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RISE AGAINST FEAR 
STATEMENT OF THE WORKERS LEAGUE 

05-10-2020: As we approach the end of 2020, 

brutal and inhuman lockdowns slowly begin to be 

lifted in Australia and in the US and parts of 

Europe. In Melbourne the curfew is lifted, but 

there are still fines of $5000 for exercising basic 

political rights, and a litany of logic defying rules 

and restrictions. The UK government is 

threatening another lockdown, almost as 

punishment for people not taking the first 

lockdown seriously. In Spain, some citizens resist 

police enforcement of facemasks with their bare 

hands, as they attempt to pinpoint why the 

government insists on locking them indoors. In 

short, even if some lockdown measures are being 
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relaxed by increments, the accompanying political 

repression of working people remains. It is 

possible that elementary civil and democratic 

rights may never return. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Pandemic” fraud 

Government rationales for lockdowns remain 

paper thin, with barely a shred of scientific or 

medical justification. Some kind of a partially new 

virus has circulated the globe – which may well 

have been manufactured in a laboratory – but its 

effects are scarcely more dangerous than a regular 

flu. “Covid-19” has been used as a fig leaf for the 

most severe and concentrated attack on the 

working class in history. Almost all of the fear 

pandemic is fraudulent and is being utilised for the 

imposition of a totalitarianism never previously 

conceived. Lockdowns, curfews, house arrest, 

repeated hand-washing, forced facemasks, 

tracking and tracing, social-distancing, bans on 

social contact, singing and dancing (!) – all expose 

themselves as either harmful or useless in 

response to basic questions. Pushing a few 

buttons on a computer connected to the internet 

will reveal mountains of information – if it has not 

yet been censored by Big Tech – that flatly 

contradict the politicians’ Corona deception. Their 

fear propaganda, like almost all politician fare, is 

little more than a tissue of lies. 

The real intent of the fear pandemic is seen in the 

sacking of millions of workers worldwide, and the 

forcible shutdown of the economy. The goal is the 

driving down of the cost of labour power – 

workers’ wages – for those who have escaped with 

their jobs intact. The retrenchment, furlough or 

stand-down of millions of workers places 

immediate and unrelenting downward pressure 

on wages and conditions on workplaces still 

operating. Capitalism has reached an impasse, and 

it can only survive now by assaulting the very 

labour (the brains and backs of working people) 

which keeps it afloat. To stave off a defensive 

struggle by workers to save their livelihoods, 

political repression which beggars belief is 

enacted. The effective abolition of free speech, 

the right of assembly and freedom of movement is 

just part of the abuse of state power many 

workers believed was a thing of the past. 

Western imperialism, over the last ten years, has 

often come close to launching World War III. The 

US Empire has destroyed Libya, attempted to 

overthrow Syria, and funded and organised 

frequent and ongoing regime change efforts 

against China (Hong Kong, Xinjiang), Russia (NATO 

wargames on their doorstep), Ukraine, Iran, 

Venezuela, the DPRK, Thailand, Myanmar, 

Cambodia, Algeria, Sudan, Lebanon, Belarus – to 

name a few. Thankfully, most of these 

covert/overt wars have been effectively blocked 

by the skillful use of diplomacy and occasional 

military power wielded by Russia, China and other 

non-imperialist allies. Furious, the Anglo/US/EU 

Empire responds with a war against “their own”. 

Hope lies in resistance 

Both military war and the Covid war stem from the 

same source – the blind alley in which the profit 

system finds itself. Both are aimed at working 

people – domestically and internationally. Yet 

workers need not despair, as there are grounds for 

optimism. Every crisis leads to an opportunity. The 

fear pandemic is proof positive that capitalism has 

Red fire  is the publication of the Workers League. 

The Workers League is an organisation which seeks to 

build a vanguard party for working people, which can 

lead the struggle for socialism and a world without war. 

 

We welcome all enquires and feedback, as well as 

applications to join. Contact us by: 

 

Mail: PO Box 66  NUNDAH QLD  4012 

Email: workersleague@redfireonline.com 

Phone: 0421 408 692 

 

mailto:workersleague@redfireonline.com


  

RED FIRE                                                                         NOVEMBER 2020 3 

 

no answers to the multiple crises it creates and has 

no leadership even to offer the billionaire-owned 

capital in whose interest it acts. It has no way out 

of its political and economic dilemma – apart from 

resorting to lockdown fascism and imperialist war. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

However, the “nuclear option” of fascism and war 

is the refuge of last resort for the ruling classes of 

the Anglo/US/EU Empire. International capital 

takes a huge gamble by rolling the dice with 

fascism domestically, and provocations for war 

internationally make it a double or nothing bet. 

The last time the stock exchange and the banks 

threw their weight behind fascism was in the 

1930s. The result was not a stabilisation of political 

conditions for the expansion of capitalism, but 

brittle states which hurtled themselves towards 

war. Despite the aims of the West, the result of 

World War II was in fact the vast expansion of a 

heavily distorted form of socialism – due largely to 

the heroic defeat of Nazism by the Soviet Union, 

despite staggering losses. Notwithstanding the 

reality that political rights for workers were largely 

blocked, capitalism was nonetheless overthrown 

in Eastern Europe, and this provided some 

impetus for repeat doses in parts of Asia and Cuba. 

This paradoxical result demonstrates that the 

imperialist ruling classes do not control history, 

despite their apparent power. 

In fact, working people through collective struggle 

can grasp control of their own destiny. This is due 

to the fact that the entire position of the working 

class drives it towards socialism despite the 

current form of politics that predominates at any 

one time. The anti-lockdown movement obviously 

does not have an explicit left-wing agenda – and 

yet it finds itself at the vanguard of an insurgency 

against corporate rule which must be waged on 

pain of extinction. If workers do not succeed in 

rolling back and defeating Corona tyranny, society 

could be thrown back to conditions akin to 

medieval times. 

All those who oppose lockdowns, mandatory 

facemasks, mandatory vaccines, tracking and 

tracing, house arrest, border shutdowns and the 

elimination of basic civil and democratic rights 

must be united into a movement which, by its very 

existence, offers resistance to lockdown fascism. 

Alternatives to capitalism can then be thrashed 

out amongst its participants. The domination of 

life by privately owned mega-corporations and a 

state which defends them against the 

overwhelming majority of working people 

produces multiple crises, of which a fear pandemic 

is just the latest. Revolutionary socialists should 

thus raise demands which can serve as a much-

needed counter to capital’s dual offensive of mass 

unemployment and political repression at home 

and imperialist war abroad. We stand for: 

1. A six-hour day 

2. Public ownership of the banks, 

infrastructure, big industry. 

3. A workers’ government 

WORKERS  LEAGUE 

www.redfireonline.com 

E: workersleague@redfireonline.com 

PO  Box  66  NUNDAH  QLD  4012 

The publication of red fire involves considerable 

expense, but it is a task which is willingly undertaken 

to advance the struggle for socialism. 

The Workers League welcomes any donations that all 

supporters of the workers’ cause are able to 

contribute. Any donation, no matter how small, is 

greatly appreciated.  

 

Pay into:  

 

Commonwealth Bank 

BSB: 064 105 

A/C: 1044 8421 
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LEBANON: COLOUR 

REVOLUTION PHASE 3 

 

Above: A photo of the massive explosion in the port of Beirut on August 4. Image from www.armenianweekly.com 

(Article sourced from www.redfireonline.com) 

14-08-2020: On August 4, a massive explosion 

ripped apart Beirut, killing at least 100 people and 

injuring thousands. The blast was so powerful it 

was heard by Lebanese people 80 kilometres away 

in the southern city of Nabatieh, and by those on 

the Syrian border.1 The port where it took place 

was all but destroyed. Several different stories 

began circulating at to exactly what happened. 

Some say it was an accident which ignited 2700 

tonnes of ammonium nitrate which was being 

 
1 https://www.syrianews.cc/massive-explosion-destroys-
beirut-harbor-hundreds-of-casualties (12-08-2020) 
2 https://www.globalresearch.ca/horror-beirut/5720787 
(12-08-2020) 

stored at the port after being unloaded from a 

container ship which ran into problems in 2013.2 

Others say a cui bono (“who benefits”) analysis will 

quickly point to the Zionist state of Israel. It cannot 

be denied that Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu pointed out targets in Beirut in a 

speech to the United Nations (UN) General 

Assembly in September 2018.3 Richard Silverstein 

claimed that a confidential source inside Israel 

confirmed that it had indeed bombed Beirut, 

targeting a Hezbollah weapons depot at the port, 

3 https://www.voltairenet.org/article210679.html (12-08-
2020) 

http://www.armenianweekly.com/
https://www.syrianews.cc/massive-explosion-destroys-beirut-harbor-hundreds-of-casualties
https://www.syrianews.cc/massive-explosion-destroys-beirut-harbor-hundreds-of-casualties
https://www.globalresearch.ca/horror-beirut/5720787
https://www.voltairenet.org/article210679.html
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and did not know or care that it was stationed next 

to small mountains of ammonium nitrate.4 

Rioters capitalise on bloodshed 

The Israeli government has denied it was involved, 

but the ferocious antagonism of the Zionist state 

towards the Shia politico-military Hezbollah is well 

known. Hezbollah has militarily prevented the 

Israeli state from invading Lebanon twice, and this 

is the basis for its enormous popularity within the 

country. However, there are also those within 

Lebanon who are not phased about aligning with 

US imperialism against Hezbollah, even if it means 

destroying the country still further. These 

elements need little encouragement to engage in 

riotous chaos, especially if they are aware that the 

US deep state will covertly back them. Of course, 

this takes place under the rubric of a battle against 

“corruption” and for “democracy”. As if on cue, 

these elements used the excuse of the bloodshed 

of the explosion at the port to storm government 

buildings in an attempted takeover.5 Security 

forces ensured it did not last. 

 

Whoever was responsible for the August 4 

explosion, it appears to be the third phase of a 

politically reactionary “colour revolution” not 

against the Lebanese government per se, but 

against the political and military power of 

Hezbollah. The first two attempts took place in 

November 2019,6 and in April this year,7 the so-

called “Revolution in the Time of Corona”. These 

violent riots are light years away from anything 

progressive, let alone contain traits of workers’ 

struggle. The demands “they all must go” are a 

dead giveaway. All colour revolutions have an 

entirely negative message – just collapse the 

government with nothing better to replace it. The 

 
4 https://israelpalestinenews.org/breaking-israel-bombed-
beirut-silverstein (12-08-2020) 
5 https://www.sbs.com.au/news/lebanese-protesters-
storm-ministry-buildings-as-anger-over-beirut-blast-grows 
(12-08-2020) 
6 https://redfireonline.com/2019/11/10/colour-revolution-
stalks-lebanon/ (12-08-2020) 

beneficiaries in this scenario is the US Empire and 

the Israeli state in the process of attempting to 

recover what it lost in Syria. Hezbollah joined with 

Syria, Russia and Iran to defeat US backed 

mercenaries in Syria in what was perhaps the 

dirtiest proxy war in history. It is estimated that 

the CIA directed the funding of up to $1 billion US 

taxpayer dollars to alleged “moderate rebels”8, 

who slaughtered around 500 000 innocent Syrians, 

many in the most gruesome manner imaginable. 

Of course, the “moderate rebels” turned out to be 

ISIS and Al Qaeda death squads. This diabolical 

campaign was arguably the first military defeat for 

US imperialism since the liberation of Vietnam in 

1975. Needless to say, Wall Street seeks to reverse 

this defeat by any means necessary, up to and 

including the stoking of a right-wing fake uprising 

in Lebanon against Hezbollah. Why there? 

Because they have been largely chased out of 

Syria, Russia is untouchable in a military sense, and 

they cannot invade a fully prepared Iran. 

Corona tyranny a cover for imperialist strategy 

As we have warned previously, the fake 

Coronavirus “pandemic” is being used as a fig leaf 

to cover for an unprecedented attack on the 

workers of the world, including lockdown fascism 

and imperialist war.9  The “Beirutshima” attack on 

August 4 is but one step further towards the abyss 

of a world conflagration, with Red China being a 

prime target of Washington and their allies in Tel 

Aviv, Canberra, London, Berlin and Paris. The 

Beirut port is a competitor for trade volumes to 

the Israeli port of Haifa and is a lifeline for 

Lebanon’s daily sustenance. Destroying the port, 

with all the difficulties it will add to an already 

struggling Lebanese economy, facilitates the chaos 

of the pro-US rioters in Lebanon in a transparent 

7 https://redfireonline.com/2020/05/09/lebanon-colour-
revolution-redux/ (12-08-2020) 
8 https://www.counterpunch.org/2017/08/10/the-end-of-
the-cias-dirty-war-in-syria/ (12-08-2020) 
9 https://redfireonline.com/2020/05/03/covid-19-the-
looming-shadow-of-war/ (14-08-2020) 

https://israelpalestinenews.org/breaking-israel-bombed-beirut-silverstein
https://israelpalestinenews.org/breaking-israel-bombed-beirut-silverstein
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/lebanese-protesters-storm-ministry-buildings-as-anger-over-beirut-blast-grows
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/lebanese-protesters-storm-ministry-buildings-as-anger-over-beirut-blast-grows
https://redfireonline.com/2019/11/10/colour-revolution-stalks-lebanon/
https://redfireonline.com/2019/11/10/colour-revolution-stalks-lebanon/
https://redfireonline.com/2020/05/09/lebanon-colour-revolution-redux/
https://redfireonline.com/2020/05/09/lebanon-colour-revolution-redux/
https://www.counterpunch.org/2017/08/10/the-end-of-the-cias-dirty-war-in-syria/
https://www.counterpunch.org/2017/08/10/the-end-of-the-cias-dirty-war-in-syria/
https://redfireonline.com/2020/05/03/covid-19-the-looming-shadow-of-war/
https://redfireonline.com/2020/05/03/covid-19-the-looming-shadow-of-war/
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attempt to oust Hezbollah from its position of 

political and military strength. What is more, the 

blast comes at a convenient time soon after the 

Lebanese government was in talks with Chinese 

based companies for significant investment and 

development of the Beirut port, as part of China’s 

New Silk Road linking Europe and Asia.10 Needless 

to say, US imperialism is desperate to derail all 

land and sea links of the New Silk Road (Belt and 

Road Initiative) as part of its “cold” war on China. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The former colonial power of Lebanon, via French 

President Macron, gave yet another indicator of 

their aims. Macron hypocritically warned Iranian 

President Hassan Rouhani to stay out of Lebanon 

while it was rebuilding, to “put in place a 

government that can manage the emergency”.11 

Saudi Arabian political commentator Hamdan Al-

Sheri was even more explicit in spelling out 

imperialist aims. He claimed that Iran was 

controlling Lebanon via its backing for the 

Hezbollah “terrorist militia”. His solution was the 

 
10 https://www.unz.com/article/the-us-israel-and-
beirutshima/ (14-08-2020) 

disarming of Hezbollah and the handing over of its 

weapons to the Lebanese army, and the 

elimination of the Hezbollah “state within a 

state”.12  This is the real aim of imperialism, using 

the reactionary Lebanese flag-waving “protestors” 

laying siege to its parliament as its pawns. 

Given Hezbollah’s role in defending Lebanon 

against the Zionist Israeli state, and helping to 

defeat US imperialism and its ISIS/Al Qaeda 

proxies in Syria, workers internationally should call 

for its military defence alongside that of Iran, Syria 

and the Axis of Resistance, including the Houthi 

rebels in Yemen. Workers need to defend the right 

of state-owned and non-state-owned entities 

based in the People’s Republic of China (PRC) to 

engage in trade, investment and infrastructure 

construction with all countries in the Middle East 

and internationally. This remains the case despite 

the participation of the governments of China, 

Iran, Syria and Russia in the Covid-19 deception 

which is being used against them. For liberation 

from Corona lockdowns and their attendant wars, 

the key task remains the forging of Marxist 

vanguard parties based on genuine Leninism, as 

part of a workers’ international. 

 

11 https://www.arabnews.com/node/1718516/middle-east 
(14-08-2020) 
12 Ibid, 11. 

Above: Hezbollah supporters march with flags during 

Ramadan. Hezbollah has huge support within Lebanon 

due to its role in defeating the Israeli state twice, and 

constantly guarding against further incursions. Its 

political wing has a large bloc of seats in the Lebanese 

parliament, but does not wish to form a government. It 

forms part of a Shia resistance bloc against imperialism 

and the Israeli state. Image from clarionproject.org 

https://www.unz.com/article/the-us-israel-and-beirutshima/
https://www.unz.com/article/the-us-israel-and-beirutshima/
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1718516/middle-east
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THE LABOUR LIEUTENANTS 

OF LOCKDOWN TERROR 

 

Above: Anti-lockdown protestors rail against draconian “Covid-19” restrictions. Image from dailymail.co.uk 

(Article sourced from www.redfireonline.com) 

25-08-2020: Throughout history, fascism has only 

been able to come to power in the absence of the 

firm pro-working class leadership of labour 

Unions, which is bound up with the question of the 

state of the organised left parties who claim to 

stand for socialism. Benito Mussolini and the 

Italian fascists were able to assume power in 1922 

on the back of the inability of the Italian socialist 

and Communist parties to offer the workers a 

viable alternative in the aftermath of the First 

World War. Adolf Hitler and the German Nazis in 

1933 were installed in power without even a 

scuffle in the streets after the by then thoroughly 

conservative Comintern virtually ordered the 

Communist Party of Germany (KPD) to do nothing 

other than run in elections against the fascists. In 

Spain in the 1930s, the left was unable to form a 

viable workers’ party which could have led 

insurgents to form their own state out of the Civil 

War, which led to the victory of Franco’s fascists 

who remained in power for decades. 

Covid-19 bait and switch 

Lockdown fascism in 2020 unfortunately forms no 

exception to the rule. The given rationale for 

lockdowns – that they are necessary to “stop the 

spread” of Covid-19 – is farcically absurd. Ditto for 

the millions of job cuts for workers, the forcible 
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economic shutdown of businesses and vital parts 

of the economy, the suspension of parliament, the 

abolition of elementary civil and democratic 

rights, and the use of the armed forces to add to 

an even more draconian police state. To say these 

measures constitutes a “cure” which is worse than 

the disease barely begins to describe the crimes 

committed by the politicians of the West.  Even 

some United Nations (UN) agencies, who are 

politically liberal at best, warned that there could 

be 300 000 people dying per day in the 

underdeveloped countries due to the Corona 

shutdown of food production and supply lines.13 

Even if food production and distribution within the 

advanced countries had not been interrupted, the 

commercial airline industry has more or less 

closed down, nobbling the delivery of personnel 

and food aid. 

This is not to mention the skyrocketing anxiety, 

depression and resulting suicides related to Covid-

19 lockdowns. One study from Sydney University 

earlier this year estimated that suicides triggered 

by tyrannical lockdowns in Australia would exceed 

the number of deaths (allegedly) “from” Covid-19 

by a factor of 10.14 This should not be any wonder, 

given the indescribable repression the people of 

Melbourne are currently experiencing under 

“Stage 4” lockdowns. It can be reasonably argued 

that the extreme despotism imposed in 

Melbourne, ludicrously justified as part of a “fight” 

against a virus, exceeds the conditions 

experienced by German workers under the Nazis 

in the 1930s. The government has ordered the 

shutdown of some industries, throwing hundreds 

of thousands out of work. There is a curfew from 

8pm to 5am every night, people are only allowed 

to exercise for one hour per day, they cannot 

travel more than 5 kilometres from their home, 

and only one person from each household is 

allowed out to obtain food. Police can enter any 

 
13 https://unglobalcompact.org/take-action/20th-
anniversary-campaign/covid-related%20hunger-could-kill-
more-people-than-the-virus (22-08-2020) 

home without a warrant or permission, the 

Australian Army is used to ensure people are 

“isolating”. Protesting is illegal, weddings and 

funerals and basically any public gathering is 

illegal.15 People who live alone arguably face 

isolation that amounts to torture, and children and 

students cannot attend school or University, and 

are reduced to being transfixed to a computer 

screen at home. 

It is difficult to deny the claim that this mind-

bending oppression constitutes a form of fascism. 

Granted, it differs from the fascism of Nazi 

Germany, Mussolini’s Italy and Franco’s Spain – 

but the essential elements remain. The main 

difference is that there has been no fascist or 

ultra-nationalist party which has taken power 

from the mainstream capitalist parties of Labor 

and Liberal. Lockdown fascism is imposed through 

the major parties, and through all the existing 

institutions of the capitalist state – including the 

“health” system. Indeed, the “health” moniker is 

used endlessly as a classic bait and switch. While 

the enormous power of the corporate media in 

league with the government points all accusing 

fingers towards a supposedly deadly virus, the 

political and economic attack on the working class 

sails through virtually unimpeded. The job cuts, 

the unemployment and the resulting downward 

pressure on wages and working conditions are the 

key to understanding the real motivation of the 

“pandemic”. Capitalism in crisis can only turn 

against the working class in order to save itself, 

and Covid-19 has given them the excuse to exert 

unyielding downward pressure on the cost of 

labour power, i.e., wages workers need to survive. 

Lockdown left merges with the state 

The ruling class resorts to fascism when the thin 

façade of liberal democracy is insufficient to 

14 https://www.rt.com/news/488070-australia-us-
coronavirus-suicide-spike/ (22-08-2020) 
15 https://kyil-extra.com/melbourne-police-state/ (22-08-
2020) 

https://unglobalcompact.org/take-action/20th-anniversary-campaign/covid-related%20hunger-could-kill-more-people-than-the-virus
https://unglobalcompact.org/take-action/20th-anniversary-campaign/covid-related%20hunger-could-kill-more-people-than-the-virus
https://unglobalcompact.org/take-action/20th-anniversary-campaign/covid-related%20hunger-could-kill-more-people-than-the-virus
https://www.rt.com/news/488070-australia-us-coronavirus-suicide-spike/
https://www.rt.com/news/488070-australia-us-coronavirus-suicide-spike/
https://kyil-extra.com/melbourne-police-state/
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deliver the political repression required for the 

rapid erosion of working-class wages and 

conditions. Under any other scenario, the sacking 

of up to a million workers would provoke a 

fightback from labour Unions and left parties. Yet 

from the very start of the Corona crisis, not only 

have the Union officials and the so-called left 

parties allowed mass sackings and the virtual 

elimination of almost all bourgeois democratic 

rights, they have effectively merged with the 

capitalist state against their own members and 

workers generally – even as this state descends 

into its own form of fascism. The scale of this class 

treachery is difficult to quantify.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What has become the “lockdown left” comprises 

three parts. The first is the ultra-conservative 

Union bureaucracy, the second is the liberal 

intelligentsia (a topic best broached elsewhere), 

and the third is the nominal left parties which 

 
16 https://www.actu.org.au/actu-media/media-
releases/2020/actu-bca-joint-letter-pandemic-leave (23-08-
2020) 

make some claim to be “socialist”. Amongst these, 

the Union officialdom sets the tone for the other 

two quisling elements to bring up the rear. 

Betrayal of Union members by the top echelons of 

the Australian Council of Trade Unions (ACTU) is 

apparent from day to day, but becomes 

particularly acute when working class leadership is 

desperately required. Not only has the ACTU 

abandoned Union members from the get-go of 

Corona, it crossed the Rubicon to join directly with 

the “captains of industry” over and against the 

direct interests of working people. On August 3, 

the ACTU co-signed an open letter with the 

Business Council of Australia (BCA) imploring the 

Federal Government to implement a Paid 

Pandemic Leave Scheme.16 With cap in hand, the 

ACTU pleaded for this scheme to be paid for by the 

Federal and State governments. No wonder the 

BCA, the largest and most influential employer 

“Union” in the country, eagerly endorsed this – 

employers would not pay a cent!!  

This open and undisguised collaboration with the 

capitalist class by the ACTU has two functions. 

Firstly, it saturates the working class with the 

arrant and relentless “pandemic” lies used as a 

cover for the unremitting class war being waged 

against them. Secondly, it yet again drums in the 

bourgeois lie that employers and employees are 

“all in this together”, and that “we” need to band 

together to “get through this crisis”. It should not 

need to be explained how this prevents the 

working class from even defending itself against 

the rain of blows it suffers under the brand name 

of Covid-19. It builds on mass disorientation and 

demoralisation of workers who are desperately 

seeking the means to fight back. 

“Socialist” treason 

One can understand workers who have little 

experience or involvement in active politics trying 

Above: Business Council of Australia (BCA) head 

Jennifer Westacott (at left) and Australian Council of 

Trade Unions (ACTU) Secretary Sally McManus (at 

right). In a supreme class betrayal, the ACTU joined with 

the BCA to petition the government for paid pandemic 

leave – paid by the government! The ACTU 

simultaneously embellished Covid lies while blocking 

with the largest employer association  in the country. 

Union members desperately need pro-working class 

leadership. Image from www.mybusiness.com.au  

https://www.actu.org.au/actu-media/media-releases/2020/actu-bca-joint-letter-pandemic-leave
https://www.actu.org.au/actu-media/media-releases/2020/actu-bca-joint-letter-pandemic-leave
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to find a way to explain the duality of a felt need 

to assist society with a claimed health issue 

alongside the urge to defend their class against a 

political and economic broadside. Yet we can 

scarcely offer any leniency in exposing those who 

have political experience, and can ironically quote 

Marx as if by rote, playing the role of police 

auxiliaries enforcing the Corona dictates of PM 

Scott Morrison and the arch reactionary Minister 

for Home Affairs Peter Dutton. We speak of the 

nominally “socialist” parties who have not the 

ghost of an idea that the corporate media and 

politicians are, surprise surprise, not telling the 

truth about how society should deal with a 

supposedly dangerous pathogen. 

Socialist Action casually mention that domestic 

violence against women has increased by 75% 

“due to Covid-19” – yet they offer not one word of 

criticism of the lockdowns which are almost 

entirely responsible.17 Socialist Alliance offer full-

throated backing for lockdowns, but make a side-

plea for nice ones, which include community 

organisations. This is not satire.18 Socialist 

Alternative accept the “pandemic” narrative 

wholesale, and offer only a few grumbles about 

how “neoliberalism” has undermined funding for 

health and aged care services.19 Continuing on the 

line of militantly demanding reforms, Solidarity 

take a stand not against scientifically groundless 

quarantines, but for quarantines to be run by 

government health workers, employed on secure 

conditions!20 

 
17 https://thesocialist.org.au/women-and-covid-19-
inequalities-worsen/ (23-08-2020) 
18 https://socialist-alliance.org/news/humanitarian-
response-covid19-restrictions (23-08-2020) 
19 https://redflag.org.au/node/7303 (23-08-2020) 
20 https://www.solidarity.net.au/highlights/andrews-
failures-produced-melbourne-outbreak-not-slips-up-on-
distancing/ (23-08-2020) 
21 https://www.cpa.org.au/guardian/2020/1927/05-
victoria.html (23-08-2020) 
22 https://www.auscp.org.au/militant-
monthly/2020/6/25/covid-and-the-new-accord (23-08-
2020) 

The “Stalinist” parties demonstrate a graphic 

example of just how pro-government “Marxism-

Leninism” really is in practice. The Communist 

Party of Australia (CPA) makes mention of the 

fines of up to $20 000 for those in Victoria who 

refuse to “self-isolate” – but do not dare to even 

raise their hand in opposition.21 The Australian 

Communist Party (ACP) does recognise the 

betrayal of the ACTU in working hand-in-glove 

with the Australian (Liberal) government on 

Corona crisis responses. At the same time, it does 

not realise it is also working with the government 

by swallowing the “pandemic” narrative.22 The 

Communist Party of Australia Marxist-Leninist 

(CPA-ML) claim that workers have been “hit hard 

by Covid-19”.23 It does not register with the CPA-

ML that the ruling class is hitting the working class 

hard while using the excuse of Covid-19. The 

Communist Workers Party of Australia (CWPA) 

make no mention of the Corona crisis in the 

entirety of the first issue of their publication,24 

despite it being released just before the peak of 

the manic “second wave” lockdowns. The CWPA 

appear to assume that politics can continue as 

normal if we all just follow the Prime Minister and 

the corporate media on the coronavirus. What a 

sterling example of working-class leadership!  

The “Trotskyist” parties, if anything, imbibe more 

“pandemic” Kool-Aid than others. The Socialist 

Equality Party (SEP), is known for campaigning 

hard for even harsher and longer lockdowns than 

even the conservative governments are prepared 

to enact.25 The Australian section of the Spartacist 

23 
http://www.cpaml.org/post4.php?id=1595806055&catitem
1=Class%20Struggle%20and%20Socialism,%20Community%
20and%20Environment&catid1=13 (23-08-2020) 
24 
http://communistworkerspartyofaustralia.org.au/resources
/The%20Agitator%20issue%20number%201.pdf (23-08-
2020) 
25 https://www.wsws.org/en/articles/2020/08/15/covi-
a15.html (24-08-2020) 

https://thesocialist.org.au/women-and-covid-19-inequalities-worsen/
https://thesocialist.org.au/women-and-covid-19-inequalities-worsen/
https://socialist-alliance.org/news/humanitarian-response-covid19-restrictions
https://socialist-alliance.org/news/humanitarian-response-covid19-restrictions
https://redflag.org.au/node/7303
https://www.solidarity.net.au/highlights/andrews-failures-produced-melbourne-outbreak-not-slips-up-on-distancing/
https://www.solidarity.net.au/highlights/andrews-failures-produced-melbourne-outbreak-not-slips-up-on-distancing/
https://www.solidarity.net.au/highlights/andrews-failures-produced-melbourne-outbreak-not-slips-up-on-distancing/
https://www.cpa.org.au/guardian/2020/1927/05-victoria.html
https://www.cpa.org.au/guardian/2020/1927/05-victoria.html
https://www.auscp.org.au/militant-monthly/2020/6/25/covid-and-the-new-accord
https://www.auscp.org.au/militant-monthly/2020/6/25/covid-and-the-new-accord
http://www.cpaml.org/post4.php?id=1595806055&catitem1=Class%20Struggle%20and%20Socialism,%20Community%20and%20Environment&catid1=13
http://www.cpaml.org/post4.php?id=1595806055&catitem1=Class%20Struggle%20and%20Socialism,%20Community%20and%20Environment&catid1=13
http://www.cpaml.org/post4.php?id=1595806055&catitem1=Class%20Struggle%20and%20Socialism,%20Community%20and%20Environment&catid1=13
http://communistworkerspartyofaustralia.org.au/resources/The%20Agitator%20issue%20number%201.pdf
http://communistworkerspartyofaustralia.org.au/resources/The%20Agitator%20issue%20number%201.pdf
https://www.wsws.org/en/articles/2020/08/15/covi-a15.html
https://www.wsws.org/en/articles/2020/08/15/covi-a15.html


  

RED FIRE                                                                         NOVEMBER 2020 11 

 

League (SL) has not published anything on the 

Corona crisis to our knowledge. However, its US 

section condemns anti-lockdown protests as being 

full of supporters of President Trump.26 They do 

not appear phased that, in practice, this places 

them politically to the right of Trump supporters – 

something that can be said for the entire lockdown 

left. The Trotskyist Platform take the cake as far as 

true believers of the politicians when it comes to 

Covid-19. So deeply do they believe the 

“pandemic” lies, they literally call for invasive 

mandatory temperature testing for workplaces of 

more than two people (!?), for nice food for those 

in lockdown, and for public housing residents to be 

locked down by health workers rather than 

cops!!27 The Bolshevik-Leninist project, a new 

Trotskyist organisation, has shown some promise 

in their initial forays. Yet they too fall for the litany 

of lies justifying barbaric and logic-defying 

lockdowns.28 

Covid-19 is a class attack 

By any measure, the circulation of a pathogen 

which is almost entirely harmless to all but a very 

small minority is being used by the ruling-class to 

launch an unprecedented attack on the working-

class from whom it draws its private fortunes.29 It 

is a clear class attack, from which workers need to 

defend themselves, using all means up to and 

including a generalised uprising. Standing in the 

way of this dire necessity are the overpaid and 

ultra-conservative Union officials, who are 

propped up by what should be a totally discredited 

“left”. Workers need to burn into their collective 

memories the fact that, at the first serious test, the 

Union officials and the lockdown left abandoned 

them to become the labour lieutenants of big 

capital. And this is big capital which is resorting to 

lockdown fascism in a desperate attempt to save 

 
26 https://www.icl-fi.org/english/wv/1174/covid.html (24-
08-2020) 
27 https://www.trotskyistplatform.com/covid-19-is-causing-
far-more-suffering-in-australia-than-it-should/ (24-08-2020) 

the stock markets and the private ownership of 

the means of production. 

Despite the appearance of lockdown terror being 

begrudgingly accepted by working people, this is 

in fact an illusion. This appearance would melt into 

the air if it were not for the epic betrayal of 

workers by Union officials and their lockdown left 

sidekicks. The bourgeoisie takes a huge gamble 

with the maintenance of its own rule when it turns 

to fascism. The imposition of lockdown fascism 

demonstrates the political and ideological 

exhaustion of capitalist “democracy”, and the 

urgency of its replacement with the foundations of 

socialist rule, where working people 

democratically control the levers of state power. 

Key to this task is the total rejection of the 

lockdown “left” and the forging of a workers’ party 

based on genuine Leninism. For workers and the 

oppressed, Corona tyranny is not a reason to 

despair, but is instead a clarion call to rise up and 

create a planned and collectivised economy where 

the wealth of society becomes the wealth of all.   

 

 

28 http://bolshevik-leninist.org/coronavirus-pandemic-
exposes-the-naked-horror-of-capitalism/ (24-08-2020) 
29 https://redfireonline.com/2020/04/18/covid-19-savage-
assault-under-the-guise-of-health/ (24-08-2020) 

https://www.icl-fi.org/english/wv/1174/covid.html
https://www.trotskyistplatform.com/covid-19-is-causing-far-more-suffering-in-australia-than-it-should/
https://www.trotskyistplatform.com/covid-19-is-causing-far-more-suffering-in-australia-than-it-should/
http://bolshevik-leninist.org/coronavirus-pandemic-exposes-the-naked-horror-of-capitalism/
http://bolshevik-leninist.org/coronavirus-pandemic-exposes-the-naked-horror-of-capitalism/
https://redfireonline.com/2020/04/18/covid-19-savage-assault-under-the-guise-of-health/
https://redfireonline.com/2020/04/18/covid-19-savage-assault-under-the-guise-of-health/
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THAILAND: THE US EMPIRE’S 

“DEMOCRACY” MOVEMENT 

 

Above: Thais denouce the US backed “democracy” protests being organised with the approval US Ambassador to Thailand Michael 

De Sombre, who was previously immersed in the anti-China riots in Hong Kong. Image from www.altthainews.blogspot.com 

(Article sourced from www.redfireonline.com) 

11-10-2020: If we were to believe much of the 

Western press, during September a mass 

movement for democracy swept through 

Thailand, shaking the rule of Prayuth Chan-o-Cha 

and the Palang Pracharath Party. Yet even the 

most cursory investigation into the background 

and the motives of the Thai “student” movement 

reveals yet another US government backed 

attempt at regime change, under the entirely false 

guise of “human rights”. Like many imperialist 

orchestrated colour revolutions, the current fake 

Thai “democracy” movement has negligible 

support from Thailand’s 69 million odd citizens. As 

with other US government organised and funded 

“oppositions” in South East Asian countries – this 

Thai “opposition” is aimed squarely at the People’s 

Republic of China (PRC), and efforts to prevent 

trade, investment and security ties with the 

world’s largest deformed workers’ state.  

NED funded “opposition” 

It is not a cliché to say that the Thai “democracy” 

movement is US backed. It is not as if it is hidden. 

One needs only to visit the website of the National 

Endowment for Democracy (NED) – the public 

relations arm of the notorious CIA. There you will 

find almost all the organisations in Thailand 

http://www.altthainews.blogspot.com/
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leading the “democracy” protests listed30, and an 

amount of money – or the amount that is admitted 

to. Front organisations such as the Internet Law 

Reform Dialogue, Human Rights Lawyers 

Association,  and the Isaan Record are openly 

paraded as being funded by the NED – which is 

funded in turn through the US Congress. The Thai 

“democracy” movement is in fact a handful of pro-

US and US funded charlatans with ultra-

reactionary politics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How reactionary? How about publicly backing the 

NATO backed colour-revolution in Belarus31, 

complete with protestors waving the flag of those 

who collaborated with the Nazis in World War II? 

Thai student protest leader Netiwit 

Chotiphatphaisal proudly posted on a picture of 

himself on social media with a sign saying “Thai 

 
30 https://www.ned.org/region/asia/thailand-2019/ (11-10-
2019) 
31 https://redfireonline.com/2020/08/20/belarus-covid-19-
colour-revolution/ (11-10-2019) 

people stand with Belarus”, displaying the Thai 

national flag and the white-red-white of the 

Byelorussian Central Council.32 The Byelorussian 

Central Council flag represented those Belarusians 

who worked with the Nazis during 1943-44, before 

they were forced from any levers of power. This 

was at the time when the Soviet Union waged a 

war which essentially saved the world from 

fascism, despite suffering staggering losses.  

In August, “student” protest leader Anon Nampa 

was arrested by the Thai government to face 

charges of sedition. Much of the Western 

corporate media decried this on the grounds of 

the alleged abuse of “human rights”. Yet they did 

not mention that the 34 year old Anon Nampa is 

not a student, and works for Thai Lawyers for 

Human Rights – which is wholly funded by the 

NED.33 To put it another way, the alleged 

“student” and “democracy” protests in Thailand 

are in fact organised and funded by the US deep 

state, in a blatant and hypocritical violation of 

even the first elements of respect for national 

borders. This is open “meddling”, of which the US 

government constantly accuses other nations. 

Targeting Red China 

Transparently, one of the real aims of the so-called 

democracy movement in Thailand is to disrupt and 

discontinue the increasing mutually beneficial ties 

with the PRC, Thailand’s direct neighbour. Another 

is to use whatever means possible to derail the 

PRC’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI or New Silk 

Road), a massive trade, investment and 

infrastructure super-highway linking Asia, Africa 

and Europe. For fifty years, Japan was the largest 

foreign investor in Thailand, but this year the PRC 

surpassed them, thanks to a 224 billion baht (Thai 

currency) project to link three Thai airports with 

high-speed rail. A prominent member of the 

32 https://altthainews.blogspot.com/2020/09/thai-
opposition-figure-supports-us.html (11-10-2019) 
33 https://www.globalresearch.ca/exposing-us-color-
revolution-thailand-aimed-china/5720574 (11-10-2019) 

Above: Graphic showing the direct links of Thai 

“democracy protest” leader Anon Nampa and the 

National Endowment for Democracy (NED), the public 

relations arm of the CIA. Despite US government 

representatives denying that they are funding the anti-

China “democracy” movement in Thailand, its links are 

not difficult to discover. Image from 

www.landdestroyer.blogspot.com 

https://www.ned.org/region/asia/thailand-2019/
https://redfireonline.com/2020/08/20/belarus-covid-19-colour-revolution/
https://redfireonline.com/2020/08/20/belarus-covid-19-colour-revolution/
https://altthainews.blogspot.com/2020/09/thai-opposition-figure-supports-us.html
https://altthainews.blogspot.com/2020/09/thai-opposition-figure-supports-us.html
https://www.globalresearch.ca/exposing-us-color-revolution-thailand-aimed-china/5720574
https://www.globalresearch.ca/exposing-us-color-revolution-thailand-aimed-china/5720574
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consortium which signed the contract with the 

Thai government is the PRC state-owned China 

Railway Construction Corporation.34 This project 

will obviously spur more economic development 

throughout Thailand, and not just in tourism. Only 

the PRC, with its still expanding socialist economy, 

is in a position to offer assistance with economic 

development. The US and Europe, with their 

flailing for-profit economies, are not even in the 

ball game. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition, the Thai government recently 

approved nearly 400 million $US for a high-speed 

rail project linking the northeastern Nakhon 

Ratchasima province with the capital Bangkok, to 

be built largely by Chinese state-owned firms. The 

 
34 https://www.scmp.com/week-
asia/economics/article/3047489/china-becomes-thailands-
top-source-foreign-investment-first (11-10-2019) 

Thai government is also polling its residents on the 

proposal to extend this high-speed rail line to 

Nong-Khai on the Thai-Laos border.35 There is also 

the option to link this line with the BRI project 

linking Kunming in South-Western China, Laos, 

Thailand, Malaysia and Singapore. If constructed, 

the PRC and its neighbours will be permanently 

connected, which will promote economic, 

developmental, trade and even cultural ties. One 

can see that for every minute such a project is 

under construction or in operation, it becomes 

more and more difficult for the US Empire to run 

its anti-China political subversion amongst the 

PRC’s South East Asian neighbours. 

Working people need to defend Thailand and even 

its government and monarchy from US 

government funded fake “democracy” 

movements, which is little more than a translucent 

attempt at regime change. The US Empire aims to 

encircle Red China with pro-US satellite states, in 

a similar way in which it is encircling Russia with 

pro-NATO states. Workers internationally cannot 

allow this to occur, not least due to the fact that 

the PRC’s gargantuan and largely collectively 

owned economy to some extent props up the 

stumbling economies of the West, particularly that 

of Australia. The PRC has the right to develop 

trade, investment and even cultural and sporting 

ties with all nations, especially its neighbours – 

without interference from the imperialist powers 

ultimately under the sway of Washington. At the 

same time, the political leadership of the PRC 

should be trying to reach the workers of Thailand 

and neighbouring states, imploring them to join a 

regional and international struggle for socialism. 

This would require the junking of “national 

socialism” and a resurgence of genuine Marxism. 

The defence of Thailand against imperialist backed 

“democracy” subversion is but the first task.  

35 https://www.rfa.org/english/news/china/thailand-
railway-09292020200617.html (11-10-2019) 

Above: Map showing the Pan-Asia Railway network 

being planned for construction. The Kunming to 

Vientianne to Bangkok section will be high-speed rail, 

but the whole network will link China with Vietnam, 

Laos, Thailand, Myanmar, Malaysia and Singapore. 

This is part of what the US government seeks to 

disrupt via a duplicitous regime change “democracy” 

movement in Thailand – the joint co-operation and 

integration of Red China with its neighbours, which 

will lead to further economic development. Image 

from www.bangkokpost.com 

https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/economics/article/3047489/china-becomes-thailands-top-source-foreign-investment-first
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/economics/article/3047489/china-becomes-thailands-top-source-foreign-investment-first
https://www.scmp.com/week-asia/economics/article/3047489/china-becomes-thailands-top-source-foreign-investment-first
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/china/thailand-railway-09292020200617.html
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/china/thailand-railway-09292020200617.html
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THE MASK OF TYRANNY 

  

Image from www.leesilk.com 

(Article sourced from www.redfireonline.com) 

01-08-2020: Residents of Melbourne and 

neighbouring Mitchell Shire are now being forced 

to wear facemasks when leaving home, ostensibly 

to help “stop the spread” of a coronavirus. These 

directions come with a litany of laughable petty 

rules and guidelines, such as a stipulation that one 

must carry a facemask while exercising.36 This 

should be material for cutting satire and comedy, 

but unfortunately it is all too real. “Dictator Dan” 

Andrews, the Premier of Victoria, speaks down to 

those who elected him with nightly sermons chock 

full of arrogant and demeaning verbiage about 

“saving lives”. He, along with bought and paid for 

medical bureaucrats, offer not one shred of 

scientific or medical justification for the 

threatened use of state violence against those 

 
36 https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/face-coverings-covid-19 
(28-07-2020) 

who do not wear facemasks. The tyranny of 

mandatory facemask orders, like the entire Covid-

19 psy-op, is not in the least about a virus or 

healthcare. It is about preparations for fascism and 

imperialist war. 

Facemasks of dubious value 

“Stop the spread” is capitalist propaganda which 

turns reality on its head. A respiratory virus must 

be allowed to spread in order to reach herd 

immunity as quickly as possible, so that the virus 

exhausts itself in the fastest possible time. There is 

a case for the temporary isolation of the elderly 

and immune compromised during this process but 

forced lockdowns and social-distancing for the 

healthy actively prevent the development of herd 

immunity – and therefore endanger those who are 

vulnerable. However, even if the goal is – 

http://www.leesilk.com/
https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/face-coverings-covid-19
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mistakenly – to prevent viral infection of the 

healthy, a facemask or a piece of cloth will simply 

not do it. A virus such as Covid-19 is transmitted 

through airborne particles. A facemask cannot cut 

off air to the nose and mouth completely, 

otherwise it would choke the user to death. Air can 

get around the sides and the top of the facemask 

to allow breathing. Therefore, a facemask cannot 

prevent the airborne Covid-19 particles from going 

in or out of the wearer. Those who have been 

terrorised by politicians into wearing facemasks 

are not protecting themselves or others from the 

transmission of Covid-19.37 

Even the thoroughly compromised World Health 

Organisation (WHO) and the Centres for Disease 

Control and Prevention (CDC) in the US, released a 

study less than two months ago which again 

proves that there is no evidence that wearing 

facemasks in public prevents the spread of flu-like 

viruses.38 This is after the WHO has gone up and 

down like a yo-yo over the last six months, from 

not recommending facemasks for Covid-19, to 

advising their use, and back again. People are of 

course welcome to do their own research and 

come to their own conclusions. Those who wish to 

wear facemasks can do so, but the forcing of 

facemasks on healthy people by the state cannot 

be tolerated by working people. Mandatory 

facemask orders, like mandatory lockdowns and 

mandatory social distancing, is little more than 

psychological terrorism39 aimed at eliminating 

that which makes us human. Common humanity 

must be eliminated by the politicians and the 

corporate media, to prevent resistance to the 

obliteration of civil and democratic rights under 

the rubric of “Covid-19”. 

Fake pandemic 

 
37 https://www.sott.net/article/438352-Dr-Mercola-
Interviews-Denis-Rancourt-There-is-no-Scientific-Evidence-
That-Facemasks-Inhibit-Viral-Spread (28-07-2020) 
38 https://www.spreaker.com/user/bitcoinpodcasts/new-
cdc-and-who-study-proves-no-

 

www.canadafreepress.com 

There is no “pandemic”. There is only a pandemic 

of fear, lies, bullying and intimidation. The origins 

of SARS-CoV-2, later renamed Covid-19 by the 

WHO, remain unclear. What is clear is that the 

ruling classes of the Anglo/US Empire have used 

Covid-19 as a convenient excuse to unleash a 

monstrous assault on workers the world over, so 

that they can save their precious capitalism. Given 

the precipitous decline of the for-profit economies 

since 2008, big capital can only preserve the 

political conditions for its survival by inflicting 

mass pain and misery on the working class. The 

ideological cover for this broadside is “saving 

lives”, which is perhaps the most gargantuan of all 

the Covid-19 lies. Lockdowns kill and kill 

remorselessly, through mass unemployment, the 

delay of vital medical care, forced economic 

collapse felt first by workers, skyrocketing 

suicides, increased domestic violence, anxiety, 

depression and much more. Mandatory facemasks 

are just one part of the plethora of absurd and 

frivolous rules people must follow on pain of 

prosecution by the state. 

State and national border shutdowns, to say 

nothing of actual lockdowns, are not backed by 

evidence?utm_medium=widget&utm_source=user%3A112
10105&utm_term=episode_title (28-07-2020) 
39 https://off-guardian.org/2020/07/27/the-ultimate-
divide-and-conquer/ (28-07-2020) 

https://www.sott.net/article/438352-Dr-Mercola-Interviews-Denis-Rancourt-There-is-no-Scientific-Evidence-That-Facemasks-Inhibit-Viral-Spread
https://www.sott.net/article/438352-Dr-Mercola-Interviews-Denis-Rancourt-There-is-no-Scientific-Evidence-That-Facemasks-Inhibit-Viral-Spread
https://www.sott.net/article/438352-Dr-Mercola-Interviews-Denis-Rancourt-There-is-no-Scientific-Evidence-That-Facemasks-Inhibit-Viral-Spread
https://www.spreaker.com/user/bitcoinpodcasts/new-cdc-and-who-study-proves-no-evidence?utm_medium=widget&utm_source=user%3A11210105&utm_term=episode_title
https://www.spreaker.com/user/bitcoinpodcasts/new-cdc-and-who-study-proves-no-evidence?utm_medium=widget&utm_source=user%3A11210105&utm_term=episode_title
https://www.spreaker.com/user/bitcoinpodcasts/new-cdc-and-who-study-proves-no-evidence?utm_medium=widget&utm_source=user%3A11210105&utm_term=episode_title
https://www.spreaker.com/user/bitcoinpodcasts/new-cdc-and-who-study-proves-no-evidence?utm_medium=widget&utm_source=user%3A11210105&utm_term=episode_title
https://off-guardian.org/2020/07/27/the-ultimate-divide-and-conquer/
https://off-guardian.org/2020/07/27/the-ultimate-divide-and-conquer/
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any scientific or medical studies. The politicians do 

not even attempt to supply one wit of evidence for 

any of their logic-defying edicts, such as banning 

standing or dancing in clubs or entertainment 

venues. Mandatory facemask decrees deliberately 

target the dissenter or the non-conformist who 

dares question the descent of society into 

collective insanity. They are crafted to determine 

who is with the lawless power of authority, and 

who dares to question the faceless bureaucrats. In 

other words, facemask wearers either endorse 

lockdown fascism, or fear the consequences of 

resisting. 

 

www.newsbreak.com 

 

Throughout history, any form of fascism which has 

appeared is closely followed by imperialist war. 

The Covid-19 imperialist war target is most likely 

the People’s Republic of China (PRC). Wave after 

wave of false and lying anti-China propaganda is 

being pumped into workers by the same corporate 

media which endlessly retails Coronavirus deceit. 

The nationalist caste ruling the PRC has also played 

its part in fuelling Covid-19 hysteria, but this does 

nothing to stem the dire war provocations against 

China. Despite the degree of free enterprise 

permitted by the PRC, China’s economy remains 

predominantly collectively owned, as a result of its 

ground-breaking revolution in 1949. 

Workers must resist the drift to fascism and 

imperialist war before it is too late. We need not 

fear the politicians, craven Union officials and 

liberals who attempt to bully workers into blind 

submission. Working people united just need to 

say no to the torrent of lies and build an anti-

lockdown movement which contests the Corona 

delusion head on. This is the only way to escape 

“the new normal”. Marxists have the difficult task 

of working within the anti-lockdown movement, 

and winning the best elements to socialism, 

despite the huge misconceptions about this 

concept from those striving for freedom from fear. 

Clear working-class leadership at this time could 

result in not only a lifting of facemask orders, but 

the roll back and containment of fascism and 

imperialist war. 

 

 

www.redfireonline.com 

E: workersleague@redfireonline.com 

PO  Box  66   NUNDAH  QLD  4012 
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WEST PAPUA: INDEPENDENCE OR 

ETHNIC CONFLICT? 

 
Above: Vehicles burnt to shells by rioting supporters of Papuan separatism across Indonesia in September 2019. www.thestar.com 

(Article sourced from www.redfireonline.com) 

23-09-2020: One year ago, dangerous riots led by 

West Papuan supporters of “independence” 

spread across Indonesia. The trigger was said to be 

racist insults being hurled by Indonesian soldiers 

at Papuan students studying at a university in East 

Java. The governor of East Java apologised for the 

insults at the time, stating that these are not the 

views of the people in general. Even though racist 

insults are of course unacceptable, one can 

understand the Indonesian soldiers being 

incensed at a report on social media of a defaced 

Indonesian flag at the dormitories where the 

Papuan students were staying – at the very time of 

 
40 https://redfireonline.com/2019/09/04/west-papua-
separatists-incite-violence/ (19-09-2020) 

the marking of Indonesia’s Independence Day of 

August 17.40 This is especially the case if the 

Papuan students are studying at a Javan University 

courtesy of the Indonesian government. 

In response Papuan independence supporters 

(who in reality are separatists) went on several 

rampages throughout the country. Parliament 

buildings were set ablaze, vehicles were set on 

fire, power poles were torn down, a market in 

FakFak was torched, an airport was vandalised and 

shops were looted.41 Following this violence, two 

months later armed Papuan separatist militia 

launched a vicious attack on the town of Wamena, 

in which 30 people perished, with 22 of them 

41 Ibid, 1. 

http://www.thestar.com/
https://redfireonline.com/2019/09/04/west-papua-separatists-incite-violence/
https://redfireonline.com/2019/09/04/west-papua-separatists-incite-violence/
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being Indonesian transmigrants.42 The armed 

Papuans targeted Indonesian transmigrant 

workers such as motorcycle taxi drivers and 

hospitality staff. Yet it appears that some Papuans 

who do not support separatist independence were 

also caught in the crossfire of the reckless intent of 

the homicidal Papuan militia. Others who wish to 

live in peace with their Indonesian counterparts 

tried to make it to the airport in an effort to flee 

for their lives. 

Left parties fall for the three-card trick  

As we have previously reported,43 almost all 

Australian and many international left parties sign 

up to the basic fraud of “Free West Papua”. Most 

left parties fall for a three-card trick. All they see is 

1. An indigenous people. 2. 

Oppression/occupation by a colonial power, which 

means 3. A struggle for “freedom”. This is such a 

distortion of reality it is difficult to know where to 

start. For one thing, socialists should not 

automatically throw their weight behind a political 

movement comprised of an indigenous people just 

because they are the original inhabitants. Marxists 

always need to make a basic assessment of the 

aims, politics and tactics of any movement, and 

determine whether it is either a cause of 

elementary justice OR a progressive step forward 

for working people internationally, before 

beginning to champion it. Left parties should not 

simply jump on bandwagons when they hear 

someone agitating for “freedom”. 

For example, while racism against African-

Americans in the US is wrong, it does not follow 

that the Black Lives Matter (BLM) organisation or 

movement in the US necessarily has progressive 

politics. In fact, the recent rioting, looting and 

intimidation which BLM has carried out ostensibly 

in response to police violence cannot be an 

 
42 https://redfireonline.com/2019/10/05/wamena-papuan-
militia-terrorise-civilians/ (19-09-2020) 
43 https://redfireonline.com/2020/01/12/veronica-koman-
human-rights-fraud/ (19-09-2020) 

effective answer, let alone lead to equality 

between Americans of whichever colour. The 

current iteration of BLM is being used, whether 

consciously or not, to bolster the Democratic party 

in the run-up to the Presidential election. It is 

being used in an attempt to prevent Donald Trump 

and the Republicans from being re-elected in 

November, but with politics that are in many ways 

more right-wing than the Trump presidency.44 

Democratic party Presidential Nominee Joe Biden 

has a history of strongly backing segregation, and 

Vice Presidential Nominee Kamala Harris is a 

former police prosecutor with a record of unjustly 

incarcerating African-Americans! BLM is also being 

used to further the “Covid-19” assault on working 

people, to say nothing of the fact that BLM is 

totally silent about the imperialist wars being 

waged on all kinds of people of colour by the 

Anglo/US/EU Empire. BLM is the ultimate example 

of how identity politics serves ends which are the 

opposite of those that it claims to stand for. 

In a similar way, the separatist violence – often 

waged against innocent Indonesians - of the 

Papuan independence “fighters” is the 

culmination of what could be described as Papuan 

identity politics. They appear to be aware that 

such a movement could gain backing from major 

imperialist powers, with some Papuan separatists 

using the slogan “Papuan Lives Matter” following 

the response to the loss of George Floyd in 

Minnesota earlier this year.45  The Socialist 

Alliance, a left party which fuels Papuan 

separatism, interviewed Veronica Koman, who 

fled to Australia to avoid an arrest warrant being 

issued for her in Indonesia for inciting the race 

riots in 2019. She commented that the “uprising” 

contributed to increased Papuan “negritude” – a 

feeling of pride in being black, in their ethnicity 

44 https://redfireonline.com/2020/06/21/black-lives-
matter-friend-or-foe/ (19-09-2020) 
45 https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2020-07-
02/papuan-lives-matter (19-09-2020) 

https://redfireonline.com/2019/10/05/wamena-papuan-militia-terrorise-civilians/
https://redfireonline.com/2019/10/05/wamena-papuan-militia-terrorise-civilians/
https://redfireonline.com/2020/01/12/veronica-koman-human-rights-fraud/
https://redfireonline.com/2020/01/12/veronica-koman-human-rights-fraud/
https://redfireonline.com/2020/06/21/black-lives-matter-friend-or-foe/
https://redfireonline.com/2020/06/21/black-lives-matter-friend-or-foe/
https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2020-07-02/papuan-lives-matter
https://www.latimes.com/world-nation/story/2020-07-02/papuan-lives-matter
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and identity.46  This rather gives the game away – 

Papuan separatism is based on ethnic identity, and 

the armed Papuan separatists are more than 

prepared to use ethnic violence to achieve their 

ends. 

Misapplication of Leninism 

Needless to say, a movement which uses 

separatist ethnic violence as a key component 

CANNOT be backed by anyone on the left, let 

alone Marxists. In fact, intimidation and occasional 

murder is also used by armed Papuan militias even 

against other Papuans who prefer to live in peace 

with their Indonesian neighbours. So, in effect, 

Papuan separatism is not at all based on allegedly 

freeing Melanesians from the supposed 

repression of Austronesians (the majority 

ethnicity of Indonesia). Rather, it is about the 

promotion of a fraudulent narrative of 

discrimination against Papuans, combined with 

political lobbying of the ruling classes of actual 

colonial and imperialist powers (Australia, the 

United Kingdom, Holland etc., and its controlled 

United Nations), using any tactics up to and 

including the use of armed terrorism against 

anyone who does not agree with separatist 

independence. Again, this approach scarcely 

makes for a wholesome political movement. 

The Bolshevik-Leninist group (BL) are a new left 

organisation in Australia and have taken some 

laudable pro-working class positions in the time 

they have been established. They correctly 

criticise other sections of the reformist left (such 

as the afore-mentioned Socialist Alliance) for 

positions such as endorsing the imperialist war on 

Syria. Yet they then join with these same 

organisations by chiming in with the call for 

“independence” for West Papua (and also on the 

false Coronavirus “deadly plague” deception – a 

topic best broached elsewhere). To do so, they 

misapply the position of Russian revolutionary 

 
46 https://www.greenleft.org.au/content/veronica-koman-
war-west-papua-escalating (19-09-2020) 

leader VI Lenin on the issue of Marxist support for 

national liberation struggles. It should be noted 

that other petty-bourgeois and bourgeois national 

movements totally distort Lenin for their own 

ends, and unfortunately BL do likewise. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In an article posted in June this year, BL correctly 

state that Marxists are opposed to all forms of 

nationalism in the process of struggling for 

international socialism.47 They quote Lenin with 

his well-known statement that the national 

struggle of an oppressed nation against an 

oppressor nation has a general democratic 

content, and it is this content which Marxists 

“unconditionally support”. They go on to say that 

Marxists must recognise the right of nations to 

self-determination in its efforts to achieve the 

47 http://bolshevik-leninist.org/independence-for-west-
papua/ (20-09-2020) 

Above: Lenin is often misquoted to give the impression 

that Marxists  throw their weight behind national 

liberation movements. In fact, Lenin only advocated 

that workers support this IF it advances the struggle for 

world socialism. In the case of West Papua, a separatist 

ethnically based section of Indonesia with the potential 

political backing of world imperialism clearly runs 

counter to the interests of Papuan, Indonesian and 

international working people.  

https://www.greenleft.org.au/content/veronica-koman-war-west-papua-escalating
https://www.greenleft.org.au/content/veronica-koman-war-west-papua-escalating
http://bolshevik-leninist.org/independence-for-west-papua/
http://bolshevik-leninist.org/independence-for-west-papua/
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fullest possible equality between nations.48 Yet 

there is one small problem with this contention – 

“West Papua” is not a nation according to Marxist 

criteria. 

The pamphlet “Marxism and the National 

Question” was written in 1913 by JV Stalin but was 

edited line by line by Lenin. The first lines of the 

first chapter clearly state that “a nation is not 

racial or tribal, but a historically constituted 

community of people.”49 In those times, the 

concept of ethnicity was not as prevalent as it is 

now. Yet it shows that any attempt to forge a West 

Papuan “nation” based on Papuan or Melanesian 

ethnicity, not to speak of Papuan or Melanesian 

tribes, directly contradicts the established Marxist 

position. And in practice the Marxist position on 

the national question is simply a means to work 

towards the ultimate surpassing of nations on the 

road to socialism. 

Further, the pamphlet goes on to list the 

renowned four criteria for a nation to be 

recognised – to determine IF Marxists can in some 

circumstances, add their backing to a movement 

for self-determination. It lists: 1. A common 

language 2. A common territory 3. A common 

economic life or cohesion and 4. A common 

psychological make-up manifested as a common 

culture. It stresses that it is only when all four 

characteristics are present, a nation can be 

recognised. One or a couple of these 

characteristics is insufficient – they must have all 

four.50  And keep in mind that Marxists only 

recognise nations in order to take the national 

question off the agenda, so as to clear as many 

obstacles as possible to enable a working class 

struggle for socialism.  

 
48 ibid, 7. 
49 
https://www.marxists.org/reference/archive/stalin/works/
1913/03a.htm#s1 (20-09-2020) 
50 ibid, 9. 
51 https://www.daytranslations.com/blog/papua-new-
guinea-tongue/ (20-09-2020) 

Common language? 

 

If we take West Papua, we see that not only does 

it not meet all four criteria for a nation – it does 

not even meet one! Take language. The whole 

island of Papua (including Papua New Guinea - 

PNG) is one of the most linguistically diverse in the 

world. It contains around 852 languages, although 

12 of them have no known living speakers.51 

Language is closely related to culture, and it is 

estimated that there are over 1000 different 

Papuan cultures.52 Even the Free West Papua 

campaign itself – which is not of course bound to 

socialism – openly states that “West Papua is 

home to over 250 diverse tribes, all speaking their 

own unique languages with unique cultures 

(emphasis added).”53 Is BL aware of this? In fact, to 

enable the members of over 250 tribes to 

converse with each other, the language they use is 

Bahasa Indonesian! This is where the movement 

for separatist independence enters into 

impracticality, if not farce. What would be the 

point of separating entirely from Indonesia (if that 

was possible or desirable), “liberating” oneself 

from the supposedly oppressive and tyrannical 

Indonesian colonisers, only to constitute a 

geographical boundary in which the lingua franca 

is Bahasa Indonesian?  

Common territory? 

With regard to a common territory, the entire 

island of Papua may be common, but for various 

historical reasons, the eastern half of Papua is now 

the nominally independent nation of Papua New 

Guinea. If the “Free West Papua” campaign was to 

achieve its objective of separatist independence, 

what would be the reason for maintaining two 

Papuas – West Papua and Papua New Guinea? If 

52 
https://researchrepository.murdoch.edu.au/id/eprint/3650
3/1/Ethnicity%20Democracy%20and%20Development%20i
n%20PNG.pdf (20-09-2020) 
53 https://www.freewestpapua.org/info/about-west-papua/ 
(20-09-2020) 

https://www.marxists.org/reference/archive/stalin/works/1913/03a.htm#s1
https://www.marxists.org/reference/archive/stalin/works/1913/03a.htm#s1
https://www.daytranslations.com/blog/papua-new-guinea-tongue/
https://www.daytranslations.com/blog/papua-new-guinea-tongue/
https://researchrepository.murdoch.edu.au/id/eprint/36503/1/Ethnicity%20Democracy%20and%20Development%20in%20PNG.pdf
https://researchrepository.murdoch.edu.au/id/eprint/36503/1/Ethnicity%20Democracy%20and%20Development%20in%20PNG.pdf
https://researchrepository.murdoch.edu.au/id/eprint/36503/1/Ethnicity%20Democracy%20and%20Development%20in%20PNG.pdf
https://www.freewestpapua.org/info/about-west-papua/
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there was a successful movement (hypothetically) 

for West Papuan independence, wouldn’t there be 

a natural pressure to “liberate” Papua New Guinea 

– a “Papua for all Papuans” ? 

Here is where the politics of “Free West Papua” 

are revealed. The Free West Papua campaign 

consciously appeals to imperialist governments 

directly, especially to Australia, but also via the 

UN. Despite PNG having attained independence 

from Australia in 1975, the reality of imperialism is 

that Australia is still the overseer. If the Papuan 

separatists aimed to also “free” PNG, it would 

meet with universal opposition from the 

Australian ruling class. So the Papuan separatists 

are not prepared to do this – they prefer to 

attempt a manoeuvre to lever Australian ruling 

class backing for West Papua against Indonesia, in 

a similar way to Australian government “backing” 

for East Timorese independence after 1999. As 

events later showed, Australian government 

“support” for East Timorese independence was 

also colonialist, with Australia literally stealing oil 

and gas reserves clearly belonging to the new 

nation,54 and being exposed as spying on East 

Timorese representatives during 2013 

negotiations over the division of natural 

resources.55 

Common economy? 

There is indeed a common economy in “West 

Papua”, but it is not the one of the allegedly 

oppressed nation. The only real economy 

operating in the Indonesian provinces of Papua 

and West Papua is, not surprisingly, the 

Indonesian economy. For better or worse, the 

Indonesian government and Indonesian 

businesses carry out the only real economic 

activity in all of West Papua. Granted, there is a 

tendency for the public and private sectors in West 

 
54 https://kontinentalist.com/stories/australia-east-timor-a-
tale-of-oil-and-exploitation (20-09-2020) 
55 https://theconversation.com/after-a-border-dispute-and-
spying-scandal-can-australia-and-timor-leste-be-good-
neighbours-121553 (20-09-2020)  

Papua to be largely staffed by Indonesian 

transmigrants. However, this is an unavoidable 

result of the fact that Indonesian transmigrants 

are generally the ones who have had the benefit 

of education and/or a history of skilled 

administration or commercial experience. This 

would only be a problem if it could be established 

– without a doubt – that Papuans were 

systematically and deliberately excluded from 

opportunities to work in such industries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

However, the Special Autonomy Law for West 

Papua enacted by the Indonesian government in 

2001 contains sections which mandates priority 

employment for indigenous West Papuans in the 

regional civil service, as well as special quotas for 

the employment of indigenous West Papuans.56 

56 https://westpapuaupdate.com/strategic-positions-
employment-west-papuans/ (20-09-2020) 

Above: Map which highlights the geographical size of 

West Papua relative to the rest of Indonesia. The region 

of West Papua was granted Special Autonomy by the 

Indonesian government in 2001, conceding special 

employment quotas for Papuans in the civil service and 

the positions of governor and deputy governor being 

reserved for indigenous Papuans. This has since been 

rejected by Papuan separatists, with a minority resorting 

to armed anti-Indonesian violence.  

https://kontinentalist.com/stories/australia-east-timor-a-tale-of-oil-and-exploitation
https://kontinentalist.com/stories/australia-east-timor-a-tale-of-oil-and-exploitation
https://theconversation.com/after-a-border-dispute-and-spying-scandal-can-australia-and-timor-leste-be-good-neighbours-121553
https://theconversation.com/after-a-border-dispute-and-spying-scandal-can-australia-and-timor-leste-be-good-neighbours-121553
https://theconversation.com/after-a-border-dispute-and-spying-scandal-can-australia-and-timor-leste-be-good-neighbours-121553
https://westpapuaupdate.com/strategic-positions-employment-west-papuans/
https://westpapuaupdate.com/strategic-positions-employment-west-papuans/
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The positions of Governor and Deputy Governor of 

Papua and West Papau are reserved for 

indigenous Papuans. Whether the special quotas 

for the employment of indigenous Papuans are 

always fulfilled in practice is a question to be 

investigated. Yet there cannot be a serious claim 

that Papuans are excluded or deliberately 

discouraged from public sector employment. On 

the contrary, there appear to be government 

efforts to create jobs for indigenous Papuans. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As Marxists BL would be aware of Lenin’s famous 

quip that socialism equals “Soviets plus 

electrification”. Of course, Soviets or workers’ 

councils are a fair way off, but how about the 

supply of electricity to West Papua? Electricity 

supply would, at least, begin to lead to a raising of 

 
57 
https://papuastory.wordpress.com/2019/10/24/electrificat
ion-for-1123-villages-in-papua-west-papua/ (23-09-2020) 

living standards of West Papuans, not to speak of 

enabling a connection to commerce, and thus 

development. West Papua is largely divided 

between the coastal cities, where the 

overwhelming majority of economic activity takes 

place, and the rural interior, which largely 

operates on subsistence farming. In an attempt to 

address this imbalance, the Indonesian state 

owned electricity firm PLN last year announced its 

intention to connect 1123 West Papuan villages to 

the grid, as part of its aim to connect 100% of 

Indonesia by 2020.57 Amongst other things, this 

would enable some indigenous Papuans to access 

bank accounts for the first time. We doubt that BL 

would oppose the electrification of West Papua in 

the name of “independence”.  

Common culture? 

In Papua there is a saying “a different culture for 

every village”. The island of Papua, and the land 

referred to as West Papua is extraordinarily rich in 

cultures – but it is not a common culture. Common 

culture is the key as far as Marxist recognition of 

nationality is concerned. Yet West Papua is home 

to at least 250 different tribes, each with their own 

specific cultures, customs, languages and more.58 

During Dutch colonialism, some of these tribes 

were relocated by force, and some of them are 

nomadic. BL should be aware that tribal cultures 

on their own, are notoriously difficult to unite into 

a common entity. Arguably one of the reasons for 

ongoing conflict and violence in Papua New 

Guinea is inter-tribal conflict. On the other hand, 

differing ethnic and national cultures can be 

reasonably integrated and united in a developed 

nation such as Australia or the USA. This is because 

the majority of people are working class, and the 

very process of working side by side someone 

requires co-operation and harmony. Without that 

58 https://westpapuaupdate.com/understanding-diverse-
culture-west-papua/ (23-09-2020) 

Above: The opening of the electrification of the 

Yakuhimo Regency of Papua. The Indonesian state 

owned electricity firm PLN aims for the electrification 

of 97% of Maluku and Papua by 2020. In 2012, only 

approximately 33% of Papua had access to electricity. 

Apart from light, electricity obviously connects Papuans 

to the internet and banking facilities, and induces 

further economic development. Marxists would 

scarcely stand in the way of basic technological 

improvements. www.papuanews.org 

https://papuastory.wordpress.com/2019/10/24/electrification-for-1123-villages-in-papua-west-papua/
https://papuastory.wordpress.com/2019/10/24/electrification-for-1123-villages-in-papua-west-papua/
https://westpapuaupdate.com/understanding-diverse-culture-west-papua/
https://westpapuaupdate.com/understanding-diverse-culture-west-papua/
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base, divisions such as tribal conflict cannot be 

overcome. 

To an extent, BL do recognise, and call for, the 

unity of West Papuan and Indonesian workers. 

They acknowledge that some Papuan nationalists 

are aggrieved at what they perceive to be the 

Indonesian government moving more Indonesian 

workers into Papua to solidify backing for 

Indonesian nationalism. They recognise that 

setting up Papuan workers against Indonesian 

workers is counter-productive, and that “closer 

collaboration” between the two should be the 

aim.59 We would agree. But the largest barrier to 

Indonesian and West Papuan working class unity is 

the pushing of separatist independence. What 

material interest do Indonesian workers have in 

supporting separatist independence for West 

Papua – if they are to be excluded?  Not without 

reason, many Indonesian workers see West 

Papuan independence as being anti-Indonesian – 

especially if the violent tactics of the armed militia 

are anything to go by.  

In their article, BL point to the 2011 strike at the 

Grasberg mine as an example of joint Indonesian 

and West Papuan worker co-operation in labour 

struggles.60 No doubt there are any number of 

labour issues at a mine operated by an overseas 

owned multi-national. However, even during this 

labour unrest, the question of separatism was 

right in the middle of it. Direct information is 

difficult to come by, but there are reports that 

during this unrest, separatist forces were 

intimidating Union leaders, even while they were 

conducting a strike for higher wages.61 What is 

more, there are other reports that work had to 

 
59 ibid, 7.  
60 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2011/oct/10/indones
ian-forces-striking-mine-workers#maincontent (23-09-
2020) 
61 
https://www.fidh.org/en/region/asia/indonesia/Grasberg-
mine-PT-Freeport (23-09-2020) 
62 
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2011/10/18/freepo

cease at the mine not due to the strike, but due to 

a pipeline being sabotaged by separatists.62 

Workers striking for higher wages and salaries only 

would hardly sabotage the workplace which was 

the basis for their employment. 

Genocide?  

BL state that “Since Indonesian takeover, 

hundreds of thousands of Papuans have been 

killed in a brutal occupation.”63 BL repeat the 

claims of the “Free West Papua” movement that 

up to 500 000 Papuans have been killed by 

Indonesian armed forces over 50 years.64 This is 

the highest “genocide” figure claimed, and it is 

usually done on the context of demanding the 

presence of an international peacekeeping force – 

read: imperialist intervention. If this was the case, 

there may be a case for urgent action. There is one 

small problem though: the Papuan population of 

West Papua has doubled in the last 50 years. If this 

has taken place within just two and a half 

generations (if a generation is 20 years), no 

“genocide” has occurred at all.  

According to a 1971 census, the Papuan 

population of what is now referred to by 

separatists as West Papua was approximately 900 

000 in 1971. By the time of the 2010 census, the 

Papuan population was around 1.7 million, and is 

estimated to have now surpassed 1.8 million.65 

There is room for debate on the exact numbers, 

the efficiency of census taking over different time 

periods and so on. Yet the trend is clear – Papuans 

have in fact thrived while being a part of the 

Unitary State of the Republic of Indonesia. Of 

course, there are many political issues that need 

rt-halts-work-amid-sabotage-separatist-pleas.html (23-09-
2020) 
63 ibid, 7. 
64 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/may/03/west-
papua-un-must-supervise-vote-on-independence-says-
coalition (23-09-2020) 
65 https://www.globalresearch.ca/indonesias-west-papua-
settlers-dominate-coastal-regions-highlands-still-
overwhelmingly-papuan/5569676 (23-09-2020) 
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https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/may/03/west-papua-un-must-supervise-vote-on-independence-says-coalition
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/may/03/west-papua-un-must-supervise-vote-on-independence-says-coalition
https://www.globalresearch.ca/indonesias-west-papua-settlers-dominate-coastal-regions-highlands-still-overwhelmingly-papuan/5569676
https://www.globalresearch.ca/indonesias-west-papua-settlers-dominate-coastal-regions-highlands-still-overwhelmingly-papuan/5569676
https://www.globalresearch.ca/indonesias-west-papua-settlers-dominate-coastal-regions-highlands-still-overwhelmingly-papuan/5569676
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to be addressed, such as poverty and relative 

underdevelopment – although some of this can be 

put down to the at times impenetrable jungle 

terrain of the Papuan highlands. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One reason why Papuans have in fact expanded 

their population is that the Indonesian 

government has, to at least some extent, 

recognised the development gap between West 

Papua and other regions of Indonesia and make 

some effort to overcome it. This is codified in the 

law which the Indonesian parliament passed in 

2001, granting Special Autonomy to the Papuan 

provinces. In addition, Article 56 of this law 

enables all Papuan students to receive education 

up to High School at the “lowest possible cost to 

the community”. And Article 59 of this law 

stipulates that all Papuans shall be provided with 

health care services with the “lowest charge to the 

community”.66 No wonder their numbers are 

expanding. What is more, Australian working 

people do not even have this – their health care 

 
66 https://www.refworld.org/docid/46af542e2.html (23-09-
2020) 

and education costs are rising as they are both 

being increasingly privatised! It is counter-intuitive 

to claim that the same government providing you 

with low-cost health care and education – for all 

residents, including Papuans - is also inflicting a 

“genocide”.  

There is no “genocide in West Papua”. There is no 

“national liberation” struggle in West Papua 

either. There is a campaign of lies, deception and 

fraud which masquerades as a movement for 

“freedom”. A minority of Papuans seek to 

separate from Indonesia, no matter what the 

human or economic cost. A smaller minority of 

Papuans are prepared to take up arms and engage 

in ethnic conflict with other ethnicities which 

make up the state of Indonesia – up to and 

including violent terrorism. To interpret this 

scenario as something which is deserving of 

socialist support, not to speak of claiming the 

posthumous endorsement of Marx or Lenin for 

what is essentially ethnic conflict, is to expose 

oneself before facts and evidence. Genuine 

socialists do not seek to inflame ethnic tensions 

but seek to overcome them through joint struggle 

for a common class cause. The overall task is the 

forging of workers’ vanguard parties throughout 

Papua, Indonesia, Australia and internationally to 

help end ethnic and national tensions on the road 

to a socialist order. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: Since 2014, all West Papuans can access health 

care facilities free of charge, using the Republic of 

Indonesia issued Papua Health Card (KPS). Workers in 

Australia are issued with a Medicare card which only 

covers *some* health care costs. The provision of free 

health care to West Papuans grates against claims of 

“oppression” by the Indonesian government. Image 

from www.onwestpapua.com 

The globe is beset by multiple crises – poverty, 

underdevelopment, collapsing for-profit economies 

and environmental devastation.  The ruling classes 

of the world are now unleashing more repression 

under the guise of “health”. For working people, the 

only escape is to fight for socialism.  

JOIN the Workers League and work with others for 

a better world !! 

www.redfireonline.com 

E: workersleague@redfireonline.com 

https://www.refworld.org/docid/46af542e2.html
http://www.redfireonline.com/
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SOCIALIST STRATEGY TO 

LIFT THE LOCKDOWNS 

 

Above: Poster for the anti-lockdown Freedom Day protests around Australia on September 5, 2020. www.diazhub.com 

(Article sourced from www.redfireonline.com) 

13-09-2020: In the face of a virtual corporate 

media blackout, thousands across Australia took 

part in the September 5 Freedom Day 

demonstrations.67 Protesting “Covid-19” 

lockdowns, social-distancing, mandatory masking 

and other forms of political repression, the rallies 

were a success given the circumstances. The 

bravest faced off against police in Melbourne68, 

the centre of perhaps the most extreme lockdown 

regime on the face of the planet. Solidarity with 

the people of Victoria was a feature of the actions 

in the other states. The fact that the mainstream 

media almost ignored the actions is a tell-tale sign 

 
67 https://tottnews.com/2020/09/05/freedom-day-
demonstrations/ (09-09-2020) 

that this movement runs as a direct counter to the 

rule of big capital. More than this, the anti-

lockdown movement is a necessary groundswell 

against a particular form of fascism – the “New 

Normal”. Thus, it is vital that workers help build 

resistance to corona tyranny. 

The main paradox with politics in 2020 is that the 

anti-lockdown movement confronts political 

forces which have betrayed them to form an arm 

of the capitalist state – Union officials and the 

68 https://www.theage.com.au/national/victoria/freedom-
day-protest-melbourne-20200905-h1qj2v.html (09-09-
2020) 

http://www.diazhub.com/
https://tottnews.com/2020/09/05/freedom-day-demonstrations/
https://tottnews.com/2020/09/05/freedom-day-demonstrations/
https://www.theage.com.au/national/victoria/freedom-day-protest-melbourne-20200905-h1qj2v.html
https://www.theage.com.au/national/victoria/freedom-day-protest-melbourne-20200905-h1qj2v.html
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lockdown left.69 Needless to say, merging with the 

state when it is in the middle of imposing a form 

of fascism exposes these elements as little more 

than the bourgeois politicians they claim to 

oppose. As a result, leadership of the anti-

lockdown movement has fallen into the hands of 

those who have historically not been a part of 

what previously passed for the left. However, this 

does not mean that far right-wing forces dominate 

– far from it. If anything, while nationalism plays a 

significant role, ultra-nationalist and Nazi type 

elements are totally absent. The leading political 

forces of the anti-lockdown movement appear to 

include those who correctly oppose lockdowns 

from several different angles.  

Some oppose lockdowns from a civil liberties 

angle, some are supporters of President Trump 

and the  QAnon group, some reject what they see 

as a “New World Order”, and some are against 

forced vaccinations. There are peace and anti-war 

activists and those who support incarcerated 

whistleblower Julian Assange. Some laughingly 

embrace the label of “conspiracy theorists” – a 

term which has come to mean anyone who simply 

questions the official line of elite politicians and 

the corporate media. There are some who favour 

a strategy of lobbying politicians, and others who 

favour a strategy of mass action. Whatever their 

motivation, these people do not wish to see a 

world of totalitarian terror and are doing what 

they can to prevent a world of darkness for current 

and future generations. 

At the same time, there are some trends within 

the anti-lockdown movement which constitute a 

barrier which Marxists need to skillfully navigate 

to assist the movement in achieving its goals. For 

while a mass anti-lockdown movement may 

succeed in eventually rolling back lockdowns and 

some logic-defying restrictions, the “New Normal” 

fascism and the enforced economic depression 

 
69 https://redfireonline.com/2020/08/25/the-labour-
lieutenants-of-lockdown-terror/ (09-09-2020) 

can only ultimately be defeated by the overthrow 

of the governments enforcing it. That is, it will 

require a series of workers’ revolutions in the 

capitalist West, combined with proletarian 

political revolutions against the conservative 

bureaucracies in the heavily distorted workers 

states of the East, particularly Red China. 

Nevertheless, to build a bridge between the anti-

lockdown movement and the forging of 

democratic workers’ councils which can propel 

forward the struggle for proletarian power, 

socialists first have to address and contend with a 

series of views which nobble the anti-lockdown 

movement. 

1. Anti-socialism 

The first misunderstanding is the widely held – 

though not universal – view of anti-socialism 

amongst those prepared to mobilise against 

lockdowns. This partly reflects the general anti-

socialism of many workers, yet it contains both 

progressive and reactionary content. It is 

reactionary in that it reflects the hostility of both 

small and large capital to public ownership of the 

means of production, administered by workers’ 

rule. However the progressive side is the rejection 

of the lack of political rights for workers as it 

existed in degenerated form in the former Soviet 

bloc, and as it now exists in the deformed workers’ 

states of China, Vietnam, North Korea, Laos and 

Cuba. The problem is that in correctly rejecting the 

lack of workers’ democracy in the five current 

deformed workers’ states, they then make the 

error of conflating this with socialism itself. To 

some extent, this mistake is entirely 

understandable. Unconsciously, they are rejecting 

the Stalinist or Maoist perversions of “Marxism” – 

which is necessary – but misidentifying this with 

the fast disappearing political rights and overt 

intrusion of the state into workers’ most personal 

https://redfireonline.com/2020/08/25/the-labour-lieutenants-of-lockdown-terror/
https://redfireonline.com/2020/08/25/the-labour-lieutenants-of-lockdown-terror/
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needs under capitalist imposed “Covid-19” 

lockdowns.  

Workers in power does not necessarily mean no or 

limited democratic or political rights. The fact that 

this occurs in China and the other deformed 

workers’ states in no way means that the first step 

towards socialism – a workers’ government based 

on a collectivised and planned economy – will 

result in deterioration of political rights. On the 

contrary, for the working class it should mean a 

vast expansion of democratic rights for working 

people – as did occur in the early years of the 

Soviet Union before Stalinist degeneration set in 

after 1924. Just as the expropriation of political 

power by Stalin, Bukharin, Rykov and others in the 

years after 1924 represented the revolt of the 

petty-bourgeoisie against the successful 

proletarian revolution of 1917, the limitation of 

political rights for working people in China, 

Vietnam, North Korea, Laos and Cuba reflects the 

petty-bourgeois rather than proletarian character 

of their respective political leaderships. To correct 

this, working people need to aim for proletarian 

political revolutions to oust the conservative and 

nationalist leaderships of these states, while 

retaining the working-class forms of economic and 

state power. This needs to be combined with 

genuine socialist revolutions in the West, uniting 

workers internationally. 

To fully grasp this perspective necessarily requires 

the study of genuine Leninism. Perhaps 

understandably, many workers are put off the 

investigation of Marxism by the actions of the 

governments of the workers’ states such as China 

(People’s Republic of China – PRC). Due to the 

primarily nationalist character of the Communist 

Party of China (CPC), workers in the West never 

hear of any appeals made to it – because there are 

none. A genuine Marxist party would be 

consistently trying to reach out to workers 

internationally with appeals to help it build 

socialism internationally. The CPC leadership 

never does, and never will, due to its locked in 

position of nationalism socialism, or “socialism in 

one country”. This flies in the face of actual 

socialism, where the world’s resources will be 

used for the well-being of the world’s people, with 

workers’ rule being the initial guarantor. With the 

CPC leadership acting as mirrors of the 

governments of the West – even to the point of 

playing up to the coronavirus plot and imposing 

their own lockdowns – many in the anti-lockdown 

movement are not entirely incorrect to view 

“China” as being in on the act. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sections of the anti-lockdown movement also 

entertain wild misunderstandings of socialism, 

even to the point of seeing Labor Party Premiers 

Dictator Dan Andrews and Anastacia Palaszczuk as 

being “socialists” or heading a “socialist 

government”. According to this mistaken view, the 

Greens are also “socialist”. And in fact, one Greens 

Above: A poster from the early days of the Chinese 

revolution. Many in the anti-lockdown movement 

mistake Maoism or Stalinism – a system of conservative 

and bureaucratic rule on top of a workers’ state – with 

socialism. In fact, real socialism would vastly expand 

democratic rights for working people, which is precisely 

what is being virtually abolished by the governments of 

the capitalist West via “Covid” lockdowns. We argue 

that socialists shoud defend the Chinese workers’ state 

while extending no political support to the leadership of 

the People’s Republic of China. Socialism needs to be 

expanded internationally, or else it will perish. Image 

from www.mapoolcampus.com 
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member of parliament did vote with the Labor 

Party in Victoria to extend the lockdowns by six 

months.70 Even though the Liberal Party voted 

against this, workers need to understand that all 

of the parliamentary parties – Labor, Liberal, 

National, Greens etc. – are all parties of the 

capitalist class, and are thus galaxies away from 

any kind of “socialism”. There may be some very 

minor disagreements between them over the 

imposition of lockdowns and when to roll them 

back, but their fundamental class interest is that of 

either small or big capital. And the whole capitalist 

class is united in imposing the political repression 

of lockdowns – so as to enable immense 

downward pressure on working people’s wages 

and conditions. This has been done by mass 

sackings, the forced closure of many small and 

large businesses – meaning staff “stand-downs” or 

furloughs, and so on. The unprecedented attack on 

the working class is the principle aim of lockdown 

terror, and the predominant goal of the fake 

“pandemic”. Working people are thus facing an 

assault71 of capitalism, not “socialism”. 

2. The role of the police 

An unfortunate lack of class consciousness 

amongst the anti-lockdown movement is apparent 

with the view of police “doing their job” by 

sometimes allowing protests or not arresting 

demonstrators. This view is not universal, but 

where it appears it even extends to some leading 

anti-lockdown speakers calling on police to join 

the movement (!!). This is more than the “good 

cop, bad cop” routine, which alibies the entire 

police force. The police will not, and cannot, be 

allies of working people in any political movement 

whatsoever. The police cannot be won (!) to a 

political cause because they are paid to be the key 

apparatus of capitalist state repression of working 

people. The attempt by some in the anti-lockdown 

movement to appeal to police to stand with the 

 
70 https://themarketherald.com.au/vic-govt-to-extend-
covid-19-lockdown-powers-by-six-months-2020-09-01/ (13-
09-2020) 

“people” or to think of their “families” is a 

reflection of the distinct lack of pro-working class 

politicisation. This major error is unfortunately 

fueled by the treasonous behaviour of the Union 

bureaucracy and the lockdown left, whose abject 

genuflection before Corona madness identifies 

them as police deputies. In swallowing 

Coronavirus hysteria wholesale, the lockdown left 

cannot then go on to oppose the vicious police 

repression (witness Melbourne) which their class 

collaboration has brought into being. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The view of police as “workers” or as part of the 

“working-class” needs to be sternly disabused by 

socialists within the anti-lockdown movement. 

The fact that police are employed does not 

therefore mean that police are “workers”. In 

Marxian terms, the police are the hired security 

forces of the capitalist state, whose essential 

function is to ensure that workers do not touch the 

71 https://redfireonline.com/2020/04/18/covid-19-savage-
assault-under-the-guise-of-health/ (13-09-2020) 

Above: Riot police marching through the iconic Victoria 

Markets in Melbourne, chasing anti-lockdown 

protestors. Many in the anti-lockdown movement still 

view the “job” of the police as to “serve and protect”. In 

fact, the police are hired guns of the ruling capitalist 

class which is wielded to keep working people in 

subservience to the rule of finance capital. This remains 

the case even if they carry out something of a public 

service at other times. www.sbs.com.au 

https://themarketherald.com.au/vic-govt-to-extend-covid-19-lockdown-powers-by-six-months-2020-09-01/
https://themarketherald.com.au/vic-govt-to-extend-covid-19-lockdown-powers-by-six-months-2020-09-01/
https://redfireonline.com/2020/04/18/covid-19-savage-assault-under-the-guise-of-health/
https://redfireonline.com/2020/04/18/covid-19-savage-assault-under-the-guise-of-health/
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levers of state power. The police will carry out 

whatever level of political repression against 

workers that is politically required by the ruling 

class at a particular juncture. Pre Covid-19, the 

“normal” amount of political repression was 

sufficient. The implementation of lockdown 

fascism obviously requires an enormous 

escalation of political repression, and the police 

are the first ones to enforce it. A graphic 

demonstration of this lawless outrage was the 

arrest of a pregnant mother in Victoria for posting 

a notice about a peaceful anti-lockdown protest 

on social-media.72 At the slightest sign of working 

people resisting the barely disguised chains of 

capitalist enslavement, the police are unleashed to 

do their worst. The only true allies are workers yet 

to be won to the fight against the “New Normal”. 

3. Nationalism 

Theories and variations of the “New World Order” 

have been around for a very long time, and now 

the Covid-19 deception has given this slogan a new 

lease of life. Those who use this to describe what 

is apparently happening also have various 

interpretations. However, common notions are 

that the New World Order is a one world 

government of “globalists”. These “globalists” 

control the United Nations, the international 

banking system, and are using organisations such 

as the World Economic Forum to reduce world 

population via the World Health 

Organisation….and so on. There is little doubt that 

Bill Gates is up to his neck in the fake “pandemic”, 

and that he funds large parts of the World Health 

Organisation (WHO), the “fact-checking” industry 

and large sections of the corporate media.73 Many 

within the anti-lockdown movement are well read 

on this and related material. But if it was not Bill 

Gates, it would be some other corporate 

billionaire – or billionaires. 

 
72 https://www.fr24news.com/a/2020/09/pregnant-
mother-arrested-for-facebook-post-inciting-protest-
against-coronavirus.html (13-09-2020) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Substitute “New World Order” for capitalism, and 

“globalists” for imperialists, and socialists can sign 

up as subscribers to this view. Yet that reveals one 

of the primary barriers to the political progress of 

the anti-lockdown movement. Currently, if it did 

identify capitalism as the major source of global 

problems, it could invite socialism in as the next 

logical step. Due to many misunderstandings of 

socialism – some of them very understandable – 

adherents of the New World Order/globalist 

mindset prefer to remain on the ground of simply 

exposing the undoubted crimes of the obscenely 

wealthy. Yet as the situation of Julian Assange 

readily attests to, exposure of the crimes of 

capitalism alone are not enough. The bravery, 

heroism and self-sacrifice of Julian Assange and 

73 https://www.corbettreport.com/gates/ (13-09-2020) 

Above: Many in the anti-lockdown movement imagine 

that the lockdowns are being pushed by “globalists” 

who control the United Nations and even have a 

“socialist” agenda. To counter this, they fall back to 

nationalism. In fact, the lockdowns are implemented by 

global capitalism as its economy continues to stumble 

and falter. They need to push down the cost of labour 

power, and are prepared to unleash any amount of 

political repression to do so. Hence the millions of job 

cuts and the virtual abolition of democratic rights.  

Working-class internationalism, NOT nationalism, is the 

only effective counter. Cartoon from 

www.kickstarter.com 

https://www.fr24news.com/a/2020/09/pregnant-mother-arrested-for-facebook-post-inciting-protest-against-coronavirus.html
https://www.fr24news.com/a/2020/09/pregnant-mother-arrested-for-facebook-post-inciting-protest-against-coronavirus.html
https://www.fr24news.com/a/2020/09/pregnant-mother-arrested-for-facebook-post-inciting-protest-against-coronavirus.html
https://www.corbettreport.com/gates/
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Wikileaks cannot be questioned. Yet without the 

building of vanguard parties which can lead 

workers towards the expropriation of big capital 

and the collectivisation of the economy, the 

establishment will remain in control regardless of 

how many times its crimes are revealed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nor can nationalism be used as a counter to the 

“globalist” agenda. The global capitalists use 

nationalism to deceive “their own” workers at 

home, while they practice the opposite. Big capital 

can flick its investments around the world at the 

click of a button, even at the same time as 

demanding and receiving protection by their 

“home” state. Even though the United Nations and 

the WHO appear on the surface to be controlled 

by a global agenda, this is just the reflection of the 

confluence of interests of the major imperialist 

states. In short, the capitalist classes of the 

imperialist states are very class conscious, and 

they collaborate internationally with their class 

without batting an eyelid. Needless to say, the 

only effective counter working people have in 

response is international collaboration with their 

class across the borders of the 193 UN member 

states. The nationalism of the bourgeoisie is a false 

front, and so working people shoot themselves in 

the foot if they try to restore “national 

sovereignty” in opposition to “globalism”.  

Socialists within the anti-lockdown movement 

need to be tactical about how to take up these 

three issues, and many others. Where possible, 

discussion and debate with all those opposed to 

lockdowns is vital. However, during rallies and 

other protests physical defence or evacuation 

obviously takes priority, if the police are moving in. 

While unity of the anti-lockdown movement is 

important for its collective strength, civil 

discussion of differing political views must also be 

accommodated.  

 

Above: Cartoon depicting the “globalists” George Soros, 

Hilary Clinton and Big Tech companies Twitter, 

Facebook, Google and You Tube censoring news and 

information to assist the liberal cause. Soros, Clinton 

and Big Tech are not globalists so much as liberal hawks 

of global capitalism. Their political agenda is galaxies 

away from anything progressive, let alone “socialist”. 

Indeed, Soros and Clinton and Big Tech companies are 

pushing lockdowns in cahoots with Western ruling 

classes to save capitalism, not destroy it.  Image from 

www.newswars.com 
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NAVALNY “POISONING”: ONE FALSE 

FLAG BEGETS ANOTHER 

 

Above: At left, the symbol of the Belarusian Secret Service, the KGB. At right, Alexei Navalny. www.periodicodaily.com 

(Article sourced from www.redfireonline.com) 

06-09-2020 – If we were to believe the Western 

press, Russian President Vladimir Putin ordered 

the poisoning of the main opposition leader Alexei 

Navalny to knock out a rival, to ensure his rule 

continues. Cue another round of corporate media 

hue and cry about “human rights” in Russia, 

leading to another round of sanctions, flowing on 

to even more US/EU war games literally on 

Russia’s border. Cue another round of baseless 

accusations of the Russian government 

supposedly fixing elections in the US, enabling 

Brexit, allegedly doping up their athletes with 

performance enhancing drugs and more. And 

 
74 
https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2020/sep/2/whit

working people are supposed to swallow these 

baseless and evidence free claims, so they do not 

bat an eyelid when the NATO powers push the 

world closer to a nuclear conflagration. 

Novichok lies 

Jumping the shark, US National Security 

spokesperson John Ullyot claimed that the Russian 

people have a right to express their views 

peacefully without fear of retribution (!). German 

President Angela Merkel claimed that tests 

showed that Navalny was poisoned with a 

chemical nerve agent from the Novichok group 

and called it attempted murder.74 It should not be 

necessary to point out the absurdity of such 

e-house-condemns-completely-reprehensible-pois/ (04-09-
2020) 

http://www.periodicodaily.com/
https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2020/sep/2/white-house-condemns-completely-reprehensible-pois/
https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2020/sep/2/white-house-condemns-completely-reprehensible-pois/


  

RED FIRE                                                                         NOVEMBER 2020 33 

 

claims. For one thing, there is not one speck of 

evidence that the Russian government caused Mr 

Navalny’s current illness. Nor is there a shred of 

evidence that Mr Navalny was poisoned at all, let 

alone with Novichok. What happened was that Mr 

Navalny fell ill and was taken to the emergency 

section of the Omsk hospital in Russia. There, 

Russian doctors worked feverishly for 44 hours to 

save his life. Russian medical specialists stressed 

that all that could be said was that Mr Navalny’s 

cholinesterase activity was low, but there was NO 

evidence that this was due to poisoning with 

cholinesterase inhibitors.75 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
75 https://www.globalresearch.ca/politicizing-alexey-
navalny-illness/5722378 (04-09-2020) 
76 https://www.cinemaforpeace-foundation.org/our-vision 
(04-09-2020) 
77 http://www.informationclearinghouse.info/55529.htm 
(04-09-2020) 

Mr Navalny was then flown to Berlin for continued 

medical treatment, which was organised and 

funded by the Western backed NGO “Cinema for 

Peace”.76 This alone should raise eyebrows. It 

raises the question of why the Russian 

government would allow Mr Navalny to be flown 

immediately to Berlin if it had just arranged his 

poisoning. Furthermore, no traces of any unusual 

substances were found in the two Russian 

laboratories which analysed the blood tests of the 

sick Mr Navalny.77 After the debacle of the false 

flag poisoning of former Russian double agent 

Sergei Skripal and his daughter Yulia, who 

somehow survived being smeared with the deadly 

military grade nerve agent Novichok,78 workers 

are entitled to be just a little more than usually 

sceptical of this latest claim. 

Western corporate media outlets continually infer 

that Navalny is the primary “opposition leader”. 

This is farcical. Navalny is part of the pro-US liberal 

opposition to the Russian government and 

President Putin who has extremely minimal 

domestic political support – around 2%.79 The real 

opposition are the parties which call themselves 

Communist, who have wide support within Russia. 

Navalny, on the other hand, is the US 

government’s favourite – because it funds him. He 

has received financial backing80 from the 

notorious National Endowment for Democracy 

(NED) – the public relations arm of the CIA – for 

the running of the Democratic Alternative (DA!) 

party. One can imagine the outcry in the West if it 

was discovered that a dissident residing in the US 

somehow received funding from the Russian 

government for a US opposition party. Regardless, 

Navalny is put on a false pedestal by the elites in 

the West to enable the fuelling of yet more war 

provocations against Russia. On September 1, the 

78 https://redfireonline.com/2018/03/19/hands-off-russia-
no-to-nuclear-war/ (04-09-2020) 
79 https://www.rt.com/op-ed/499721-navalny-novichok-
germany-russia/ (04-09-2020) 
80 https://alansalbiev.livejournal.com/28124.html (04-09-
2020) 

Above: Alexei Navalny (centre) at an anti-Putin protest. 

Western corporate media falsely claims that Navalny is 

the main opposition political leader to the Kremlin and 

President Putin. In fact, Navalny is part of the very 

unpopular liberal pro-Western opposition. His support 

in previous Russian elections has registered at barely 

2%. What is more, Navalny has received financial 

backing from the notorious Nationala Endowment for 

Democracy (NED) – the public relations arm of the CIA 

which is funded through the US Congress and overseen 

by the US state department. As in many other countries, 

the US government never stops trying to fund and even 

create pro-Western oppositions in foreign countries 

targeted for “regime change”. Image from 

www.newseu.cgtn.com 
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https://redfireonline.com/2018/03/19/hands-off-russia-no-to-nuclear-war/
https://redfireonline.com/2018/03/19/hands-off-russia-no-to-nuclear-war/
https://www.rt.com/op-ed/499721-navalny-novichok-germany-russia/
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https://alansalbiev.livejournal.com/28124.html
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Russian government protested vociferously at the 

restarting of yet more NATO military exercises on 

Russia’s border, this time in Estonia.81 

Failed Covid-19 Colour Revolution in Belarus 

Estonia borders Belarus, which is the base of the 

latest NATO backed colour revolution against 

Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko. 

Despite the best efforts of NATO and its agents, 

the transparent subversion failed, not least 

because they did not have a collection of muscle-

bound ultra-reactionary and fanatically anti-

Russian men to arm – unlike during the “UkroNazi” 

coup in Ukraine in 2014.82 The US Empire has been 

itching for a chance to get rid of Lukashenko, over 

and above the wishes of the majority of 

Belarusians, for decades. Lukashenko never totally 

de-Sovietised Belarus, a high crime in the eyes of 

imperialism. This is not to say that Lukashenko was 

without fault, for he also flirted with the very 

NATO states bent on his removal perhaps in an 

effort to better bargain with Russia. Yet as far as 

the Western governments and their agents were 

concerned, the final straw was Lukashenko’s 

courageous stand on the fake Covid-19 

“pandemic”. Lukashenko rightly considered panic 

about this particular coronavirus to be more 

dangerous than the pathogen itself.83 

It can also be plausibly argued that the fake 

Navalny “poisoning” may also have been arranged 

by the deep states of the West so as to derail Nord 

Stream 2. This is a gas pipeline extending from 

Vyborg in Russia to Greifswald in Germany. The US 

government is apoplectic with rage at the 

prospect of the completion of the pipeline 

connecting Russia and Germany, as it will allow 

Russia to sell its hydrocarbons to Europe directly, 

without the ability of the US to do anything about 

 
81 https://www.globalresearch.ca/nato-begins-provocative-
military-exercises-russian-border/5722855 (04-09-2020) 
82 https://www.moonofalabama.org/2020/08/belarus-nato-
lobby-acknowledges-that-its-color-revolution-failed.html 
(05-09-2020) 

it.84 To the advantage of Europe and Russia, Nord 

Stream 2 bypasses the Ukraine entirely, meaning 

neither party has to deal with the political and 

military instability wrought by the NATO backed 

UkroNazi coup government installed in Kiev in 

2014. 

Working people have a direct interest in defending 

Belarus against US backed subversion, and Russia 

against NATO-led imperialism. This is despite the 

fact that the Belarusian government wisely 

rejected the contrived Covid-19 crisis, while the 

Russian government played up to the 

manufactured hype of Covid-19. The Russian 

government even imposed harsh lockdown 

measures, mimicking those of the Western 

governments that are continually staging false 

flags so as to blame Russia for anything and 

everything under the sun. Be that as it may, NATO 

led provocations against Belarus and Russia must 

be strongly opposed by workers internationally, as 

part of a struggle against war and for socialism. 

 

 

 

   

83 https://redfireonline.com/2020/08/20/belarus-covid-19-
colour-revolution/ (05-09-2020) 
84 https://www.globalresearch.ca/kremlin-critic-flown-
germany-german-russian-nord-stream-2-nears-
completion/5722074 (05-09-2020) 

Above: Map showing the gas pipeline Nord Stream 2, 

extending from Russia through the Baltic Sea to 

Germany. Russia’s state owned Gazprom gas company 

is involved, and it will ensure that Germany has an 

ongoing source of gas without having to rely on the 

West. Image from www.russianconstruction.com 
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US ELECTIONS: LEFT-WING 

OR RIGHT-WING COUP? 

 

www.newsweek.com 

 

(Article sourced from www.redfireonline.com) 

25-10-2020: The 2020 US Presidential Elections 

could well be the catalyst for more political 

violence, and some say a civil war. On the surface, 

it appears that both the “left” and the “right” are 

accusing each other of instigating mayhem. Yet if 

this year has demonstrated anything, it is that the 

so-called “left”, via Black Lives Matter (BLM), 

Antifa and the lockdown left (parties and groups 

which claim to be socialist while giving full backing 

to capitalist state enforcement of inhumane 

“Covid” lockdowns) are overwhelmingly the 

initiators and the perpetrators of verbal and/or 

physical violence against those who may have a 

different opinion to their own. They have been 

whipped into such a frenzy, that many of them do 

not now hesitate to use the threat of verbal or 

physical violence against anyone they perceive has 

differing political views, let alone opposing views. 

Unfortunately, it does appear as though 

BLM/Antifa/lockdown left are being prepped to 

unleash mass rioting, looting and chaos should US 

President Donald Trump and the Republicans win 

the election on November 3. 

Political switch 

The “right”, on the other hand, are only becoming 

increasingly more prepared to defend themselves 

and their community against the threat or 

actuality of violence from the “left”. This is only 

part of a response to riotous 

BLM/Antifa/lockdown left behaviour such as 

http://www.newsweek.com/
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launching nightly raids on the Oregon Courthouse 

in Portland85, vandalizing (or tearing down) 

statues of Abraham Lincoln,86 and even 

desecrating a statue of Mahatma Gandhi.87 There 

is no denying that Lincoln and Gandhi had their 

political contradictions, but Lincoln helped end 

slavery in the US, and Gandhi helped India win its 

independence from colonial British rule. This is 

lost on BLM/Antifa/lockdown left, whose extreme 

focus on the need to overcome racism has virtually 

turned into its opposite. 

BLM, (that is, the organisation, rather than the 

movement), at least in 2020, is a defacto 

campaigning arm of the US Democrats. This is not 

only because donations to BLM were exposed as 

being funneled to the Democrats via “ActBlue”.88 

Their political agenda is transparently pro-

Democrat, even if they try to deny it. In fact, BLM 

has been rolled out not just to campaign against 

Trump and the Republicans in an election year, but 

also as shock troops to reinforce the “Covid-19” 

attack on the working class on behalf of big 

capital.89 Antifa and the lockdown left then work 

as back-up for BLM, providing them with 

“progressive” cover even as they riot, burn and 

loot their way across the US. These violent 

outbursts – which have the aim of electing Joe 

Biden to the White House – are then interpreted 

by whole swathes of the working class as the antics 

of the “left”. It drives some workers right into the 

hands of Trump and the Republicans, and almost 

permanently tarnishes the very mention of 

socialism and/or progressive politics.  

 

 
85 https://www.rt.com/usa/494519-portland-protest-
street-barricade-courthouse/ (24-10-2020) 
86 https://www.sott.net/article/435862-Abraham-Lincoln-
statue-vandalised-during-Londons-BLM-protests (24-10-
2020) 
87 
https://www.newindianexpress.com/world/2020/jun/04/g
andhi-statue-outside-indian-embassy-in-washington-

BLM/Antifa/lockdown left continue to focus on 

campaigning against “racism” for two main 

reasons. Firstly, extreme identity politics (the 

prioritisation of gender, ethnic background, sexual 

preference etc., over and above the critical class 

divide) is one result of the liberalism of the so-

called left. To actually be a real left, they would 

have to abandon identity politics and focus on 

uniting the working class against the assault from 

finance capital. In 2020, this assault has taken the 

form of a pseudo-pandemic. The Covid-19 plot has 

been used as a cover for the throwing of millions 

of workers into unemployment and the 

accompanying extreme levels of political 

repression.90 BLM/Antifa/lockdown left, on the 

other hand, remain true believers that the world 

supposedly faces a deadly plague of biblical 

proportions. This leads to the second reason: 

BLM/Antifa/lockdown left campaign against 

“racism” in order to cover up their role as police 

auxiliaries of lockdown terror. That is, by 

campaigning on an issue previously associated 

with progressive politics (anti-racism), they 

obscure their actions in support of the lockdowns, 

and by extension, their ultimate backing of the 

capitalism they rhetorically oppose. 

Anti-racism? 

The claims of BLM/Antifa/lockdown left that they 

are carrying out a struggle for racial justice are 

disingenuous. The civil rights movement of the 50s 

and 60s was worlds away from their actions today. 

Martin Luther King and Malcolm X, in their day, did 

not have anything like the corporate backing that 

BLM enjoy in 2020. The left cannot seriously 

expect the working class to join a movement which 

has the financial endorsement of some of the 

desecrated-during-blacklivesmatters-protests-
2152070.html (24-10-2020) 
88 https://redstate.com/elizabeth-
vaughn/2020/06/12/854023-n241617 (24-10-2020) 
89 https://redfireonline.com/2020/06/21/black-lives-
matter-friend-or-foe/ (24-10-2020) 
90 https://redfireonline.com/2020/04/18/covid-19-savage-
assault-under-the-guise-of-health/ (24-10-2020) 
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largest capitalist corporations on Earth. 

Corporations which are a part of this alleged “anti-

racist” movement include: Amazon, Gatorade, 

Microsoft, Airbnb, Unilever, Nabisco, Dropbox and 

Fitbit.91 A cause which has such unashamed 

backing of several billion dollar corporations 

cannot by definition contain a shred of pro-

working class politics. In and of itself, the struggle 

against racism is legitimate and, in many cases, 

necessary. However, anti-racism can only contain 

progressive politics if it is integrated into the 

struggle of the working class against the rule of the 

banks and the stock market. A movement which 

attempts to unite all those who rhetorically 

oppose racism, including Amazon CEO Jeff Bezos 

and Microsoft CEO Bill Gates, and just about every 

bought and paid for politician, is plainly not 

interested in the liberation of workers and the 

oppressed. 

Regardless of their intentions, 

BLM/Antifa/lockdown left are being used as 

cannon fodder to remove President Trump from 

the White House, by fair means or foul. While 

Trump and the Republicans are no friends of the 

working class per se, a Biden/Harris Democratic 

administration after November 3 could potentially 

be a far larger setback for working people, and 

would not even be a win for “Black Lives Matter”. 

For one thing, Joe Biden is an arch segregationist92, 

and Kamala Harris willingly enforced the sending 

of African Americans to prison during her 27 year 

former role as a cop prosecutor.93 The class 

structure of the US, which consigns at least 40 

million of its people (black and white) to abject 

poverty, would not be altered in the slightest way. 

The marginalisation and deportation of migrants 

from decidedly non-white and under-developed 

countries – one real source of racism – may even 

get worse with the Democrats in the White House. 

 
91 https://www.dailysignal.com/2020/07/07/these-18-
corporations-gave-money-to-black-lives-matter-group/ (24-
10-2020) 
92 https://gellerreport.com/2020/06/biden-segregation-
sponsor.html/ (24-10-2020) 

It remains the case that the previous Democratic 

administration of Barak Obama deported more 

people from the shores of the US than the Donald 

Trump administration in its first term.94 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Just who is planning a coup? 

While working people should not be absolutely 

bound to the outcomes of bourgeois elections, 

socialists cannot currently ask workers to entirely 

disregard the results. Unless we are approaching a 

situation of dual power between something like 

elected workers’ councils and a capitalist 

parliament, the left will not be able to win workers 

to their cause if they enact riots when a 

“conservative” candidate wins office. 

Unfortunately, some on the left seem to be 

preparing their members and periphery to do just 

that. In the US, the Workers World Party (WWP) 

93 https://www.latimes.com/politics/story/2019-10-
24/kamala-harris-california-crime (24-10-2020) 
94 https://thehill.com/latino/470900-deportations-lower-
under-trump-than-obama-report (24-10-2020) 

Above: Cars set ablaze by Black Lives Matter rioters in 

Seattle. Such wanton destruction is clearly not part of a 

progressive protest against racial discrimination. Rather, 

it is the stoking of violence to give a false impression 

that President Trump is not in control, or is “terrorising” 

citizens. The terror, however, is being wielded by the so-

called left, assisting Black Lives Matter in a campaign to 

elect Democrats to the White House. Image from 

www.joewilcox.com  
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latched onto a resolution passed by the Rochester 

Labour Council which called for the AFL-CIO to call 

a general strike if Donald Trump refuses to leave 

office.95 They wield the slogan “If Trump won’t 

quit, Shut It Down!”. Ominously, there is no 

mention of calling off such action if Trump and the 

Republicans actually win the Presidential election 

itself. Are they planning to strike and shut the 

country down only if the Democrats lose? 

We know that ultra-reactionary Democrat and 

former US Secretary of State Hilary Clinton has 

stated that Joe Biden “should not concede the 

election under any circumstances”.96 Is this a not-

so-subtle call on the Democrats (and, by 

extension, BLM/Antifa/lockdown left) to simply 

ignore the results of the election if they do not 

win? It is not outlandish to imagine that the 

Democrats and even “Never Trumper” 

Republicans are colluding to prevent Trump from 

continuing the presidency even if he wins 

convincingly. In fact, there is even a body set up 

which appears to plan for a “transition” without 

Trump. The Transition Integrity Project (TIP) is co-

founded by a Rosa Brooks, a former Pentagon 

advisor and the Hilary Clinton state department 

under the former Obama administration. She was 

also a previous leading member of the Open 

Society Foundations (OSF), the body established 

by controversial billionaire George Soros. Zoe 

Hudson, a director of TIP, is likewise a former top 

figure of the OSF.97 

The OSF has notoriously been heavily involved in 

orchestrating “colour revolutions” in the former 

socialist-type states of the former USSR, and 

others. Examples include the Bulldozer Revolution 

in Serbia in 2000, the Rose Revolution in Georgia 

in 2003, the Orange Revolution in Ukraine in 2004, 

 
95 https://www.workers.org/2020/10/51942/ (25-10-2020) 
96 https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/2020-
election/hillary-clinton-says-biden-should-not-concede-
2020-election-under-n1238156 (25-10-2020) 
97 https://unlimitedhangout.com/2020/09/investigative-
reports/bipartisan-washington-insiders-reveal-their-plan-
for-chaos-if-trump-wins-the-election/ (25-10-2020) 

and the Tulip Revolution in Kyrgyrzstan in 2005.98 

The process involves funding and often creating an 

opposition, rallying people against a “dictator”, 

and then using international pressure from liberals 

and imperialist governments to force a leader to 

step down. Needless to say, the installation of 

capitalist “liberal democracy” in the former 

deformed workers states of the USSR and Eastern 

Europe has in practice been a disaster for working 

people. It now appears that the OSF, the 

Democrats and even some Republicans are 

determined to re-start the colour revolution 

playbook at home. The OSF itself even admits to 

recently funneling $220 million to “Building Power 

in Black Communities”.99 It is barely conceivable 

that at least some of this funding will not find its 

way into BLM. To be sure, there would be many 

who are drawn into BLM/Antifa/lockdown left 

actions who do not receive a cent from anyone, 

and who are misled into believing they are 

“fighting racism”, or even “fighting capitalism”. 

However, unless they defy the politics of 

BLM/OSF, they are being tragically deceived. 

Pseudo-Pandemic the critical class issue  

Irrespective of the general right-wing politics of 

Donald Trump, ironically he remains a very partial 

ally of workers on the main issue – the ruling class 

attack under the guise of Covid-19. Trump has 

resisted some of the egregious lockdown 

measures demanded by big capital, and most 

enthusiastically carried out by the Democrats 

when in a position to do so. Even though Trump 

has gone along with the insane rush to fast track 

what will almost certainly be an ineffectual Covid-

19 vaccine, he has made comments that Biden is 

going to “lock you down”. And it is Biden, not 

Trump, who is threatening US workers with a 

98 https://www.attac.hu/2017/06/george-soros-open-
society-foundations-and-their-role-in-color-revolutions/ 
(25-10-2020) 
99 
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/newsroom/open
-society-foundations-announce-220-million-for-building-
power-in-black-communities (25-10-2020) 
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“national mask mandate” if elected to office.100 It 

barely needs to be said, at this stage, that 

facemasks are useless at preventing transmission 

of respiratory viruses, and are in fact quite 

dangerous in a psychological101 and 

physiological102 sense. Facemasks, hand sanitiser 

and social distancing are measures which are 

meant to obscure the political repression that the 

ruling class is enforcing on workers. The lockdowns 

and house arrest of workers are used to prevent 

resistance to the largest assault – the termination 

of millions from their employment. 

This is why the defeat of the fear pandemic and 

the reversal of its abolition of basic democratic 

and civil rights is crucial. The working class will not 

be able to defend itself against the historically 

unprecedented attack inflicted on them unless 

and until all of its logic defying rules and 

restrictions are junked, from facemasks to the 

freedom to travel. Currently, the anti-lockdown 

movement is the only resistance to the onslaught 

of pandemic lies, and is the only factor preventing 

Western governments from triggering harsher and 

longer lockdowns. In some places such as 

Melbourne, the bravery of the anti-lockdown 

protestors eventually ended most of the severe 

restrictions. “Second wave” lockdown measures 

have been reimposed in Ireland – but even there 

anti-lockdown protestors continue to mobilise.103  

Meanwhile, the notion of Trump launching a 

“fascist coup” to remain in power is little more 

than liberalism imploring workers to vote for the 

lesser evil.104 The problem, though, is that in the 

21st century, often the “social-democratic” 

bourgeois parties are more “evil”, or more right-

wing, than the conservatives. The Biden/Harris 

team certainly fits this bill. While workers’ 

 
100 https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/politics/biden-
would-mandate-wearing-a-mask-as-president/ar-BB160f56 
(25-10-2020) 
101 https://thebolditalic.com/mask-induced-anxiety-is-real-
82a26b2dc7ec (25-10-2020) 
102 
https://healthandmoneynews.wordpress.com/2020/10/09/

interests in the US are ultimately not served by the 

Republicans or the Democrats, workers may find 

themselves tactically allying with Trump 

supporters if the Democrats unleash 

BLM/Antifa/lockdown left riots after an 

unfavourable election result. This seemingly crazy 

situation may be yet more proof that liberalism is 

no longer progressive – if it ever was – and its 

bankruptcy pushes it towards lashing out with 

violence. 

2020 has revealed itself as the year that capital 

waged arguably its most concentrated attack on 

working people in history, via a fake health scare. 

The good news is that a significant minority of 

workers have heroically resisted, and have vastly 

undermined bourgeois ideology by doing so. 

Marxists need to ensure that the anti-lockdown 

movement does not stop half-way, but continues 

on to eliminate the source of the ruling class 

onslaught – the anarchic and unplanned capitalist 

economies. The forging of internationally linked 

vanguard parties based on genuine Leninism is the 

key task for reversing lockdown terror, and guiding 

workers to erect states and governments of their 

own.    

 

brain-damage-from-masks-cannot-be-reversed/ (25-10-
2020) 
103 https://www.irishtimes.com/news/ireland/irish-
news/further-anti-lockdown-protest-held-in-dublin-city-
centre-1.4390608 (25-10-2020) 
104 https://www.mintpressnews.com/specter-of-trump-
fascism-coup-haunting-us/270514/ (25-10-2020) 
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