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SYRIA: THE OBAMA CONVICTION 
BY PHIL BUTLER 

Russia and Vladimir Putin did not start Arab 
Spring. Russia and Vladimir Putin did not start the 
Syria carnage we see today. The United States of 
America, Britain, the NATO pact, the Saudis and 
Qatar, and Israel were in the driver’s seat in all 
this. What’s amazing for many onlookers is how 
undisputedly exact these facts are, and how 
obtuse and unaffected people are in knowing. 
That the UN and other international oversight has 
not acted appropriately. This is the biggest crime 
against humanity since the holocaust. 

I awoke this morning to an RT story about a 
Syrian parent being forced to watch his son being 
beheaded in front of his eyes. A man named 
Yassar was the subject, a father who has now lost 
3 of 4 sons in America’s proxy war for Syria. Yes, 
the Syria carnage is all about the overthrow of 
Israel’s closest and most hated enemy. This 
chaotic region’s reconstruct is all about US 
strategic reach and global resources remaining. 
That’s it, and everyone who knows anything 
knows I speak the truth. You don’t have to scan 
WikiLeaks Hillary Clinton cables to find out the 
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United States planned and orchestrated the 
overthrow of Assad, but you can. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Arab Spring, and especially Syria, will go 
down in the annual of human endeavour as a 
footnote to how war and carnage feed capitalism 
and the power hungry elites. Within this footnote 
future historians will not discover a WikiLeaks or 
Edward Snowden revelation on Putin not Russia, 
for there is no such revelation to be had. All 
anyone on the side of US hegemony has to show, 
are rumours and concocted reviling against the 
charismatic pragmatist, the former KGB man who 
tried to transform Russia. You can read in the 
notorious Panama Papers who somebody who 
knows Putin “may” have stashed some money in 
Panama. The multitude of western billionaires 
editorialize Vladimir Putin as the world’s most vile 
criminal. But not one shred of proof emerges the 
man did anything wrong. He “probably” had this 
secret agent killed, he “may have” ordered an 
airplane shot down, Putin has been “likely” to 
invade some borderland 100 times, but Nada, 
Nyet, Nimic, Nothing of the sort took place. Don’t 
take my word, research to find the proof. Proof 

Russia did anything wrong simply does not exist. 
How amazing is that? 

When the United States of America invaded Iraq 
on the premise of Saddam Hussein’s alleged 
possession of horrific weapons of mass 
destruction, America was guilty of an act of 
unprovoked war. The reader must come to terms 
with this. The nation that has professed 
democracy and freedom to the world since its 
inauguration attacked and took over a sovereign 
nation that had absolutely no power to endanger 
Americans at home. Weapons of mass 
destruction did not exist in Iraq’s arsenal, and the 
Bush administration could not even plant some 
on Iraqi soil to indemnify the lie. And this “lie” did 
not originate with the Bush administration, nor 
even the Bill Clinton administration before. 
However, the Authorization for Use of Military 
Force Against Terrorists or “AUMF” was made law 
on 14 September 2001, and it did permit George 
W. Bush the junior to proceed with final 
“crusade” to take over the Middle East. Looking 
at all that has happened, with eyes wide open, it 
is easy to certify this as true. Israel and the United 
States are in effect, the only participants in this 
world war unaffected by the carnage. Think about 
this. 

Millions of people in Syria are affected, Syria will 
never again be the country it once was. Neither 
will Tunisia, Libya, Lebanon, Yemen, Sudan, or a 
host of other “victim” countries reap progress in 
the near future, all because of an American hell 
storm supported by the British bankers and 
elitists who once raped these lands. The facts, the 
devastating reality of the Middle East is more 
horrendous than any novel plot. If Satan himself 
had commanded the carnage to begin, the end 
result could not have been more devastating. I 
cannot, nor should I, be less emphatic here. 

Vladimir Putin did something momentous back 
on September 11th, 2013. The date was chosen 
for effect, when the Russian president wrote an 
Op-Ed for The New York Times. For the reader 
here, please stop and think about what Putin did, 
when he reached out directly to the American 
people. There is no precedent in history, that I 
can think of. “A Plea for Caution From Russia” 
was an attempt to forestall an imminent invasion 
of Syria by the Obama administration. In typically 
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non-creative style, it was the Obama-Clinton 
foreign policy mandate to use weapons of mass 
destruction once again, in order to ceremoniously 
invade yet another enemy of Israel. And I include 
Israel because everyone knows who really stands 
behind. Watching the Middle East unravel, seeing 
the children burn, I imagine the character of all 
evil genius perpetrators. In a city set afire by 
arsonists, only one house stands untouched. If 
the Middle East were Rome, Israel would be 
Nero. This is clear in the geographer’s mind. Let 
me quote you a paragraph from Mr. Putin’s 
warning via the NYT: 

“The potential strike by the United States against 
Syria, despite strong opposition from many 
countries and major political and religious 
leaders, including the pope, will result in more 
innocent victims and escalation, potentially 
spreading the conflict far beyond Syria’s borders. 
A strike would increase violence and unleash a 
new wave of terrorism. It could undermine 
multilateral efforts to resolve the Iranian nuclear 
problem and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and 
further destabilize the Middle East and North 
Africa. It could throw the entire system of 
international law and order out of balance.” 

The appeal to Americans worked my friends, but 
only for a few days. President Assad agreed to a 
Putin orchestrated compromise, and Syria’s 
stockpiles of chemical weapons were destroyed. 
But Barack Obama and NATO went forward 
anyhow, only asymmetrically. The desire to “win” 
Damascus at any cost, it soon became apparent. 
The sanctions and economic war the west leveled 
on Syria since 2006, it soon became support for 
an internal insurgency manned by jihadist 
mercenaries. The long and short being, the 
American alliance (Israel cabal) hired, trained, 
paid, and commanded a horde of killers in Syria 
and Northern Iraq. Putin outlined this in 2013, for 
all the world to see, and his predictions for 
disaster came to pass, every one. He further 
codified US policy and the world’s general view 
too: 

“Millions around the world increasingly see 
America not as a model of democracy but as 
relying solely on brute force, cobbling coalitions 
together under the slogan `you’re either with us 
or against us`.” 

Finally, the Obama administration forged 
forward, both covertly and overtly, using the CIA 
and jihadist groups, and the unified Central 
Command, in order to ensure Assad’s demise. 
This assertion is irrefutable, unarguable, absolute, 
as we see in the evidence now. Vladimir Putin 
and Russia did not arm the Al Qaeda and 
ultimately ISIL in the Levant, Obama, the 
Europeans, the Saudis and Turkey, and Israel 
supplied all that was needed. With British oil 
companies and investment magnates fuelling ISIL 
with illegal oil from Kurdistan, it was only Putin’s 
air forces attacks on ISIL oil tankers that revealed 
the subterfuge. Central Command was and is 
flying air cover for ISIL. The Russian Ministry of 
Defence filmed the destruction of ISIL’s money 
train. The New York Times did not cue up on this. 
No western media did. This shows the malignant 
disease that has become free press. An 
independent journalist has to donate intelligence, 
to fend off the sold out lies of the criminal cadre. 
What a shambles. 

 

 

 

Those who cannot see or are confused, may still 
believe our world is in equilibrium. Normalcy may 
be your daily reality, at least according to the 
ongoing newsreel. In America the focus seems 
frozen. Partisan politics, however comical or 
tragic the candidates may be, reveals the 
fanaticism of choosing celebrity as leadership. 
Trump or Clinton, Republican or Democrat, if I 
were Hitler or Mussolini, America would be the 
easiest fascist empire to conquer mentally. “Give 

Above: Russian President Vladimir Putin has repeatedly 

warned Western journalists of the impending world 

danger if the US Empire continues its efforts to 

overthrow governments. Image fromwww.youtube.com 
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them more of what they want”, this would be my 
dictate to the oligarchy agents. And then I would 
proclaim “See, God willed it!” We are on the 
doorstep of Armageddon, and all of Sodom 
revels. Knowing full well the potential 
consequences of his actions, Barack Obama 
forged forward for the power elite. And for Israel 
he emptied the full gas can onto the Arab world. 
This is how historians will inscribe, the root 
causes of World War III. That is, should the forces 
of good prevail. As we all know, history is written 
by the victors. For those of you who still resist 
these truths, I leave you with America’s Syria 
facts. 

 In 1956 the NSA and CIA met in Damascus 
to discuss a US-backed ‘anticommunist’ 
takeover of the country. The plan was 
code named Operation Straggle – this is 
historic fact. 

 In 1957 Operation Wappen was 
orchestrated by Allen Dulles for the 
overthrow of Syria’s government. Bribes 
to Syria’s military establishment were 
documented – this is historic fact. 

 Also in 1957, British MI6 and the CIA 
plotted the assassination of top Syrian 
officials in what became known as 
the “Preferred Plan” – this is historical 
fact. 

 In 1967, as tensions between Arab 
countries and Israel boiled, the Israelis 
launched a pre-emptive air strike against 
Egypt’s air forces destroying opposing 
forces’ air superiority. The CIA and MI6 
had predicted Israel could win with a pre-
emptive attack. This is historical fact. 

 The 1973 Yom Kippur War saw the 
crucible of US, European, Soviet, Arab and 
Israeli policy and intelligence spiked. As 
the Arabs led an attack on Israel, so too 
the CIA and US State Department played a 
deadly game of cat and mouse. The OPEC 
Oil Embargo of the same time further 
cemented ongoing crisis. This is historical 
fact. 

 In 1983, then President Assad’s treaty 
with the Soviets prompted the CIA to aid 
the Muslim Brotherhood in their uprisings. 
This is historical fact. 

 From 2001 to 2003, the Bush 
administration and the CIA used Syria for 

the illegal detention and torture of “ghost 
detainees” in an operation called 
“Extraordinary Rendition” – this too is 
historical fact. 

 On Sunday, 26 October 2008, the 
CIA conducted a paramilitary raid on the 
town of Sukkariyeh in eastern Syria. The 
raid involved two dozen U.S. commandos 
in specially equipped Black Hawk 
helicopters. Since then the US has 
acknowledge other raids inside Syria. 

 US Special Activities Division teams have 
been deployed in Syria since 2006. This is 
historical fact as revealed by WikiLeaks. 

Today US Central Command tries to dictate the 
war on ISIL by demanding Russia and sovereign 
Syria stand down on bombing jihadist forces with 
US Special Forces advisers embedded. The 
generals in charge of the alleged US terror effort, 
have warned Russia and Assad aircraft will be 
attacked in “self-defence” of these invisible 
forces the Obama administration only reluctantly 
announced the existence of. The fact is, the US 
has supported Al Qaeda and its affiliated 
organizations for almost half a century since the 
heyday of the Soviet Afghan war. Obama and the 
previous seven US presidents were not only 
aware of the catastrophe the US has been 
involved in, but they were all complicit in helping 
Israel destroy any opposing external threat. This 
is the reality, it is incontrovertible, and the world 
needs to understand it if there is ever to be 
peace. Barack Obama is the chief executive of an 
organization complicit in destroying any chance 
of peace and prosperity for billions of human 
beings. And this my friends, is also 
incontrovertible. 

As for Vladimir Putin and Russia, the world can 
only really know his true intentions if there is 
peace. If Russia’s frontiers are not assailed, if 
Russophobes are for once bridled, and if old scars 
can be left to heal, only then can we truly 
understand the other side of this mess. No one is 
to blame for the Syria catastrophe beyond Tel 
Aviv, Washington, and London. I submit this to 
you as a coming historical fact. 

This article was first published on 28-08-2016 at 
the online journal “New Eastern Outlook”.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Allen_Dulles
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DRIVE OUT ONE NATION! 

FOR WORKERS’ STRUGGLE 

AGAINST RACISM AND WAR 

Above: Anti-fascist rally against supporters of Golden Dawn in Brisbane on May 2, 2014. The contingent was boosted by large numbers of 

construction Unionists, determined not to let Nazis march. Worker centred actions such as these are the best anti-dote to dealing with the 

racism of One Nation, which could evolve into fascism. Photo from www.brisbanetimes.com.au 

(The following is the text of a leaflet prepared by 

the ML Group for a rally against Pauline Hanson 

in Brisbane. The rally was subsequently cancelled 

by the organisers, mainly members of Socialist 

Alternative, over difficulties with securing a police 

permit for the action.) 

10-09-2016 – One Nation has returned to the 
political scene after a virtual 20 year absence. The 
Greens’ wheeling and dealing with the Liberal 
Party to change the Senate voting laws has 
allowed a tranche of right wing parties to gain a 
foothold in the federal parliament. The most 
prominent of these is Pauline Hanson’s One 
Nation, which secured 4.3% of the national vote, 
and four Senators.1 In Queensland, One Nation 
secured the Senate vote of around 10% of 
                                                           
1
 http://www.abc.net.au/news/federal-election-

2016/results/senate/ (27-08-16) 

electors. As was the case 20 years, ago One 
Nation has thrust misanthropic and vile racism 
into the headlines, and into the face of society. As 
in the past, One Nation is filling a political 
vacuum, but this time there are new scapegoats. 

While it is the case that One Nation, or at least 
One Nation Senator Malcolm Roberts, denies the 
science behind global warming, and Pauline 
Hanson has backed the sexist anti-women “Men’s 
Rights” movement, these two reactionary 
positions are not the main reason for the return 
of One Nation. One Nation has returned to 
national prominence on the basis of virulent 
racism against anyone holding the Islamic faith. 
Railing against Mosques, Halal food and the 
imaginary bogey of Sharia Law, One Nation has 
fuelled deadly racism against Muslims, believing 
that by doing so they are defending “Australia”.  

http://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/federal-election-2016/results/senate/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/federal-election-2016/results/senate/
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Aside from ignorance, there is a very material 
reason for such delusions.  

Wars of Regime Change 

One Nation could never have returned without 
the wars of regime change waged by the West in 
recent years, from which “ISIS” emerged. The 
West, particularly but not only the US, has funded 
and armed fundamentalist Islamic groups 
virtually non-stop from the 1970s. At that time 
the US government armed the Mujahideen in 
Afghanistan in an effort to overthrow the leftist 
pro-socialist government which had come to 
power there in 1978. In order to undermine the 
Soviet Union, the US armed the Mujahideen 
which carried out a vicious counter-revolutionary 
insurgency. This war devastated Afghanistan, and 
later produced the Taliban, Al-Qaeda and Osama 
Bin Laden. 

Fast forward to 2011, and the US was at it again, 
arming and funding Islamic fundamentalists in 
Libya in order to overthrow the relatively anti-
imperialist Libyan government, headed by 
Muammar Gaddafi. These terrorists only had a 
very small base of support within Libya, and thus 
were unable to topple the state. In stepped 
NATO, to bomb the country to smithereens. But 
the job for the US armed “jihadists” only shifted 
onto another front – that of Syria. The weapons, 
and some of the barbaric mercenaries wielding 
them, found their way from Libya to Turkey, and 
with the aid of Saudi Arabia and Qatar, flooded 
into Syria. This “rat line” was exposed by 
investigative journalist Seymour Hersh.2  This 
became a “dirty war” – imperialist powers waging 
war to overthrow a sovereign country - not by 
openly invading and sending in its own uniformed 
troops, but by arming and funding hit-men.  

From this abominable act came “ISIS” – allegedly 
a new “Islamic” fundamentalist group, but in fact 
entirely a creation of the US and its allies, 
particularly France, the UK, Saudi Arabia, Qatar 
and Turkey, with the support of Israel. The 
scarcely imaginable horror of public beheadings 
carried out by “ISIS” filled the world with dread of 
something which was supposedly “Islamic” – but 
it was nothing of the sort. Backward and far-right 
political elements around the world, unable to 
                                                           
2
 http://www.lrb.co.uk/v36/n08/seymour-m-hersh/the-red-

line-and-the-rat-line (27-08-16) 

see the backing of imperialism behind the 
brutality of ISIS, have turned the finger of blame 
onto Islam – which was one of the outcomes the 
imperialists designed, in order to deflect blame. 
Fantastic stories of the “Islamic State” aim to set 
up a caliphate abounded.  In reality, ISIS was the 
proxy force for Western aims.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Unable to explain the death squads of “ISIS” and 
the wars of regime change unleashed by the 
West – with the backing of Canberra – One 
Nation comes up with the demand for a Royal 
Commission into Islam, to determine whether 
Islam is a political or religious ideology. Jokes 
aside, this does provide a convenient scapegoat 
for the decimation of living and working 
conditions that is the corresponding outcome of 
the criminal and reckless wars being waged by 
the capitalist powers. And these wars themselves 
are also a product of the desperate economic 
recession the capitalist economies have been 
mired in since at least 2008. Any one of these 
regional wars or flashpoints – Syria, Ukraine, the 
DPRK (North Korea), the South China Sea – could 
boil over into a world war. In each one of these, 
the principal provocateur is Washington, backed 
by London, Paris and Riyadh, with minor though 
not insignificant roles being played by Tel Aviv 
and Canberra. Opposing, or at least blocking, the 
US imperialist axis is Moscow, Tehran, Beijing and 
their allies.   

Above: An ISIS convoy, replete with brand new Toyota 

utility vehicles. One Nation, in combination with some 

left parties which call for regime change in Syria, do not 

stop to think how ISIS have been equipped and armed. 

Even a casual observer  would realise that their funding 

must come from large state actors – it is not a rag-tag 

army. One Nation puts it down to “Islam”, and thus 

whips up virulent racism. Photo from www.cnn.com 

http://www.lrb.co.uk/v36/n08/seymour-m-hersh/the-red-line-and-the-rat-line
http://www.lrb.co.uk/v36/n08/seymour-m-hersh/the-red-line-and-the-rat-line
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Although One Nation itself is not specifically 
fascist, it has emboldened other fascistic groups 
such as Reclaim Australia (RA), the United 
Patriots Front (UPF) and the Party for Freedom 
(PFF). Fascism and war, throughout history, have 
often gone hand in hand, and today’s context is 
scarcely different. In the past, one could rely on 
left parties to oppose US imperialism in its drive 
to war. For the last five years, however, many left 
parties have lined up with the US with its wars of 
regime change in Libya and Syria – under the 
guise of backing mythical “revolutions”. Left 
groups such as Socialist Alternative (SAlt), 
Solidarity (Sol) and the Socialist Alliance (SAll) 
have hailed alleged “revolutionaries” in Libya and 
Syria – who turned out to be Western armed 
mercenaries, which seemingly sprung out of 
nowhere as ISIS in 2012. When the carefully 
orchestrated backlash against “Islam” in response 
to the unspeakable crimes of ISIS arises, these left 
groups then launch a call for the defence of 
Muslims per se.  

 

 

 

 

 

Furious backward political elements such as One 
Nation, RA, UPF, PFF etc thus see the “left” as 
backing the “Islam” of ISIS, and thus are enraged 
still further. In fact, the correct left wing position 
is to oppose US imperialism as it goes to war, 
whether in the guise of ISIS, or in its own name. 
This now requires a defence of the Syrian 
government and Syrian state, without necessarily 
endorsing the political leadership of Syria. The 
primary task is to see imperialism defeated, and 

thus to ally ourselves militarily with those states 
currently preventing further imperialist 
desolation – Russia, Iran, China etc. 

Unfortunately, the left groups which have come 
behind the US wars of regime change are also the 
loudest in opposing the countries composing the 
anti-imperialist axis. Russia, Iran and China are 
demonised by the Western corporate media, and 
the “left” follow suit. It is interesting to note that 
both the “left” SAlt, Sol and SAll, as well as the far 
right One Nation, RA, UPF, PFF etc all oppose Red 
China!   The far right parties oppose Red China for 
being “Communist”, whereas the “left” parties 
oppose Red China for being “capitalist”! In 
practice, the effect is the same – both the “left” 
and the far right aid and assist imperialism and its 
drive to war against China.  

Drive out One Nation and the threat of war 
through class struggle 

As repulsive as the racism of One Nation is, it will 
not be sufficient simply to oppose their racist 
vitriol, as important as that is. It will be necessary 
to push back against the faltering economic 
conditions capitalism is inflicting on working 
people, from a lack of jobs and basic social 
services to a skyrocketing cost of living and 
deteriorating public transport. Factors such as 
these fuel backward racist ideas amongst those 
drawn to One Nation, whose only solution is to 
put forward ever more scapegoats. It will also be 
necessary to oppose the West’s wars of conquest, 
and the potential wars against Russia and China, 
which ultimately are also a consequence of the 
falling rate of profit, and the resulting economic 
stagnation. A workers’ movement which has the 
strength to force improvements in real living 
conditions for working and oppressed people will 
undermine the material basis for the far-right 
wing scapegoating opportunism of One Nation.  

Politics abhors a vacuum. 20 years ago, One 
Nation attempted to fill the void created by years 
of Liberal and Labor moving steadily rightwards. 
This time around, One Nation is attempting to fill 
the void by not only Liberal and Labor still moving 
further to the right, but also the rightward drift of 
the Greens. Richard Di Natale, known for backing 
Zionist Israel, was installed as Greens leader to 
ensure this direction, and he has complied. The 
recent sacking of Sarah Hanson-Young from the 

Above: The skyline of Shanghai. Rapid economic 

development of Red China has put Western ruling 

classes on notice, and in turn some resort to anti-

communism. They are followed by both One Nation and 

some left parties, finding themselves in unusual 

common ground. Image from www.cityminded.org 
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Greens’ Immigration portfolio, and her 
replacement by the right wing Nick McKim, is yet 
more evidence of this. Regardless of the 
movements within the Greens, the Greens 
remain committed to the capitalist system, even 
as they criticise some aspects of it. This is why 
even if a more “left-wing” Greens were possible, 
it could not respond to the dire needs of working 
people. This requires a class struggle against the 
system of social production for private profit, 
rather than struggle for an amelioration of its 
effects.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pauline Hanson does try to appeal to working 
people suffering at the hands of “the market” by 
backing calls for a Royal Commission into the 
banks, and for the rebuilding of rural and regional 
areas decimated by the recession. Yet the far 
right can only offer the non-solution of the 
persecution of those of the Islamic faith, which 
ends in coming behind the “war on ISIS”, which 
Canberra falsely claims to be fighting. In 
response, what is required is much more than a 
broad anti-racist movement, as groups such as 
SAll call for, or a militant anti-racist front, as 
groups such as SAlt call for. What is required is a 
class struggle movement which strongly opposes 

the imperialist wars being waged overseas (Syria, 
Libya, Ukraine) the threat of war against Russia 
(Eastern Europe) and China (South China Seas), as 
well as opposing the war being waged on workers 
here by the ravages of the capitalist system, 
which is in a state of perilous decline. 
Demonstrations against the vile racism of One 
Nation are vital, but they must undermine not 
only racism, but its material source – the decrepit 
economy. 

Thus, in order to combat unemployment, the left 
should fight for a shorter working week with no 
loss in pay. We should also fight for retirement 
on a full pension at 60 years of age, and extensive 
and free public transport. We need to fight for a 
fully funded and free health care system, as well 
as an education system with no charges from 
Kindergarten to University. We need to demand a 
massive expansion of public housing, ceasing 
only when homelessness has been eliminated. In 
response to any claim that such things cannot be 
afforded, we need to insist that they be funded 
out of the profits of the banks, mining and other 
large corporations.  

The main obstacle to this program of struggle, as 
well as the struggle against imperialist war, is the 
top layer of self-serving Union officials, which 
gorge themselves in well-paid positions while 
systematically denying and preventing their own 
members and the working class from fighting 
back against their declining wages and conditions. 
However, they can be challenged if the left is able 
to forge a workers’ party which stands on the 
principle that workers must be organised 
independently of the capitalist state, its 
government, and certainly its employers. Such a 
party would seek to lead the struggle against the 
scourge of the likes of One Nation, imperialist 
wars and crumbling living conditions, culminating 
in the victory of socialism. Drive Out One Nation! 

www.pshift4zzz.wordpress.com 

Above: The logo of the Industrial and Commercial Bank 

of China. The ICBC is the largest bank in the world, but is 

wholly a state owned bank, an extension of the gains of 

the 1949 socialist revolution.  One Nation backs a Royal 

Commission into the Australian banks, appearing to take 

the side of the working people. Yet all banks in Australia 

are privately owned, and thus cannot be regulated in 

any serious way so as to provide a service.  Image from 

www.listings.echinacities.com  
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DEMAND FREE EDUCATION – 

JUST LIKE IN THE DPRK! 

Above: University education in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) is completely free of charge, which is funded 
by the socialist state. On completion of their studies, graduates are guaranteed employment, as unemployment is unknown in 
the DPRK. In contrast, University education in Australia has already become expensive, placing those who are able to go in  a 
situation of extremely burdensome debt while studying and after graduation. On graduating, there is a high likelihood of 
unemployment. Image from www.nordkorea-info.de 

(This is the text of a leaflet prepared by the ML 

Group for a student action on 24th August 2016) 

24-08-2016 – The figures are staggering. $20 

billion of government funding cut from the 

University sector, a drift towards total 

deregulation of fees, $100 000 degrees, and the 

privatisation of higher education. Combine this 

with a further slated 20% cut in funding, and a 

100% increase in class sizes over the last 

generation,1 and the labelling of tertiary 

education as being “Americanised” is no 

exaggeration. Along with the daylight robbery 

type fees, crowded lectures, more online courses 

and less contact with tutors have become the 

                                                           
1
 http://no100kdegrees.org.au/#!portfolio-item/100k-

degrees/ (06-08-16) 

norm. Higher Education in Australia is becoming, 

or has become, unaffordable for all but the most 

privileged.  

 

The quality of the education provided at 

Universities today and the fees charged proceed 

in inverse proportions. The worse the quality, the 

more fees are charged. University staff also suffer 

– there has been a raft of job cuts at Universities 

around the country, and many tutors who have 

some employment are only taken on for short-

term contracts. Casualisation is rife, with tutors 

sometimes only paid for the actual student 

contact hours. In contrast, the remuneration for 

University Vice-Chancellors continues to be 

obscene. Figures for VC salaries from 2015 reveal 

that the lowest VC salary was $540,000, while 

http://www.nordkorea-info.de/
http://no100kdegrees.org.au/#!portfolio-item/100k-degrees/
http://no100kdegrees.org.au/#!portfolio-item/100k-degrees/
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seven VCs pulled a salary of over 1 million per 

year.2 Universities have become commercialised 

degree factories, whose graduates are endorsed 

for uncritically accepting the privatisation of 

virtually everything. 

The rapidly approaching full deregulation of fees 

will adversely affect international as well as 

domestic students. A HSBC report found that 

despite Australia having the highest education 

costs of any country in the world,3 international 

students make up 20% of tertiary student body. 

These students are treated by University 

administrations as little more than cash cows, 

who are charged higher fees than domestic 

students. These international students have to 

work to pay the tuition fees in addition to their 

living expenses, while somehow studying full 

time. This leads many international students to 

undertake any available work, often ending up 

being illegally underpaid by notorious outfits such 

as the 7 Eleven convenience stores. 

While the National Tertiary Education Union 

(NTEU) has done some positive work to oppose 

the further drift to full fee deregulation, and to 

highlight the dangers of $100 000 degrees, it still 

ultimately retains an electoralist and 

parliamentarist strategy to address the almost 

terminal state of accessible higher education. In 

amongst encouragement to attend rallies, the 

NTEU officials talk about “helping out at election 

time”, “writing a letter to your MP”, and 

“ensuring that the government not abrogate its 

role in providing [higher education]”. The left 

party Socialist Alternative (SAlt), the largest left 

group organising on University campuses, also 

ultimately plays into a perspective of “pressuring” 

parliament and parliamentary parties, despite 

carrying out a commendable organisational role. 

SAlt correctly recognise that both Liberal and 

Labor parties back the effective privatisation of 
                                                           
2
 https://the-scan.com/2015/06/10/vice-chancellors-salary-

packages-on-the-rise/ (07-08-16) 
3
 http://www.about.hsbc.com.au/news-and-

media/australia-the-most-expensive-country-for-
education-hsbc-report (10-08-16) 

higher education, but often tailor their calls to 

target Liberal Party ministers, which opens the 

door for work on the ground with Labor and 

Greens aligned students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To be clear, the ongoing attacks on higher 

education in this country are not a result of the 

ideas or ideology of the major political parties, 

nor are they the result of the ideology of 

“neoliberalism”. Higher education is being 

privatised due to the economic crisis engulfing 

the capitalist world economies, mired in effective 

recession since 2008. In this country, the 

privatisation of higher education began in 1989 

under the Labor Party, but has continued ever 

since, regardless of whether there has been a 

Liberal/National, Labor or Labor/Greens coalition. 

All of these parties are committed to maintaining 

the capitalist system at the expense of the 

suffering of working people. All “liberal 

democratic” governments in this country are thus 

in practice arms of a dictatorship of the owners of 

the means of production. This is why they no 

Above: The National Tertiary Education Union carries 

out some valuable awareness and campaign work 

against the privatisation of higher education. However, 

overall, the NTEU leadership adheres to an electoralist 

perspective. Witness their slogan “$100 000 degrees? I 

didn’t vote for this.”  Neither the Labor Party nor the 

Greens can reverse the corporatisation of higher 

education, which is largely a result of the crisis of 

profitability of the capitalist system – a system they 

defend. Image from www.theconversation.com 

https://the-scan.com/2015/06/10/vice-chancellors-salary-packages-on-the-rise/
https://the-scan.com/2015/06/10/vice-chancellors-salary-packages-on-the-rise/
http://www.about.hsbc.com.au/news-and-media/australia-the-most-expensive-country-for-education-hsbc-report
http://www.about.hsbc.com.au/news-and-media/australia-the-most-expensive-country-for-education-hsbc-report
http://www.about.hsbc.com.au/news-and-media/australia-the-most-expensive-country-for-education-hsbc-report
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longer see it (if they ever did) as “their role” to 

provide accessible higher education, as the NTEU 

leadership implores. 

 

 

 

 

It is only a socialist government which genuinely 

sees its role as providing education for all working 

people. It is in the material interests of a socialist 

government to ensure all its citizens have access 

to all forms of education to establish an educated 

workforce, but also to ensure the scientific and 

cultural progress of that society. There is a 

socialist state in the Asia-Pacific region which 

does provide all its citizens with free education – 

the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK 

– referred to by the corporate media as “North 

Korea”). The DPRK has a Gross Domestic Product 

(GDP) which is only 1.3% the size of Australia’s 

GDP4, yet it is able to provide education at all 

levels, including 12 years of schooling, and 

between 3 and 5 years of University education at 

no cost to DPRK citizens. What is more, all 

University graduates are guaranteed 

employment, as the concept of unemployment is 

unknown in the DPRK. 

It is a far cry from what young working people in 

Australia face – crippling or unaffordable tuition 

fees, and a high likelihood of unemployment 

                                                           
4
 http://www.tradingeconomics.com/north-korea/gdp (10-

08-16) 

upon graduation. The contrast between 

capitalism and socialism could not be more stark. 

While we face the barrier of wholesale 

deregulation, however, the same methods used 

to secure a socialist state – class struggle – is 

ultimately the only way of obtaining a decent and 

accessible education system now. Students, as an 

intermediate body between school and the 

workforce, do not have the social power to bring 

the system to a halt. Only the working class, 

particularly on campus, but also in the public 

service and workplaces across the country, has 

the potential to ramp up the class struggle, 

through mass actions up to and including the 

withdrawal of labour. 

The main obstacle to the linking of the student’s 

struggle for free education with workers’ power is 

primarily the influence of the top officials 

presiding over most Unions, who see their role as 

channelling any just demands into the capitalist 

state via pleading with “our” politicians. These 

politicians are not “ours” no matter how many 

fine words they utter. Students and workers need 

to rely on their own strength, independently of 

the parliamentary system, to forge a mass 

movement which has the power to win. This will 

also require the formation of a mass workers’ 

party, which can champion the struggle for both 

free education and socialism. 

DEMAND  FREE  EDUCATION! 

www.honisoit.com 

Above: A student protester in Brisbane dressed as a 

zombie to symbolise opposition to the Federal  

Government’s proposal to collect University debts from 

family members after a person has died. Image from 

www.abc.net.au 

http://www.tradingeconomics.com/north-korea/gdp
http://www.honisoit.com/
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SHUT DOWN NAURU! 

NO WARS OF “REGIME CHANGE”! 

FULL CITIZENSHIP RIGHTS FOR 

ALL REFUGEES AND MIGRANTS! 

Above: Detainees demonstrate against their detention on Nauru. Banners compare the Australian Border Force (ABF) 

to the fascism of Nazis, after 1026 days being incarcerated. Image from www.springhillvoice.com 

(The following is the text of a leaflet distributed 

by the ML Group for the National Day of Action 

for refugees on 27th August 2016) 

27-08-2016 – The Nauru files, a cache of 2000 

reports totalling over 8000 pages, present yet 

more overwhelming evidence of worsening 

mental, physical and sexual abuse of refugees on 

the Australian run detention centre on Nauru. 

Around half of the files present evidence of 

serious harm to children. Refugees, who have 

committed no crime, are being subjected to 

grossly inhumane conditions which amount to 

nothing less than torture. The files are replete 

with stories of guards asking for sexual favours 

from female asylum seekers, beating children and 

dehumanising the detainees daily.1 The files are 

reportedly grim reading for anyone with a shred 

of humanity. 

The detention centre on Nauru is wholly the 

responsibility of the Australian government. 

Nauru is the world’s smallest island state, with a 

population of around 10 000 people. Although 

                                                           
1
 https://www.theguardian.com/australia-

news/2016/aug/10/the-nauru-files-2000-leaked-reports-
reveal-scale-of-abuse-of-children-in-australian-offshore-
detention (21-08-16) 

http://www.springhillvoice.com/
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2016/aug/10/the-nauru-files-2000-leaked-reports-reveal-scale-of-abuse-of-children-in-australian-offshore-detention
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2016/aug/10/the-nauru-files-2000-leaked-reports-reveal-scale-of-abuse-of-children-in-australian-offshore-detention
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2016/aug/10/the-nauru-files-2000-leaked-reports-reveal-scale-of-abuse-of-children-in-australian-offshore-detention
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2016/aug/10/the-nauru-files-2000-leaked-reports-reveal-scale-of-abuse-of-children-in-australian-offshore-detention
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the Nauruan government signed the deal, it is not 

in a position to bargain equally with Australia, 

which has the world’s 13th largest economy. If the 

Nauruan government said no to the Australian 

government run detention centre, the Australian 

government could easily withhold much needed 

trade and basic supplies. The refugee rights 

movement is correct to point the finger directly 

at the Australian state. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While the refugee rights movement in this 

country is to be commended for its relentless 

activity and commitment, which has given the 

opportunity for those opposed to inhuman 

behaviour against innocents to mobilise, it also 

needs to take stock. The refugee rights 

movement has won some minor gains, but overall 

the situation remains dire. The Australian 

government has repeatedly given every 

indication that no amount of exposure of its 

crimes against human beings, no amount of 

damage to the international reputation of the 

country, and no domestic or international law will 

deter it from administering unparalleled brutality 

against those who are its convenient scapegoats. 

The Australian government rules for the interest 

of capitalism internationally. It considers that one 

of the most important duties it must carry out is 

to actively prevent workers from binding together 

against the “market forces” which are denying 

workers here a decent standard of living. If 

keeping working people blaming “refugees”, 

“migrants” and other “others” for their own 

misfortune means carrying out appalling human 

rights abuses against asylum seekers, then this is 

what they will do.  

For this reason, if no other, the refugee rights 

movement will either move forward together 

with the labour movement, or they will fall back 

separately. It is in the direct interests of the 

workers to end the vicious mistreatment of 

refugees, so they can also fight back against their 

own mistreatment in the workplace, a direct 

product of the ongoing capitalist economic crisis. 

The refugee rights movement therefore needs to 

strategically orient to the labour movement, and 

seek to encourage it to enter the field of class 

struggle. It is noted that this is extremely difficult, 

as the major block towards mobilising workers in 

their own interests, as well as for basic humanity, 

is the ideologically pro-capitalist Union 

officialdom, which, with a few exceptions, so 

thoroughly integrates itself into the capitalist 

state that it virtually functions as an arm of the 

government. In an effort to overcome this, the 

Above: The GetUp! organisation calls on refugee rights 

supporters to “earnestly thank” the Senators who 

voted against a bill from the Government which would 

have released some children from detention. The aim 

of the ALP front group is to refocus attention on the 

charlatans in parliament, encouraging working people 

to regard this government as “theirs”. All  parliaments 

which oversee the capitalist state do not represent 

working people at all, so pleas to them, or a message 

of “thanks” can only disempower and disorient 

refugee rights supporters. www.getup.org.au 
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refugee rights movement should at the least raise 

demands and slogans aimed towards workers as 

workers. There are many ways to formulate such 

demands, but one could be: Workers Demand – 

Shut Down Nauru! 

Against War 

The refugee rights movement as it stands carries 

out numerous actions in which working people 

and supporters of humane treatment of asylum 

seekers can be a part of. Groups such as the 

Refugee Action Collective are to be applauded for 

the organisational work they ceaselessly engage 

in. At the same time, there are severe political 

limitations which hamper its impact. For one 

thing, the Refugee Action Collective (RAC) – and 

the left parties which underpin it, such as 

Solidarity (SOL), Socialist Alternative (SALT) and 

Socialist Alliance (SALL) – make little or no 

attempt to explain one of the major drivers for 

the refugee exodus from the Middle East and 

North Africa – the US led wars for regime change 

in Libya and Syria. This is for very good reason – 

these left parties, to the last letter, have not 

opposed these wars, but backed them. This then 

flows on as the defacto position of RAC. In this, 

they are joined by the more mainstream 

Australian Greens, the labour bureaucracy sitting 

atop the Unions, and the Australian Labor Party 

(ALP) front groups such as GetUp! and “Love 

Makes a Way”. Despite their differences, all of 

these groups and left parties, RAC, the ALP, the 

Greens and conservative Union officials line up 

with the foreign policy of Canberra – tied as it is 

by a thousand threads to that of the US 

behemoth. 

Make no mistake, the US led war for regime 

change in Syria has been perhaps the most 

dishonest of dirty wars ever waged in history. 

Professor Tim Anderson’s book on the subject has 

the apt title “The Dirty War on Syria”. The US 

Empire has been unequalled in the savage 

barbarism it unleashed in the form of “ISIS” and 

at least 20 other “Islamic” mercenary terrorist 

groups. It is an open secret that ISIS and all 

“opposition” groups in Syria was armed, and/or 

funded with aid from the governments of the US, 

France, the United Kingdom, Saudi Arabia, 

Turkey, Qatar and Jordan, with assistance from 

Israel.2 US Special Forces have entered Syria, and 

recently pictures emerged of British Special 

Forces on the ground in Syria.3 The notion that 

the US and British troops are there to fight 

“against” ISIS is patently absurd. It is much more 

likely that they are in the process of securing 

patches of Syria as “ISIS-free zones” in order to 

occupy them themselves and thus facilitate the 

break-up of the Syrian Arab Republic. For years, 

Western governments have chanted in unison 

“Assad must go”, while arming the most 

reprehensible misanthropes in an effort to do just 

that.  

The wholesale slaughter of men, women and 

children across Syria has necessarily forced some 

to flee the country, some becoming refugees 

within Europe, others fleeing further, including to 

Australia. At a certain point, imperialism itself 

used the refugee crisis to further its war agenda. 

Witness the outcry over the pictures showing a 

Syrian boy of Kurdish background being washed 

up after drowning trying to cross with his family 

from Turkey into Greece in early September 

2015.4 At that moment, groups such as GetUp! 

and RAC took the bait, and took the streets to 

demand “action” in Syria. Though unstated, the 

“action” they demanded was an outright 

imperialist war of conquest. Many genuine 

people were thus mobilised for a cataclysmic war, 

under the guise of concern for refugees. 

It was soon after this that Russia finally drew the 

conclusion that if the US was to overthrow Syria, 

                                                           
2
 http://www.globalresearch.ca/logistics-101-where-does-

isis-get-its-guns/5454726 (22-08-16) 
3
 https://www.theguardian.com/uk-

news/2016/aug/09/pictures-appear-to-show-british-
special-forces-on-syrian-front-line (22-08-16) 
4
 

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/aylan-
kurdi-s-story-how-a-small-syrian-child-came-to-be-washed-
up-on-a-beach-in-turkey-10484588.html (22-08-16) 

http://www.globalresearch.ca/logistics-101-where-does-isis-get-its-guns/5454726
http://www.globalresearch.ca/logistics-101-where-does-isis-get-its-guns/5454726
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2016/aug/09/pictures-appear-to-show-british-special-forces-on-syrian-front-line
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2016/aug/09/pictures-appear-to-show-british-special-forces-on-syrian-front-line
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2016/aug/09/pictures-appear-to-show-british-special-forces-on-syrian-front-line
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/aylan-kurdi-s-story-how-a-small-syrian-child-came-to-be-washed-up-on-a-beach-in-turkey-10484588.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/aylan-kurdi-s-story-how-a-small-syrian-child-came-to-be-washed-up-on-a-beach-in-turkey-10484588.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/aylan-kurdi-s-story-how-a-small-syrian-child-came-to-be-washed-up-on-a-beach-in-turkey-10484588.html
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not only the Middle East, but the entire region 

could descend further into a conflagration which 

would almost certainly reach their doorstep. Thus 

on September 30 2015 Russia, at the invitation of 

the Syrian government, began a military 

campaign to eliminate ISIS and all mercenary 

terrorist groups seeking to overthrow the Syrian 

state.5 The military campaign has been 

devastatingly effective in a military and political 

sense. Militarily, it has finally turned the tables 

decisively in the interests of the sovereignty of 

Syria. Politically, it has exposed the US role as the 

benefactors of ISIS and other terrorist groups, for 

the US did not want to harm its investments in 

Syria. Russia has also been joined by Iran, the 

Lebanese Hezbollah and most recently, China.6 

We should be clear, the intervention of Russia, 

Iran, Hezbollah and China on the side of Syria 

has dealt a decisive setback to the aims of US 

imperialism, and thus these actions can only be 

supported by working people worldwide. This 

does not necessarily imply, however, political 

support for the governments involved. 

Furthermore, the turning of the war against US 

imperialism can only improve the drastic situation 

for refugees, for now some Syrian refugees are 

already seeking to return to their home. For with 

the military might of Russia behind it, it is more 

unlikely that the Syrian government will be 

dislodged. It should also be noted that in practice 

the call to welcome Syrian refugees to Australia 

was deeply reactionary, in that the draining of the 

Syrian population from Syria can only ease the 

conditions for an ISIS victory. But this is precisely 

what RAC, its constituent left parties, and GetUp! 

et al overtly spruiked. It is a subtle call for the 

overthrow of the Syrian government – their aim 

all along. All of these groups, especially SOL, SALT 

and SALL, bizarrely refer to US armed 

mercenaries in Syria beheading their way across 

that country as “revolutionaries” – without ever 

                                                           
5
 http://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-russia-

idUSKCN0RU0MG20150930 (22-08-16) 
6
 https://southfront.org/chinese-military-to-provide-aid-

training-to-syria/ (22-08-16) 

being able to name a single group or individual. 

Thus, while refugee rights supporters should not 

oppose Syrian refugees coming to Australia, 

neither should we call specifically for it.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It would be remiss of refugee rights supporters to 

ignore the role of Canberra in the war for regime 

change in Syria. In fact, the former Liberal 

government dispatched Australian troops to 

Syria, along with six fighter jets, and claimed to 

be bombing ISIS targets. This has to be taken with 

a large grain of salt. The Australian ruling class is 

lockstep with Washington, whose aim has always 

been regime change. It is more likely that any 

such bombing clears the way for ISIS. However, 

this facet of the war became moot when Russia 

entered the war at the request of the Syrians. The 

Australian jets soon had to turn tail and run, lest 

they come up against the far superior Russian jet 

Above: RAAF F/A-18F Super Hornet fighter jets. Six of 

these have been deployed by the Australian government 

to Iraq and Syria, to assist the US in its dirty war for 

regime change in Syria. It is vital that the refugee rights 

movement opposes the wars which create refugees. In 

the case of the war on Syria, the refugee rights 

movement must not fall for the trick of ruling class calls 

to welcome refugees from Syria – which would aid their 

appalling war to violently remove the Syrian 

government. All refugees, including from Syria, should 

be allowed safe haven, but this must be coupled with 

vigorous demands to end the wars of regime change. 

Image from www.nosint.blogspot.com 

http://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-russia-idUSKCN0RU0MG20150930
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-russia-idUSKCN0RU0MG20150930
https://southfront.org/chinese-military-to-provide-aid-training-to-syria/
https://southfront.org/chinese-military-to-provide-aid-training-to-syria/


RED FIRE OCTOBER  2016 Page 16 
 

fighters.7 Australia, however, still maintains its 

hardware and troops in Iraq and Syria. This does 

not assist anything except creating more war and 

thus more refugees. The refugee rights 

movement and working people here need to 

loudly demand: Australian Troops: Out of Iraq 

and Syria! 

Link the refugee rights struggle to standards of 

living 

One reason why the Federal Government’s 

deplorable treatment of refugees does not 

immediately provoke mass outrage is the 

deteriorating living standards which the recession 

prone capitalist economy has been imposing on 

Australian working people for at least the last 30 

years. It is all too easy, in an economic 

environment where unemployment is rampant, 

housing virtually unaffordable, and health and 

education costs, together with basic services such 

as electricity and water are skyrocketing, to 

blame an “other” – in this case refugees. To cut 

against this, the refugee rights movement needs 

to link the efforts for humane treatment of those 

seeking asylum to the struggle to maintain decent 

living standards for working people. This way, 

workers can see that there is no contradiction 

between assisting refugees and asylum seekers, 

and improving living conditions for everyone 

here. For example, the refugee rights movement 

could demand that a job, a Union, housing, 

health, education and welfare services are 

entitlements of everyone living here, including 

refugees and asylum seekers. To undercut any 

concern about a lack of jobs to go around for 

Australians and refugees, the Union movement 

should demand and fight for a drastic reduction 

in the working week with no loss in pay, to share 

around the available work and allow all to take 

part in their communities. It should also demand 

automatic wage indexation to offset inflation. If 

the Unions could lead a determined struggle for 

                                                           
7
 https://www.theguardian.com/australia-

news/2015/oct/07/australian-airstrikes-in-syria-on-hold-as-
russias-entry-complicates-mission (22-08-16) 

these demands for all workers, angst towards 

refugees is likely to fade away. 

 

 

 

 

 

Despite their pro-war stance, to their credit RAC 

demands permanent visas, instead of the agony 

of temporary visas, which allow refugees and 

asylum seekers to be deported at the whim of the 

government at any time. However, the refugee 

rights movement should go further and demand 

full citizenship rights for all refugees and 

migrants. There is no more basic right than to be 

acknowledged as a citizen, and thus have the 

right to access jobs, housing, healthcare, 

education, pensions, join a Union, apply for jobs 

in the public service, and so on. The ruling class 

does not have the right to decide who can be, 

and who cannot be, a citizen. To our knowledge, 

throughout history it is only social revolution 

which has won this simple democratic right. The 

first time was during the French Revolution of 

1789, the second time was during the Paris 

Commune of 1871, and the third time was during 

the October Revolution in Russia in 1917. At that 

time, the new Soviet government made it clear 

that any working person, regardless of 

Above: French Union CGT demonstrating in favour of 

the 35 hour week. Demands for a shorter working week 

with no loss in pay are a key transitional demand, which 

can galvanise the working class in struggle, which in 

turn lessens the hold of right wing and fascistic forces  

over working people in times of crisis. www.links.org.au 

https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2015/oct/07/australian-airstrikes-in-syria-on-hold-as-russias-entry-complicates-mission
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2015/oct/07/australian-airstrikes-in-syria-on-hold-as-russias-entry-complicates-mission
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2015/oct/07/australian-airstrikes-in-syria-on-hold-as-russias-entry-complicates-mission
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nationality, resident within the area covered by 

the victorious revolutionary forces would be 

welcomed. Before our movement reaches such 

heights, we need to demand full citizenship 

rights for all those who have made it to these 

shores.  

Unfortunately, the depth of the economic 

recession has, in the absence of a strong left-wing 

alternative, produced ultra-right wing political 

excrescences such as One Nation, Reclaim 

Australia and the United Patriots Front. 

Mistakenly associating ISIS with Islam, these 

fascistic goons also blame refugees for the 

failures of “free enterprise”. The environment of 

war combined with the “war on terror” 

propaganda has resulted in some street attacks 

on those identifiable as “Islamic”. In response, we 

call for integrated workers defence guards, both 

to defend refugees and those who follow the 

Islamic faith, in order to secure peaceful 

communities for working people to live. At the 

same time, we give no endorsement of any 

religious views, recognising that these should 

remain a private matter. 

We should be aware that even if we are able to 

win humane treatment of refugees here, the 

world’s refugee crisis will not be solved while 

capitalism rules five-sixths of the world. The 

global capitalist economic crisis generates ever 

more reckless imperialist wars, and flirts with 

world war against Russia and China. The vast 

inequalities created by “free markets” cause 

massive poverty as a matter of course, forcing 

people to flee in search of a better life. And this is 

to say nothing of the potential incineration of 

humanity via runaway climate change, which has 

already caused its own flow of refugees. The only 

hope for working people here, and not only to 

solve the refugee crisis, is to fight for a Socialist 

Republic of Australia, which can then link up with 

the existing socialist states in the Asia-Pacific, and 

reach out to the hundreds of millions of workers 

in Indonesia and Japan. This task requires the 

formation of a workers’ vanguard party, which is 

bound up with efforts to win a class struggle 

leadership of the Trade Unions. Shut Down 

Nauru!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: The refugee rights movement must take up 

opposition to war, with a US led conflagration against 

Russia and China looming large. Image from 

www.02varvara.wordpress.com 

Above: The demand for full citizenship rights for all 

refugees and immigrants is a vital one, and not only 

because all those residing within a country must be on 

an equal footing. Socialists should also demand this, as 

the entering of refugees and migrants into the working 

class helps to internationalise the workers’ struggle, and 

works against parochialism and nationalism, aiding the 

formation of a workers’ party. www.internationalist.org 
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SHUT DOWN DON DALE! 

RELEASE THE ABORIGINAL, YOUTH 

AND REFUGEE DETAINEES! 

  Above: As seen on the ABC’s 4 Corners program, Dylon Voller is restrained and hooded in a chair, one of the barbarous 

practices in place at the notorious Don Dale youth dentention centre in Darwin. Image from www.news.com.au 

(The following is the text of a leaflet prepared by 

the ML Group for a snap action against the 

mistreatment of youth detainees in the Northern 

Territory’s Don Dale centre.)  

 

29-03-2016 – In scenes reminiscent of the 

notorious Abu Graib prison during the 

US/UK/AUST imperialist war on Iraq from 2003, 

the ABC’s 4 Corners program last Monday night 

broadcast horrific images of Northern Territory 

“correctional” guards torturing youth detainees 

at the equally notorious Don Dale Youth 

Detention Centre. Although one of the detainees 

shown being shackled and hooded to a chair was 

white (Dylon Voller), the overwhelming majority 

of inmates are indigenous. Aboriginal people 

represent but 3% of the national population, but 

fill out 28% of the prison population.1  Pushing 

the bounds of reality, a staggering 97% of youth 

detainees in the Northern Territory are of 

Aboriginal heritage.2 

The images shown by the 4 Corners report show 

detainees being tear gassed, beaten, stripped 

naked, hog tied and hooded, causing untold 

psychological and physical trauma, in actions 

which are clearly criminal, according to any 

definition of the term. Some indigenous leaders 

are now calling for the Northern Territory 

government to be sacked or dissolved, saying the 

gross mistreatment of youth in detention should 

                                                           
1
 

https://www.creativespirits.info/aboriginalculture/law/abo
riginal-prison-rates (27-07-2016) 
2
 

http://www.sbs.com.au/news/thefeed/article/2016/07/26/
facts-about-indigenous-youth-detention-australia (27-07-
2016) 

http://www.news.com.au/
https://www.creativespirits.info/aboriginalculture/law/aboriginal-prison-rates
https://www.creativespirits.info/aboriginalculture/law/aboriginal-prison-rates
http://www.sbs.com.au/news/thefeed/article/2016/07/26/facts-about-indigenous-youth-detention-australia
http://www.sbs.com.au/news/thefeed/article/2016/07/26/facts-about-indigenous-youth-detention-australia
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result in a forfeit of a right to govern.3 The 

Federal Government’s response has been to call a 

Royal Commission, in a well-worn path of 

attempting to divert mounting anger into long 

drawn-out and ultimately fruitless channels. The 

last Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in 

custody in 1987, as is widely known, handed 

down 330 recommendations – virtually all of 

which have never been implemented. It was a 

classic whitewash, as will be the latest one. 

Ultimately, there will be no change when the 

capitalist state investigates itself – in the same 

way that police cannot independently investigate 

police. 

Both the Federal Government and the Northern 

Territory government cannot now claim to be 

shocked as to the latest events to be revealed. 

For at least 5 years, the abuse of detainees at 

Don Dale has been known to all levels of 

government, regardless of which parliamentary 

party sat on the benches of government. In fact, 

repeated incidents of abuse at Don Dale were 

reported between 2010 and 2012, when it was 

not a Liberal National Coalition government, but 

one formed by the Australian Labor Party and the 

Australian Greens. All parties, both Federal and 

Northern Territory governments, the police and 

the “corrective services” management knew of 

gross maltreatment of those supposedly in their 

care, yet did nothing. 

The fact that Aboriginal and non-indigenous 

youth have carried out petty crimes and crimes 

against property and end up in detention, is 

ultimately an end result of the vicious cycle of 

poverty, underdevelopment and unemployment. 

There literally is little future in a society which 

offers them no or low-paying jobs, an 

unaffordable cost of living, disintegrating public 

services and crumbling public infrastructure. 

Amongst this dire outlook, the marginalisation of 

Aboriginal people and those from lower socio-

                                                           
3
 http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-07-26/indigenous-

leaders-call-for-nt-government-to-be-sacked/7662150 (27-
07-2016) 

economic backgrounds is yet another damning 

indictment of a society which subordinates 

almost all human endeavour to the accumulation 

of capital into the hands of a numerically 

insignificant but obscenely wealthy minority.  

www.inkcinct.com.au 

There are striking parallels between the torture 

meted out to the detainees at Don Dale and that 

imposed on innocent human beings seeking 

asylum and a safe place to live in Australia. 

Australia has the ignominious distinction to now 

be known worldwide for clearly illegal and 

inhumane treatment of refugees who are more 

often than not fleeing the very wars which 

Canberra has waged alongside Washington in the 

Middle East and elsewhere. In both cases, at Don 

Dale and refugee detention centres either on the 

mainland or off-shore in Nauru and Manus Island, 

the unfortunate people are treated as less than 

human, as something to be denied humanity, 

dignity and physical and mental health. The 

further the system of private profit declines, the 

worse the treatment of its victims. 

The repression is creeping into society as a whole. 

Catch a train or walk down a city centre, and you 

are likely to cross the path or be accosted by 

heavily armed police, or public transport guards 

who have the power to detain, beat and/or 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-07-26/indigenous-leaders-call-for-nt-government-to-be-sacked/7662150
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-07-26/indigenous-leaders-call-for-nt-government-to-be-sacked/7662150
http://www.inkcinct.com.au/
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prosecute you. It is in public, not just behind the 

walls of detention centres, that indigenous 

people, youth, people of colour, Muslims or 

anyone deemed to be an “other”, can be targeted 

for state sponsored repression. The increase of 

repression and the falling rate of profit are 

directly linked. The ruling classes are aware that 

their system is on the ropes, and are preparing to 

prevent a large scale fight back. This is precisely 

what working people and their supporters need 

to organise. 

www.news.com.au 

 

Despite the horrors we see almost on a daily 

basis, there is no need for despair. The crisis 

presents an opportunity to fight, push through, 

and win the deep changes for which working 

people are crying out. Political strategy is crucial. 

While indigenous people suffer the worst effects 

of oppression in capitalist Australia, their 

oppression is linked to the oppression of working 

people. Thus it is imperative that Indigenous 

activists and their supporters look towards efforts 

to win over people as workers and draw them in 

to political action which engages in a class 

struggle against the source of both Aboriginal and 

worker misfortune – the ruling class and its state 

apparatus.  

The main block to mobilising people as workers is 

the ideologically pro-capitalist Union 

bureaucracy, which seeks to restrict industrial 

action to that which is acceptable to the 

corporate magnates. The battle to replace the 

conservative careerists at the head of almost all 

Unions with a leadership committed to the needs 

of workers and the oppressed is bound up with 

the struggle to forge a multi-racial revolutionary 

workers’ party. Such a party would seek to assist 

all efforts to end indigenous disadvantage with 

the same vigour as it would defend the interests 

of working people.  

While every effort should be made to end the 

horror of Don Dale, those struggling for justice 

would do well to recognise that indigenous 

oppression is common only to those countries 

where capital rules. Countries which have 

established workers’ rule – China, the DPRK, 

Vietnam, Laos and Cuba – do not and cannot 

oppress their own indigenous people. Indeed, 

through the mechanism of their respective 

workers’ states, often the indigenous people are 

heading up and leading these countries’ path 

towards socialism. Release the Aboriginal, youth 

and refugee detainees!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

The ML Group publishes RED FIRE as part of its 

contribution to the struggle for workers’ power, 

socialism and justice for all working and 

oppressed people. 

We welcome any contributions of photos, articles 

or stories from workers in struggle, or from a 

localised struggle against the rapacious forces of 

capital. 

To maintain a publishing schedule the ML Group 

calls for contributions from all those who support 

the cause of working people – ultimately, the 

struggle for socialism. Any amount is welcome. 

Better still, join us!  

Pay into:  

Commonwealth Bank -  

BSB: 064-105 

A/C: 10448421 

http://www.news.com.au/
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FOR PUBLIC HOUSING, GREEN 

SPACE AND LIVABLE CITIES! 
 

Above: Greens Councillor Jonathon Sri leads a protest against the “West Village” development. www.couriermail.com.au  

(The following is the text of a leaflet prepared by 

the ML Group for a protest against the “West 

Village” development in Brisbane.) 

21-08-2016 – Concrete jungles, unaffordable 

housing, expensive public transport, the 

privatisation and commercialisation of more and 

more public space, traffic congestion – all this has 

unfortunately become the norm for Brisbane for 

some years now. The imposing “West Village” 

development in West End is scarcely different. 

Seven 15 storey high-density luxury apartments 

are proposed by development corporations with 

no other agenda other than to pocket themselves 

millions of dollars, and damn the consequences, 

for they do not live anywhere near the 

monstrosity built.  

Local State Member of Parliament, the Australian 

Labor Party’s ALP Jackie Trad, has, after 

objections, initiated the process of “calling in” the 

West Village development.17 But this does not at 

all mean that the project will be stopped – it 

could be merely a mechanism by which an ALP 

politician can claim that they have carried out 

“public consultation”. The ALP, along with the 

Liberal National Party (LNP) are bought and paid 

operatives for the system which creates 

unsustainable development in the first place. In 

fact, the entire parliamentary system, from the 

local council right up to the Federal Government, 

is not a system of “representation”, but a system 

of suppressing the right of working people to 

make political decisions. 

The parliamentary apparatus is the sham political 

arm of the capitalist system – the system of 

                                                           
17

 http://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/queensland/jackie-
trad-considers-calling-in-west-end's-west-village-
development-20160727-gqelwv.html (14-08-16) 

http://www.couriermail.com.au/
http://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/queensland/jackie-trad-considers-calling-in-west-end's-west-village-development-20160727-gqelwv.html
http://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/queensland/jackie-trad-considers-calling-in-west-end's-west-village-development-20160727-gqelwv.html
http://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/queensland/jackie-trad-considers-calling-in-west-end's-west-village-development-20160727-gqelwv.html
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private production for private profit. At the same 

time, privately organised production uses the 

social labour of the working class to amass all the 

monetary gain, returning only enough to working 

people the means to reproduce themselves – or 

not even that. This system has been in recession 

for years in Australia, with no current signs of any 

kind of recovery. Capital seeks an ever greater 

return on its rate of profit, and thus will 

undertake projects which glean the highest rate 

of return – irrespective of what working people 

and the communities in which they live actually 

need. Affordable public housing, cheap or free 

public housing, green space and public parks and 

amenities – capital pockets no profit from 

building or maintaining such needs for working 

people.  

Developments such as West Village are an 

example of the contradiction between private 

property and social property. As long as the 

Absoe Furniture site remains private property, 

the capitalist system will allow, and is set up to 

enable, the private owners to do as they see fit – 

short of a huge intervention by working people. 

Private property in land underpins capitalism. 

Opposing this system is social property owned in 

common – socialism. The struggle for rational 

social planning, for green space, for public 

housing and public amenities, therefore, is 

ultimately a struggle against private property. 

Such a struggle ultimately can only successfully 

be waged as a working class struggle. A 

“community” campaign, due to the fact that it 

appeals to all “locals” regardless of class, just 

won’t cut it. 

Historically, where working people have waged 

such a successful struggle which has resulted in 

victory, working people have reaped the benefits. 

While in Australia we have governments of all 

stripes which have privatised public housing, in 

the People’s Republic of China, their government 

has embarked on an immense public housing 

program. By the end of 2014, the Chinese 

government had supplied 40 million families with 

low-rent public housing.18 Housing in China is 

seen as a responsibility of the government. Or 

take the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 

(DPRK – referred to by the Western media as 

“North Korea”). Its capital Pyongyang has a 

whopping 58 square metres of green space per 

person19, and is known for its 10 metre wide 

footpaths. Compare this to Brisbane, with a 

maximum of 4 square centimetres of green space 

per person.20 

The crucial difference is that, with all its 

imperfections, socialism rules in China and the 

DPRK, whereas capitalism remains unchallenged 

in Australia. Local struggles, such as the one 

against the rapacious property developers, 

backed by the Brisbane City Council, seeking to 

bury West End under an avalanche of luxury 

units, are important way before the struggle 

advances to the stage of posing questions of the 

entire system. The efforts of all those struggling 

to make Brisbane a livable city are welcome. Yet 

even here class differences will become apparent. 

Residents and working people will have a totally 

different conception of “livable” compared to 

Councillors, developers, real estate agents and 

even small shopkeepers. They all see dollars in 

their pockets, whereas as working residents 

desire a pleasant and amenable place to reside 

for themselves and their families. In fact, the 

struggle for livable cities is inseparable from the 

struggle for decent working conditions, a lower 

cost of living, decent public transport and basic 

public services. With the right strategy, a win in 

one area often means a win in others. Down with 

“West Village”!  

                                                           
18

 http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2015-
02/14/content_19590172.htm (15-08-16) 
19

 Willoughby, R., 2014, North Korea – The Bradt Travel 
Guide. 
20

 https://prezi.com/ja61waahkmhx/green-space/ (15-08-
16) 

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2015-02/14/content_19590172.htm
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2015-02/14/content_19590172.htm
https://prezi.com/ja61waahkmhx/green-space/
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STOP THE WAR!  AUSTRALIAN 

TROOPS: OUT OF IRAQ/SYRIA! 

HANDS OFF RUSSIA! 

Above: ISIS fighters in Syria. At the G20 meeting in Guangzhou, Russian President Vladimir Putin apparently asked Australian PM 

Malcolm Turnbull which side he was fighting for in Syria. It is rather obvious that the Australian troops are supporting US efforts 

at regime change in Syria, under the guise of “fighting ISIS”. Image from www.iraqinews.com 

By Paul Nave 

09-09-2016 – It doesn’t get much clearer. At the 

G20 meeting in Hangzhou, China, Russian 

President Vladimir Putin met with Australian 

Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull. According to 

reports, President Putin posed the question of 

Australia’s involvement in the war on Syria point 

blank. “I am fighting for the legitimate 

government of Syria, who are you fighting for?” 21 

How PM Turnbull answered this question is 

unknown, but this one question exposed for all to 

see what has effectively been an open secret – 

the Australian government is backing, with boots 

on the ground, the US led war of regime change 
                                                           
21

 http://www.afr.com/news/politics/vladimir-putin-
shirtfronts-malcolm-turnbull-over-islamic-state-20160907-
grayre (09-09-16) 

in Syria, under the mendacious claim of “fighting 

ISIS”.  

This vicious war, which threatens to engulf the 

world in flames, has been played out for at least 

the last five years. Usually, the US government, 

covertly or overtly, is able to overthrow 

governments and states not to their liking by 

either sending in their own troops, or arming and 

funding “opposition” within the country. The US 

has made an art of illegal wars of regime change, 

they have been doing it for at least the last six 

decades. But this time, in Syria, they have been 

stopped, or at least for now. At the invitation of 

the Syrian government, Russia has stepped in to 

militarily confront, and often destroy, the 

genocidal terrorists committing unspeakable 

atrocities across Syria and Iraq. These 

http://www.iraqinews.com/
http://www.afr.com/news/politics/vladimir-putin-shirtfronts-malcolm-turnbull-over-islamic-state-20160907-grayre
http://www.afr.com/news/politics/vladimir-putin-shirtfronts-malcolm-turnbull-over-islamic-state-20160907-grayre
http://www.afr.com/news/politics/vladimir-putin-shirtfronts-malcolm-turnbull-over-islamic-state-20160907-grayre
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mercenaries, have, by the US government’s own 

admission, been armed by the CIA from as early 

as 2013.22  US allies Saudi Arabia, Turkey, Qatar, 

have done the same, with coordination with the 

Israeli armed forces.  

As Phil Butler wrote in the New Eastern Outlook, 

these facts are uncontestable and unarguable.23 

Yet the lies which surround this unbelievably 

appalling war are so all encompassing, and are so 

thoroughly put forth in all forms of the Western 

media, that many have fallen for the three card 

trick. Many of those who we would ordinarily 

expect to oppose the US as it marches ever 

onwards into yet another  war of regime change, 

have inexplicably fallen into line, and almost 

parrot the US state department’s press releases. 

Here in Australia, it means any sense of an anti-

war movement has basically collapsed, with only 

a handful of small groups speaking out. 

Nonetheless, a genuine anti-war movement is 

urgently needed.  

Rojavan “Revolution” 

A coterie of anarchists, liberals and some left 

parties have fallen over themselves to praise the 

alleged “Rojavan Revolution” – the attempt of 

some Kurds, led by the Democratic Unity Party 

(PYD) and it’s People’s Protection Units (YPG) to 

carve out their own enclave in the north of Syria.  

Some misguided leftists have come behind 

Kurdish groups such as the YPG largely in order to 

alibi their effective backing of US imperialism, 

under the guise of supporting a fanciful “Syrian 

Revolution”. Railing against the “Assad regime” 

but at the same time not  being able to say that 

they openly back the aims of the US Empire and 

its allies such as Saudi Arabia, these mistaken left 

groups stumbled upon what they believed was a 
                                                           
22

 https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-
security/cia-begins-weapons-delivery-to-syrian-
rebels/2013/09/11/9fcf2ed8-1b0c-11e3-a628-
7e6dde8f889d_story.html (09-09-16) 
23

 http://journal-neo.org/2016/08/28/syria-the-obama-
conviction/ (09-09-16) 

genuine “revolution”, and were relieved that they 

might now be seen as backing some “good guys”. 

Facts, however, are stubborn things. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While the Kurdish people have a right to self-

determination, that right has repeatedly been 

betrayed by Kurdish political parties which have 

no qualms in allying with any empire, as long as 

they benefit themselves. Some Kurdish parties 

are extremely conservative and unashamedly 

pro-US and pro-Israel. With regard to the war on 

Syria, it is the case that the YPG has engaged in 

some battles, and has repelled some ISIS forces. 

But to describe the YPG as “revolutionary” or 

“socialist” or “feminist”, as some left groups do, 

one would have to studiously ignore it’s role 

working hand in hand with the US military, 

“calling in” US air strikes against their 

opponents.24 Any work conducted by the YPG 

directly with US imperialism, while it is engaged 

in arguably the dirtiest war of regime change in 
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 http://www.businessinsider.com.au/kurds-coordinating-
airstrikes-with-google-maps-2015-8 (13-09-16) 

Above: The Kurdish flag flying proudly alongside the flag 

of the United States. Some Kurdish parties have allied 

themselves directly with the US military, in some cases  

“calling in” US air strikes against their opponents. 

Working directly with US imperialism cuts against any 

claim that the Democratic Unity Party (PYD) or its militia 

the People’s Protection Units (YPG) are leading a 

“revolution” in the north of Syria. Image from 

www.rudaw.net 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/cia-begins-weapons-delivery-to-syrian-rebels/2013/09/11/9fcf2ed8-1b0c-11e3-a628-7e6dde8f889d_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/cia-begins-weapons-delivery-to-syrian-rebels/2013/09/11/9fcf2ed8-1b0c-11e3-a628-7e6dde8f889d_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/cia-begins-weapons-delivery-to-syrian-rebels/2013/09/11/9fcf2ed8-1b0c-11e3-a628-7e6dde8f889d_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/cia-begins-weapons-delivery-to-syrian-rebels/2013/09/11/9fcf2ed8-1b0c-11e3-a628-7e6dde8f889d_story.html
http://journal-neo.org/2016/08/28/syria-the-obama-conviction/
http://journal-neo.org/2016/08/28/syria-the-obama-conviction/
http://www.businessinsider.com.au/kurds-coordinating-airstrikes-with-google-maps-2015-8
http://www.businessinsider.com.au/kurds-coordinating-airstrikes-with-google-maps-2015-8
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history, trashes any claim of theirs to be 

progressive, let alone “revolutionary”.  

Moreover, the YPG has been known not only to 

attack ISIS, but also anyone within their areas of 

control who supports a different political axis. 

Recently, the YPG attacked Assyrian checkpoints 

in the city of Qamishli, causing a fatality.25 The 

YPG has also attacked Turkmen, Arabs as well as 

other Kurdish groups unwilling to work with 

them. Moreover, the PYD and the YPG made a 

claim for autonomy and/or federalisation of Syria, 

ignoring the wishes of other religious and ethnic 

groups that reside in the area they militarily 

control, and ignoring the secular, multi-religious 

state of Syria.26 Indeed, the YPG have been 

involved with skirmishes with the Syrian Arab 

Army. Regardless of one’s political opinion of the 

Syrian government, while Syria is facing a life and 

death struggle with imperialism, to now also turn 

your guns against the Syrian Arab Army is to join 

with the invading US Empire. This doesn’t seem 

to faze the YPG, nor its international supporters.  

Canberra backs Washington – again 

Despite claiming that the world is engaged in a 

war with “ISIS”, Australian rulers have sent troops 

and hardware to Iraq and Syria to join in with US 

attempts to violently eliminate the Syrian state. 

In the process, the Australian troops find 

themselves on the same side as the mercernary 

barbarians they are allegedly fighting. This occurs 

by design, not by accident. Tony Abbott originally 

sent in Australian troops, small as its contribution 

was, to take part in the US war of regime change. 

The equation changed for them, however, once 

Russia entered the war at the request of the 

Syrian government. The six Australian fighter jets 

sent had to be abruptly withdrawn from active 

duty, since they would be no match for the 
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 http://www.aina.org/news/20160118205844.htm (14-
09-16) 
26

 http://www.globalresearch.ca/why-a-kurdish-enclave-in-
syria-is-a-very-bad-idea/5519109 (14-09-16) 

superior firepower of the Russian SU-35s. 

Nevertheless, the troops remain, and the only 

indication the Australian government supplies 

about their whereabouts is in claiming that they 

are “training” Iraqi forces to fight ISIS. This is 

doubtful, to say the least. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The war for regime change in Syria, waged by the 

US and its allies including the UK, France, Saudi 

Arabia, Turkey and Israel, is taking many twists 

and turns, including another current attempt at a 

ceasefire. There appears on the surface to be 

agreement between Russia and the US that 

strikes against ISIS can continue, but the ongoing 

sticking point is Russia’s entirely justifiable 

demand that the “moderates” must disengage 

from Jabhat Al-Nusra, if they want to be 

considered “moderate” and thus not a target for 

destruction.27  The US refusal to agree or 

implement this exposes their role in Syria for all 

to see.  
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 https://www.rt.com/news/359318-syria-russia-ceasefire-
extension/ (15-09-16) 

Above: Australian troops in southern Iraq. The rationale 

given is that they are training the Iraqi army to fight 

against ISIS. This is fanciful. Australian troops had 

remained in Iraq since the war against Iraq had begun. 

Moreover, Australian troops are there as part of the 

overall US war drive for regime change in Iraq and Syria. 

Working people in Australia need to demand the total 

withdrawal of all Australian military personnel from Iraq 

and Syria. Image from www.gg.gov.au 

http://www.aina.org/news/20160118205844.htm
http://www.globalresearch.ca/why-a-kurdish-enclave-in-syria-is-a-very-bad-idea/5519109
http://www.globalresearch.ca/why-a-kurdish-enclave-in-syria-is-a-very-bad-idea/5519109
https://www.rt.com/news/359318-syria-russia-ceasefire-extension/
https://www.rt.com/news/359318-syria-russia-ceasefire-extension/
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War abroad – and war at home 

It is not just out of a basic requirement of social 

justice that Australian working people need to 

demand an end to the war of regime change in 

Syria. The US clearly aims at taking out a key ally 

of Russia in order to isolate Russia further, and 

prepare it also for the fate which has befallen 

Syria – outright regime change, or, partition. Of 

course, any such attempt will precipitate World 

War III, but that by no means indicates that the 

US ruling class will not attempt it. Their capitalist 

system is on the brink, and can only be “saved” 

by launching wars which provide the devastated 

wastelands for fresh capital expansion. Russia, by 

intervening in Syria at the invitation of its 

government, has arguably prevented World War 

III from breaking out thus far. Russia’s actions in 

Syria, should be supported by workers 

worldwide, without at the same time 

automatically extending political support. 

Repeatedly throughout history, imperialist wars 

overseas cannot be waged without a war at 

home. So it is now, on many fronts. Firstly, the 

Australian government has whipped up extremely 

dangerous forms of Islamophobia as a by-product 

of the “war on terror”. This currently takes the 

form of conflating ISIS with the Islamic religion, 

and therefore a whole narrative of combating 

“extremism”. The fact that the Australian military 

is backing the side which created ISIS is rarely 

mentioned.  

Secondly, the Australian rulers are escalating a 

savage class war against working people. There is 

currently another raft of 6.1 billion dollars of 

public spending cuts being rammed through 

parliament, involving yet more cuts to Medicare, 

welfare, education, unemployment benefits and 

more. This is yet another shift of public wealth to 

the private sector, as private educators and 

private health funds rub their hands with glee.  

Thirdly, even nominally basic democratic rights 

and civil liberties are being trashed. The 

government has passed laws to prevent citizens 

travelling to other countries, laws to prevent 

whistleblowers from mentioning abuse for those 

in detention, laws which allow the mass 

surveillance of citizens through their internet and 

other communications, and laws which deny the 

right to social security. The attacks on the basic 

right of Unions to pursue the best interest of their 

members run deeper and deeper. 

The same rulers which are assisting the US led 

war on Syria are the same ones which are 

launching an unprecedented assault on the basic 

living conditions of working people here. This is 

one reason why halting the war on Syria and the 

war on working people in Australia is linked. In 

order to unleash the working class power 

required not only to prevent wars overseas, but 

to protect basic living and working conditions 

here, the current Union officials sitting atop most 

Unions must go. Their betrayals must come to an 

end. They must be replaced by a class struggle 

leadership which is prepared to fight it out with 

the rulers who are hell-bent on preserving their 

system at our expense. Workers and Union 

members can no longer tolerate Union leaders 

who refuse to fight while jobs are being lost, and 

conditions for those that remain worsen.  

The US Empire is not all powerful, however. They 

have not managed to overturn Syria after five 

years, despite causing horrific destruction. 

Similarly, the Australian government has not 

totally broken the back of the Union movement 

here, despite being ably assisted by all of big 

business, as well as sell-out Union officials. They 

are vulnerable to a challenge. Workers need to 

combine demands such as jobs for all, with a 

demand that Australian troops be immediately be 

withdrawn from Iraq and Syria. A labour based 

anti-war movement is the ultimate power.  
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WHICH STRATEGY FOR 

ABORIGINAL LIBERATION?  

Above: Banner of the Warriors of the Aboriginal Resistance (WAR). Image from www.vice.com 

By Paul Nave 

In the wake of the horrific footage of youth detainees 

being abused by guards at the Don Dale detention 

centre, aired by the 4 Corners television program, 

Aboriginal activists and their supporters took to the 

streets to protest yet another indicator of the 

oppression Australia’s indigenous people face on a 

daily basis. While one of the detainees was white, the 

overwhelming majority of youth in detention in the 

Northern Territory and in other states, are Aboriginal. 

Indigenous and Aboriginal men and women also make 

up a wholly disproportionate segment of the total 

prison population, a fact which has not been altered 

for decades. 

Some of the protest actions were led and organised 

by the Warriors of Aboriginal Resistance (WAR) – a 

group that formed during the protests against the G20 

Summit held in Brisbane in November 2014. We 

admire the defiance and the militancy of the WAR 

activists, their commitment to their struggle and their 

refusal to be co-opted into the mainstream of the 

Australian political establishment. They are also 

correct to back the Malcolm X style struggle for 

black/indigenous people’s dignity, rather than the 

pacifist liberalism of the ilk of Martin Luther King. 

However, in our view the political program of WAR is 

mistaken in that it remains on the path of Aboriginal 

or cultural/indigenous nationalism. If Aboriginal 

nationalism becomes the dominant strategy adopted, 

in our view the struggle for the liberation of Aboriginal 

people will not occur, and could become co-opted 

into the capitalist political parliamentary system they 

rightly reject. Aboriginal oppression is bound up with 

implantation of Australian capitalism, the operation of 

http://www.vice.com/
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which adversely affects Aboriginal people more than 

others. However, the overcoming of this oppression 

means linking with all others seeking liberation from 

oppression – especially the working class. 

Aboriginal Nationalism? 

WAR declare that their program is that of Aboriginal 

nationalism. The first issue of Black Nations Rising, 

their publication states clearly: 

 

Aboriginal nationalism (emphasis in 

original) is a philosophy….Separatism 

is integral to the worldview of 

Aboriginal nationalism. As Aboriginal 

nationalists, we identify with our 

respective tribal groups and the pan-

Aboriginal nation. We are separate to 

‘Australia’ – a colonial state built upon 

the theft of Aboriginal land and the 

genocide of Aboriginal people.28 

Despite our strong political disagreements on other 

issues, the Spartacist League first noted the existence 

of Aboriginal nationalism amongst WAR activists, and 

alerted workers to it. They correctly note: 

“One of the key demands of WAR is self-

determination for Aboriginal people. For 

Marxists, self-determination means the right 

to national independence. The cohering of 

nations is fundamentally a material process, 

not an idealist one. What is decisive is 

contiguous mutual economic exchange 

continued over a more or less lengthy period 

of time, which develops into a coherent 

political economy. It was the development of 

capitalism which drove the formation of the 

nation-state in its modern sense. The 

possibility of the independent development of 

Indigenous people into a modern nation was 

severed by the British colonisers, who almost 

obliterated the Aboriginal people leaving the 
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https://issuu.com/blacknationsrising/docs/black_nations_ri
sing_issue_1__online (31-07-16) 

shattered remnants of different tribes who 

continue to be viciously oppressed today.”29 

It is incontrovertible that the Australian colonial 

capitalist state was built on the theft of Aboriginal 

land and the genocide of Aboriginal people. This fact 

is the basis on which the oppression of Aboriginal 

people remains today. But the claim to an Aboriginal 

nation is another thing entirely. Marxists recognise 

the formation of nations as requiring elements such as 

a common language, territory, economic exchange 

and a culture. Nations form over time, historically, 

until all such factors are satisfied. Needless to say, 

these factors have not been present in the past, or 

now. WAR claim a pan-Aboriginal nation, but 

seemingly through a process of resisting the existing 

capitalist state which accords with the Australian 

nation. 

Non-Aboriginal people of course do not experience 

the oppression of the indigenous people, and thus 

must respect the right of Aboriginal people to lead 

political movements which counter such oppression. 

However, non-indigenous people who wish to end 

Aboriginal oppression and join political movements to 

address this, must have the right to disagree with the 

political perspective being put forward. Aboriginal 

people do not necessarily come up with the correct 

political program to end their oppression in the same 

way in which workers also do not automatically 

propose the correct political program to end their 

oppression. There needs to be friendly and comradely 

political discussion and debate as to which strategy 

and tactics to adopt. To disagree with one’s political 

strategy does not amount to “disrespect” – it’s simply 

a political disagreement, a part of the struggle.  

As socialists we warn against the political programs of 

Aboriginal or Black or cultural or indigenous 

nationalism, not because we don’t respect Aboriginal 

activists, but because we hold the view that the 

liberation of Aboriginal people is bound up with the 

struggle against capitalism, and is therefore bound up 

with the struggle to end the oppression of workers, 

through the strategic goal of socialist revolution. It 

should be noted in addition, that the oppression of 
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 http://www.icl-fi.org/english/asp/226/aboriginal.html 
(31-07-16) 

https://issuu.com/blacknationsrising/docs/black_nations_rising_issue_1__online
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http://www.icl-fi.org/english/asp/226/aboriginal.html
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women will also not be ended except through joining 

with workers in a common struggle to overthrow the 

rule of capital. Aboriginal people make up 

approximately 2% of the Australian population, but 

even if the proportion was substantially larger, there 

would still be a need to link up with, and fight 

alongside, the working class. Without the mobilisation 

of the working class, the Aboriginal rights movement 

cannot effectively be protected from capitalist state 

repression, let alone win complete liberation.  

Lack of Union backing 

One of the reasons why Aboriginal groups such as 

WAR adopt stances such as Aboriginal nationalism, is 

the almost total lack of Union backing for the struggle 

of Aboriginal people against their oppression by 

capitalist Australia. While it is true that there are a lot 

of fine words, and even some material support for 

Aboriginal actions, in the main the conservative Union 

bureaucrats sitting atop most Unions refuse to 

mobilise workers behind the cause to which they give 

verbal adherence. The rallies called by WAR in 

response to the exposure of the Don Dale abuses 

were dotted with a few Union T-shirts, but generally 

there were no organised Union contingents. Overpaid 

Union officials are long on the rhetoric of support for 

Aboriginal rights, and sport the Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander flags on some wares from their Union 

wardrobes, but very short of organising workers 

behind this show. For example, in response to the 

Royal Commission announced by Liberal Prime 

Minister Malcolm Turnbull as a result of the Don Dale 

exposé, the Australian Council of Trade Unions (ACTU) 

Secretary Dave Oliver penned an open letter to PM 

Turnbull, which welcomed the Royal Commission, 

only asking for the terms to be expanded.30 That is, no 

organising or attempting to activate workers in 

support of Aboriginal rights, but a letter to the PM! 

There have been exceptions, but generally speaking, 

the Union officials leave the Aboriginal rights 

movement to fight its own battles – an impossible 

task. This, combined with the glaring failure of liberal 

“reconciliation” can lead to some groups such as WAR 

to adopt the view that they are on their own. This 
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 http://www.actu.org.au/actu-media/media-
releases/2016/letter-to-malcolm-turnbull-on-royal-
commission-into-nt-youth-detention (03-08-16) 

feeds the sentiment towards separatism, and the 

militant sounding but politically compromising 

Aboriginal nationalism.  

 

 

 

 

Careerist Union officials are well schooled in 

shepherding workers back into support for the 

Australian political establishment. They seek to 

integrate Unions and workers closer to the Australian 

capitalist state, and hence back “official” channels of 

the capitalist state investigating itself – such as Royal 

Commissions. It is hardly a secret that governments 

often launch Royal Commissions as a pressure relief 

valve, to give the impression that the powers that be 

are actually accountable. In practice, they draw out 

the process for years on end, while those suffering 

and some activists wait interminably for an outcome. 

Invariably, such inquiries become little more than a 

whitewash. Recommendations found by the 

Commission have no power to be enforced, and rarely 

are. Such was the result of the Royal Commission into 

Aboriginal Deaths in custody, which released its 

recommendations in 1991. What is vital is that Unions 

are organised independently of all aspects of the 

capitalist state – from its politicians to its courts to its 

parliaments, and its “Royal Commissions”. Workers 

must be shown that they themselves have power 

collectively – a power far greater than any parliament 

or institution of the old world, and one which has the 

potential to usher in the new world of socialism. 

Above: Warriors of the Aboriginal Resistance (WAR) 

activists at the march against the G20 in 2014. There 

was considerable debate between WAR organisers and 

other groups over how to conduct the march. Image 

from www.warriorpublications.wordpress.com  

http://www.actu.org.au/actu-media/media-releases/2016/letter-to-malcolm-turnbull-on-royal-commission-into-nt-youth-detention
http://www.actu.org.au/actu-media/media-releases/2016/letter-to-malcolm-turnbull-on-royal-commission-into-nt-youth-detention
http://www.actu.org.au/actu-media/media-releases/2016/letter-to-malcolm-turnbull-on-royal-commission-into-nt-youth-detention
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WAR and the left  

Since the formation of WAR, there has been tension 

between it and some left parties when it comes to 

working together in joint actions. WAR has in the past 

demanded that the left groups selling newspapers at 

WAR organised events to donate all of the monetary 

proceeds to them or whichever cause they are taking 

action over. Recently, in a post on Facebook, WAR 

appears to ban the Socialist Alternative and the 

Socialist Alliance from any future events organised by 

WAR.31 This post was then “liked” by some individuals 

from other left parties.  

We are obviously not a part of any discussions that 

may have taken place between WAR and the two SA 

groups. We understand that WAR, as organisers and 

leaders of certain actions, have the right to lead these 

actions, and run the public events in general. It is of 

course recognised that in a broader sense, Aboriginal 

people have the right to lead the struggle against their 

own oppression, and should be respected as such. 

However, we do not believe it is reasonable to 

attempt to prevent left parties from distributing, or 

selling, their own publications at such public events. 

To ask for permission from WAR to run a campaign 

stall at a WAR organised event is understandable. 

More than this though, WAR cannot expect to control 

the actions of every single person which attends their 

public events, especially the members of left groups.  

 

If there has been flagrant disregard for Aboriginal 

people and Aboriginal leaders at such events by some 

left parties, they should of course be reproached for 

it. However, there is a difference between this and an 

attempt to effectively censor the politics of left groups 

which are supporting Aboriginal rights actions. To 

attempt to prevent the distribution of Socialist 

Alternative’s Red Flag, or Socialist Alliance’s Green 

Left Weekly at WAR organised events appears to be 

direct targeting of left groups for their political views. 

It also does not appear fair given that presumably, 

WAR’s publication Black Nations Rising is being 

distributed unhindered. It may not be the intention, 

but it appears to be an attempt to censor the politics 
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https://www.facebook.com/WARcollective/posts/1071999
899562235 (03-08-16) 

of socialist groups, in favour of the politics of WAR. By 

all means WAR has the right to put forward and argue 

for its politics, but as with all political views, it must 

compete with other perspectives. WAR cannot expect 

to retain a monopoly on the politics of every 

individual or group attending actions which they have 

organised. They must seek to convince others within 

the Aboriginal community and the non-indigenous but 

supportive community which demonstrably support 

their cause.  

www.tumblr.com 

 

It is possible to respect, and give solidarity to, 

Aboriginal political groups, while disagreeing with 

their political outlook. The political outlook of WAR, 

by the own words, is separatism and indigenous 

nationalism. Socialist Alternative and Socialist Alliance 

can speak for themselves, but generally socialists do 

not agree that indigenous nationalism will lead to 

Aboriginal liberation in any meaningful way. In fact, 

because it turns away from the working class – the 

only class with the power to win Aboriginal liberation 

– the politics of Aboriginal nationalism can tend to 

alternate between a stand-alone militant defiance – 

which can be relatively easily crushed by the capitalist 

state apparatus – and liberal lobbying, such as appeals 

to the very politicians and parliament enabling their 

oppression. The two approaches are ultimately 

ineffective, and neither points a way forward. Both 

are effectively appeals to the powers that be, rather 

than an attempt to mobilise indigenous people, 

workers and their supporters in class based struggle 

against the powers that be.  

https://www.facebook.com/WARcollective/posts/1071999899562235
https://www.facebook.com/WARcollective/posts/1071999899562235
http://www.tumblr.com/
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The Aboriginal people suffer horrific racial oppression 

under Australian capitalism – this is not in dispute. It is 

also acknowledged that their struggle against this 

oppression can never be reactionary. However, it does 

not necessarily follow that the politics of the 

Aboriginal activists leading this struggle will always be 

revolutionary, or always progressive. Backward 

political positions can be inadvertently practiced, due 

to a number of societal and political factors, not the 

least of which is the almost total lack of working class 

mobilisation in support, due largely to conservative 

Union officials consciously preventing active workers’ 

support for indigenous people. Another factor is that 

some left parties do not challenge the politics of 

Aboriginal activists where they disagree, out of 

“respect” and “solidarity”. Such is for example, the 

program of Aboriginal nationalism. Aboriginal people 

do not form a nation, as they have not developed over 

time, a common language, common culture, common 

territory and common economic exchange. The 

possibility for this was eliminated by the invading 

British colonialists, which established an Australian 

capitalist state which also oppresses, though to a 

lesser extent, Australian workers. 

An Australian nation has been formed, over time, 

comprised of Aboriginal people, descendants of 

British colonial rule and a myriad of migrants from 

numerous other nations. Aboriginal people 

unfortunately remain the most oppressed group 

within this nation, a historical wrong which needs 

urgent address. This however cannot be done without 

the overthrow of capitalist rule in the Australian 

nation, and in the Asia-Pacific region.  The Australian 

nation is also a junior imperialist power, which 

oppresses the peoples of the Asia-Pacific, and, via 

partnership with US imperialism, the people of the 

world. This is one reason why the declaring of, and the 

fight for, a separatist Aboriginal nation is not 

progressive, but reactionary. It automatically excludes 

those who can assist the struggle for the liberation, 

rather than joining with them to overthrow the rule of 

capital.  

Left parties and individuals which acquiesce to groups 

such as WAR when advocating political doctrines such 

as Aboriginal nationalism, are doing so out of a 

mistaken conception of “respect” and “solidarity”.  

The crucial element is to reach out to supporters of 

indigenous people in their capacity as workers, in 

order to mobilise industrial strength behind the cause. 

If this were to occur, it is likely that despairing ideas 

such as Aboriginal nationalism would not have a 

material basis on which to arise. However, the main 

obstacle is the self-serving Union officialdom, which 

view their own comfortable careers way above any 

token support for Aboriginal rights. The struggle to 

replace class-collaborationist Union leaders with a 

class-struggle leadership is bound up with the struggle 

to forge a revolutionary workers party, based above 

all on the theory and practice of Leninism. Such a 

party would champion the rights of Aboriginal people 

as part of a struggle to replace the system 

perpetuating the oppression of Aboriginal people and 

the domination of working people – that of social 

production for private profit.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: The front cover of “Marxism and the National 

Question”, completed in 1913. Although written by 

J.V.Stalin, it was edited line by line by V.I.Lenin. In it, the 

four essential characteristics for a nation are marked: 

common language, common territory, common culture 

and common economic exchange. The key determinant 

is the exchange of commodities. The Aboriginal people 

do not form a “nation” as such, but are an unjustly 

oppressed people on whose degradation the Australian 

nation was established by the British colonisers. For 

Aboriginal people to win their liberation, they must link 

with the working class in a struggle to overthrow the 

capitalist state, and establish a workers’ republic in 

which all working and oppressed people shall rule. 
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WHY IS ENVIRONMENTAL DAMAGE OF 
WAR CONSIDERED A TABOO SUBJECT?  

 
 

By Diane Mantzaris 

While Australia’s so called progressive left has 
been hollering about the environmental damage 
caused to our planet and lamenting the impact of 
climate change, they still find it “too difficult” to 
make a call for an end to Australia’s participation 
in the US/allied dirty war on Syria. 

This resistance to speak out occurs even after the 
RAAF bombing massacre of a few days ago. 

Those who remain silent continue to use the 
excuse of war complexities and “regime change” 
propaganda in the disinformation spread that 
travels from the US/UK to Australia – the 
disinformation shoved under our noses every 
day. 

At least Ann Wright of Consortium News has the 
courage to ask these questions. As Wright reports 
in her article, “Greenwashing Wars And The U.S. 
Military,” 

The International Union for the Conservation of 
Nature (IUCN) has come in for criticism due to its 
lack of attention to the detrimental effects of 
wars and military operations on nature. 
Considering the degree of harm to the 
environment coming from these human activities, 
one would think that the organization might have 
set aside some time at its World Conservation 
Congress this past week in Hawaii to specifically 
address these concerns. 

Yet, of the more than 1,300 workshops crammed 
into the six-day marathon environmental meeting 

http://www.activistpost.com/tag/diane-mantzaris
https://consortiumnews.com/2016/09/09/greenwashing-wars-and-the-us-military/
https://consortiumnews.com/2016/09/09/greenwashing-wars-and-the-us-military/
http://www.activistpost.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/syria_on_fire-777.jpg
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in Honolulu, followed by four days of discussion 
about internal resolutions, nothing specifically 
addressed the destruction of the environment by 
military operations and wars. 

At a presentation at the USA Pavilion during the 

conference, senior representatives of the U.S. 

Army, U.S. Air Force and U.S. Navy regaled the 

IUCN audience of conservationists with tales 

about caring for the environment, including 

protecting endangered species, on hundreds of 

U.S. military bases in the United States.The heavy 

funding the IUCN gets from governments is 

undoubtedly the rationale for not addressing this 

“elephant in the room” at a conference for the 

protection of the endangered planet – a tragic 

commentary on a powerful organization that 

should acknowledge all anti-environmental 

pressures. 

The presenters did not mention what is done on 
the over 800 U.S. military bases outside of the 
United States. In the one-hour military style 
briefing, the speakers failed to mention the 
incredible amounts of fossil fuels used by military 
aircraft, ships and land vehicles that leave 
mammoth carbon footprints around the world. 
Also not mentioned were wars that kill humans, 
animals and plants; military exercise bombing of 
entire islands and large swaths of land; and the 
harmful effects of the burn pits which have 
incinerated the debris of war in Afghanistan and 
Iraq. 

Each military service representative focused on 
the need for training areas to prepare the U.S. 
military to “keep peace in the world.” Of course, 
no mention was made of “keeping the peace” 
through wars of choice that have killed hundreds 
of thousands of persons, animals and plants, and 
the bombing of the cultural heritage in many 
areas around the world including Afghanistan, 
Iraq, Syria, Pakistan, Libya, Yemen and Somalia. 

Such terrible human suffering and genocide is 
inflicted upon Syrians by an Australia purporting 
to be at war with ISIS. 

I can only respond in this manner: I swear most 
people do not have a pulse. 

Did it ever occur to you that war, climate change 
and the refugee crisis are linked? 

It is thus very highly ironic that it is too taboo to 
discuss the ongoing displacement of people 
caused by war while being so concerned about 
refugees at the same time. 

And yes it was the Australian Greens (Christine 
Milne) that pushed through cruel sanctions on 
Syria during Labour’s term in Australia: the same 
party purporting to care for refugees and the 
environment today. 

Apparently it is also taboo to discuss the massive 
environmental devastation caused by war and 
imperialism. 

Diane Mantzaris is an Australian artist known for 
her pioneering application of digital imaging to 
printmaking and for her unconventional approach 
to image making, which is often both personal 
and political in content. Mantzaris pioneered the 
use of computers as a printmaking and art-
making tool in the early to mid-1980s, exhibiting 
widely, nationally and throughout Asia in touring 
exhibitions, to considerable acclaim. Her practice 
now crosses into several fields associated with the 
visual arts, printmaking, drawing, photography, 
sculpture, performance and public art. She is 
represented in most state and public collections 
throughout Australia and significant private 
collections throughout Asia and Europe. She was 
was drawn into action over Syria while watching 
the events unfold with colleagues in Aleppo. 

This article first appeared at 
www.activistpost.com 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diane_Mantzaris
http://www.activistpost.com/
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MUGABE: THE DICTATOR? 

www.herald.co.zw 

 

Is Zimbabwe’s 92-year-old leader really the oppressive 

dictator the West makes him out to be, or is he 

demonized for not succumbing to a history of 

destabilization and intervention attempts by the 

West?  

By Caleb T. Maupin | August 27, 2016  

In covering a recent protest movement unfurling 
in Zimbabwe, mainstream Western media seem 
unable to report on country’s president without 
making references to him as a “dictator” and 
“authoritarian.” 

Yet the case against Robert Mugabe, the 92-year-
old president of Zimbabwe and leader of the 
Zimbabwe African National Union – Patriotic 
Front (ZANU-PF), is difficult to justify, especially 
considering all of Zimbabwe’s recent elections 
have been monitored by the United Nations, and 
the Movement for Democratic Change (MDC), the 
main opposition party, currently divided into two 

factions, is widely represented in the 
government. 

Further, Zimbabwe’s emergence as a nation 
struggling against not just the power of 
colonialism and white supremacists, but also the 
economic domination of a settler minority, tells 
an entirely different story. 

Opposition parties like the MDC, which receives 
support from the United States, are allowed to 
operate freely in Zimbabwe. Newspapers that 
support the MDC and openly praise the 
previously existing apartheid regime are widely 
distributed, coexisting alongside pro-government 
state media. The idea that Zimbabwe is a 
totalitarian state that forbids dissent is simply not 
consistent with reality. 

While Western media has few positive things to 
say about Mugabe, Zimbabwean voters clearly 
disagree. A 2015 survey by Zimbabwe’s Mass 
Public Opinion Institute found that Mugabe 

http://www.herald.co.zw/
http://www.mintpressnews.com/author/caleb-t-maupin/
http://www.mintpressnews.com/mugabe-the-dictator/219866/
http://www.mintpressnews.com/thisflag-surprise-social-media-phenomenon-us-manufactured-uprising/219826/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/africa/robert-mugabe-the-dictator-bucking-zimbabwean-life-expectancy-rates-a6885376.html
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2016/aug/17/evan-mawarire-thisflag-movement-leader-challenges-/
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/11/21/world/africa/21smith.html?mtrref=undefined
http://www.genocidewatch.org/zimbabwe.html
http://www.genocidewatch.org/zimbabwe.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/Southern-Africa/mugabe-remains-popular-in-zimbabwe-survey.html
http://www.theafricareport.com/Southern-Africa/mugabe-remains-popular-in-zimbabwe-survey.html
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continues to enjoy popularity among the 
country’s urban and rural populations. 

Even in 2012, a year before the last elections 
were held, popular support for the MDC was on 
the decline. In May 2013, The Guardian quoted 
Raymond Majongwe, secretary general of the 
14,000-strong Progressive Teachers’ Union, as 
saying: “I’m feeling seriously let down by the 
MDC.” 

His statement came after the party entered into a 
power-sharing agreement with the ZANU-PF 
following contested elections in 2008, but before 
that so-called “unity government” ultimately 
dissolved. He noted, presciently: 

“The power-sharing agreement could be the 
undoing of the MDC leadership. They exposed 
their own naivety and appetite for opulence and 
extravagance. In four years the level of wealth 
these MDC guys have accumulated is shocking. If 
the MDC wins the election, fine, they can go 
ahead and loot the country like their 
predecessors.” 

  

US has long planned to oust Mugabe 

U.S. machinations to overthrow the Mugabe-led 
government in Zimbabwe are nothing new, 
particularly in terms of Washington’s support to 
the MDC. 

Morgan Tsvangirai, the leader of the MDC, who 
served as prime minister from 2009-2013, toured 
the world in 2009, meeting with British Prime 
Minister Gordon Brown and U.S. President Barack 
Obama. After his meeting with Obama, Tsvangirai 
said he was “grateful to him for his leadership” 
and that Obama would “continue to provide us 
with direction.” 

In “Supporting Human Rights and Democracy: 
The U.S. Record 2005-2006,” the State 
Department reported: “The U.S. human rights 
strategy in Zimbabwe focused on maintaining 
pressure on the regime, assisting democratic 
forces, strengthening independent media, 

increasing public access to information, 
promoting accountability for the regime’s crimes, 
and providing humanitarian aid for Zimbabwe’s 
suffering people.” 

The report further noted U.S. efforts to 
disseminate information on civil rights and made 
accusations of fraudulent parliamentary 
elections. 

 

 

 

 

The State Department’s 2007 Performance 
Report on Zimbabwe boasted of the United 
States’ role in propping up the MDC as a viable 
opponent to Mugabe’s ZANU-PF: 

“Following the bloody onslaught of the Mugabe 
regime against the MDC and civil society during 
the past year, USG [U.S. government] assistance 
helped rebuild the party’s battered structure and 
better position it to participate in the upcoming 
elections. The USG also assisted the MDC to 
effectively identify, research, and articulate policy 
positions and ideas within Zimbabwe, in the 
region, and beyond. In particular, USG technical 
assistance was pivotal in supporting MDC\’s 
formulation and communication of a 
comprehensive policy platform, which 
demonstrates the party’s preparedness to take 
over the reins of government in 2008.” 

Above: Morgan Tsvangarai meets with US President 

Barak Obama at the White House in 2009. Tsvangarai 

praised the commander-in-chief of US imperialism and 

said he was “grateful to him for his leadership”. Image 

from Wikipedia. 
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In a 2008 analysis of the document, Stephen 
Gowans, a Canadian writer and political analyst, 
noted:  

“The neo-liberal, foreign investor-friendly 
economic policies Washington favours are central 
to the policy platform of the Tsvangirai faction of 
the MDC. The State Department document 
reveals that the MDC’s policy orientation may be 
based more on US government direction than its 
own deliberations.” 

It’s also important to consider the role of U.S. aid 
money and the U.S. Agency for International 
Development, or USAID, in Zimbabwe. The 
organization, which has a long history of 
imperialist intervention under the guise of 
humanitarian aid, has remained active in 
Zimbabwe despite targeted sanctions imposed by 
the U.S. In fiscal year 2012, for example, 
Zimbabwe received $152,534,664 in U.S. 
economic assistance, including $61,987,763 from 
USAID and $49,648,024 from the State 
Department. 

  

‘Rhodesia’ was wiped off the map 

To understand why Washington is working to 
topple Mugabe, the country’s repeatedly elected 
president, and the ZANU-PF, its internationally-
recognized government, one must be familiar 
with Zimbabwe’s history. 

Defenders of the Israeli settler regime will often 
accuse their critics of being “inflammatory” and 
“extremist” for wanting to “wipe Israel off the 
map.” However, there is historical precedent for 
the erasure of European settler regimes. 
Zimbabwe became a country after Rhodesia, a 
country whose 1969 constitution enshrined the 
rule of whites, was toppled. 

Rhodesia was the name given by settlers to the 
region in southern Africa that the indigenous 
people called Zimbabwe. It was named after Cecil 
Rhodes, the famed colonizer and advocate of 
British imperialism. When Zimbabwe declared its 
independence from Britain in 1965, the white 

minority owned almost all of the land, except for 
the Tribal Trust Lands, where black Africans were 
forced to live, similar to the “bantustans” of 
South Africa. During the day, blacks worked as 
servants and labourers in the estates, plantations, 
and cities owned by whites, and at night they 
returned to the designated areas where they 
were allowed to live and farm. 

 

 

 

 

Roger Riddell, a staff member of the Catholic 
Institute for International Relations and editor of 
the institute’s series “From Rhodesia to 
Zimbabwe,” wrote an article in 1980, titled 
“Zimbabwe’s Land Problem: The Central Issue.” In 
the article, Riddell explains that not only did 
Europeans hold vastly more land than the 
Africans, they also held more fertile agricultural 
land: 

“The importance of land in Rhodesia does not lie 
so much in the inequalities per se, but because 
inequalities in access to land are accompanied by 
growing overpopulation, landlessness, land 
deterioration, and increasing poverty in the 
African areas alongside serious underutilization of 
land in the European areas.” 

The 7 million Africans were not full citizens of 
Rhodesia, unlike the white minority, which 
peaked at just under 300,000 in the late 1960s. 
Ian Smith, the wealthiest white farmer and prime 

Above: Ian Smith, Prime Minister of white minority 

ruled Rhodesia from 1964 to 1979. Zimbabwe came 

into existence when African liberation fighters 

overthrew the apartheid-like Smith government in 

1979.  www.news.bbc.co.uk 
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minister of Rhodesia from 1964-1979, said: “The 
white man is the master of Rhodesia, has built it 
and intends to keep it.” The country’s 1961 
Unilateral Declaration of Independence, which 
was committed to independence from Britain but 
not majority rule, reserved 50 national assembly 
seats for the country’s white settler minority and 
just 15 for the African majority. 

Receiving weapons and support from both China 
and the Soviet Union, the indigenous African 
population took up arms against Smith’s white-
minority rule in the 1970s. ZANU-PF, currently the 
ruling party in Zimbabwe, is the result of a merger 
of several different armed revolutionary 
organizations that fought against the apartheid 
government of Rhodesia. Britain deployed troops 
to fight against the African people, and the U.S. 
formally recognized and backed the Rhodesian 
apartheid regime. International media and 
Western politicians generally referred to the 
uprisings of impoverished African people as 
“terrorism” and supported the white settler 
government in the name of opposing 
“communism.” 

As the white settler government of Rhodesia 
faced a wider insurgency from African people, it 
became a favored cause among white 
supremacists. Neo-Nazis and fascists from all over 
the world went to fight against the African rebels. 
James Earl Ray, who was convicted of 
assassinating Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., had 
worked closely with the “Friends of Rhodesia.” 
During his 2015 killing spree inside a church in 
South Carolina, the white supremacist murderer 
Dylann Roof wore the flag of the long deposed 
Rhodesian settler government. 

Mugabe emerged as the charismatic leader of the 
armed uprising. With Mugabe as their 
commander and representative, guerrilla fighters 
carved out what the white settlers called “no-go 
areas,” liberated territories which were 
controlled by the African revolutionaries and 
served as bases for the uprising. ZANU-PF 
described itself as a socialist party. Interviewed 
during the war, Mugabe said: 

“It is absolutely wrong to allow a set of individuals 
to acquire control and ownership of those 
resources that are God-given. They are not man-
made, the land, the water, the forest, the 
animals, the fish in the river, the minerals. These 
are given to us by nature, and it is in principle 
wrong for any one man to claim ownership of 
such resources that should belong to the people 
as a whole.” 

On Dec. 21, 1979, the prolonged conflict known 
as the Rhodesian Bush War concluded with the 
signing of the Lancaster House Agreement. 
Rhodesia was abolished, and the Republic of 
Zimbabwe came into existence. The treaty 
specified that the new government could not 
seize white-owned land for ten years. At the time 
of the agreement, the country’s 120,000 white 
families controlled at least half of the country’s 
arable farmland, while 7 million Africans lived in 
extreme poverty. 

 

 

 

 

Eroding white supremacy, changing property 
relations 

Many predicted a “white genocide” following 
ZANU-PF’s election under the new constitution. 
However, once ZANU-PF assumed power in the 
elections following the 1979 treaty, no such thing 
occurred. Despite leading a “white republic” and 
ordering his troops to slaughter tens of thousands 
of civilians, Ian Smith, the leader of the white 
settler government, was spared any punishment 

Above: The horrific massacre in a church of African-

Americans in South Carolina in 2015 was carried out by 

Dylann Roof, a white supremacist. In this photo, he is 

seen wearing the flags of apartheid South Africa and 

white minority ruled Rhodesia. www.abcnews.go.com 
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for his documented war crimes. He lived in luxury 
on his estates until his death of natural causes in 
2007. 

Many whites left Zimbabwe, relocating to South 
Africa or Europe, but aside from a few incidents, 
no reports of widespread revenge killings took 
place. In accordance with the Lancaster House 
Agreement, whites who were owed pensions by 
the oppressive Rhodesian apartheid government 
continued to received payments from the new 
government until 1990. 

The government led by ZANU-PF vastly expanded 
access to education, and Zimbabwe leads Africa 
in adult literacy. During the 1990s, the economy 
of Zimbabwe, presided over and tightly regulated 
by the ZANU-PF, was described by the 
Washington Post as being “among the strongest 
on the continent.” 

The ZANU-PF government stayed true to its 
promise not to forcibly redistribute property until 
1997, long after the ten year period agreed to in 
the treaty. Prior to 1997, many white farmers left 
Zimbabwe, voluntarily selling their property to 
the state for negotiated compensation. Britain 
welcomed white farmers with open arms, and 
has even established Zane, a charity that supports 
whites who wish to migrate from Zimbabwe. 

Beginning in 1997, land belonging to the white 
minority has been gradually, forcibly 
redistributed to Africans. Veterans of Zimbabwe’s 
revolutionary army were the first to receive land, 
and by 2011, over 237,000 African families had 
acquired their own land, while 300 white farms 
remained intact. 

When the land seizures began, Western press 
reports alleged the land reform was corrupt and 
giving land only to government bureaucrats. 
However, The Zimbabwean published the results 
of a 10-year study of the program, which found 
that less than 17 percent of the land went to civil 
servants, and the overwhelming majority went to 
rural peasants, unemployed Africans, and others 
who were not deeply connected to government 
officials. 

No one debates that the majority of those who 
have received land hold a favorable view of the 
ZANU-PF government. Following the land 
redistribution campaign, violence erupted on 
more than a few occasions when white farmers 
refused to give up land and held violent standoffs 
with government officials and locals. 

 

 

 

‘We want to be left alone’ 

As the reforms began, Mugabe was subject to 
demonization in Western media. In 2000, ZANU-
PF suffered its first major defeats at the polls and 
began sharing power with the MDC, which has 
received funding from the State Department and 
whose leader has openly admitted to taking 
“direction” from President Obama. 

The redistribution process slowed agricultural 
production in Zimbabwe. The process of 
transitioning farms from the large plantations 
owned by white settlers, to small individual plots 
owned by African families, was difficult on its 
own. But it was also compounded by the fact that 
Africans who had never owned their own farms 
did not have easy, immediate access to many 
types of modern agricultural technology 
previously employed by white farmers. The U.S. 
made the economic situation far worse by 
imposing economic sanctions on Zimbabwe 
starting in 2001, heavily restricting its ability to 
export agricultural goods. The sanctions also 
limited Zimbabwe’s access to key agricultural 
imports needed to make fertilizer. 

Above: The logo of Zane Australia, a “charity” 

organisation which supports whites who wish to 

migrate from Zimbabwe. www.zaneaustralia.org.au 
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Speaking at the U.N. General Assembly in 2008, 
Mugabe said, “We want to be left alone.” He 
urged Western forces to stop meddling in his 
country’s internal affairs, and to allow Zimbabwe 
to alter its economic system toward one featuring 
a more equitable distribution of wealth. 

Despite continued demonization in Western 
media, Zimbabwe continues to make economic 
changes. In December, Zimbabwe announced 
that it was adopting the Chinese yuan as legal 
tender. In exchange, the People’s Republic of 
China cancelled Zimbabwe’s $40 million debt to 
Chinese banks. 

In March, Mugabe announced that the country’s 
diamond mines will be nationalized.  

“Companies that have been mining diamonds 
have robbed us of our wealth,” Mugabe said. 
“That is why the state must have a monopoly.” 

When making the announcement, Mugabe also 
pointed out that a recent drop in diamond prices 
has increased the frequency of swindling and 
corruption surrounding the already crime-
stricken industry. Zimbabwe supplied about 13 
percent of the world’s diamonds in 2013, but 
experts quoted by Reuters warned that the 
country is expected to account for less than 3 
percent of the global supply this year. 

The president criticized not only Western-owned 
mining corporations, but also those based in 
China, and argued that nationalizing the mines 
will ensure that the people of Zimbabwe get a fair 
share of the wealth created by their natural 
resources. 

For those who follow U.S. foreign policy, it should 
be clear why Washington seeks an end to the rule 
of Mugabe and the ZANU-PF: Zimbabwe’s 
government is seizing control of the country’s 
natural resources, redistributing land, and cutting 
into the profits of Western corporations. 
Furthermore, Zimbabwe has aligned itself with 
China, an emerging economic rival of Wall Street. 

  

Western intervention is never the answer 

Western media and the CIA have learned to 
manipulate humanity’s basic feelings of 
compassion and solidarity for the purpose of 
conducting “regime change.” Media campaigns 
routinely highlight atrocities — both real and 
invented — and build up public opinion for 
“humanitarian intervention.” 

 

 

 

 

This is the case in Zimbabwe, where Western 
media selectively report on corruption, violence 
and suffering in line with biases for regime 
change held by Washington and its Western 
allies. 

It also happened in Libya, where NATO bombing 
and a coordinated campaign to topple the 
government of Moammar Gadhafi were carried 
out with the stated objective of saving the lives of 
innocent people. However, the result has been 
widespread chaos and poverty in what was once 
Africa’s most prosperous country. The previously 
stable country stands divided today, as rival 
factions battle for power, while militant groups 
like Daesh (an Arabic acronym for the terrorist 
group known in the West as ISIS or ISIL) have set 
up shop. 

Iraq, Afghanistan, and Syria have all suffered the 
effects of U.S.-backed regime change waged in 

Above: Subsistence Zimbabwean miners at the Marange 

diamond fields. President Robert Mugabe announced 

this year that Zimbabwe’s mines would be nationalised, 

claiming that mining companies have robbed Zimbabwe 
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the name of human rights. The populations that 
were championed as oppressed victims in the 
Western media broadcasts that built the case for 
intervention, are far worse off than before. 

American media’s talk about human rights is 
selective. Governments that reject economic 
domination by American-based banks and 
corporations, and those which compete with 
them on the global market, become targets of 
demonization. Meanwhile, atrocities perpetrated 
by repressive regimes that cooperate with  the 
U.S. are generally overlooked, or, as in the case of 
Saudi Arabia, supported. 

A movement like the one unfolding in Zimbabwe 
right now — a movement championed in 

Western media and led by someone who has 
since fled to the U.S. — is unlikely to improve the 
situation of Zimbabwe’s people. U.S. efforts to 
cripple Zimbabwe’s current leader and party by 
funding the opposition isn’t evidence of U.S. 
concern for human rights; it’s evidence that 
Mugabe and the ZANU-PF aren’t adhering to the 
rules of U.S. hegemony and Western dominance. 

While Zimbabwe certainly faces social and 
economic challenges, the Pentagon will not solve 
them. Western destabilization and intervention 
will make matters worse. Only the African people 
— people who have defeated an oppressive 
regime and rolled back the horrors of white 
minority rule — only they can lead the country 
forward. 
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