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Above: The Russian SU-35, which was used to take out ISIS in Syria. Image from www.ronpaulinstitute.org 

RUSSIA: FRIEND OR FOE?  
By Adam Baker 

The New Cold War is raging. Day after day, the 

world’s working people are bombarded with 

Western propaganda targeting Russia, and it’s 

President Vladimir Putin. Hilary Clinton, the now 

defeated US presidential candidate, in 2014 

compared Russia’s moves to hand passports to 

Russians outside Russia’s borders, as being akin 

to what Hitler did in the 1930s.1 The supreme 

irony of Clinton attempting to slur President Putin 

with the Hitler tag, while the US was 

                                                           
1
 https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/post-

politics/wp/2014/03/05/hillary-clinton-says-putins-action-
are-like-what-hitler-did-back-in-the-30s/ (19-11-2016) 

simultaneously removing an elected government 

in Ukraine, and installing one openly backed by 

Hitler following Nazis and other fascists, is 

striking.2 The slur is enough though, for the 

purposes of the US ruling class – Russia is the 

enemy, and Putin is the new Hitler. Facts and 

reality are never allowed to stand in the way.  

 

We had the Australian ruling class, via former PM 

Tony Abbott, screaming that Russia, and even 

Putin himself, was responsible for the shooting 

down of Malaysian Airlines flight MH17 over 
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 http://www.huffingtonpost.com/chris-ernesto/the-irony-

of-clintons-com_b_4914972.html (19-11-2016) 
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Ukraine,3 all without a shred of evidence. We had 

some Russian athletes being banned from 

participating in the Rio Olympic Games, on 

spurious charges that the entire Russian team 

was involved in doping programmes. This was a 

gross violation of the Olympic Charter, not to 

speak of being manifestly unfair.4 US athletes 

who had previously served a sentence for doping 

were allowed to take part, whereas Russian 

athletes in the same situation were automatically 

banned.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then followed the disgraceful banning from the 

Paralympics of the entire Russian Paralympic 

Team, on allegations of systemic doping.5 Little 

could beneath the human condition than to deny 

disabled people, who had trained for years, the 

opportunity to compete in their favourite sport 

simply because the nationality stamped on their 

passport. And this on the basis of totally 

unproven allegations. Needless to say, a win in 

any sport, let alone the Paralympics, has little 

                                                           
3
 https://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/nov/12/tony-

abbott-vladimir-putin-consider-apology-compensation-
mh17 (19-11-2016) 
4
 http://theduran.com/heres-russian-athletes-unfairly-

banned-olympics/ (19-11-2016) 
5
 http://www.bbc.com/sport/disability-sport/37002582 

(19-11-2016) 

meaning if your opponents are banned from 

competing.  

Before this, we had the spectacle of the US all of 

a sudden discovering the “corruption” of the 

International Federation of Associations Football 

(FIFA) head Sepp Blatter, soon after awarding 

Russia the hosting rights for the 2018 World Cup. 

Instead of pursuing mega-corporate tax avoiders, 

crooked bankers or arms dealers, Washington 

pressured the Zurich based FIFA to extradite FIFA 

officials to the US to face corruption charges.6  

FIFA has for decades been suspected of taking 

bribes for favours, but the US jumped soon after 

Russia was awarded hosting rights.  

In 2014, Russia was unceremoniously dumped 

from the G8 group of the world’s leading 

economies. It then became the G7, comprising 

the United States of America, Germany, the 

United Kingdom, France, Canada, Japan and 

Italy.7 The reason? The sanctimonious imperialist 

powers could not accept Russia’s alleged 

contravention of international law over the 

“annexation” of Crimea! That is, when, in March 

2014, over 95% of Crimeans overwhelmingly 

voted to re-join Russia.8 When people vote 

against the interests of imperialism, even by a 

margin of 95%, imperialism refuses to recognise 

it, and goes on to accuse Russia of breaking 

international law. A fantasy writer could not write 

such a script. 

Then we have the very real military threats being 

arrayed against Russia. In May 2016, North 

Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) forces 

installed and opened Aegis Ashore missile bases 

in Romania and Poland, which will be operated by 

                                                           
6
 http://www.globalresearch.ca/washington-wages-war-on-

international-soccer/5452281 (19-11-2016) 
7
 http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2588490/G8-G7-

leaders-kick-Russia-Its-not-big-problem-says-Putins-foreign-
minister.html (19-11-2016) 
8
 https://www.rt.com/news/crimea-vote-join-russia-210/ 

(19-11-2016) 

Editorial Note: 

The former “ML Group” is now the Workers 

League.  

RED FIRE  will continue publication 

according to its normal schedule. 

We encourage our readers to visit the new 

website: www.redfireonline.com 

We welcome any queries or feedback. Please 

get in touch. 

 

Workers League 

PO Box 66 Nundah QLD 4012 

E: workersleague@redfireonline.com 

Ph: 0421 408 692 
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US Army Officers.9 The US farcically claims that 

the missile defence systems will be used to 

defend themselves against “rogue states” such as 

Iran, when the target is clearly Russia. The 

Russian government understandably protested 

the threat to regional and global security. 

Unstated was the increased risk of nuclear war.  

 

On top of this, actual NATO troop deployments in 

Eastern Europe have reached their highest level 

since the height of the original Cold War. In 

response to the “annexation” of Crimea, in 

reality, the voluntary reuniting with Russia, NATO 

had already deployed a battle group of 4000 

troops into Eastern Europe. Now, they will be 

backed by 40 000 NATO troops, in a “rapid 

reaction force”, which will rotate through the 

Baltic States of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania, and 

Poland.10 What, pray tell, is Russia supposed to 

do in the face of the largest numbers of NATO 

troops massing on its borders since the USSR?  

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
9
 https://www.newcoldwar.org/new-nato-threats-in-

eastern-europe-as-poland-romania-to-install-u-s-missile-
system/ (19-11-2016) 
10

 http://www.zerohedge.com/news/2016-10-26/nato-
pushing-biggest-military-build-russias-borders-cold-war 
(19-11-2016) 

If this was not enough, in October Russia was 

kicked out of the United Nations Human Rights 

Council, over alleged “human rights” abuses in 

Syria, but Saudi Arabia was re-elected.11 That is, 

Russia has, at the invitation of the Syrian 

government, intervened to strike out ISIS and Al-

Qaeda terrorists, preventing more human rights 

atrocities being carried out by Western armed 

mercenaries. Saudi Arabia, on the other hand, has 

mercilessly bombed thousands of Yemenis to 

death in their own country, while funnelling arms 

and millions of dollars in funding to the very 

mercenaries Russia is doing its best to prevent 

from slaughtering innocent Syrians. Yet Saudi 

Arabia is welcomed back on to the UN Human 

Rights Council, but Russia is kicked out. Welcome 

to double standards, imperialist style.  

Imperialism comes in many forms – it is not 

simply the military takeover and occupation of 

smaller countries. In addition to the military 

spectrum, it is forceful in political, diplomatic and 

economic spheres. It is ever present in the 

corporate media, stretching into literature and 

screen entertainment. It bombards people in a 

myriad of different ways. It is so intense it 

becomes difficult for working people to question 

it, let alone resist it. But resist it we must, and we 

know that imperialism is vulnerable to a 

challenge, as its history potentially nears its end. 

It is up to the political left to lead this struggle 

against imperialism, first in the sphere of politics. 

In the face of imperialist propaganda, one would 

assume that the first duty of the left is to seek to 

directly counter the barrage. With regard to 

Russia, it would appear logical that the first duty 

would be to challenge and break down the 

imperialist propaganda being levelled unfairly, 

and, we could say, hysterically. If the US Empire 

and all of its acolytes blusters that Russia is the 

enemy, and Putin is the new Hitler, even a rank 

and file trade unionist would at least question 
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 http://www.salon.com/2016/10/28/russia-kicked-off-u-
n-human-rights-council-but-saudi-arabia-was-re-elected/ 
(19-11-2016) 

Above: In October 2016, Russia was essentially kicked 

out of the United Nations (UN) Human Rights Council, 

over alleged abuses of human rights in Syria. At the 

same time, Saudi Arabia, which had been arming and 

funding barbaric mercenaries  wreaking immeasurable 

destruction in Syria, was re-elected. Russia, at the 

invitation of the Syrian government, had intervened to 

assist in Syria’s defence.  Yrjoperskeles.blogspot.com 
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such claims. Others are able to conduct their own 

independent research to verify, or discount, such 

claims. What would be impermissible, from a left-

wing, pro-working class point of view, would be 

to repeat some of the imperialist propaganda 

against Russia, or even argue their case using 

some of their argumentation.  Unfortunately, 

some left parties fall victim to the “ideological 

bullets of the bourgeoisie”, which on other issues 

they are quite capable of deflecting. 

Trotskyist Platform (TP) is one such left party 

which falls under the spell of imperialist 

psychological warfare with regard to Russia. 

While on most other issues, TP stoutly defends 

the interests of the international working class, 

when it comes to Russia, their sense of objectivity 

is thrown out of the window. TP released a 

statement commenting on the election of Donald 

Trump and the Republicans to the White House 

following the November 8 ballot in the US. It 

makes some supportable comments regarding 

the need to counter the encouragement of racist, 

far-right political elements which may be 

emboldened to target people of colour, migrants 

and others. It also correctly warns against the 

dangers of promoting protectionism, as the 

nationalist aspect of this “solution” creates 

further dangers for working people. However, 

when it turns to international issues, the 

statement ventures onto a perilous path. 

Leninism?  

Under the sub-head “Implications for the Leninist 

Program on International Questions”, TP makes 

the astounding claim that one of US President-

elect Donald Trump’s aims is to draw Russia into 

a “capitalist super-alliance” which will be used 

against the US’s European imperialist rivals, and 

more specifically, against China.12 In subsequent 

paragraphs TP indicate that the influence of other 

factors may prevent this, but that it remains 
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 http://www.trotskyistplatform.com/as-a-hard-right-
racist-bigot-enters-the-white-house-oppose-economic-
nationalism-protectionism/ (21-11-2016) 

“quite possible”. Where has TP been? Do the 

substantial US political, military and diplomatic 

manoeuvres against Russia, which were hot long 

before the war on Syria got under way, and have 

continued at fever pitch since, count for 

anything?  What about the NATO missiles being 

installed in Poland, Romania – all aimed at 

Russia?  40 000 NATO troops cycling through the 

Baltic states right on the border with Russia – 

does this indicate anything? Threats of Russia 

being thrown out of the Olympics – when within 

living memory was the US boycott of the Moscow 

Olympics in 1980? Extensive US sanctions being 

applied to Russia – are these part of a Cold or Hot 

War?  

 

 

 

 

 

TP claim to be Leninist, and thus seek to advise 

the working class to follow “Leninist” principles. It 

stretches the imagination, however, to hold that 

Leninists today, in 2016, should stridently oppose 

the Russian state, and the Russian President, 

almost to the same level as the US state and the 

US President. One of Lenin’s firmest principles 

was that Marxists should always uphold the 

absolute equality of all nations. This was not to 

reinforce nationalism, but on the contrary, to 

create the conditions for the undermining of 

Above: Russian athletes at the Sochi Winter Olympics. 

At the Rio Olympics, 67 of Russia’s 387 athletes were 

banned from competing, on spurious evidence of a 

“state sponsored doping program”. In reality, doping in 

professional sport is a world wide problem. The unfair 

targeting of Russia is part of the West’s New Cold War 

provocations. Image from www.dailymail.co.uk 
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nationalism. If the equality of all nations was 

achieved, then the struggle of the working class 

has fewer constraints, which gives it unbridled 

impetus. Given that the equality of all nations is 

not possible under imperialism, the call for the 

equality of all nations essentially becomes a 

demand, or an actual struggle, for socialism. 

 

 

 

 

 

The incredible double standard which imperialism 

applies to Russia in recent years has stuck out like 

a warning beacon. From the ignoring of the vote 

of over 95% of Crimeans to re-join Russia, to the 

evidence-lacking blame placed on Russia for the 

alleged shooting down of Malaysian Airlines flight 

MH17, to being thrown out of the Paralympics, 

kicked off the UN Human Rights Council to being 

booted out of the G8, it is clear that Russia is 

being targeted by ALL imperialist states, not just 

the US. At times some German politicians may 

make some noises about opposing the US drive to 

war against Russia, or even easing the sanctions 

on Russia.13 Overall, though, the European NATO 

partners appear far more willing to join with the 

US against Russia, economically and militarily, 
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 http://www.reuters.com/article/us-ukraine-crisis-
germany-steinmeier-idUSKCN0Z50AI (21-11-2016) 

than the US is to work with Russia against the 

European NATO partners.  

TP appear to follow a formula. Russia is a 

capitalist state which is headed by a capitalist 

government. Therefore, it must be the enemy of 

all working people under all circumstances and all 

conditions. While Leninists can certainly agree on 

the capitalist nature of the Russian state, Lenin 

himself would pour scorn on such a rigid 

application of a political position. Lenin would be 

the first to emphasise the “concrete analysis of 

concrete conditions”. When all of world 

imperialism, led by the US, is targeting Russia, 

and indeed threatening it, and the world, with 

nuclear annihilation, one would think that 

“Leninists”, or pro-socialist working people, 

would seek to defend the target of world 

imperialism, rather than join in with the 

imperialist propaganda war. Not so for TP.  

“Imperialism” 

Why the hostility of TP towards Russia? It seems 

that TP’s actual position is that Russia is 

imperialist, not just capitalist. However, they 

seem unwilling to argue that position publicly. 

Nonetheless, they point to it in their statement 

on Trump’s electoral victory. They claim that a 

Trump administration  

“will be, in effect, an alliance of hard-right 

wingers like himself and more mainstream 

figures from the right wing of the Republican 

Party. The latter are less inclined to an alliance 

with Russia as they believe the U.S. is strong 

enough not to share its spoils with any 

emerging power and do not want to allow a 

new player into the imperialist club.” 14 

This passage indicates that TP believes that Russia 

is in a position, at least, to “become imperialist”, 

or that it is next in line to be the next imperialist. 

The debate about whether or not Russia is 

imperialist requires an extensive separate study. 
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 http://www.trotskyistplatform.com/as-a-hard-right-
racist-bigot-enters-the-white-house-oppose-economic-
nationalism-protectionism/ (22-11-2016) 

Above: In early 2014, in the wake of a NATO installed 

coup against the government of Ukraine, backed by 

fascists and Nazis, a referendum on the status of Crimea 

was held. 96.8% of Crimeans voted to re-join Russia. 

Western media referred to this as a Russian 

“annexation” of Crimea!!  www.voal-online.ch 
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However, if the TP position is that Russia is a 

capitalist state which is on the verge of becoming 

imperialist, we have to say that this is a delusion. 

Russia is a middle ranking capitalist state, with a 

relatively strong military – but even the military 

strength pales in comparison with the lead 

imperialist – the United States. Russia currently is 

nowhere near “becoming imperialist” – 

economically, politically or militarily. 

TP at least has to angle in the direction of naming 

Russia as imperialist, however, because only a 

real imperialist state can rival the lead imperialist. 

And doing so enables TP to engage in a moral 

equivalence between the US and Russia. The 

classic case of moral equivalence was that of 

liberals during the 1930s (and afterwards), when 

they equated the Soviet Union under Stalin and 

Nazi Germany under Hitler as both equally bad 

“totalitarian states” – which ignored the essential 

class differences between the two. The effect of 

the liberal’s position, as always, is to end up 

siding with “democratic” capitalism. Similarly, 

TP’s position of opposing both Russia and the US 

in virtually equal measure, in practice pushes 

them and their supporters into the camp of 

imperialism. To imply that Russia and the US are, 

in effect, “both as bad as each other” - in practice 

ends in backing the stronger side – in this case 

the US Empire. 

Syria  

The working class of Syria, not to speak of 

workers the world over, however, would quickly 

smack down the idea of Russia being just as bad 

as the US. In Syria, the masses have seen and 

experience the horrific reality of US imperialism 

thrown down upon them. The arming and 

funding of barbaric ISIS and Al-Qaeda 

mercenaries slaughtering thousands in the most 

gruesome ways imaginable, is the Syrian 

experience of the US empire. What has been their 

experience with Russia? Assistance – after a 

period of time admittedly – genuine aid, and the 

almost total elimination of the deadly threat to 

their lives! Russian military intervention into Syria 

prevented regime change, prevented wider war, 

and possibly also prevented World War III. On the 

US side – unmitigated slaughter and destruction 

of people standing in their own land. On the 

Russian side – friendly assistance to save them 

from extreme danger and imminent death. Is 

there no difference here?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TP at one time, had a position of defending Syria 

against the US/Saudi proxy mercenaries, and 

were very active in putting it forward. However, 

all this changed once Russia intervened at the 

invitation of the Syrian government on 

September 30, 2015. From that point, TP became 

very quiet on something which had been a major 

campaign for them. It is difficult not to draw the 

conclusion that TP’s virtual withdrawal from the 

defence of Syria came about because their 

position against Russia was exposed. If Russia was 

the big bad capitalist power which oppresses 

other countries, why did it save Syria (admittedly 

Above: A Trotskyist Platform banner at a rally in Sydney 

on 13 September 2015. The demands are for a defence 

of Syria against imperialism, and a call for opposition to 

the aggressive actions of the US and Australian ruling 

class against Syria. However, on September 30 2015,  

Russia, at the invitation of the Syrian government, 

intervened militarily against the US/Saudi backed 

mercenaries contained in groups such as Al Qaeda. 

From that moment, Trotskyist Platform fell silent, and, 

to our knowledge, made no further comment on the 

war, nor took further action against it. It is suspected 

that their line of opposition towards Russia was the 

reason. Image from www.trotskyistplatform.com 
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a long term ally – even going back to Soviet 

times) from total destruction? Why did it put 

itself in danger to assist a country being subjected 

to imperialist attack? This is not normal 

behaviour for capitalist states, to say the least.   

The fact is that Russia, despite being a capitalist 

state, and despite the administration harbouring 

some or many positions against the interests of 

the working class, almost single-handedly 

destroyed ISIS – the creation of the US, Saudi, 

Israeli, Qatari and Turkish states. Of course 

imperialism will continue to back ISIS so that it 

springs up elsewhere, in some other form. Yet in 

Syria, the ISIS scourge has, for now, effectively 

been put down. Russia made Syria their “Red 

Line”. Why? Perhaps the words of US State 

Department spokesperson John Kirby on 

September 27, 2016 might give an indication. 

Kirby stated that unless Russia “stops the 

violence”: 

 

“Extremist groups will continue to exploit the 

vacuums that are there in Syria to expand 

their operations, which could include attacks 

against Russian interests, perhaps even 

Russian cities. Russia will continue to send 

troops home in body bags, and will continue 

to lose resources, perhaps even aircraft.”15 

 

That is, the US openly threatening that the “extremist 

groups” - which they arm, fund and to a large extent 

direct, will attack “Russian interests, perhaps even 

Russian cities” !!  The US state has created an 

unspeakable horror in Syria, and then openly 

threatens to send it into Russia to attack Russian 

cities. Russia, on the other hand, has at its own 

expense, fought with the Syrian government and 

others to defeat this blight on humanity. Given this, 

can anyone – let alone TP – imply that Russia is “just 

as bad” as the United States?  

TP hints towards a near term position where they will 

officially abandon Syria to its fate. Claiming that a US-
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 https://www.rt.com/usa/360992-us-warns-russia-
violence/ (22-11-2016) 

Russia “capitalist super alliance” could be formed, 

they state, “….a U.S.-Russia capitalist super alliance is 

certainly quite possible and if it does transpire this 

may affect the position that communist 

internationalists should take towards events in 

Syria.”16 This sounds like TP getting ready to officially 

jump ship and go over to opposing the actions of 

Russia in Syria for aligning with the US Empire. There 

is no written position of such as yet. However, TP is 

mistaking a temporary alliance for the single purpose 

of eliminating ISIS in Syria, for an ongoing or more 

permanent alliance. Certainly Russia has been 

desperately trying to form a military alliance against 

the ISIS mercenaries, a move which has almost 

completely exposed the US Empire. The US, after 

whipping up a worldwide scare campaign about ISIS, 

could not openly intervene in Syria on the side of ISIS, 

and other mercenary groups they are backing. From 

what we can tell, Trump himself has so far only stated 

that he would be willing to join with Russia in the fight 

against ISIS. He has made no statement that we are 

aware of which proposes on ongoing alliance with 

Russia on a series of issues.  We must ask, does TP  

now propose opposition to an alliance of the US and 

Russia working together to eliminate ISIS?   

 

China 

TP’s strength has always been a clear defence of the 

Chinese workers’ state. In fact a defence of socialism, 

such as it exists, in China is perhaps their core 

position. However, they believe so strongly in this 

position – which is correct in itself from a working 

class point of view – that they appear to attempt to 

shape reality into fitting with their idiosyncratic 

political outlook. In their statement, TP claim that 

Trump’s aim is to draw Russia into an alliance against 

“socialistic” China.  As previously mentioned, they 

appear to confuse the almost embarrassing position 

of the US being forced to publicly oppose ISIS in words 

in relation to Syria, with something substantial. While 

the Russian government would certainly welcome an 

alliance with the US on many issues, the US ruling 

class is locked into mortal combat with Russia. Trump, 

as an outsider, perhaps cannot see or understand why 

this is.  
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https://www.rt.com/usa/360992-us-warns-russia-violence/
http://www.trotskyistplatform.com/as-a-hard-right-racist-bigot-enters-the-white-house-oppose-economic-nationalism-protectionism/
http://www.trotskyistplatform.com/as-a-hard-right-racist-bigot-enters-the-white-house-oppose-economic-nationalism-protectionism/
http://www.trotskyistplatform.com/as-a-hard-right-racist-bigot-enters-the-white-house-oppose-economic-nationalism-protectionism/
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Trump has indicated a willingness to work with Russia, 

and has suggested that V Putin is a strong leader who 

he thinks he would get on with. But we can see no 

evidence that the basis for Trump’s supposed 

overtures to Russia is to form an ongoing alliance 

against Red China. For one thing, one of the few 

election promises Trump now appears to honour is 

the tearing up of the Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP).17 

The TPP is the economic arm of the war against China. 

It was the economic arm of the “pivot to Asia”. 

Despite the betrayal of the leadership of socialist 

Vietnam, which signed up, the TPP was a dagger 

aimed directly at the People’s Republic of China – 

specifically its economic rise. For Trump to pull the US 

out of the TPP is to the strategic advantage, not 

disadvantage of China.  

It’s true that Trump’s motivation in withdrawing from 

the TPP is not for the benefit of China. Trump’s 

primary motivation appears to be an attempt to bring 

back US corporations which have expanded 

operations overseas, to advantage “rust belt” areas 

within the US. It’s also true that Trump has also 

indicated he will slap a 45% tariff on goods coming 

into the US from China. This could lead to a trade war; 

however one likely effect in that case could be 

increased trade between China and Russia.  Russia 

hardly has an interest in threatening this trade by 

joining TP’s alleged “capitalist super alliance” against 

China.  

President Putin 

A key aspect of the West’s New Cold War against 

Russia has been the ongoing demonization of its 

President V Putin. Bitter denunciations of Putin 

himself spew forth from the Western corporate media 

and liberal and conservative capitalist politicians alike. 

Partially, this is a desperate attempt to undermine a 

world leader which actually has some level of 

domestic support. Politicians in the West, who have 

overseen the decimation of working conditions, 

ongoing fruitless wars, the collapse of social services, 

deepening unemployment and so on, have never at 

any time been so loathed by their electors. They 

perhaps are bitterly jealous that Putin retains a great 

                                                           
17

 https://www.theguardian.com/us-
news/2016/nov/23/trump-dumps-the-tpp-conservatives-
rue-strategic-fillip-to-china (23-11-2016) 

deal of public support, and is seen as a “strong 

leader”.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To be sure, working people cannot give a blanket 

political endorsement to President Putin, or the 

Russian state. Yet working people must be aware of 

the need to directly counter an imperialist 

demonization campaign, which, along with serious 

NATO military provocations, has the potential to spark 

World War. World War, or even a regional war of 

NATO on Russia’s borders, would be a greater 

catastrophe for working people than concerns over 

Putin’s “homophobia” – although this issue does exist.  

A litany of Western NGOs condemn the 

“homophobia” by the Russian state as an effort to 

undermine or overthrow the Russian state, alongside 

allegations of corruption, lack of democracy and so 

on. It’s more than a little humorous to hear Western 

NGOs condemn Russia for a lack of democracy – when 

Above: Cartoon satirising Russian President Vladimir 

Putin scoring the goals of “Syria” and “Snowden” 

against US President Barack Obama. Whether or not we 

agree with the politics of V Putin or of that of the 

Russian state, an objective analysis shows that US plans 

for regime change in Syria, and a wider war, were 

prevented by the actions of Russia. Also, by not 

expelling the whistleblower Edward Snowden, and 

therefore preventing the US from prosecuting him, 

Russia has again stymied US designs. Actions such as 

this lead to many people viewing V Putin as a strong 

leader, as opposed to ineffectual Western leaders. 

Image from North East Ohio Media Group 

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2016/nov/23/trump-dumps-the-tpp-conservatives-rue-strategic-fillip-to-china
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2016/nov/23/trump-dumps-the-tpp-conservatives-rue-strategic-fillip-to-china
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2016/nov/23/trump-dumps-the-tpp-conservatives-rue-strategic-fillip-to-china
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the states which back them fund them to sabotage 

whatever form of democracy Russia practices. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Empire 

With the world experiencing dangerous times, who or 

what exactly should Leninists – or working people – 

regard as the chief adversary? Is it Russia, which has 

not waged war on any country? Which has, at least for 

now, saved the world from ISIS?  Is it Russia which has 

plundered the world with corporate globalisation? Is it 

Russia which threatens Third World countries with 

invasion if they do not virtually privatise their entire 

economies?  

Such questions do not require an answer. It should be 

obvious that the sickness which is infecting the world 

emanates from the only imperialism which exists, 

which is led by the US. Working people should be 

clear also, that the Australian ruling class is part of this 

Empire, and of course that working people in the US 

and internationally are allies in the struggle against 

this Empire. When the Empire attempts, by all manner 

of subterfuges, to implore us to believe that the real 

enemy is Russia, we can only laugh. It is extremely 

dangerous for working people to take on any 

imperialist propaganda, in any form. TP understands 

this in relation to China, but drop the ball in the case 

of Russia.  

Working people therefore need to defend Russia 

against US led imperialism, without at the same time 

endorsing the politics of the Russian state. The current 

Russian state is not a consistent ally against 

imperialism, despite being threatened by it. 

Nonetheless, Russia’s self-defence against NATO 

coincides with the interests of working people the 

world over.  Leninists above all, understand the need 

to use tactical flexibility without the sacrifice of 

political positions. Right now, a temporary and 

conditional alliance of working people with the 

Russian state is necessary for self-defence, as well as 

for the struggle for socialism. This is the political basis 

of the slogan: Hands Off Russia!  

Chicago Tribune 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: US President Barack Obama and Russian 

President Vladimir Putin in a sullen meeting at the G8 in 

2013 at Lough Erne, Enniskillen, Northern Ireland. In yet 

another anti-Russian move, Russia has since been 

expelled from the G8, reverting to the “G7”. Image from 

www.telegraph.co.uk 
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DEMAND PUBLIC HOUSING AND 

PUBLIC SPACE!  DOWN WITH 

THE PROFIT SYSTEM! 

Above: Brisbane City Council officials and the police moved on homeless people from the Goodwill Bridge in South Brisbane, 

with film crews in tow. Image from www.newmatilda.com 

(The following is the text of a leaflet distributed 

by the Workers League at a public meeting called 

by the “unite” organisation, in response to the 

moving on of homeless people in late October) 

15-12-16 – The image of media with cameras 

filming the eviction of homeless people from 

under the Go-Between Bridge in October tells a 

damning story. The fact that the Brisbane City 

Council was proud to broadcast its callousness 

speaks volumes about an administration which 

plays its part in creating homelessness, and then 

punishing those who become homeless. The local 

councillor for the area, the Greens’ Jonathon Sri, 

stated that he was not informed of the evictions 

beforehand.18  Brisbane City Council claims that 

                                                           
18  https://newmatilda.com/2016/10/22/reality-tv-when-
you-move-on-the-homeless-make-sure-the-media-is-
around/ (10-12-16) 

all those “moved on” will be found 

accommodation to move into is largely suspected 

to be hot air. Homelessness in Brisbane, and 

around Australia, in recent years is increasing, 

and may even be at its highest level ever. 

One of the major drivers of homelessness is the 

privatisation of public housing stock, and the 

drive towards so-called “social housing”. Using 

these means, state governments absolve 

themselves of any responsibility to ensure 

housing for all, regardless of income and 

employment status. “Social Housing” invariably is 

handed to a religious organisation or housing 

company, which takes it on as a money making 

business, rather than service provision. As 

opposed to a set amount of rent collected from a 

person who required public housing, say 10% of 

their income, the profit seeking outfits place 

http://www.newmatilda.com/
https://newmatilda.com/2016/10/22/reality-tv-when-you-move-on-the-homeless-make-sure-the-media-is-around/
https://newmatilda.com/2016/10/22/reality-tv-when-you-move-on-the-homeless-make-sure-the-media-is-around/
https://newmatilda.com/2016/10/22/reality-tv-when-you-move-on-the-homeless-make-sure-the-media-is-around/


RED FIRE JANUARY 2017 Page 11 
 

upward pressure on the amount of rent collected. 

Tenants’ rights under “social housing” also tend 

to be undermined, as a church group or NGO 

does not have the regulated oversight of a public 

body.  

Another key force behind homelessness is chronic 

unemployment and underemployment, which 

has been steadily rising since the world capitalist 

economies entered into a deep recession in 2008. 

The official unemployment figures are widely 

regarded to be vast underestimates, if not 

outright falsifications. While the official 

unemployment rate is around 5%, combined 

unemployment and underemployment 

according to some figures is 19.1%, or around 2.3 

million Australians of working age.19 The decline 

of manufacturing, such as the closure of the 

entire industry of car production, only adds to the 

dilemma. Some laid off waterside workers who 

know little else are languishing on miniscule 

unemployment benefits. Regional towns like 

Townsville, Dirranbandi and Biloela have many of 

their residents simply leaving because there is no 

work. They move to the big cities to find work, 

but often without luck. 

Along with the privatisation of public housing 

comes the privatisation of public space. The 

Queens Wharf mega-casino monstrosity in the 

middle of Brisbane is another case of public land 

being handed to private corporations. The 

privatisation of public land shrinks the area not 

only that the public can use, but that homeless 

people and others can find some temporary 

respite. A privately owned mega-casino simply 

becomes another area from which the public and 

the poor are excluded.  

Working people’s right to both housing and 

public space at a certain point come into collision 

with the profit system, i.e. the system of 

generalised commodity production for private 

profit. As the capitalist economy declines, public 

                                                           
19

 http://propertyupdate.com.au/real-unemployment-in-
australia-is-now-9-2/ (11-12-16) 

space and public housing are seen as more 

commodities that should be plundered by private 

capital. Capitalist governments organise for public 

space to be handed to private corporations, and 

for public housing to be degraded or handed to 

the private sector. Working people and the 

marginalised lose out automatically. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It doesn’t have to be this way. In the Asia-Pacific 

region, there is a prime example of a state which 

not only provides huge amounts of public space, 

but also provides free housing. This state is the 

Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) – 

incorrectly referred to by the Western corporate 

media as “North Korea”. As we have mentioned 

previously, in our article on the “West Village” 

development20, the DPRK’s capital of Pyongyang 

has a massive 58 square metres of green space 

per person21, compared to an almost non-

existent 4 square centimetres of green space per 

                                                           
20

 https://redfireonline.com/2016/11/15/for-public-
housing-green-space-and-livable-cities/ (11-12-16) 
21

 Willoughby, R., 2014, North Korea – The Bradt Travel 
Guide. 

Above: Graphic from 2015, showing the official 

unemployment rate in Australia, per state. The 

“official” unemployment rates are widely suspected to 

be gross underestimates. Nonetheless, even according 

to these figures, unemployment is very high, and more 

recent figures would likely be higher. Higher 

unemployment leads to other social ills, one of which is 

an increase in homelessness. www.smh.com.au 

http://propertyupdate.com.au/real-unemployment-in-australia-is-now-9-2/
http://propertyupdate.com.au/real-unemployment-in-australia-is-now-9-2/
https://redfireonline.com/2016/11/15/for-public-housing-green-space-and-livable-cities/
https://redfireonline.com/2016/11/15/for-public-housing-green-space-and-livable-cities/
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person for the city of Brisbane.22 Pyongyang is 

also known for its ten metre wide footpaths, 

which are made for people to meet and 

congregate on, while allowing a pathway for 

those who wish to reach their destination. 

Moreover, the phenomenon in Australia of 

housing being virtually unaffordable for many 

young and working people is simply unknown in 

the DPRK. Article 25 of the DPRK’s constitution 

states: “The State shall provide all of the working 

people with every condition for obtaining food, 

clothing and housing.”23 This means that housing 

is provided at no cost to DPRK citizens. 

Understandably this means that there is no 

homelessness. What a contrast to capitalist 

Australia – with thousands homeless every night, 

and affordable housing virtually out of reach for 

vast swathes of the population! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
22

 https://prezi.com/ja61waahkmhx/green-space/ (11-12-
16) 
23

 
http://www.naenara.com.kp/en/order/pytimes/?page=Cult
ure&no=21317 (11-12-16) 

The DPRK can only achieve such things due to the 

fact that it has, through an immense struggle 

against the worst excesses of US imperialism, 

abolished capitalism in the process of establishing 

a workers state. That is, a state which represents 

and places in power no class other than that of 

the working people. This is the first step towards 

the classless, socialist society which Karl Marx 

envisioned. Thus here in Australia, while we 

struggle for decent public housing and a livable 

amount of public space, we must keep in mind 

that ultimately, the only permanent guarantee of 

such rights is the sweeping away of the capitalist 

system through workers’ revolution. For this task, 

a workers’ party which fights for a workers’ 

government is indispensable. DOWN WITH THE 

PROFIT SYSTEM!  

   

 

 

  HANDS OFF THE DPRK! 

Above: Public Housing units in Pyongyang, the capital of 

the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK). All 

housing is provided at no cost to DPRK citizens, so 

homelessness does not exist. This is a life saving 

measure during the winter months, where snow covers 

most of the country, and temperatures can reach minus 

20 degrees.  The universal housing system in the DPRK 

is one of the gains of the socialist state established 

through decades of struggle against Japanese and US 

imperialism. The Australian ruling class also sent troops 

to back the US during the war against Korea of 1950-53. 

Image from altinom90.tumblr.com 
Above: Poster commemorating 60 years since the 

victory in the “Fatherland Liberation War” of 1950-53. 

Image from www.kfausa.org 

https://prezi.com/ja61waahkmhx/green-space/
http://www.naenara.com.kp/en/order/pytimes/?page=Culture&no=21317
http://www.naenara.com.kp/en/order/pytimes/?page=Culture&no=21317
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THE LIMITS OF A “PEOPLE’S MOVEMENT” 

Illustration by Dionne Gain - from www.smh.com.au 

By Kurt Unmack 

The election of Donald Trump in the United 

States, coupled with the re-emergence of Pauline 

Hanson and One Nation in the Australian 

parliament is yet another wake-up call for 

working people and those who see themselves as 

part of the political left. Although Trump and 

Hanson are not explicitly fascist themselves, neo-

Nazi elements which are attracted to this far-right 

populism form a part of their support base. All 

such elements need to be counteracted by a 

serious fightback from the left. But how?  

 

It should be noted that Trump, aside from the 

standard right wing political positions, tapped 

into sections of the disenfranchised working class 

abandoned by Obama, Clinton and the 

Democrats. To a lesser extent, One Nation taps 

into the disenfranchised working class which was 

long ago abandoned by Labor in Australia. In 

throwing their electoral backing behind the far-

right, these sections of the working class are 

unconsciously rebelling against the 

encroachments of capital – but doing so in a way 

which further strengthens capital’s hold over 

them. The collapse of living standards, 

unemployment, the decimation of social services, 

crumbling infrastructure – all of these things and 

more are identified with a political system which 

ignores their suffering.  

“People’s Movement” ?  

In response, some left parties, as well as 

significant sections of the Union bureaucracy, 

attempt to apply a universal tactic – a “people’s 

movement”. There are other labels for this tactic, 

such as a “broad front”, “unity of left and 

progressive forces”, “broad left alliance”, “people 

power”, “democratic front”, “popular front” and 

on and on it goes. In practice, it usually boils 

down to the same thing – the unity of all political 

forces apart from the right. It all sounds harmless, 

and like “common sense”. Simply “unite” 

everyone together and that’s how we can win 

against the right. Unfortunately, politics simply 

does not work like this – especially socialist 

politics.  

A “people’s movement” which is not based on 

the working class, very quickly becomes a tool in 

http://www.smh.com.au/
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the hands of the “left” wing of the ruling class, 

and their representatives. Almost immediately 

the politics of the “people’s movement” becomes 

subordinated to those with the most conservative 

political positions. In an alliance between left and 

right wing forces, the right wing wins every time, 

and the workers lose every time. In such 

circumstances, the “people’s movement” 

becomes politically powerless. It cannot achieve 

serious reforms which benefit working people, let 

alone win lasting gains. Revolution becomes 

impossible – but then, this is the aim of the more 

conservative forces of the “people’s movement”. 

The Communist Party of Australia (CPA) is one left 

party which explicitly calls for a people’s 

movement. Before we comment on this, we 

should note that it is highly ironic for the CPA to 

be calling for a people’s movement. The CPA is 

known to be barely active at all. It rarely involves 

itself in any political actions where conservative 

Trade Union officials do not appear. The CPA’s 

hermit like abstention from whole spheres of 

political activity means that we have to take its 

prescriptions with a pinch of salt.  

For the sake of argument, however, let us assume 

that the CPA would actually take part in a 

people’s movement if one arose. What politics 

would such a movement have, if working people 

were to take up the CPA’s calls? 

An article from the CPA’s Guardian of November 

16, 2016, lays out its ideas. The article states: 

“Every aspect of life on the planet is falling 

prey to imperialism. Workers, small farmers, 

agricultural workers and an immense range of 

social strata, interest groups and NGOs are 

being forced to confront the big transnational 

corporations as those forces intensify their 

exploitation of the world’s people and 

resources.”24 

We can wholeheartedly agree with the first sentence. 

However, the next sentence gives a clear indication of 

                                                           
24

 http://www.cpa.org.au/guardian/2016/1757/01-building-
the-peoples-movement.html (04-12-16) 

who the CPA believes should comprise a “people’s 

movement”.  Not only the working class, but small 

farmers, an “immense range of social strata”, and 

NGOs (!?!) automatically become a key part of the 

“people’s movement”. Working people with an 

elementary level of class consciousness would be able 

to immediately identify a problem here.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Small farmers, despite perhaps not being part of 

corporate agribusiness, nevertheless are not 

proletarian working people. They own their own 

means of production, even if a relatively small parcel 

of land, and the implements to work them. No doubt 

they experience difficult conditions and experience 

being shafted by big capital. Yet they still have an 

alien class position vis-à-vis the working class. A 

working class movement can seek to win such small 

proprietors to the side of the workers, but it would be 

impermissible to work in a “broad front” with those 

with capitalist aspirations. 

So-called Non-Government Organisations (NGOs) are 

to a large degree the capitalist state outsourcing itself. 

True, there may be some which are independent of 

governments, but in the main the NGOs play the part 

of the very government that enforces the oppression 

of working people. The CPA should be aware of the 

role regime change NGOs such as Human Rights 

Watch, Avaaz, Amnesty International and co played in 

being the most outspoken propaganda voice calling 

for the overthrow of the Syrian Arab Republic at the 

behest of the US and Saudi Arabia.  Closer to home, 

Above: The logo of the Multicultural Development 

Association, or MDA. The MDA is an NGO which 

promotes the rights of refugees and migrants, but also 

has very conservative politics. Refugee rights activists 

are spurned by this organisation, and have been 

banned from attending MDA sponsored events. The 

Communist Party of Australia (CPA) is making an error 

to encourage working people to subordinate their 

politics to pro-free enterprise organisations such as the 

MDA. Image from www.mdaltd.com.au 

http://www.cpa.org.au/guardian/2016/1757/01-building-the-peoples-movement.html
http://www.cpa.org.au/guardian/2016/1757/01-building-the-peoples-movement.html
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government funded “NGOs” such as the Multicultural 

Development Association (MDA) are one of the most 

conservative advocates of the rights of refugees and 

asylum seekers.  The often diametrical opposition that 

NGOs have to even the most basic social justice 

movements means that any substantial political 

alliance with them effectively derails or prevents the 

militant action required to win gains.  

“Community”  

The Socialist Alliance is another left party which has 

long practiced what it believes is a “people’s 

movement”. They stood candidates at the last federal 

election explicitly calling for one.25  It is one of their 

core beliefs – the broadest possible movement is the 

only one which will have a chance of succeeding. The 

“unite” organisation, despite splitting from the 

Socialist Alliance in 2016, puts forward its own form of 

a “people’s movement” by strongly emphasising the 

role of “communities” and “community” organising in 

social justice movements.  While they take 

supportable positions opposing drastic corporate 

overdevelopment, they imagine that “community” 

organising is the key strategy. Commenting on the 

controversial Toondah Harbour development, they 

state: 

“If we want to actually have a say in how our 

community looks and functions - to have 

democratic development, then it is up to us 

get involved in our communities, to oppose 

these development plans and put forth 

alternative visions that actually reflect the 

desires of the community.”26   

The subject of the role and function of “community” 

campaigns in relation to the struggles of working 

people requires its own study. Suffice to say, that 

EVERYONE, regardless of class, social standing, 

accumulated wealth and so on, regard themselves as 

part of the “community”. If  employers, capitalists, 

corporate developers , corporate politicians and so 

on, are part of the “community” then for working 

people it’s all over before we even start.  Working and 

oppressed people in the same movement, working 

alongside the small and big capitalists- or their 

                                                           
25

 https://www.greenleft.org.au/content/lets-build-
powerful-peoples-movement-unity (07-12-16) 
26

 https://www.facebook.com/unitebrisbane/?fref=ts (07-
12-16) 

representatives – which common position is going to 

be agreed on here?  

The term “community” is thrown in to all kinds of 

movements, especially by those wealthy and powerful 

interests that wish to create the impression that they 

themselves are popular and harmless and almost 

universally supported. Deliberately, the “community” 

tag has no class basis at all, and further ingrains the 

myth that working people reside in a community in 

which all residents are equals. The “unite” 

organisation would scoff at such a suggestion that all 

residents of a nation have common interests, yet they 

appear to believe that all members of a “community” 

have common interests.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: The logo for the Queensland Community 

Alliance. Although this group contains some Unions 

and even the Queensland Council of Unions, in reality 

it is set up to prevent Union members and other 

workers beginning a class based struggle to defend 

their living and working conditions. The inclusion of 

many churches gives the group a “community” feel, 

but it is strongly suspected that its funding emanates 

from the ALP.  www.qldcommunityalliance.org 

https://www.greenleft.org.au/content/lets-build-powerful-peoples-movement-unity
https://www.greenleft.org.au/content/lets-build-powerful-peoples-movement-unity
https://www.facebook.com/unitebrisbane/?fref=ts
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For a United Front of Working People 

As convivial and harmless as a “community” 

movement sounds, not to mention a “broad front” ,  

“left and progressive alliance”,  “people’s movement”  

etc, such a grouping actually produces the very 

political forces it is set up to oppose. That is, in the 

end it produces fascism. How can this be?  

Firstly, the very combination of political forces 

regardless of class, renders such a formation a 

plaything in the hands of the more conservative 

political forces. This is the case even if the majority of 

the “broad front” are nominally left wing, and only a 

minority are right wing. In order to keep the 

numerically small conservative forces on board, the 

left wing has to accommodate, or moderate, or even 

refuse to raise what it stands for. This is while the 

conservative right wing does not have to change their 

backward views whatsoever. The right wing 

effectively control the politics of the movement, 

without even a challenge from the “left” of the 

“people’s movement”.  

Secondly, the broad front or “people’s movement” 

rarely achieve serious gains, if at all, due to the 

political limitations of the movement. The “left and 

progressive alliance”  very quickly becomes a 

toothless tiger irrespective of the numbers of people 

who mobilise behind it. It tends to become a lobby 

group, begging for crumbs from the powers that be. In 

fact, often its spokespersons clearly state that it “is 

trying to send a message” – that is, to the politicians 

and the “powers that be”. As long as such a 

movement issues political appeals to the 

establishment, it remains a political vassal of the 

establishment. 

Thirdly, because the broad “people’s movement” is 

virtually politically powerless, and achieves very little, 

working people quickly become disenchanted and 

begin to look for other avenues to address the 

problems facing them. In especially acute economic 

times such as today’s recession, some working people 

will turn to the right, seeking some action – or at least 

the promise that a certain group will fight the 

establishment, rather than humbly beg before the 

establishment for things which never come.  Further, 

if the amorphous “people’s movement” – which 

achieves almost nothing - is seen by working people to 

be what passes as the “left”, it is then no wonder that 

some working people seek answers from the political 

right – even fascism. This is not at all because working 

people are inclined towards fascism, but because they 

are so desperate for solutions to their political 

problems.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To prevent working people from turning to fascism, 

the left and workers forces must break from a 

“people’s movement” and seek to build a movement 

in the interests of working people. This movement 

should be led by the Unions, but the crippling obstacle 

here are the conservative and often ideologically pro-

capitalist Union officials and leaders.  It is up to the 

left parties and their supporters, such as they exist, to 

both challenge the conservative Union leaders and 

push forward with demands that the working class 

Above: Placard produced by the far-right Party for 

Freedom, calling for the deportation of 457 Visa workers 

from Australia. A popular “People’s Movement” cannot 

politically combat some sections of the working class 

turning to fascism for answers, due to its amorphous cross-

class nature. Only a workers movement, which strives for 

such demands as a shorter working week without loss in 

pay, and jobs for ALL workers, can undermine the appeal 

of the far-right and of fascism. Fascism is the most extreme 

form of ruling class politics, and can only be dismantled by 

an effective working class movement. Image from 

www.partyforfreedom.smugmug.com 
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desperately needs. Such demands could include things 

like: 

 

  

 A 30 hour week with no loss in pay 

 Public housing for those who cannot afford to 

rent or buy 

 Free, or subsidised, public transport 

 Free health care 

 Free education 

 A livable pension at 60 years of age  

 

A strong working class movement, fighting for these 

or similar demands, drawing in Unions,  the 

unemployed, the homeless, rural and regional 

working people and others, is not only the way to 

revitalise a weakened Union movement. It would have 

the power to undermine, if not extinguish, the appeal 

of the far right – be it Donald Trump, Pauline Hanson 

and One Nation, the Party for Freedom etc.  Those 

from alien class backgrounds, such as the petty 

bourgeoisie, could join the movement, but only on the 

condition that they fight for workers’ demands. This 

way, the politics cannot be subordinated to the 

middle and upper classes – and in reality – the ruling 

class.  

A cross class “community” or “broad” movement 

against the right – a popular front – lays the path for 

the politically disenchanted workers to return to the 

arms of the right. Crucially, it also destroys the 

possibility of the emergence of what is perhaps most 

desperately needed – a workers’ vanguard party. If in 

“popular” movement all ostensibly “left” political 

forces are equal partners, even the beginnings of a 

vanguard party cannot get off the ground. If the 

“socialist” parties are equal partners in a “broad” 

movement with openly pro-capitalist formations such 

as the Labor Party, NGOs, the Greens and so on, why 

even bother arguing for socialism? In fact, why not 

join the Labor Party – why waste time building any 

other organisation?  

The workers need their own working class movement 

so that a workers vanguard party can begin to be 

formed out of the leadership of such a movement. A 

“broad” or “popular” i.e. cross-class, movement works 

directly against achieving that which working people 

need. It also permanently stifles the formation of a 

workers’ party which is the precondition for not only 

leading the workers in struggle, but for achieving their 

own workers government. Further, it even limits the 

demands which can be put forward. Trump and 

Hanson are concerns, there is no doubt.  But they 

cannot be combatted without a working class 

movement, and a working class party. This is the 

urgent task of our times. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Above top: Graphic showing the amount of time British 

employees on average perform unpaid work in the 

workplace. In the absence of strong Unions, many 

employers can get away with such practices. Image 

from www.palife.co.uk 

 

Above lower: Graphic from the International Workers of 

the World (IWW), calling for a 4 hour working day. If 

won, a shorter working day would increase the number 

of employees required. Image from www.dsusa.org  

http://www.palife.co.uk/
http://www.dsusa.org/
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SHUT DOWN NAURU! 

FOR AN ANTI-EMPIRE REFUGEE 

RIGHTS MOVEMENT 

 Above: Protest on Nauru by refugees and asylum seekers. Image from Refugee Action Coalition, Sydney. 

(The following is the text of a leaflet distributed 

by the Workers League) 

30-10-2016 – The United Nations (UN) refers to it 

as abuse. Amnesty International refers to it as 

torture. Others believe there are no words to 

describe the inhumanity dealt out to asylum 

seekers on the Australian run detention centre on 

the remote island of Nauru. The latest report 

from the UN’s Committee on the Rights of the 

Child highlights the “inhuman and degrading 

treatment, including physical, psychological and 

sexual abuse against asylum seeking and refugee 

children living in the Regional Processing 

Centres.”27 The report also notes the concern 

                                                           
27

 http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-10-07/un-slams-
nauru-treatment-of-refugee-children/7914132 (27-10-
2016) 

that visas for journalists travelling to Nauru are 

now charged a non-refundable fee of 

approximately $10 000. A more blatant attempt 

at a cover up could scarcely be imagined. 

Amnesty International’s report, titled Island of 

Despair, is even more damning. Amnesty 

researches interviewed detainees on Nauru and 

found a common tale of incredible mental 

assault, with any number of horrific practices 

being frequently used to deliberately break men, 

women and children, causing physical and 

emotional scars that will barely ever heal. Inside 

or outside the detention centre, Nauru is simply 

not safe for refugees and asylum seekers, and this 

is known to Broadspectrum (formerly Transfield), 

and the Australian Government. In fact, the 

report emphasises that it is the Australian state, 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-10-07/un-slams-nauru-treatment-of-refugee-children/7914132
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-10-07/un-slams-nauru-treatment-of-refugee-children/7914132
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not the Nauruan state, which is responsible for 

the detention centres. Amnesty concludes that 

“The conditions on Nauru – refugees severe 

mental anguish, the intentional nature of the 

system, and the fact that the goal of offshore 

processing is to intimidate or coerce people to 

achieve a specific outcome – amounts to 

torture.”28 

The United Nations and Amnesty International, 

on these occasions, appear to be offering global 

humanity a service, in seeking to expose the 

virtually satanic aims of imperial powers such as 

the Australian capitalist state. Yet this view would 

be far too superficial. Institutions ranging from 

bodies such as the United Nations down to NGOs 

such as Amnesty International are decisively not 

opposed to the system which produces vast 

numbers of refugees – the global imperialist 

order. Therefore, working people must be on 

their guard when responding to any call to action 

by such bodies.  

The “humanitarian” wing of the Empire 

For example, both the United Nations and 

Amnesty International, for all of the laudable 

work exposing the crimes of the Australian 

government’s nefarious actions on Nauru, have at 

the same time facilitated  some of the very 

reasons why refugees have been created in the 

first place. UN Human Rights Chief Zeid Raad Al 

Hussein recently chimed in on the Aleppo 

situation, claiming it was a “slaughterhouse”. 

Trying to appear even handed, he condemned 

the firing of mortars by “armed opposition 

groups” into other parts of Aleppo, while claiming 

that indiscriminate bombing by the Syrian 

government and their allies was responsible for 

the majority of civilian casualties.29 This is a 

barely concealed call for the West to hurry up 

and overthrow the Syrian Arab Republic. The fact 

                                                           
28

 https://newmatilda.com/2016/10/18/australia-tortures-
asylum-seekers-the-gut-wrenching-details-of-amnestys-
trip-nauru-report/ (27-10-2016) 
29

 http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-37727800 
(28-10-2016) 

that the West has attempted this for at least five 

years by arming, training and funding world 

history’s most barbarous mercenaries and 

sending them into Syria doesn’t rate on their 

moral spectrum. In a similar vein, in August 

Amnesty International claimed that 18 000 

people have died in Syrian state jails since 2011.30  

How the Syrian state could organise this, while 

simultaneously pushing itself to breaking point 

resisting arguably the worst dirty war waged by 

the West over the last 100 years, is anyone’s 

guess.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
30

 http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-37113748 
(28-10-2016) 

Above: The cover of Amnesty International’s report on 

the Australian government’s devastating practice of 

detaining refugees and asylum seekers on Nauru. The 

report includes information on the attacks on refugees 

by locals, totally inadequate medical facilities, 

mistreatment and abuse by guards, and the dire 

mental torment of being detained without any 

knowledge of when or if there will be a release.  

Amnesty International has been inconsistent on 

reporting instances of human rights abuses, in some 

cases justifying imperialist wars such as in Afghanistan 

and Syria. However, in this case, their research plays a 

valuable role. Image from www.reliefweb.int 

https://newmatilda.com/2016/10/18/australia-tortures-asylum-seekers-the-gut-wrenching-details-of-amnestys-trip-nauru-report/
https://newmatilda.com/2016/10/18/australia-tortures-asylum-seekers-the-gut-wrenching-details-of-amnestys-trip-nauru-report/
https://newmatilda.com/2016/10/18/australia-tortures-asylum-seekers-the-gut-wrenching-details-of-amnestys-trip-nauru-report/
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-37727800
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-37113748
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There are many reasons why millions become 

refugees, poverty and political persecution 

among them. But the primary reason in the last 

period is the wars of regime change which have 

been waged by the US, with the support of 

Britain, France, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Turkey and 

Israel (with the support of Australia) against Libya 

and Syria. Their proxy war in Syria is now 

presenting the world with imminent danger, as 

Russia’s efforts to defend Syria against 

annihilation have led to fury on the part of a US 

ruling class used to getting its way. World War is 

not an unlikely scenario, but the provocateur 

exemplar is the one and only Empire, led by the 

US ruling class. 

This ruling class, backed by Canberra, London, 

Paris, Riyadh and Tel Aviv, has learnt how to 

manipulate basic human emotions such as 

compassion and solidarity for those in distress. It 

has artfully used this wicked skill to prosecute its 

imperialist wars, dragging in many which 

opposed previous imperialist wars, such as that 

against Iraq in 2003. Willingly signing up to do the 

propaganda ground work for the empire are 

organisations such as the UN, and a host of NGO’s 

such as Amnesty International, Save the Children, 

Medicines Sans Frontiers, AVAAZ and others. 

These organisations wax lyrical about “human 

rights” and saving refugees, while simultaneously 

issuing open calls for regime change in Syria – an 

effort which could very easily spark nuclear war. 

What we are presented with in fact is a pro-war 

refugee rights movement. Consciously or 

unconsciously, on our shores we find the Refugee 

Action Collective as an active protagonist.  

The Imperial Left 

To be sure, the Refugee Action Collective (RAC) 

contains many individuals who are genuinely 

horrified by the abuse of refugees – humans 

seeking a safe place to live – and are also bitterly 

opposed to war. Yet these individuals are led 

down a garden path into the parlour of the 

Empire by left parties which dominate RAC. All 

three, Solidarity (Sol), Socialist Alternative (SAlt) 

and Socialist Alliance (SAll) have been front and 

centre in efforts to rally those who support 

humane treatment of refugees behind the 

nefarious aims of the Empire, earning them the 

collective nickname of  the “Imperial Left”. They 

are backed by a certain constituency which, while 

justifiably enraged at the mistreatment of 

innocent people fleeing for their lives, see these 

as mistaken policies, rather than inherent 

workings of a profit gouging system based on the 

exploitation of wage labour.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

The latest article on the war on Syria in Green Left 

Weekly, the newspaper of the Socialist Alliance, 

fails to oppose Australian involvement in the 

bombing of Deir ez-Zor, despite the Australian 

government immediately admitting it was 

involved. Despite evidence presented by Russia to 

the contrary, SAll go on to state that Russia was 

the most likely culprit of the bombing of an aid 

convoy in country west of Aleppo two days 

Above: Under the cover of pleading for the rights of 

Syrian civilians, the regime change NGO Avaaz.org 

openly calls for even more military intervention into 

Syria by the Western powers which have been waging 

war against it. Online campaigns such as these have 

fooled many refugee rights supporters, including 

several left parties. www.avaaz.org 
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afterwards! 31 Despite backing away in recent 

years from their more open calls for the 

overthrow of Syria, the emphasising of Russia’s 

“crimes” pushes them and their supporters 

inexorably into the web of the US war machine.  

SAlt has no such qualms – it has remained 

forthright in its calls for regime change in Syria 

from day one. It is at least honest, despite being 

on the wrong side. SAlt leader Corey Oakley’s 

latest article in Socialist Alternative’s paper Red 

Flag is explicit – in black and white it claims the 

three main parties to blame are Syria, Iran and 

Russia.32 It goes on to urge people not to remain 

wedded to the “old” anti-imperialist position of 

“just” opposing the US Empire. This appears to be 

a clear call for active opposition to be directed at 

those who resist US plunder, i.e., Syria, Russia, 

Iran, China, etc.  

Solidarity, to give them some credit, at least in 

words opposes Australian involvement in the war 

on Syria. Yet they also call for opposition for all 

“outside intervention” in Syria, seeking to portray 

their position as anti-war.33 The clear difference, 

though, is that Russia, Iran and Hezbollah have 

either been invited into Syria by the Syrian 

government, and/or, are co-ordinating their 

military operations with the Syrian armed forces. 

Sol also claims that the Iranian forces are “Shia-

jihadist” as opposed to “Sunni-jihadist” – 

referring to the throat cutting mercenaries they 

call “rebels”.  If the Iranian forces are waging a 

“jihad”, it is against the US Empire. And the 

Iranians above all are aware of just how evil this 

Empire can be.  

Refugee rights in the service of Empire 

Is all this relevant to RAC called actions to close 

down the Nauru detention centre? If prosecuting 

imperialist wars of regime change, on either Iran 

                                                           
31

 https://www.greenleft.org.au/content/syria-new-
horrors-outside-powers-worsen-crisis (28-11-2016) 
32

 https://redflag.org.au/node/5559 (28-10-2016) 
33

 http://www.solidarity.net.au/mag/current/95/bombing-
wont-end-war-syria/ (28-11-2016) 

or Syria, and closing down Nauru could be 

separated, this would assist immensely. However, 

this is not the case. At the RAC organised rally in 

Brisbane today, a keynote speaker is one Mojgan 

Shamsalipoor, who allegedly fled Iran and ended 

up in detention in Brisbane, after being taken 

from Yeronga High School. Ms Shamsalipoor is of 

the Baha’i faith, which claims to be persecuted in 

Iran. The Iranian government, for their part, 

regard the Baha’i as “Zionist spies”. Is this 

unfounded? Not when you consider that the 

Baha’i’s spiritual and actual head, the Universal 

House of Justice (UHJ) is located in Haifa, Israel. 

Despite this, the Baha’i are actually banned in 

Israel, as they are in Iran, and many other 

countries. Why? They have principles which 

hardly any country could accept as being 

promulgated, such as: ending national 

sovereignty, world government, universal 

currency, universal language, world tribunal, anti-

communism, retention of constitutional 

monarchy, the abolition of non-Baha’i legal 

systems, the retention of a class system, the 

abolition of tariffs and an international police 

force!34  With political principles such as these, it 

is a wonder that any country would allow the 

Baha’i to operate freely. Even so, in Iran, Baha’i 

are permitted to practice their religion amongst 

themselves. Yet why do Baha’i claim they are 

persecuted in Iran, but not in Israel, when in fact 

open Baha’i practice is banned in both countries?  

Regardless of the circumstances of Ms 

Shamsalipoor, the imperial left parties, dragging 

RAC in its wake, pounced on the “Free Mojgan” 

campaign as a means by which to ramp up 

imperialist pressure on Iran – which is constantly 

targeted by the US for regime change, ever since 

its Islamic Revolution in 1979. It dovetails nicely 

into their five year agitation for US led regime 

change in Syria, which, if achieved, will almost 

certainly morph into a war for regime change on 

Iran. That is, if a nuclear war against Russia, 

                                                           
34

 https://thebahaiinsider.com/tag/uhj/ (28-10-2016) 

https://www.greenleft.org.au/content/syria-new-horrors-outside-powers-worsen-crisis
https://www.greenleft.org.au/content/syria-new-horrors-outside-powers-worsen-crisis
https://redflag.org.au/node/5559
http://www.solidarity.net.au/mag/current/95/bombing-wont-end-war-syria/
http://www.solidarity.net.au/mag/current/95/bombing-wont-end-war-syria/
https://thebahaiinsider.com/tag/uhj/
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provoked by US belligerence, does not finish us 

off first.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Break with the Empire! 

It is not only the imperial left who shepherd 

workers back into the fold of their own 

oppressors. With a few exceptions, all of the 

liberal intelligentsia and “civil society” stand 

behind the Australian ruling class, and by 

extension, the US Empire, in its drive to war. For 

working people crucially, so does the Union 

officialdom. We do not know of one Union 

official, in any capacity, which has even spoken 

out against the war on Libya or Syria, or the war 

preparations by the West and NATO against 

Russia and China, let alone attempt to organise 

opposition to war amongst Union members and 

workers generally. With only a few exceptions, 

neither have any Union officials attempted to 

mobilise workers to defend refugees in any 

serious way. This is one of the Union leadership’s 

key betrayals – for if workers cannot defeat 

attempts to divide them, either by nationality or 

racism or refugee status – workers will not be 

able to defend themselves against the 

encroachments of capital.  

Refugees on Australia’s borders do not fall from 

the sky – they are yet another symptom of 

capitalist class society in extreme crisis. It is 

intricately linked to the unbearable cost of living 

for working people, relentless assaults on Union 

organising in workplaces, the desecration of the 

natural environment – and most especially the 

wars for regime change being waged by the US 

Empire – inevitably backed by Canberra. These 

wars threaten to break out into an open war by 

the US Empire (US, Britain, France, Australia, 

Saudi Arabia, Israel and their allies) against those 

resisting imperialist domination, which are 

arguably preventing World War III – Russia, 

China, Iran, Syria and their allies. Working people 

have a military side in conflict with the anti-

imperialist bloc. Politically, working people must 

push forward their own agenda of ending the 

basis for capitalist war – class struggle, ultimately 

leading to the workers replacing the capitalist 

state with their own socialist state. The 

conditions will then be created for the rational 

and humane treatment of refugees and asylum 

seekers, and indeed rational treatment of 

working people themselves. SHUT DOWN 

NAURU!  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: A rally calling for the release of Iranian asylum 

seeker  Mojgan Shamsalipoor from immigration 

detention. Ms Shamsalipoor and her partner are part of 

the B’ahai faith, which is regarded in Iran as being spies 

for British and Israeli imperialist interests. The B’ahai 

have political views, such as the abolition of non-B’ahai 

legal systems, which would be incompatible with any 

state, let alone Iran. Regardless of the personal 

circumstances, some left parties encouraged refugee 

rights activists to jump on this campaign, which in 

practice aids  the US drive for “regime change” in Iran. 

Image from www.solidarity.net.au 

The world is wracked by war, poverty, racism, 

unemployment, environmental desecration and 

more. Yet we are not one people – we are divided 

into classes. To further the cause of the working 

class, we need a party which fights for socialism.  

Join us! 

 

Workers League 

PO Box 66 Nundah QLD 4012 

E: workersleague@redfireonline.com 

Ph: 0421 408 692 

mailto:workersleague@redfireonline.com
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FIDEL CASTRO – RED SALUTE! 

Above: Fidel Castro – Image from www.bostonglobe.com 

Statement of the Workers League 

29-11-2016 - Fidel Castro has left this world, but 

his legacy will live on. Fidel was a colossus of the 

socialist movement, and a monumental figure of 

20th century history. Arguably, the revolution 

which overthrew the US backed Batista regime in 

1959, and the introduction of socialism which has 

led Cuba since, would not have succeeded 

without Fidel’s leadership.  

Possessing an incredible intellect, and immense 

physical and mental application, Fidel gave 

himself completely to the political struggle to free 

his compatriots from US led domination. The 

formidable achievements of Cuba’s socialism are 

due in no small part to the efforts of Fidel. The 

high quality and free health care and education 

systems are renowned the world over. The 

international efforts to assist those fighting for 

their liberation from colonialism, in Angola, 

Ethiopia and Mozambique, are also part of Fidel’s 

legacy.  

Fidel used the platform of the United Nations as a 

rostrum to both further the cause of socialism 

and to expose the anti-working class 

machinations of world imperialism. A 

consummate diplomat, Fidel worked with the 

Non-Aligned movement to help raise other Third 

World countries into a situation where at least 

formally, the countries of the “global south” 

should be seen as the equal of the powerful 

developed countries of the West. 

While working people the world over should 

acknowledge the almost unmatched contribution 

of Fidel to the socialist movement, there were 

some limitations to Fidel’s politics. Fidel was a 

devotee of the approach of some parties which 

adhere to what they believe is “Marxist-

Leninism”. Generally speaking this approach 

holds that people can be mobilised to struggle for 

socialism while appealing to nationalist 

motivations, regardless of their class position. 

While there certainly was an international aspect 

to Fidel’s socialism, there was a nationalist aspect 

as well. If an achieved socialism is kept within its 

own borders, many compromises against the 

interests of working people, internally and 

externally, have to be made. It tends to 

http://www.bostonglobe.com/
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conservatise, rather than radicalise, working 

people in Cuba and internationally.  

Cuba under Fidel always sought “friendly” 

relations with all countries, regardless of whether 

they were socialist, capitalist - or something 

worse. This meant friendly relations with many 

countries while ignoring serious incursions 

against working people in that country, and even 

sometimes supporting these incursions. For 

example, Cuba under Fidel generated friendly 

relations with the genocidal Sri Lankan 

government, despite its horrific repression of the 

Tamil people. Even when the Sri Lankan military 

went on to slaughter around 20 000 Tamils during 

the final war in 2009, the Cuban government 

loudly proclaimed its backing of this annihilation 

within the United Nations.  

 

 

 

 

 

Another example was the welcoming of the Pope 

to Cuba. Both Fidel and Raul welcomed different 

Popes to Cuba, in the name of seeking friendly 

relations. However, the Vatican is a reactionary 

body, which has historically done more to 

dismantle socialism than build it. The Vatican 

organised and led anti-communist opposition to 

the socialist states of the Soviet Union and the 

Eastern Bloc. Especially in Poland, the Vatican 

was a key reason for the eventual overthrow of 

these countries where capitalism had previously 

been abolished. Embracing the Pope was thus a 

dangerous move which undermines the socialism 

they built.  

While the internationalism of the Cuban doctors 

which volunteered in many countries around the 

world was legendary, and to be applauded, the 

other aspect was that these doctors would never 

mention politics or the international struggle for 

socialism. Also, Australian socialists probably 

noticed the dual role that Cuban government 

representatives played when they visited these 

shores. On the one hand, such representatives 

would meet with left parties and solidarity 

groups. On the other hand, they would also seek 

to meet and mingle with the most notorious 

representatives of the Australian capitalist state – 

senior Liberal and Labor politicians.  

In Cuba internally, Fidel led a socialist state which 

in many ways was a thousand times more 

democratic than that which workers experience 

in the capitalist West. For example, all Cuban 

citizens from the age of 16 can run for election to 

any state body. Money plays no part in the 

election process, and the Cuban Communist Party 

endorses no candidates at these elections.  At the 

same time, the Cuban Communist Party, despite 

seeking wide consultation with the populace, 

lacked internal democratic rights. From what can 

be observed, Cuban revolutionaries inside and 

outside the Cuban Communist Party are now 

dealing with the legacy of elements such as the 

withholding of internal criticism.  

Despite limitations, the socialist movement owes 

a debt to Fidel Castro. Workers who desire an 

end to capitalism internationally, and the victory 

of socialism, would do well to aspire to emulate 

the commitment and the devotion to the cause of 

socialism that Fidel gave willingly. Above all, Fidel 

proved that no matter what the odds, no matter 

what the difficulties, the victory of socialism is 

eminently possible. It can be done. Vale Fidel 

Castro! 

Above: Fidel Castro welcomes Pope John Paul to Cuba. 

This Pope was a key figure in the dismantling of 

socialism in the Eastern Bloc, and thus accommodating 

to the Vatican was a dangerous move, potentially 

undermining socialism in Cuba.  Image from 

www.en.mercopress.com 
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US ELECTION – WORLD WAR III 

AVERTED – FOR NOW.  FOR 

WORKERS’ STRUGGLE AGAINST 

ALL WINGS OF THE ELITE! 

www.youtube.com 

US Election 2016 - Statement of the Workers 

League 

18-11-2016 – The shock result of the US 

Presidential Election is beginning to sink in. 

Donald Trump, a rogue billionaire who 

unexpectedly gained the nomination for the 

Republican Party, even more unexpectedly won 

the election, albeit on the basis of Electoral 

College votes. Despite not having the support of 

the US ruling class or the US political 

establishment, Trump’s triumph resembles the 

Brexit vote in the UK, which was fuelled by large 

doses of xenophobia. Trump certainly used 

racism and bigotry in his campaign, but this is not 

the reason he won. Primarily, US voters turned to 

Trump as they believed that he represented a 

break from the ruling class politics which had 

decimated US society, resulting in the dramatic 

lowering of living standards as a result of the 

Great Recession which began in 2008. Hilary 

Clinton and the Democrats represented a 

continuation of unemployment, crumbling 

infrastructure, brutal police killings of African-

Americans, an escalating cost of living and much 

more - which the Barak Obama administration 

had delivered for eight years.  

For the world’s people, the most important bullet 

which was dodged was that with Clinton’s defeat, 

World War III has been averted – at least 

momentarily. Hilary Clinton, tied by a thousand 

http://www.youtube.com/
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threads to the military-industrial complex and the 

rest of the US ruling class, was the most 

dangerous person, man or woman, on the face of 

the planet. It was virtually assured that with 

Clinton in the White House, war against Russia, 

and also possibly against China, would simply be 

a matter of course. Clinton, who had bragged in 

2009 that “if I am President, we will attack Iran”, 

had openly threatened Russia, referred to 

Russian President Vladimir Putin as “the new 

Hitler”, and claimed that Russia was infiltrating 

the US elections. For this there was not a shred of 

evidence. Clinton had openly threatened a “no-fly 

zone” over Syria, which her own Generals advised 

would be a declaration of war against Russia and 

Syria. Clinton, who as Secretary of State, had 

NATO bomb Libya to smithereens, and then 

gloated about the murder of its leader Colonel 

Gaddafi – represented nothing less than nuclear 

world war.  

Due to the fact that Trump was an outsider within 

the US ruling class, he was able to separate 

himself from the Obama-Clinton foreign policy 

nightmare, the central plank of which was the 

arming and funding of genocidal ISIS and Al-

Qaeda terrorists throughout the Middle East, 

North Africa, and further afield. Thanks largely to 

the intervention of the Russian military, at the 

invitation of the Syrian government; the US led 

war for regime change in Syria has come to a 

grinding halt. Trump, who despite his billions is 

somewhat detached from the US ruling class, 

called out and denounced the mass crime of 

outsourcing US wars. He could also see that 

Russia was deadly serious about taking out ISIS, 

whereas the US was not. Russia was almost 

single-handedly responsible for preventing the 

threat of ISIS from spreading, and this, more than 

anything else, exposed the US Empire.  

None of this means, however, that Trump’s 

foreign policy will always coincide with the 

interests of working people the world over. In 

fact, indications are that the Trump 

administration will back the Zionist state of Israel 

with its horrendous suppression of the 

Palestinian people to an even greater degree 

than previously. There are also indications that 

Trump will seek to start a trade war with China, 

by lumping huge tariffs on all incoming trade of 

Chinese products. A military confrontation with 

China, however, does not at this stage appear to 

be on the cards. Trump has made numerous 

statements indicating a desire to make Japan and 

South Korea pay for US protection in the Asia-

Pacific, alongside demanding European members 

of NATO also pay for their own “protection” from 

Russia. Of course there is no threat from Russia – 

the threat is the other way, from NATO members 

provocatively mobilising troops and missiles right 

on the border with Russia. NATO also helped to 

install a fascist-led Nazi government in Kiev, 

Ukraine, which was directly aimed at Russia. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Working people in the US, internationally, and 

especially here in Australia, have a military side 

against US imperialism, and with the states 

currently holding back the US Empire, and thus 

preventing World War. That is, working people 

Above: Supporters of Donald Trump during a US election 

rally. Regardless of how it is portrayed, some elements of 

the US working class supported Trump, even if it was over 

vague promises about creating jobs. This section of Trump 

supporters cannot be blamed for Trump’s election. The 

same cannot be said for the far-right and fascist inclined 

minority section of the US electorate. Clinton represented 

more of the same social devastation, and an even more 

aggressive war policy. This was understandably rejected. 

Image from www.dailykos.com 
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should militarily ally themselves with Russia, 

China, Iran, Syria and their allies such as 

Zimbabwe, the Democratic People’s Republic of 

Korea (DPRK), Cuba, Bolivia, Venezuela and 

others. Political support for these states, on the 

other hand, is conditional. This is because some 

of the capitalist states such as Iran and Russia, are 

likely to seek to appease imperialism, perhaps 

mistakenly believing that imperialism can be 

negotiated with. In turn some of the socialist 

states such as China, Cuba the DPRK, can also 

seek to cut deals with imperialism in order to 

safeguard their domestic socialism, and act which 

nonetheless erodes international socialism.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Opposing this axis is of course is the US Empire, 

with its allies  Britain, France, Germany, Canada, 

Australia, Saudi Arabia, Israel, Turkey, Qatar and 

so on. To what extent Trump comes to terms with 

Russia and Iran, or to what extent the US state 

will allow Trump to come to terms with Russia 

and Iran, is an open question. Even though 

working people can back Trump’s willingness to 

join with Russia to quash ISIS once and for all, 

Trump and the Republican Party are of course not 

reliable allies. Further, it is possible that a further 

contraction in the capitalist economy in the US 

and in Europe and the West could lead to the 

breakout of a world military conflict regardless of 

the intentions of the Trump administration. 

Production for private profit drives its own 

outcomes, unless checked by an active and 

mobilised working class. 

Prospects for working people domestically 

With Trump’s election, living and working 

conditions could decline still further for US 

citizens. Racists and fascists could be emboldened 

to organise even further than what they have 

been. But the conditions which have created this 

have not been created by the election of Trump. 

The conditions which have led to economic and 

social near collapse has been the day to day 

operation of the capitalist system, which for the 

last eight years was overseen by Obama and 

Clinton. Working people fighting back therefore, 

need to target not only Trump and the 

Republicans, but Clinton and the Democrats, and 

the entire US ruling class. Rising up against Trump 

only will serve to rehabilitate the Democrats, 

whoever their next leader will be. Racism, sexism, 

homophobia, misogyny – these are all cancers 

which must be fought by working people. But 

they cannot be fought by backing one side of the 

ruling class, or calling for a “people’s movement”, 

which inevitably becomes class-collaborationist. 

Voting, or in any way supporting, the lesser evil 

always means that workers cop the lesser evil and 

the greater evil together.  

It is possible that here in Australia, far-right 

groups and parties will be encouraged to organise 

still further by the election of the Trump 

administration. And like in the US, the racism, 

xenophobia and bigotry of the far right here – 

such as that of the United Patriots Front, the 

Party for Freedom and even One Nation, cannot 

be fought on the simple plane of their misguided 

ideas. Working people are attracted to the far 

right not because they are inherently racist, but 

because they see no other option to address their 

Above: US President Elect Donald Trump, at left, and 

Russian President Vladimir Putin, at right. Trump has 

indicated that he would be willing to work with Putin, 

and suggested an inclination to pull back from direct 

confrontation with Russia. One of the most decisive 

tests will be to see if Trump can restrain the section of 

the US state which has been, and still is, aggressively 

provoking Russia, inevitably towards war. NATO troop 

deployments in Eastern Europe are just one example. 

Image from www.rt.com 
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plight. Hence, the material reasons for the drift to 

the right have to be undermined by sustained left 

wing class struggle.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some claim that the left cannot fight the far-right 

because the left is divided. In fact, the “left” – 

such as it exists, is united – but on a liberal basis, 

rather than a working class basis. Many leftists 

believe that a “broad” or “people’s” movement is 

all that is needed to combat the right. However, a 

“broad” movement, encompassing anyone from a 

rank and file worker, up to liberal NGOs and the 

Australian Greens, will not be able to begin to 

address current problems because it is tied to the 

“progressive” wing of the ruling class. Not only 

will such a movement not be able to counter 

racism and/or fascism, it will not be able to 

materially improve the living and working 

conditions of working people.  

What is desperately needed is not to unite the 

classless “people”, but to unite the workers in 

struggle. A key demand which could play a huge 

role is beginning a fightback is the demand for a 

30 hour week with no loss in pay!  Workers and 

Unions leading such a mass struggle would draw 

in other sectors of society who want to find a way 

out of the current impasse. Other basic demands, 

such as for free, or at least affordable, housing, 

health care and education would be discussed in 

the process. Such a movement would inevitably 

lead to a discussion amongst workers at to what 

kind of society needs to replace capitalist decay.  

An obstacle to this necessary path of struggle will 

be conservative Trade Union officials, who can 

only maintain their self-serving careers by 

preventing workers from seriously challenging 

their own oppression. A sustained political 

struggle against them, and against all the forces 

of the old world, will unleash workers’ abilities as 

never before. From mass strikes can emerge the 

beginnings of a mass workers party, the 

necessary prerequisite for a successful socialist 

revolution. Only sustained class struggle can roll 

back the far-right, and only a workers’ revolution 

can abolish the daily horrors thrown in our faces.  

 

Workers League 

www.redfireonline.com 

E: workersleague@redfireonline.com 
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workers league 

 

Above: A “March Australia” rally from 2014 in 

Melbourne. Even though these rallies mobilised 

thousands of people, the “all in together” nature of the 

actions meant that the politics necessary for the 

advance of working people was absent. To take on 

Trump, or the rise of One Nation in Australia, a more 

developed pro-working class position will be needed. 

Image from www.independentaustralia.net 

http://www.redfireonline.com/
mailto:E:%20workersleague@redfireonline.com


RED FIRE JANUARY 2017 Page 29 
 

NO TO REFOULEMENT,  

NO DEPORTATIONS! 

FOR THE LIBERATION 

 OF TAMIL EELAM! 

    

 

 

 

(The following is the text of a leaflet distributed at 

a rally opposing the deportation of Tamil asylum 

seekers from Australia, which took place in 

Brisbane) 

12-11-2016 – Refoulement – literally, the return 

of refugees and asylum seekers to a country 

where they are likely to be persecuted, or even 

executed – is illegal under international law. As is 

well known, however, real violations of 

international law have rarely in the past 

prevented the Australian government from 

carrying them out. The return of Tamil asylum 

seekers by Australian government authorities, 

sometimes while at sea, plumbs new depths of 

inhumanity. Tamil asylum seekers are likely to be 

arrested, or tortured or killed, or all three, at the 

hands of the Western backed Sri Lankan 

government now headed by President 

Maithripala Sirisena, if they are forcibly returned. 

The numbers are staggering. Since October 2012, 

the Australian government has forcibly returned 

1248 Tamil asylum seekers.35 Not that this is a 

                                                           
35

 
http://nswlegalnetwork.wixsite.com/ainswlegalnetwork/sin
gle-post/2016/06/08/Discrimination-against-Refugees-

Above: Former Australian Immigration Minister Scott Morrison warmly greets former Sri Lankan President Mahinda 

Rajapaksa, who oversaw the brutal military suppression of the Tamil resistance in 2009. Australia and the US and other 

Western countries gave a wink and a nod to the massacres of Tamil people carried out the Sri Lankan military, and Australia 

now ludicrously claims that Sri Lanka is “at peace”. In fact Tamil persecution continues to this day. Photo from Getty Images 
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concern for the Australian ruling class, who are 

hell bent on producing ever more scapegoats in 

an attempt to deflect working people’s attention 

away from the collapse in living standards, 

crumbling infrastructure, vanishing public 

services and rising unemployment.  

Sri Lanka’s history is one of rule by not one but 

three colonialist powers – Portugal, Holland and 

Britain. But it was British rule which largely laid 

out the conditions for the horrific oppression of 

the Tamil people, which used the Roman-like 

adage of “divide and rule”. This history requires a 

separate study. One key factor was the “Sinhala 

Only” Act in 1956,36 introduced by the Sri Lankan 

Freedom Party (SLFP), some years after formal 

independence from Britain, which made 

Sinhalese the sole language in the country. This 

had the effect of driving out Tamils from the 

public service, depriving many of a living and 

institutionalising discrimination against them. 

Later, in 1971, the government introduced the so-

called “Standardisation” policy, which in effect 

made it extremely difficult for Tamil students to 

be accepted into Universities. 

These discriminatory policies, and other exclusion 

measures, whipped up several racist mass riots 

against the Tamils in 1956, 1958 and 1977. Young 

Tamils began to think of how this severe 

repression could be fought against and 

overcome. It was possible that the course they 

could have chosen would be that of class struggle 

socialism. However, an epic betrayal by two self-

proclaimed socialist parties, one “Trotskyist” and 

the other “Stalinist”, probably pushed Tamils 

seeking justice onto the path of nationalism. The 

Lanka Sama Samaja Party (LSSP) and the 

Communist Party (CP) had some influence 

amongst a country where socialist ideas are 

generally popular. However, in 1964 both the 

LSSP and the CP joined with the SLFP led capitalist 

                                                                                                  
Expulsion-of-SriLankan-Tamil-asylum-seekers-arriving-in-
Australia-by-boat (07-11-2016) 
36

 https://www.britannica.com/event/Sinhala-Only-Bill (07-
11-2016) 

government, and some took ministerial posts! 

That is, they joined with the same party in 

government, which had initiated the “Sinhala 

Only” Act. This treacherous act condemned the 

“socialists” in the eyes of Tamils struggling to free 

their people.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The betrayal of the “left”, combined with the 

conservative parliamentarism of such groups as 

the All Ceylon Tamil Congress, seems to have 

convinced Tamil militants to take up arms. This 

perspective was even further ingrained after yet 

another appalling pogrom in 1983, during which 

around 3000 Tamils were slain by rampaging 

Sinhala mobs, often led by Buddhist monks. So, 

under the leadership of V Prabakaran, the 

Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) emerged. 

Within a few years, they had assembled a 

formidable fighting force of armed guerrillas. 

While the LTTE were nationalist, rather than 

socialist, they nevertheless carried out a just 

struggle against a US backed Colombo elite which 

used savage racism to maintain themselves in 

power.  

Above: The military situation in Sri Lanka in 2006. The 

Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) controlled the 

north and east of the country. A combination of factors, 

not the least of which was support from the Western 

Imperialist powers, including Australia and the US, plus 

abandonment by the misguided leaderships of the 

socialist states, such as China and Cuba, led to the 

military defeat of the LTTE in 2009. During that year, 

approximately 20 000 Tamils were slaughtered by the 

Sri Lankan military. www.jinsa.org 

http://nswlegalnetwork.wixsite.com/ainswlegalnetwork/single-post/2016/06/08/Discrimination-against-Refugees-Expulsion-of-SriLankan-Tamil-asylum-seekers-arriving-in-Australia-by-boat
http://nswlegalnetwork.wixsite.com/ainswlegalnetwork/single-post/2016/06/08/Discrimination-against-Refugees-Expulsion-of-SriLankan-Tamil-asylum-seekers-arriving-in-Australia-by-boat
https://www.britannica.com/event/Sinhala-Only-Bill
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Military defeat of the LTTE 

For the five months preceding the final military 

defeat of the Tamil Tigers in May 2009, the Sri 

Lankan military slaughtered between seven and 

20 000 Tamils, who were indiscriminately 

bombed to death in LTTE held areas. The LTTE 

previously had won a series of battles with the Sri 

Lankan military, despite being vastly outgunned. 

The Colombo elite has been militarily and 

politically backed by the United States and Israel, 

and politically aided by Canberra, for decades. So 

what factors enabled the Sri Lankan military to 

defeat the LTTE in 2009? There were several 

factors, but a key one was the banning of the 

LTTE as a “terrorist” organisation along with the 

anti-democratic “anti-terror” laws imposed by 

many Western countries in the wake of the 

September 11, 2001 attacks on the World Trade 

Centre in the US. These laws, or their equivalent, 

enacted by the US, Canada, Britain, Australia, 

India and the EU in 2005, severely restricted 

financial and other support to the LTTE from the 

large Tamil diaspora. Also critical was the 

defection of Colonel Karuna to the Sri Lankan 

government, who reportedly took a section of the 

Tigers with him, and began supplying information 

on LTTE positions and practices. Another factor 

was the Indian state funnelling intelligence from 

the US to the Sri Lankan government. These and 

other aspects created a vast advantage for the 

notorious Sri Lankan military.  

 

Thus the LTTE on its own may well have been 

able to stand its ground, and hold the 15 000 odd 

square kilometres it controlled. However, some 

of the world’s strongest imperialist powers 

combined to back Sri Lanka in Eelam War IV. Not 

only that, at the time the UN Human Rights 

Council passed a resolution at the height of the 

war, supporting Sri Lanka’s conduct!  

Unfortunately, voting for this resolution were 

also several fellow Third World countries such as 

Ghana and Nigeria, as well as some socialist 

states such as Cuba, Vietnam and China. The 

respective leaderships of the socialist states, via 

their interpretation of the theory of “peaceful 

coexistence” often lend themselves to betrayal in 

favour of seeking friendly relations with capitalist 

states – which often means turning a huge blind 

eye to manifold crimes within those countries. 

Alas, the Latin American countries which are 

supposed to bring to life “21st century socialism”, 

such as Evo Morales’ Bolivia, Hugo Chavez’s 

Venezuela and Daniel Ortega’s Nicaragua also 

backed the Sri Lankan government, due to a 

similar standpoint.  

At the time, and continuing today, Washington, 

London, Canberra, New Delhi – with the support 

of Tel Aviv, all act to back Colombo, and repress 

the Tamil liberation struggle. These imperialist 

powers, at all costs, wish to prevent the Tamil 

and Sinhala workers joining together to challenge 

Sri Lankan capitalism. The natural deep water 

port of Trincomalee is what they consider a 

strategic asset, and indeed Sri Lanka is bypassed 

by vast amounts of trade sailing from West to 

East. It is the jewel of the Indian Ocean. With this 

in mind, the Tamil solidarity movement 

internationally, as well as the refugee rights 

movement here, needs to take account of just 

who will be allies in this struggle and who will be 

enemies. 

Refugee rights in the Asia-Pacific 

The refugee rights movement in Australia is now 

facing the incredible possibility of the federal 

Liberal government permanently banning 

refugees imprisoned on Manus Island or Nauru 

from ever entering Australia, even on a tourist 

visa, for the rest of their lives.37 Despite the 

refugee rights movement being very active over 

many years, and despite winning some minor 

reforms, overall it is still being forced back. While 

this has been happening, Tamil asylum seekers 

are being deported to almost certain death in Sri 

Lanka.  

                                                           
37

 http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-10-30/manus-nauru-
refugees-asylum-seekers-to-be-banned-turnbull-
says/7978228 
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In recent years, the refugee rights movement has 

largely been held in thrall to the vagaries of the 

imperialist powers, despite its intentions. The last 

five years have seen two savage imperialist wars 

which have caused tens of thousands of refugees 

to flood into Europe, and indeed to other parts of 

the world including ultimately, Australia. These 

have been the wars of regime change, first 

against Libya, and then against Syria. In both 

cases, some of the same war machines which 

backed the genocidal Rajapaksa government, 

armed and funded barbaric mercenaries which 

were sent into Libya and Syria to lay the 

unspeakable foundations for the West to step in 

as “saviour”. This included the US, the UK, Israel – 

all backed politically by Canberra. Yet what we 

have experienced is a refugee rights movement 

which did not oppose these wars, but sung praise 

about mythical “revolutions”. The refugee rights 

movement largely came behind sustained 

Western corporate propaganda, which claimed 

that Colonel Gaddafi and Bashar Al-Assad were 

“dictators”. They even switched to call for Syrian 

refugees to be accepted into Australia – which in 

practice makes it much easier for the Syrian 

government to be overthrown. We had, in effect, 

a pro-war refugee rights movement. 

While the refugee rights movement appears to be 

“putting pressure” on the Australian government 

to release and humanely treat refugees and 

asylum seekers coming to this country, in fact 

they are strengthening the very forces they 

believe they are protesting against. This is due to 

the fact that the demands are always placed on 

the government, rather than against the 

government. No amount of pleading for human 

rights, for compassion or for due process, will 

override the needs of the Australian ruling class 

to seek and punish innocent scapegoats. The 

Australian “captains of industry” need to foster 

and foment extreme racism and nationalism 

amongst Australian workers in order for them to 

divert their anger over economic recession and 

declining living standards from the ones 

responsible – the corporate and financial elite. 

The Tamil solidarity movement, and the refugee 

rights movement, thus need to turn to the one 

force which does have the power, and the 

interest, to win real justice. That force is the 

working class, here and overseas. To unleash 

their power requires a political struggle against 

the Union officials, which, almost universally line 

their own pockets by steering workers into 

backing US/AUST imperialism in the Asia-Pacific. 

This will more than likely require a split in both 

the refugee rights movement and the Tamil 

solidarity movement, into pro and anti-worker 

divisions. By limiting itself to nationalism the 

Tamil struggle eventually fell, despite remarkable 

courage, dedication and self-sacrifice. Similarly, 

by limiting itself to pleading with the Australian 

rulers, the refugee rights movement here 

repeatedly takes blows from which it has to 

repeatedly recover. The bottom line is that the 

enemy for Tamils and refugees and asylum 

seekers are the forces and allies of the US Empire, 

from Washington, to London to Canberra to 

Colombo. The only ally which can win are the 

workers themselves, mobilised in opposition to 

the “masters of war”. NO TO REFOULEMENT!  

LIBERATION FOR TAMIL EELAM! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: The flag of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam 

(LTTE). Despite waging a heroic political and armed 

struggle over many years, the LTTE were militarily 

defeated in 2009.  While working people can support 

their struggle, the nationalist basis of the LTTE prevents 

them from appealing or linking up with Sinhalese 

workers, imposing certain limitations. Nonetheless, 

refugee rights supporters should oppose deportations 

of Tamil asylum seekers. www.telo.org 
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THE LIBERATION OF SYRIA – A 

VICTORY AGAINST THE EMPIRE 

www.khamenei.ir 

(The following is a statement released by the 

Workers League on 17 December2016) 

As we go to press, the Russian and Syrian armed 

forces are on the verge of the complete liberation 

of Aleppo from being held hostage by Western 

backed mercenaries. This is after five years of 

arguably the most criminal war waged against a 

sovereign country in modern history. It is an open 

secret that the governments of the United States, 

France, the United Kingdom, Saudi Arabia, Turkey 

and Qatar have armed, funded, trained and in 

some cases directed tens of thousands of 

barbarous mercenaries from over 80 different 

non-Syrian countries, and let them loose. In this 

historically unprecedented crime, they have been 

backed by the governments of Australia, Canada, 

Denmark, Israel and others. The leader of this 

Empire is centred in Washington, yet as we saw in 

September this year, and by its own admission, 

Canberra is a willing partner.38 

Countless corporate media outlets, from CNN and 

ABC in the US, to the BBC in the UK, to France 24, 

and including the ABC and SBS in Australia, have 

played an ignominious role in reproducing pro-

war “news” and continue to do so, even as we 

potentially see the end of the war on Syria in 

sight. This litany of lies about the war has 

confused many of those who opposed the war on 

Iraq in 2003, and has seemingly fooled a whole 

swathe of parties which claim to be “socialist”. 

Some in the Refugee Action Collective have also 
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taken the bait. In the Western corporate media 

narrative, unspeakably barbaric Western backed 

mercenaries are called “activists” or “rebels”. The 

legitimate Syrian government is referred to as a 

“regime”. The slaughter of innocents by ISIS and 

Al Qaeda groups, which frequently change their 

names, is blamed on Russia, without a shred of 

evidence.  

The liberation of Aleppo from ISIS and Al Qaeda 

should be compared to the liberation of Saigon in 

1975. In fact, Syria is arguably the first major 

defeat for US imperialism since their defeat in 

Vietnam. For the US Empire, it wasn’t supposed 

to be this way. It was supposed to be yet another  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

textbook case of the US arming death squads and 

overthrowing the state which they viewed as too 

independent from Washington. After Libya, the 

US elite perhaps believed that no one would 

stand in their way. In Syria, however, other 

powers saw that the endless US game of regime 

change would soon enough target them if they 

did not act. Russia was the most aware of this 

and acted accordingly. Iran joined them, and 

China at least gave some support in the United 

Nations. As Syrian Presidential and Media Advisor 

Dr. Bouthaina Shabaan commented, the 

liberation of Aleppo from US backed Al Qaeda 

groups will not only turn the face of the war, but 

change the balance of power regionally and 

internationally. Russia and China now lead the 

international scene, not the United States.39 

Consider the position of the US ruling class at this 

moment. The virtually limitless propaganda about 

a supposed “Syrian revolution”, led by 

“moderates”, has been exposed for all to see. No 

matter which way they attempt to spin it, the 

whole world can simply do their own research to 

discover that it is the US ruling class which long 

ago had designs on regime change in Syria, long 

before 2011. The whole world can do their own 

research and without much difficulty, establish 

that it was the US Empire and their allies, which 

armed, funded, and in some cases fought 

alongside,40 the very ISIS groups they claimed to 

be fighting against. The whole world can also see 

who was really serious in ridding the world of the 

scourge of ISIS, and who by far did the most 

about it – the Russian government. At the request 

of the Syrian government, Russia intervened on 

September 30, 2015, and decisively turned the 

proxy war against the US Empire. For this service 

to humanity, Russia has been demonised and 

subjected to propaganda that makes the original 

Cold War seem like child’s play. In fact, some 

sections of the US ruling class were willing to go 
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 https://www.theguardian.com/uk-
news/2016/aug/09/pictures-appear-to-show-british-
special-forces-on-syrian-front-line (17-12-16) 

Above: The liberation of Aleppo  enabled Christmas 

celebrations to be publicly held in some parts of the city for 

the first time since being occupied by ISIS and Al Qaeda 

groups. Alongside the Christmas tree are posters expressing 

thanks to those leaders of countries and bodies which 

assisted the Syrian Arab Army in their defence against the 

Western armed mercenaries. The posters show Russian 

President V Putin, Syrian President Bashar Al-Assad, Iranian 

President Hassan Rouhani, and Hezbollah leader Sheik 

Hassan Nasrallah. There is also a flag of the People’s 

Republic of China, which offered opposition within the 

United Nations.  Image from www.sputniknews.com 
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RED FIRE JANUARY 2017 Page 35 
 

to war with Russia over Syria. If Hilary Clinton had 

won the US presidential election, a third world 

war was a definite possibility. It could still be, 

despite US President elect Donald Trump 

potentially being able to pull the US back from a 

full scale war, at least with Russia. 

 

 

 

 

A few short years ago, ISIS was the hot issue of 

the day. It allegedly threatened all of humanity 

with imminent destruction and “we” .i.e. Western 

governments, had to go to war to “protect” us 

from ISIS. At the same time, working people the 

world over had to accept the shredding of even 

nominal democratic rights, such as the right to 

not have your communication with others spied 

upon. In France the right to public assembly to 

protest against draconian labour law changes was 

all but abolished. Now, where is the threat from 

ISIS? Working people the world over can see that 

it is no longer there, and, regardless of your 

political opinion of the Russian government, it 

was largely Russia which eliminated ISIS. Can the 

US use the ISIS bogey again? Will the people of 

the world believe it a second time? To ask this 

question is to answer it. 

We can be sure, however, that the US Empire will 

again attempt, in some form, to at least 

manufacture a confrontation, if not a major war, 

with those who they see as standing in their way. 

This is not primarily a result of recklessness, 

though there is plenty of that. Ultimately it is 

produced by the world capitalist economies’ 

prolonged economic decline, if not outright 

recession. Working people have an acute need 

obviously to avoid a catastrophic war, but also for 

decent paying jobs, reliable public services, and a 

climate which does not threaten them. Only with 

a socialist system will the possibility of addressing 

these serious social problems present 

themselves. To lead a struggle for this society as 

well as an end to imperialist wars, working people 

need their own party. VICTORY TO SYRIA! 

 

 

Above: A long line of green buses which were used In 

December 2016  to ferry both civilians and Western 

backed mercenaries out of the areas of Aleppo which 

had been occupied by the Al Qaeda linked groups for 

years. Image from www.rudaw.net 

Below: Syrian flags dominate at a celebration at the 

University of Aleppo on December 20, 2016. Image 

from www.twitter.com/sahaouraxo Below at left: Also 

on December 20, 2016, Aleppans celebrate their 

liberation. Image from www.hwaairfan.wordpress.com 

http://www.twitter.com/sahaouraxo
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WHAT’S WRONG WITH 

PROTESTING THE TRUMP 

INAUGURATION?

 

 
By Paul Nave 

If you think there is something slightly odd about 

protesting the result of an election, you are not 

alone. The result of the election may not be what 

you desired – but whoever heard of protesting 

because the majority did not vote for what you 

wanted? Undeterred, some left parties are 

pressing ahead organising a protest against the 

inauguration of US President Elect Donald Trump 

on January 20, 2017. This may well be the biggest 

strategic blunder in many years. 

Firstly, for working people and those who see 

themselves as progressive politically, it is 

necessary to understand how Donald Trump won 

and why. It is difficult not to conclude that Trump 

won because he offered something different to 

the same old Obama/Clinton legacy of 

devastation, abandonment, war, unemployment, 

the collapse of social services, the hollowing out 

of entire cities, towns and neighbourhoods, the 

skyrocketing cost of living and so on. It may well 

be that Trump will not be able to implement any 

of his “Make America Great Again” slogan, or will 

not come through with his airy promise to bring 

back jobs. But, at least as far as the US electorate 

was concerned, he promised something. Clinton 

and the Democrats were barely promising 

anything. The US people read this to mean that 

Clinton and the Democrats were going to persist 

with an intolerable situation. That was enough for 

the US electorate, or the ones who did vote, to 

cast a vote for Trump. And who can blame them? 

Those left parties who are organising a protest 

against the Trump inauguration should take note 

of at least one factor: like it or not, large sections 

Above: Despite the consternation of liberals, Donald Trump’s slogan of “Make America Great Again” resonated with large 

sections of the US working class, whose living conditions have been decimated by the global financial crisis, overseen in the 

US by Barak Obama, Hilary Clinton and the Democrats. Image from www.newvision.co.ug 
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of the US working class support Trump. They may 

be misguided in doing so, but on the other hand, 

the other option – Clinton and the Democrats – 

may well have been worse for them. It is of 

course a negative that sections of the US working 

class are moving to the right, and potentially 

towards the fascist organisations which also 

support Trump. But to protest against them now, 

before a die has been cast, will likely push these 

sections deeper into the arms of the far-right. The 

aim of the left and working class supporters 

should be to try to win back that section of 

Trump supporters which do not regard 

themselves as Nazis. But this cannot be done by 

denouncing them for “racism, sexism and 

homophobia” – even though this certainly exists.  

 

Secondly, it is also difficult not to conclude that 

the aim of a protest against Donald Trump on or 

near inauguration day is to garner support for 

Clinton and the Democrats, even if the organisers 

specifically deny this. The demands are not 

anything like: “Down with Clinton, Trump and the 

Ruling Class”.  The demands, such that we can 

tell, are only aimed against Trump. The reason for 

this is that these left parties want to draw in 

liberal backers of Clinton, that is, they want them 

to be part of the actions. Similarly here in 

Australia, the politics of the proposed actions are 

such that any liberal can take part without any 

questions being thrown their way. That is, once 

again, these protests, even if on the face of it are 

directed against a President who appears to be 

the most backward in decades, really boil down 

to a demand for a slightly more liberal capitalist 

top official. This is not radical at all, and continues 

the political malaise which produced something 

like the Trump phenomenon in the first place. 

 

Thirdly, despite what leftists think of the capitalist 

electoral system, and particularly its 

shortcomings as it is practiced in the United 

States, Donald Trump won the election. Whether 

he won it on outright votes (which it appears he 

did not) or on electoral college votes (which it 

appears he did), according to the electoral system 

in place, and despite all we know about the usual 

irregularities (people not appearing on electoral 

rolls, anyone who has ever had even a minor 

conviction not being allowed to vote, and much 

more), Trump and the Republicans won the 

election. And they won because most Americans 

who did vote surmised that Clinton and the 

Democrats were a worse option. And they were 

not all wrong. 

In fact, in sheer terms of war, Clinton represented 

something almost unimaginable – the real 

likelihood of World War III. No matter how 

bellicose some of Trump’s rhetoric towards some 

states may be, at least he was not willing to 

launch world war, or at least against Russia. The 

hysterical screeching of Clinton herself, and her 

liberal backers, that Trump was an ally of Putin or 

even a Russian stooge, just does not stack up. 

Clinton would have ramped up the already hostile 

manoeuvres against Russia in Eastern Europe, 

Ukraine, and Syria. In fact, even some US generals 

were not keen to launch a world war with Russia 

over Syria. As quirky as it seems, compared to 

Clinton, Trump was almost an anti-war candidate. 

Let that sink in for a moment.  

Trump’s one progressive position – peace with 

Russia – may well be contradicted by a seeming 

strident opposition towards Iran. However, it 

could also potentially mean an end to US wars of 

regime change. Trump has made comments 

stating that the Middle East was better off with 

both Saddam Hussein and Colonel Gaddafi still in 

power in Iraq and Libya. Many are aware that 

what Trump says, especially with regard to 

foreign policy, may not be carried out, or, more 

than likely, will be stymied by the “deep state”. 

The US establishment, driven to a state of despair 

by the faltering state of US capitalism, engages in 

wars to save itself, and hang the consequences. 

Even someone with Trump’s politics can see the 

ultimately self-destructive results of this.  
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And what of Donald Trump’s racism, sexism and 

homophobia? No doubt this exists, but were 

Clinton and the Democrats going to be markedly 

better?  Racism, sexism and homophobia, 

amongst other things, are structurally part and 

parcel of the capitalist system. In the best case 

scenario, the Democrats would utter words 

against racism, sexism and homophobia, and a 

very mild reform perhaps. But they would not be 

able to end the oppression of African-Americans 

and others, women and LGBTI people. This 

requires a socialist revolution, at the least.  

Organising on Facebook under the moniker 

“Australia Says No to Trump”, these “left” parties, 

who are agitating to “fight Trump”, swear blind 

that they do not support Clinton and the 

Democrats. Such assurances are so much empty 

rhetoric. Their political practice tells a different 

story. Moreover, for the last six years, invariably 

these “left” parties have wholesomely backed 

Washington’s wars for regime change (at least in 

Libya and Syria) throughout the Obama/Clinton 

years. What these “socialists” really stand for is 

the election of the more liberal candidate in 

bourgeois elections. To ensure this outcome, they 

cannot even think of breaking with the liberal 

establishment. Working people, on the other 

hand, have learnt through bitter experience, that 

sometimes, or indeed often, the liberal candidate 

will cause more harm to them than the 

conservative. This experience, at least in part, 

helped produce the Trump victory.  

 

Hence, the way to defeat the right wing is not to 

attempt to push working people back into 

supporting liberal candidates and liberal parties – 

which they know from experience carry out 

similar, or worse, attacks on their livelihoods. Nor 

will anyone defeat the right wing by joining these 

same liberals, organised and unorganised, in 

protests against the one elected establishment 

figure which is rejected by the large majority of 

the US ruling class. Why not work on the 

contradiction within the US ruling class, to see 

where it leads?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rather than joining hands with liberals and 

protesting conservatives, the way to win working 

people away from both the liberal and 

conservative wings of the ruling class is to build 

politically independent mass campaigns which 

aim to win real gains for workers. Demands such 

as: a shorter working week with no loss in pay, 

fully funded public healthcare, decent and 

affordable public transport, publicly owned 

utilities, an expansion of public housing, and the 

nationalisation of the banks could be just the 

start. Once working people see a movement 

which aims to fight and win real gains, and seeks 

to sign them up, the appeal of both liberal and 

conservative parties – and even fascist groupings, 

will subside away into disuse. The organisation of 

a working class movement presupposes the 

formation of a workers’ party.  A workers’ party 

which fights for a workers government is the 

beginning of the end of the capitalist nightmare, 

and the opening of the road to socialism. 

Amongst other things, this is what is worth a 

demonstration in the streets.  

   

Above:  Hilary Clinton and her supporters 

attempted to counter Donald Trump’s slogan of 

“Make America Great Again” with “America is 

already great”, demonstrating that they were 

somewhat oblivious to the decimation of working 

and living conditions for the majority of the US 

working population. There is much to protest 

about the Trump agenda, but it is a huge error to 

protest the result of an election, no matter who 

the candidate was. Image from www.foxnews.com 
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PUBLIC SPACE, NOT 

PRIVATISATION! NO TO MEGA-

CASINOS! 

Above: Artists impression of the Queens Wharf Casino development. Image from www.smh.com.au 

(The following is the text of a leaflet distributed 

by the Workers League at a public meeting on the 

proposed Queens Wharf Casino). 

 

05-12-2016 – Make no mistake, Brisbane is being 

privatised before our very eyes. Huge slabs of 

public land are being sloughed off the public 

asset register by Labor and Liberal governments 

alike. The massive Queens Wharf Mega-Casino is 

just the latest instalment of a drive to enrich 

pathological corporations, at the expense of 

working people – the people who built this city. In 

the middle of Brisbane, public land will be handed 

to the Orwellian titled “Destination Brisbane 

Consortium” on a 99 year lease – in effect, 

permanent privatisation. The entire political 

establishment, from the Liberal Brisbane City 

Council to the Labor State Government, remain 

oblivious to the decimation of the heritage of the 

city, to the privatisation of public space, to the 

plight of the homeless, and to the working people 

whose taxes they fund directly to private 

business.  

 

Despite our strong political disagreements with 

the Australian Greens on other issues, we 

applaud the work of Greens Councillor Jonathon 

Sri, who is seeking to organise a much-needed 

campaign against the Queens Wharf Casino. 

Councillor Sri’s website points out just a few of 

the many reasons why the Queens Wharf Casino 

is an affront to the working people of Brisbane, 

and indeed the world. For one thing, 66 000 

square metres of office space formerly owned by 

the state government for public service staff, will 

be demolished to make way for the Casino 

development.41 It was the former Liberal National 

Party (LNP) Premier Campbell Newman which 

began the privatisation of CBD buildings formerly 

owned by the state government, but this has 

continued under the ALP Premier Anastacia 

Palaszczuk. 

Public servants, formerly working in a number of 

buildings in the CBD, will be crammed like 

sardines into the “Tower of Power”, the cosy deal 

Campbell Newman signed for a 45 storey tower 

at 1 William Street. Above them, will sit the 

                                                           
41

 http://jonathansri.com/casino/ (26-11-2016) 

http://www.smh.com.au/
http://jonathansri.com/casino/
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Cabinet and the Ministers in much more 

spaciously accounted floors at the top. For the 

first time in Queensland’s history, the Premier 

and Cabinet will “work” from offices owned by 

the private sector!  Several government 

departments will be located there, while paying 

rent to the private sector – to the tune of $10.5 

million dollars per year.42 That is, 10 million odd 

dollars from the taxpayer, will be going directly 

into the bank accounts of the private sector – 

each year. None of that money will ever be spent 

on public amenities, public housing, schools or 

hospitals.  

The 2 billion dollar contract handed to Echo 

Entertainment to build the Queens Wharf 

monstrosity will fill the troughs of corporate 

developers, and the politicians and councillors 

who “approve” it, but will privatise 7.8 hectares 

of the Brisbane CBD, which will be welcoming for 

those high rollers who can afford to gamble, but 

will likely lock out poor and working class people 

who cannot afford gambling and stays in 5 star 

resorts. Some architects have severely criticised 

the proposal. Richard Kirk, the President of the 

Australian Institute of Architects Queensland, has 

berated the plan which will build gaming floors 

over the top of public streets, plunging them into 

darkness.43 The one piece of the proposal which 

may be genuinely accessible to the non-paying 

public is an alleged bridge to South Bank. But this 

has not been budgeted for, and so will probably 

not happen. 

There has been no public consultation 

whatsoever, on anything to do with the mega-

casino development. This is probably because 

where casinos have been built, dramatic social 

problems like poverty and mental illness increase. 

Not only that, the Queens Wharf  “development” 

will not even go through the already corporate 
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 http://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/queensland/1-
william-street-to-be-entirely-filled-by-public-servants-
20150615-ghof5p.html (26-11-2016) 
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 http://www.afr.com/real-estate/commercial/architects-
slam-queens-wharf-casino-site-warn-of-irreparable-
damage-to-brisbane-20150805-gis5l9 (26-11-2016) 

developer friendly laws that usually apply to such 

developments. It will not be assessed against the 

Sustainable Planning Act of 2009, nor the 

Brisbane City Plan of 2014.44 It’s a virtual green 

light before any nominations have even been 

received.  

“Developments” such as these should be enough 

to shake, if not shatter, any faith that working 

people hold in governments which are beholden 

to the corporate elite. The cardinal lesson for 

working people is that capitalist governments, at 

whatever level, are not, and never will be, “our” 

governments, no matter how much we lobby 

them, or indeed protest against them. All 

capitalist governments are governments imposed 

on working people against their will, and are set 

up to prevent working people from taking part in 

any decision which seriously affects their living 

conditions. Behind capitalist governments lie the 

capitalist state – the police, the courts, the 

prisons and the armed forces – whose job it is to 

force working people to accept the further 

accumulation of private capital at their expense. 

The capitalist state enforces nothing less than 

private wealth built on public squalor. 

All efforts should be extended to stop the Queens 

Wharf casino, the privatisation of public land, 

public housing and indeed public services 

themselves. At the same time, we need to be 

aware that it is only a workers’ government, at 

the head of a socialist state, which can truly act in 

the interests of the public. A socialist state begins 

with the seizure of state power by the organised 

working class, led by a workers’ party. Such a 

party urgently needs to be formed, and we can 

begin to build such a party by replacing class-

collaborationist Union officials with a class 

struggle leadership. Then the potential to unleash 

the real social power of the working class can be 

breached. As we struggle for decent social living 

conditions, the socialist objective must remain 

foremost in our minds. Down with Queens Wharf! 
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