

the economy of the PRC is still delivering gains for 

its workers, 70 years after its socialist revolution. 

Neutrality? 

One might assume that in an atmosphere of New 

Cold War red-baiting raised to unprecedented 

levels, a priority for Australian left parties would be 

to defend the PRC against what is essentially war 

propaganda from the liberal intelligentsia right up 

to the highest political offices of Canberra and 

Washington. Unfortunately, what prevails amongst 

most of them has recently been a rash of 

attempted neutrality, or a position of “we are 

against both sides”.  Yet even accounting for some 

justifiable left criticisms of the PRC and the CPC, 

the US vs China is a very real case of capitalism 

versus socialism. In this battle, working people 

internationally have a vital stake in the defence of 

socialism (even in the distorted form of the PRC) 

against capitalism (largely represented by Anglo-US 

imperialism). The shortcomings of socialism in the 

PRC (lack of workers’ decision making power, 

disallowance of non-CPC yet pro-socialist 

organisations) can only be addressed while 

defending the PRC against internal and external 

overthrow. Paraphrasing Leon Trotsky, those who 

will not defend past gains will not be able to win 

new ones. Therefore, workers defence of the PRC 

is bound up with any further advances for world 

socialism.  

 

 

 

 

 

Alas, some Australian left parties not only refuse to 

defend the PRC, but in practice join with imperialist 

propaganda against China, albeit with “left” 

overtones. The newly formed Australian 

Communist Party (ACP), in a review of the Netflix 

documentary American Factory, goes overboard 

with denunciations of alleged “Capitalism with 

Chinese Characteristics”75. The China based Fuyao 

Glass took over a defunct General Motors plant in 

Ohio, and began employing American workers. This 

in itself is indicative of the state of US capitalism 

versus the prosperity of the Chinese economy. The 

ACP review goes on to denounce the practices of 

Fuyao management, who allegedly attempt to 
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 https://www.auscp.org.au/militant-
monthly/2019/9/17/capitalism-with-chinese-characteristics-
key-lessons-from-american-
factory?fbclid=IwAR2XbjHqDMiALF2v_A9n4b5MoMmApdvoY
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Above: The logo of the China Construction Bank, one of 

the largest in the world. It is one of the Big Four banks 

in China, and all of them are state owned. These state 

owned banks are a core foundation of the workers’ 

state, and are used to fund credit for infrastructure and 

construction. This provided credit drives profound 

economic growth which the capitalist economies of the 

West are not able to match. www.asifma.org 
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prevent workers in America from forming a Union, 

and mistreat them by threatening them with the 

sack if they do. The American workers struggle to 

understand why the Chinese workers generally 

accept what management expects of them, even if 

they receive poor treatment.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The ACP infer that the actions of one Chinese 

owned company operating in the United States is 

symptomatic of what occurs in the PRC, and that it 

is as bad, or worse, than what occurs in the US. The 

nature of work in the PRC compared to the US is a 

huge discussion – but the ACP dismiss this as their 

superficial analysis of the PRC is that it is 

“capitalist”, where most industry is allegedly 

privately owned. This is a long way from reality. 

Suffice to say that Unions in a workers state which 

is attempting to build socialism play a very 

different role to Unions in a capitalist state which is 

a mainstay of world imperialism. The role of Unions 

in a workers’ state is not that of total opposition to 

their own government or to their own building of 

socialism. It is to protect workers interests while 

also assisting and defending the basis of their 

independence from world imperialism – the 

socialist state. Unions in a capitalist state, on the 

other hand, need to oppose both their own 

government and “their own” capitalist state – 

which is the basis of their oppression. This is 

anathema to the ACP, however, who overlook the 

vast differences between the PRC and the US, and 

dismiss both as “capitalist”. 

In real world politics, it is impossible to be 

“neutral” or to imagine that one is against both the 

US and China. As long as imperialism exists, taking 

a position of “neither the US nor China” means in 

practice siding with imperialism, despite intentions. 

The US Empire can skilfully use “defence of 

workers’ rights” to aid their political, economic and 

military campaign against Red China. This fools 

some workers in the capitalist West, and even 

some self-described “Communist” parties. The ACP 

is the first cab of the rank on this score. One does 

not have to look very far to discover that, in fact, 

American Factory was produced by none other 

than the former President and First Lady of the 

United States, the Obamas!!76 The recent former 

Commander in Chief of the US Empire did not just 

endorse American Factory, but helped to produce 

it. By your friends ye shall know thee, as the saying 

goes. The ACP finds itself in very unsavoury 

company indeed.  

China as “imperialist” ? 

A graphic demonstration of how it is impossible to 

remain neutral in a Cold War is proffered by 

Socialist Alternative (SAlt). In an editorial of Red 

Flag, they declare that the new Cold War is being 

fought by “two reactionary imperialist states” 

where there is “no good side” !77 The falsity of this 

position is immediately brought into stark relief, as 
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 https://qz.com/quartzy/1700915/american-factory-makes-
barack-and-michelle-obama-2020-oscar-contenders/ (25-09-
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77

 https://redflag.org.au/node/6876 (25-09-2019) 

Above: The Netflix documentary “American Factory”. The 

contents of this documentary is used by the ACP to rail 

against US and Chinese “capitalism”. But the 

documentary is actually the first produced by former US 

President and his partner – the Obamas!  The ACP has 

found some strange allies. www.arre.co.in 
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in the same editorial, they grandstand about 

“standing with Hong Kong and the Uyghurs”.78  It 

should hardly need explaining that right now, Hong 

Kong and Xinjiang are the key crystallisations of 

counter-revolutionary CIA backed intrigue against 

Red China. Imperialist backed rioters in Hong Kong 

have wreaked havoc for the last three months, 

terrorising bystanders going about their daily lives, 

who might disagree with them.79  The far Western 

Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region (XAUR) has 

also been targeted by the Pentagon, over 

transparently false claims that the PRC government 

is preventing Uyghur Muslims from practicing their 

religion. The outrageous claim that the PRC is 

detaining one million Uyghurs in detention camps 

has been exposed as a furphy.80  

The irony is strong. SAlt claim to oppose both US 

(real imperialism) and Chinese “imperialism”, but 

in practice go on to openly and loudly assist key US 

imperialist political assaults on the PRC. SAlt’s 

forerunners in the International Socialist 

Organisation proclaimed “neither Washington nor 

Moscow” in the 1980s when the Soviet Union was 

still in place. In practice, this position always meant 

support for Washington against Moscow, by way of 

reserving the strongest opposition to “totalitarian” 

socialism through covert endorsement of 

“democratic” imperialism. In the same way, today’s 

effective slogan of “neither Washington nor 

Beijing” means in practice political support for 

Washington against Beijing. In reality, this means 

siding with capitalism against socialism – clearly 

the wrong position for workers.  

Not to be outdone, the Socialist Alliance (SAll) also 

chime in with the China bashing, under the guise of 

“a plague on both your houses”. Echoing SAlt, SAll 

write that “In the conflict between the US and 
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 https://thegrayzone.com/2018/08/23/un-did-not-report-
china-internment-camps-uighur-muslims/ (25-09-2019) 

China, we should not support either side.”81 But 

this is immediately exposed as false, as SAll shout 

to the heavens about the need to support 

“democracy” (!) in Hong Kong, Tibet and Xinjiang. 

These three regions are targeted for 

destabilisation, chaos and – the US state 

department hopes – the spreading of anti-

government action throughout China, leading to 

regime change. The more the PRC necessarily 

builds up its military defences – vital for defence 

against an external imperialist assault – the more 

the US state department depends on the funding 

of internal pro-capitalist (“democracy”) dissidents 

within China. The capitalism allowed in Hong Kong 

has meant a substantial section of right-wing youth 

are able to be recruited as counter-revolutionary 

rioters. The separatists still remain wholly in the 

minority, however.  

The imperial left are wrong – workers have a vital 

stake in the conflict between the real imperialism 

of the US and the rising socialism of the PRC. 

Regardless of justifiable left-wing criticism of the 

CPC, workers internationally must act to defend 

the PRC workers’ state, whether deformed or not. 

This means calling for unconditional military 

defence of the PRC against internal and external 

political, diplomatic, economic and military moves 

against Beijing. It is vital that socialism be defended 

and extended from the workers’ states to the 

centres of Western imperialism – the US, Europe, 

Japan and Australia.  

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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RELEASE JULIAN ASSANGE! 
(We reprint below some Frequently Asked 
Questions in relation to Julian Assange, the founder 
of Wikileaks. He is still facing possible extradition to 
the US to face charges of “espionage”, even though 
no crime has been committed. Workers must 
mobilise to for the immediate release of Julian 
Assange and the dropping of all charges. Apart 
from the base cruelty inflicted, elementary 
democratic rights are at stake. For footnotes please 
refer to the online version. Article is sourced from 
www.justice4assange.com) 

Has the US indicted Julian Assange? 

Yes. 

The ACLU said: ""Any prosecution of Mr. Assange 
for WIkileaks publishing operations would be 
unprecedented and unconstitutional, and would 
open the door to criminal investigations of other 
news organizations. Moreover, prosecuting a 
foreign publisher for violating U.S. secrecy laws 
would set an especially dangerous precedent for 
U.S. journalists, who routinely violate foreign 

secrecy laws to deliver information vital to the 
public’s interest." 

Human Rights Watch said: “Deeply troubling if the 
Trump administration, which has shown little 
regard for media freedom, would charge Assange 
for receiving from a government official and 
publishing classified information–exactly what 
journalists do all the time." 

Committee to Protect Journalists said: "We are 
closely monitoring reports that prosecutors have 
prepared a sealed indictment against Julian 
Assange [...] While the charges are not known, we 
would be concerned by a prosecution that 
construes publishing government documents as a 
crime. This would set a dangerous precedent that 
could harm all journalists, whether inside or 
outside the United States." 

WikiLeaks has publicised the Inter-American Court 
of Human Rights decision as a major win for Mr. 
Assange. How does this win get implemented in 
the UK if it is a regional American court? 

https://theintercept.com/2019/04/11/the-u-s-governments-indictment-of-julian-assange-poses-grave-threats-to-press-freedoms/
https://web.archive.org/save/https:/twitter.com/jdakwar/status/1063411987600818176
https://web.archive.org/save/https:/twitter.com/KenRoth/status/1063335936031899653
https://web.archive.org/save/https:/cpj.org/2018/11/us-has-filed-secret-charges-against-julian-assange.php
https://justice4assange.com/IMG/pdf/Inter-American_Court_Advisory_Opinion_OC-25-18-2.pdf
https://justice4assange.com/IMG/pdf/Inter-American_Court_Advisory_Opinion_OC-25-18-2.pdf
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Mr. Assange’s rights have been vindicated at both 
the UN and the Inter-American Court of Human 
Rights, which is the equivalent of the European 
Court of Human Rights. The decision was 
requested by Ecuador during the previous 
government. Mr. Assange’s legal team presented 
an Amicus Curiae Brief to the Court. 

The Court’s decision does not just vindicate Mr. 
Assange’s asylum, it is also a milestone for the 
rights of refugees: it examines the way in which the 
legal regimes of international refugee/asylum law 
and international human rights law have evolved 
since 1948, to become mutually reinforcing and 
complementary legal regimes. 

Ecuador is the state that requested the Court’s 
opinion and is consequently bound to its 
interpretation. This limits what Ecuador can and 
cannot do, and enables Mr. Assange to take legal 
action against the government if its actions are not 
congruent with the Court’s opinion. 

The nature of the Inter-American Court on Human 
Rights as an international court makes its 
judgments of importance to other international 
courts such as the European Court of Human 
Rights. 

The Inter-American Court’s Advisory Opinion has 
aroused massive interest. A total of 61 Amicus 
Curiae briefs were presented to the Court by 
academics, refugee organisations and member 
states. In addition to this, the Amicus Brief 
presented by Mr. Assange’s team was endorsed by 
twenty international law academics and nine non-
governmental organisations. 

When did Assange enter the embassy, and why is 
he there? 

Julian Assange entered the embassy on June 19, 
2012 and applied for political asylum, seeking 
protection from US political persecution and 
attempts to imprison him over his work as the 
publisher of WikiLeaks. He was granted political 
asylum after the UK and Sweden refused to give an 
assurance that they would not extradite him to the 
US over WikiLeaks publications. The US formally 
started grand jury proceedings against him in May 
2010. 

US Attorney General Jeff Sessions has confirmed 
that arresting Mr. Assange is a "priority". 

CIA Director Mike Pompeo (now US Secretary of 
State) has stated that Julian Assange "has no First 
Amendment Rights" and has described WikiLeaks 
as a "non-state hostile intelligence agency" 

Under oath, top US intelligence chiefs have 
admitted that they have found no evidence to 
suggest WikiLeaks colluded with Russia: 

In 2017 then FBI director James Comey told 
Congress: "[Assange] hasn’t been apprehended 
because he is in the Ecuadorian embassy in 
London". 

The UK refuses to confirm or deny whether it has 
received a US extradition warrant. The US 
government has pursued a grand jury against Mr. 
Assange since 2010 — which is what led to his 
asylum in 2012. 

Why is Assange not allowed to receive visitors, 
access the Internet or receive or make any phone 
calls? 

Since 28 March 2018, the government of Ecuador 
has imposed a regime of isolation on Assange, 
which means that he may receive no visitors other 
than his lawyers, and is kept incommunicado from 
friends and family through the government’s 
installation of signal jammers which interfere with 
wifi and phone signals. The government has also 
imposed a gag on any public statements and 
interviews. 

The situation is grave. Former President Rafael 
Correa, who decided to grant Assange asylum in 
2012, has described his treatment by the current 
government as "torture". 

Human Rights Watch’s General Counsel, Dinah 
PoKempner, to whom Ecuador refused access to 
Assange wrote that Assange’s asylum "looks more 
and more like solitary confinement-
>https://twitter.com/DinahPoKempner/...] and 
Human Rights Watch has called on the UK to issue 
an assurance that it will not extradite Assange to 
the US as a way to resolve the situation. 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=17012&LangID=E
http://corteidh.or.cr/index.php/en
http://www.corteidh.or.cr/docs/opiniones/seriea_25_esp.pdf
http://www.julianburnside.com.au/whatsinside/uploads/2017/06/Amicus_brief_English.pdf
https://justice4assange.com/Inter-American-Court-on-Human.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2017/04/20/politics/julian-assange-wikileaks-us-charges/index.html
https://www.c-span.org/video/?427708-1/fbi-director-defends-decision-reveal-clinton-email-probe-election&t=30&start=5827
https://theintercept.com/2018/05/16/ecuadors-ex-president-rafael-correa-denounces-treatment-of-julian-assange-as-torture/
https://twitter.com/DinahPoKempner/status/980623189263966209
https://www.hrw.org/news/2018/06/19/uk-should-reject-extraditing-julian-assange-us


RED FIRE                 OCTOBER 2019 Page 39 
 

The government has falsely claimed that Assange 
had agreed to restrict his freedom of speech. 

The government has falsely stated that his 
protection from political persecution is contingent 
on his censorship. There is no legal basis for this 
claim, and in fact, the interference with his basic 
rights that has been imposed violates both the 
Ecuadorian Constitution and binding international 
legal instruments. 

In practice, Mr. Assange’s continued protection 
depends on Ecuador’s competing interests of 
complying with existing legal commitments to 
protect Assange on the one hand and its changing 
political and economic priorities, on the other. 

Why does the US government want to prosecute 
Assange? 

A US grand jury investigation has been ongoing 
since May 2010 with the purpose of bringing a case 
against Mr. Assange over WikiLeaks publications. 
Efforts to prosecute Mr. Assange have expanded 
under the Trump administration to include 
WikiLeaks groundbreaking series on the CIA 
published last year. Mr. Assange faces up to life 
imprisonment for multiple charges including 
conspiracy, theft, and electronic espionage—a 
terrorism offence. 

President Trump’s CIA director Mike Pompeo 
stated that Mr. Assange has "no First Amendment 
rights" and that the CIA is working to "take down" 
WikiLeaks. The US Senate intelligence committee 
has tabled legislation to declare WikiLeaks a "non 
state intelligence service" and that the US 
government should "treat it accordingly". 

Julian published two (1, 2) responses in the 
Washington Post. 

What’s so unusual about the United Kingdom’s 
actions against Mr. Assange? 

The UK remains in violation of a United Nations 
decision from 2016 that Mr. Assange is being 
subjected to Arbitrary Detention. The UK 
government refuses to release most of its internal 
communications relating to Mr. Assange saying 
that to do so would compromise the United 
Kingdom’s national security and diplomatic 

relations. The UK police surveillance spend against 
Mr. Assange was last divulged in October 2015, 
when the UK government admitted to having spent 
more than £13.2m. Following this admission, the 
budget for the police operation became classified 
because, as Metropolitan Police Chief said at the 
time, "the public are not necessarily supportive of 
it." The cost is estimated to have exceeded £21 
million by February 2018. 

How is Mr. Assange’s health considering he’s been 
arbitrarily detained without access to sunlight or 
fresh air since 19 June 2012? 

Several doctors have recently confirmed 1,2 that 
Mr. Assange’s health is in an increasingly 
dangerous condition. The UN found that his 
arbitrary detention is "cruel, inhuman and 
degrading" and tantamount to torture. 

How did the Swedish matter end? 

The extradition warrant from Sweden was revoked 
on 19 May 2017, when the prosecutor also closed 
the entire underlying investigation. Having 
obtained Mr. Assange’s testimony, the prosecutor 
decided it would be disproportionate to proceed. 

The investigation had already been found to be 
baseless by Stockholm’s senior prosecutor, Eva 
Finne, who found that the conduct alleged by the 
police "disclosed no crime at all". SMS messages 
from the alleged complainant made public in 2015 
showed that she "did not want to accuse Assange 
of anything", that she felt "railroaded by police and 
others around her", and "police made up the 
charges". 

The UK’s role in the Swedish affair was exposed in 
emails obtained under Freedom of Information Act 
which revealed that Sweden moved to drop the 
investigation in 2013, but the UK Crown 
Prosecution Service persuaded Sweden to keep it 
alive. Emails show the UK advised Sweden not to 
interview Mr. Assange in the UK in 2011 and 2012. 

UK prosecutors admitted to deleting key emails 
concerning Assange and engaged in elaborate 
attempts to keep correspondence from the public 
record. 

https://theintercept.com/2018/05/16/ecuadors-ex-president-rafael-correa-denounces-treatment-of-julian-assange-as-torture/
https://theintercept.com/2018/05/16/ecuadors-ex-president-rafael-correa-denounces-treatment-of-julian-assange-as-torture/
https://wikileaks.org/google-warrant/press.html
https://www.csis.org/analysis/discussion-national-security-cia-director-mike-pompeo/?block1)
https://www.csis.org/analysis/discussion-national-security-cia-director-mike-pompeo/?block1)
https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2017/oct/20/cia-working-take-down-wikileaks-threat-agency-chie/
https://archive.org/details/CSPAN_20170414_033500_CIA_Director_Calls_WikiLeaks_A_Non-State_Hostile_Intelligence_Service%3chttps:/archive.org/details/%3e
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/julian-assange-wikileaks-has-the-same-mission-as-the-post-and-the-times/2017/04/11/23f03dd8-1d4d-11e7-a0a7-8b2a45e3dc84_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/julian-assange-the-cia-director-is-waging-war-on-truth-tellers-like-wikileaks/2017/04/25/b8aa5cfc-29c7-11e7-a616-d7c8a68c1a66_story.html
https://justice4assange.com/UN-Working-Group-Decision.html
https://www.theguardian.com/media/2018/jan/24/julian-assanges-health-in-dangerous-condition-say-doctors
https://blogs.bmj.com/bmj/2018/06/22/sean-love-access-medical-care-must-guaranteed-julian-assange/#_ftn1
https://justice4assange.com/UN-Working-Group-Decision.html
https://justice4assange.com/UN-Working-Group-Decision.html
https://justice4assange.com/Assange-Testimony.html
http://www.scribd.com/doc/80912442/Agreed-Facts-Assange-Case
https://www.theguardian.com/media/2018/feb/11/sweden-tried-to-drop-assange-extradition-in-2013-cps-emails-show
https://www.theguardian.com/media/2018/feb/11/sweden-tried-to-drop-assange-extradition-in-2013-cps-emails-show
http://espresso.repubblica.it/internazionale/2015/10/16/news/five-years-confined-new-foia-documents-shed-light-on-the-julian-assange-case-1.235129
http://espresso.repubblica.it/internazionale/2015/10/16/news/five-years-confined-new-foia-documents-shed-light-on-the-julian-assange-case-1.235129
https://www.theguardian.com/media/2017/nov/10/uk-prosecutors-admit-destroying-key-emails-from-julian-assange-case
https://www.theguardian.com/media/2017/nov/10/uk-prosecutors-admit-destroying-key-emails-from-julian-assange-case
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